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IN THIS VACUUM OF DISINTEREST

ONLY 
FOR THE 
ELITES

BRING BACK 
THE DRAFT

If these wars we are 
now fighting are so 
important, why not 
have the children of 
senators, bankers, 
doctors, lawyers, 

judges, and police
 chiefs fighting 

them?  Instead we 
have an “all 

volunteer” army 
composed of 

children from 
disadvantaged 

families, those for 
whom the only 
possibility for 

higher education 
or training or 

social advancement 
is the military.

By JEFF DIETRICH

Although I am a Vietnam-era 
draft resister and fought 
hard in the 1980s to outlaw 
the draft, I have finally 

changed my mind.  I now believe 
the draft is essential to a functional 
democracy.
   I recently read an article in Harp-
er’s magazine, which I can no longer 
find, and whose title and author I 
cannot remember, which spoke of 
how the nation mobilized in World 
War II with citizen soldiers and mo-
tivated workers to fight Nazism and 
build an “arsenal for democracy.” 
   The author then turned to the Viet-
nam War, still a war fought by citi-
zen soldiers, but with considerably 
less enthusiasm than the war against 
Nazism.  In each case, U.S. citizens 
were being asked to lend their bodies 
in support of U.S. foreign policy.  In 
World War II Americans did so with 
great enthusiasm, while the Vietnam 
War provoked mass demonstrations, 
resistance, draft card burnings, and 
rebellion in the military, even to the 
point of “fragging” or killing field 
officers.
   The mass resistance of citizens 
and soldiers to U.S. foreign policy 
in Vietnam led military planners to 
reject a draft-based citizen military 
and choose instead our current “all 
volunteer army.”
   Yet if these wars we are now fight-
ing are so important, why not have 
the children of senators, bankers, 
doctors, lawyers, judges, and police 
chiefs fighting them?  Instead we 
have an “all volunteer” army com-
posed of children from disadvan-
taged families, those for whom the 
only possibility for higher education 
or training or social advancement 
is the military.  And we send them 
to the Middle East debacle over and 
over, recycling them through four, 
five, and six tours of duty in a war 
zone.  Is it any wonder that so many 
of them come home with PTSD, 
abuse drugs and alcohol, beat their 
wives and children, and lose their 
families?
   Because we have no “skin in the 
game,” the average U.S. citizen pays 
little attention to U.S. foreign policy.  
Because we have “embedded report-
ers” instead of Morley Safer and 
Dan Rather, who roamed through 
Vietnam at will photographing and 
filming battle scenes and torture 
scenes, the burning of villages, the 
bombing and strafing of non-com-
batants, because we have no Walter 
Cronkite broadcasting firefights and 
body counts on the nightly news, we

in the U.S. lack authentic, truthful 
information as well as any interest 
in what the politicians, generals, and 
planners are doing.
   In this vacuum of disinterest, the 
political and military architects of 
the post-Cold War era set out to 
create a global economy that would 
benefit the interests solely of the 
elites of the United States and its 
Western allies—an economy that 
would benefit the 1% to the detri-
ment of the 99% here at home and 
throughout the world.
   Within months of the fall of the 
Berlin wall, U.S. political elites 
had U.S. troops in the Middle East, 
knowing that there was no equivalent 
power on earth to stop them.  The 
subsequent break up of the Soviet 
Union and the rise of the United 
States as the sole world superpower 
has led to the hubris of repeated 
failed wars in the Middle East, the 
rise of terrorist reaction to U.S. 
military slaughter of innocent non-
combatants, as well as fostering a 
dangerous confrontation with China, 
and Russia in Eastern Europe, which 
is only exacerbated by Russia’s en-
trance into the Syrian war.
   The Brexit vote in Great Britan, 
the victory of Donald Trump in the 
U.S., and the rise of nativist and 
neo-Nazi reactionaries represent a 
mass rejection of the “new world 
order” and the global economy by 
those who have been economically 
diminished, cast aside by what they 
perceive as “politically correct cul-
tural pluralism.”
   We have deployed nuclear missiles 
in Poland and other nations right 
against Russia’s border, and we have 
advanced NATO participation into 
Eastern Europe.  We have opted out 
of the nuclear disarmament treaty, 
continue to perfect and proliferate 
our nuclear defense systems, and are 
currently engaged in a one trillion 
dollar upgrade of our nuclear arse-
nal.  It is clear to most of the world 
that we are aggressively moving to-
wards obtaining a nuclear first strike 
advantage over Russia and China.
   “Nuclear weapons must serve only 
one purpose,” said former Russian 
Premier Mikhail Gorbachev writing 
recently in Time magazine, “—pre-
venting war.  And the ultimate goal 
should be a world without nuclear 
weapons.”  He went on to say, “The 
current situation is too dangerous.  
More troops, tanks, and armored 
personnel carriers are being brought 
into Europe.  NATO and Russian 
forces and weapons that used to be

Continued on page 2

IN THE U.S., MOST PEOPLE HAVE NO INTEREST IN FOREIGN WARS
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WE ARE TRAVELING TO DESPOTISM

WAGES 
OF

REBELLION
Book Review: Wages of Rebellion: 
The Moral Imperative of Revolt
By Chris Hedges, Nation Books, 
2015, 286 pages, $11.45

By MIKE WISNIEWSKI

“Corporate forces have 
us by the throat. And 
they have my chil-
dren by the throat.  I 

do not fight fascists because I will 
win. I fight fascists because they are 
fascists. And this is a fight that in the 
face of overwhelming forces against 
us requires that we follow those 
possessed by sublime madness, that 
we become stone catchers and find 
in acts of rebellion the sparks of life, 
an intrinsic meaning that lies outside 
the possibility of success. We must 
grasp the harshness of reality at the 
same time as we refuse to allow this 
reality to paralyze us.”
    The above statement is part of the 
closing paragraph in this seminal 
work by Chris Hedges. Hedges, an 
uninhibited truth-teller, has authored 
a dozen books, and each of his books 
compels the reader to deal with 
reality as it is, without sugarcoat-
ing. This process ultimately leads 
the reader to a deeper understand-
ing of the various socio-economic, 
political, racial, and religious factors 
that have and continue to propel our 
nation and planet into a cataclysmic 
crisis of unimaginable proportions.   

com regarding a 2013 sarin gas 
attack asserts that:  “Accumulating 
evidence offers persuasive proof that 
Syrian rebels (U.S. allies) supported 
by Turkish intelligence—not Syrian 
Army troops—bear responsibility for 
the infamous sarin nerve gas attacks 
killing hundreds of people on August 
21, 2013 in Ghouta, a suburb of Da-
mascus.  The incident bears all of the 
earmarks of a false flag attack.  But 
U.S. and other ‘rebel friendly’ media 
outlets wasted no time compiling 
evidence…to place the onus on the 
Syrian government.”
   McGovern goes on to say that 
these “false flag” gas attacks are 
what they call “mouse traps” set by 
“Syrian rebels” and neocon ele-
ments within our own government to 
draw the U.S. more deeply into the 
Syrian conflict.  And with his recent 
cruise missile attack on Syria and his 
recruitment of Kurdish rebels to fight 
ISIS, Trump seems poised to take 
the bait.  It was these same Bush-era 
neoconservatives that led us into war 
in Iraq with false intelligence about 
weapons of mass destruction and 
stockpiles of “nerve gas.”  
   The war in Vietnam has been de-
scribed as a “quagmire,” a muddy 
swamp in which we were bogged 
down.  Yet the current U.S. foreign 
policy quagmire in which our nation 
is sinking makes Vietnam seem like 
a child’s wading pool.  As a Catholic 
Worker anarchist, I actually do not 
believe that the state has the right to 
control our bodies.  But I do know 
that the Vietnam-era draft card burn-
ers, draft resisters, and massive dem-
onstrations of powerful and middle 
class voters on the streets helped 
bring an end to inept U.S. foreign 
policy and foreign wars.  So, bring 
back the draft!                                 Ω

Jeff Dietrich is a Los Angeles Catho-
lic Worker community member and 
editor of the Agitator.  

the Soviet Union is expansionist and 
aggressive, prepared to dominate the 
rest of the world by military means. 
On this assumption lies the mon-
strous structure of ‘preparedness;’ 
because of it we sacrifice values and 
social programs to the alleged needs 
of military power.”   
   Frankly, I am glad that Donald 
Trump, despite his erratic nature, is 
talking to the Russians.  Conversa-
tion is generally better than aggres-
sion when addressing disputes.
   Our Middle Eastern policy, spe-
cifically our actions in Syria, has 
directly resulted in the expansion 
of terrorism, jihadism, the deaths of 
millions, the European refugee crisis, 
the creation of ISIS, and complete 
chaos in the Middle East.   
   President Trump initiated the re-
cent cruise missile attack on Syria in 
response to a gas attack purportedly 
precipitated by the Assad govern-
ment on its own people.  Assad has 
of course denied it, and Putin has 
pointed out that such an attack would 
have been counter-productive be-
cause Assad was winning the war. 
   Retired CIA analyst Robert Mc 
Govern, writing in Consortiumnews.

Crimea with Great Britain over ac-
cess to the Mediterranean.  He would 
have known that the Russians have a 
right to some justifiable paranoia at 
the bellicose actions
of the West.  It is clear to Vladimir 
Putin, the Russian citizenry, and most 
of the world, that the United States, 
not Mr. Putin, is the greatest threat to 
world security.
   We have accused Russia of med-
dling in our recent election, an accu-
sation which is still under investiga-
tion.  But as a nation we tend to be 
blind to all of the national elections 
that U.S. agents have derailed, from 
Iran to Chile to Guatemala, and 
most recently in the much-contested 
Ukrainian election.  We need to stop 
demonizing Russia and rid ourselves 
of the illusion that we are always the 
“good guys.”
   Making Russia the boogeyman has 
been at the core of U.S. foreign poli-
cy for decades.  Here at the Catholic 
Worker we have been studying the 
Port Huron Statement, an analysis of 
U.S. politics written by the Students 
for a Democratic Society in 1962, 
which states:  “Our basic national 
policy-making assumption (is) that

deployed at a distance are now 
placed closer to each other, as if to 
shoot pointblank…Money is easily 
found for sophisticated weapons 
whose destructive power is com-
parable to that of weapons of mass 
destruction, for submarines whose 
single salvo is capable of devastating 
half a continent, for missile defense 
systems that undermine strategic 
stability…It all looks as if the world 
is preparing for war.”
   In the meantime, our leaders and 
our press demonize Putin when he 
pushes back against the West.  I am 
not suggesting that Vladimir Putin is 
an angel, but we have to ask our-
selves:  How would the U.S. react 
if Russia amassed troops and tanks 
along the Mexican and Canadian 
borders and installed nuclear missiles 
in Tijuana and Toronto?  Yes, Putin 
is getting aggressive, but it is quite 
possible to consider his reactions as 
a rational response to the very real 
threats he perceives from the West.
   I not only want to bring back the 
draft as counterforce to mindless and 
dangerous U.S. foreign policy, but 
I also want to say that, despite his 
many war crimes, former Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger is looking 
better all the time.  Unlike the cur-
rent and recent past administrations, 
Mr. Kissinger understood history.  
   He would have known that it is 
impossible to have relations with the 
Russians without keeping in mind 
that their country has been invaded 
from the West twice in the last 200 
years, first by France in 1812, and 
then by Hitler in 1941.  He would 
have known that Crimea is the only 
ice-free seaport available to Russia; 
he would have noticed that the entire 
Russian fleet is stationed there and 
that they would be more than a little 
sensitive about losing their entire 
navy.  He would have known that the 
Russians fought and lost a war in
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    Yet Hedges takes matters to the 
next level as he also makes sugges-
tions and provides examples of what 
he believes needs to happen−very 
soon−in an attempt to stem the tide 
of our society’s impending collapse 
and the probability of the world’s 
destruction as a result.  
   The book’s Introduction lays the 
foundation for dealing with the 
unsettling truth that, “We live in a 
revolutionary moment.” To explain 
why, he uses the reasoning that “The 
disastrous economic and political ex-
periment that attempted to organize 
human behavior around the dictates 
of the global marketplace has failed. 
The promised prosperity that was to 
have raised the living standards of 
workers through trickle-down eco-
nomics has been exposed as a lie.”  
Explaining further he writes, “To-
day’s economic stagnation, accom-
panied by a steady stripping away 
of civil liberties and the creation of 
a monstrous security and surveil-
lance system of internal control, has 
followed the kind of roller-coaster 
pattern of rising and then declining 
hopes that presage revolt.”  Add into 
this the effects of climate change, 
which will only exacerbate the deep-
ening poverty that already exists. 
We will see sea levels rise, trigger-
ing mass migration; crop production 
decline, causing prices to soar and 
leading to widespread famine and 
the spread of deadly infectious dis-
eases and resulting immense human 
suffering and death.
     The realization that our expecta-
tions for a better future have been 
obliterated, not only for ourselves but 
more importantly for our children, 
he points out, starts the chain reac-

tion that leads to rebellion.    
   He warns that the road we are trav-
eling, left unchallenged, will lead, as 
history illustrates, to despotism.  The 
neofascism we observe rapidly rising 
in the Trump regime is yet another 
step in that direction. Hedges spent 
nearly two decades as a war cor-
respondent in Central America, 
the Middle East, Africa, and the 
Balkans, most of those years with 
the New York Times. He relies on 
that experience to make comparisons 
between what transpired in other na-
tions and what has happened and is 
happening here and where this will 
lead.  And he quotes various excellent 
sources throughout the book to fur-
ther make and clarify his argument.
   Hedges understands from his ex-
perience, and thus warns, that in the 
present and near future as matters 
continue to spiral out of control, any 
major crisis that arises will lead to 
social unrest and instability, which 
will then see the state respond with 
“draconian forms of repression to 
maintain order.” 
   This becomes obvious when we 
look to the Occupy movement’s 
physical extermination, the uprising 
in Ferguson, MO, after the police 
shooting of Michael Brown, and 
most recently what we witnessed 
in Standing Rock, North Dakota, 
against the Dakota Access Pipe 
Line. There we saw private security 
guards, fully militarized police and 
National Guard relentlessly and 
mercilessly attacking the prayerful, 
nonviolent Water Protectors with 
life-threatening crowd control weap-
ons such as tear gas, pepper spray, 
rubber bullets, tasers, attack dogs, 
concussion grenades, sound cannons, 

and water cannons used in sub-freez-
ing temperatures, along with various 
light aircraft used to spray unknown 
chemical agents on the camps, not to 
forget the intimidating presence of 
tanks, missile launchers, and other 
heavily armored and armed vehicles.
   However, despite state repressive 
violence against dissenters, Hedges 
makes it clear that using violence 
against the state is not only counter 
productive, but suicidal.  No amount 
of armaments by citizens can over-
power the U.S. war machine. We do 
not have the tools or wealth of the 
state. We cannot beat it at its own 
game. He points to the fact that, “the 
fundamental tool of any successful 
revolt is the nonviolent conversion 
of the forces deployed to restore 
order to the side of the rebels. Most 
successful revolutions are, for this 
reason, fundamentally nonviolent.” 
Further stating, “The superior force 
of despotic regimes is disarmed not 
through violence but through conver-
sion.” 
   Hedges believes that rebels share 
much in common with religious 
mystics. “They hold fast to a vision 
that often they alone can see. They 
view rebellion as a moral imperative, 
even as they concede that the hope of 
success is slim and at times impos-
sible. Rebels are endowed with a 
peculiar obstinacy. Willing to accept 
deprivation and self-sacrifice, they 
are not overly concerned with defeat. 
They endure through a fierce inde-
pendence and courage.” He ardently 
implies that there is nothing rational 
about rebellion. “To rebel against in-
surmountable odds is an act of faith, 
without which the rebel is doomed.” 
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    SANCTUARY IN PRACTICE, AND AS            A MOVEMENT, MUST EVOLVE

FROM SANCTUARY TO LIBERATION
While it is good that many people are now coming out to support the undocumented community, where 
are these same people on all other forms of state violence that takes place?  Why can we not see that 

all violence is connected and, rather than simply demanding relief and sanctuary for the 
undocumented, why are we not calling for an end to all state-sanctioned violence against all people? 

By MATT HARPER

Anthony came to my com-
munity’s house quite 
frequently during my two 
years in the Jesuit Volunteer 

Corps in Central America.  Coming 
from a small village outside of Belize 
City for HIV treatment, he often 
missed his bus home, or so his story 
always went.  Our offering of a plate 
of food (instead of watching him eat 
his molding bread) was the least my 
conscience-ridden spirit could offer.
   I remember late one night sitting 
with him, talking on the veranda, as 
was our custom.  In typical Belize 
fashion, out of nowhere, rain started 
to pour down.  We took refuge inside 
until, after a good period of time, 
with no sign of stopping, unsure 
of what to do, I offered him a yoga 
mat, pillow, and sheet, and asked if 
he wanted to sleep on my bedroom 
floor.  In a very small way (with no 
interest in pretension or hyperbole), 
my room became a sort of “sanctu-
ary” that night.
   In the United States, the concept of 
“sanctuary” arose in the 1980s dur-
ing the U.S.-influenced civil wars of 
Central America.  Sanctuary began, 
though, in Central America, where lo-
cal Baptist, Lutheran, Episcopal, Men-
nonite, and Catholic congregations 
(among others) offered support and 
shelter to those fleeing their homes.  
   In the United States, Salvadoran 
refugees founded organizations like 
CARECEN and El Rescate to meet 
the many needs of these new mi-
grants.  As facts, stories, and families 
started showing up, many other 
communities began to feel morally 
compelled to act.  The Southern 
California Interfaith Task Force was 
formed by local faith, labor, and 
political organizations to provide an 
array of additional support.
   Some organizations took on the 
responsibility to raise the conscious-
ness of secular and faith communi-
ties.  Others provided physical 
sanctuary and economic resources.  
Some offered legal counsel and leg-
islative advocacy.  Some participated 
in direct actions, protesting both 
U.S. military involvement in Central 
America, and U.S. treatment of refu-
gees and immigrants, by swarming 
the downtown L.A. federal building, 
chaining themselves to doors, lying 
in the streets, and interrupting politi-
cal events.  Many did all of these 
things.  Both locally and nation-
ally, organizations recognized the 
common humanity of those seeking 
refuge and got involved together.
     Despite the valuable work and 
worthy efforts by many, some chal-
lenges arose as well.  First, many 
white leaders placed the singular 
narrative of “victim” on those who 
had fled their homes, which justified 
their taking on the role of “savior” 
rather than a true ally. This led to an 
unhealthy power dynamic between 
those offering sanctuary and those 
needing refuge.  
   Second, politicians made promises 
and rescinded them.  The 1985 Los 
Angeles City Council unanimously 
adopted a resolution declaring L.A. a 
“City of Sanctuary” only to disman-
tle the resolution three months later.  
In 2015, the L.A. County Board of 
Supervisors voted both to sever their 
contracts with ICE and support ICE’s

newest jail initiative, Priority En-
forcement Program (PEP).  This 
program promised both to arrange 
a “prioritization” of those to be de-
ported and to establish “sensitive lo-
cations” where ICE would not raid.
     Finally, some who tried to use 
their platforms for external good 
were met with internal opposition.  
Fr. Luis Olivares, pastor at La Placita 
Catholic Church, near downtown, 
was challenged by then Archbishop 
of Los Angeles, Roger Mahony, 
when his congregation proclaimed 
themselves the first sanctuary 
Catholic Church in Los Angeles.  
Mahony encouraged Fr. Olivares to 
back down and not defy immigration 
law.  Though Mahony was ultimately 
swayed to become a public proponent 
of sanctuary—even encouraging arrest 
to protect these immigrants—it was 
only after Fr. Olivares’ refusal to stop.  
Additionally, though this is a moment 
for transformation on the part of those 
in power, insubordination is more often 
met with silencing or punishment (as 
many other Catholic priests know).
   And so, as the need for sanctuary 
continued through the 80s, 90s, and 
early 2000s, the work continued 
much the same:  provide shelter 
and challenge local authorities to 
oppose immigration enforcement.  
As the struggle against deportations 
continued in the 2010s, one federal 
program (the Secure Communities 
Initiative) was replaced by another 
(PEP).  Hateful SB 1070 took root 
in Arizona and has now decayed 
into the present “Arizonification” of 
the U.S.A.  With each new itera-
tion and restructuring—programs, 
apparatuses, and policies—the state 
and federal governments have found 
more ways to get undocumented im-
migrants deported through the help 
of local law enforcement.
   What has been clear for the un-
documented community, though, is

that no one ultimately was or is safe 
from targeting and deportation.  The 
reality is no different now, despite 
L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti and Police 
Chief Charlie Beck’s assurances 
that LAPD will continue to refuse to 
help deport immigrants, and despite 
SB 54, which declared California a 
“sanctuary state.”  One has to wonder 
if the public relations display of op-
posing ICE will last if federal money 
actually does disappear from Cali-
fornia’s coffers.  L.A. County Sheriff 
Jim McDonnell, with millions of 
dollars to lose, has already strongly 
opposed SB 54.  And regardless of 
whether the LAPD intentionally 
collaborates with ICE or not, the fact 
is that most undocumented people 
in removal proceedings initially had 
some involvement with the police.
   Recognizing what sanctuary has 
been, the organization Mijente has 
aptly articulated that “sanctuary in 
practice, and as a movement, must 
evolve.”  Just as the undocumented 
Latinx community is being targeted 
by state agents, so too are the undocu-
mented Black and Asian communities.  
   And we must remember the many 
other communities exposed daily 
to state-sanctioned violence; Black, 
LGBTIQ, homeless, and differently-
abled bodies are constantly targeted 
and criminalized by local, state, and 
federal authorities.  From the indige-
nous resistance at Standing Rock to 
Black resistance on the streets of Los 
Angeles, the system continues to im-
plement laws that are on the books 
(or at least carry them out in a way 
that oversight boards, judicial bodies, 
and cultural standards have accepted 
to be “in policy”).  Our problems 
do not come from a derivation of 
our laws or a misapplication of our 
system’s structure.  As a dear friend 
likes to remind me, “The system is 
not broken.  It does exactly what it 
was designed to do.”

   Therefore, while it is good that 
many people are now coming out to 
support the undocumented commu-
nity—a community that holds an 
important place in my life—where are 
these same people on all other forms 
of state violence that takes place?  
Why can we not see that all violence 
is connected and, rather than simply 
demanding relief and sanctuary for 
the undocumented, why are we not 
calling for an end to all state-sanc-
tioned violence against all people?  
This is the first part of the new “sanc-
tuary” we should be demanding.
   But even more than just ensuring 
everyone is included in the protec-
tions of “sanctuary,” it is vital that 
true sanctuary be about dismantling 
the systems that produce these injus-
tices in the first place.  Some people 
who have lived in sanctuary have de-
scribed it as another form of incar-
ceration.  At best, it is ultimately just 
a stalling in the hope of a stay of de-
portation.  So, as some organizations 
hold back the tide of state violence 
by providing resources and physical 
protection from federal authorities, 
we must simultaneously work with 
those who push us towards freedom.  
Sanctuary, as we have let it be de-
fined thus far, is not enough.  “Sanc-
tuary” does not fit with freedom; 
it is a mechanism that still holds in 
place systems of oppression where 
some have freedom and others have 
their freedom held by external bod-
ies.  No community should have to 
rely on another for their safety.  No 
one should have to worry that those 
external bodies might one day stop 
showing up or stop offering support.  
Our goal must be a world where no 
one requires “sanctuary” anymore.
   So what might this new sanctu-
ary look like?  First, it is not up to 
politicians or those of us who are 
not personally affected to decide 
(in fact much of the information 
presented here was shared by people 
and organizations that have led and 
continue to lead this struggle, and 
I am exceedingly grateful for their 
vision and trust).  Targeted commu-
nities should be the ones giving the 
demands and defining sanctuary as 
they see fit.  A coalition of organiza-
tions in Los Angeles has begun meet-
ing to form a Grassroots Community 
Self-Defense coalition and have 
articulated a Statement of Principles 
that deserves our attention.
   As for those of us who desire to be 
allies in this work, we need to find 
ways to support grassroots orga-
nizations of targeted communities.  
As a documented person benefiting 
from white skin and class privileges, 
it is not my place to lead.  Rather, 
in a system that has stolen land and 
resources from communities of color 
and given them to people like myself, 
I should find every opportunity to 
restore space and resources to people 
who can lead.  We need to be will-
ing to put our time, energy, money, 
and bodies on the line to support 
grassroots organizations (not just 
resource-heavy, white-led nonprofits 
and organizations), and to be an im-
pediment between those enforcing 
immoral laws and those who con-
tinue to be targeted.  What laws are 
we willing to break for a higher law?
   We also need to stop accepting 

Continued on page 6
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DEFENDING THE SACRED

Segment of Dimitri’s current mural project Catherine and Jeff are part of mural Dimitri Kadiev at work

Dimitri’s current mural project on the side of Catch 21 restaurant one block from our soup kitchen. 
Note: These black and white photos do not do justice to the vibrant colors of the mural. It is actually a disservice. Apologies.

We are promised that new pipelines are safer with new technology...but you cannot trust the oil and pipeline companies to be clean

By DIMITRI KADIEV

A lot has happened in Cali-
fornia pertaining to water 
(salt and fresh) since the 
Standing Rock Resistance 

began in North Dakota.  For one, the 
“El Niño” weather system, which did 
not come last year as expected, finally 
arrived this winter season, and to 
date, May 15, dropped 18.99 inches of 
rain on downtown Los Angeles.
   This vast amount of precipitation for 
California has translated into the ma-
jority of the state’s 1,300 above ground 
reservoirs being at above 90% full, 
while the snowpack in the Sierra Ne-
vada Mountains is near 250% levels.  
This tremendous boost to the state’s 
water resources has been a Godsend, 
bringing us from the driest year on 
record to the wettest year on record.  
Mark Gold, a professor at UCLA and 
the first research scientist hired by 
Heal the Bay, said they were expect-
ing four years or more, even up to ten 
years of normal rain to recover from 
the historic dry conditions.  Appar-
ently, we have recovered in just one 
year.
   Now with the federal government 
breathing down our neck, threaten-
ing to withhold funds from us due to 
our sanctuary state status, it is good 
to have a little water wealth back in 
our pockets.
   However, let us remember after a 
harsh five-year drought that there has 
always been a pattern in our weather 
cycles in the West, the Southwest, 
and especially the southwestern 
coast of California:  from drought 
to deluge.  Yet this last dry spell has 
been more extreme than usual.  In 
fact it is the most severe drought in 
a thousand years—a civilization- 
destroying sized drought.  It might 
be prudent to ask ourselves: “Is this 
the new normal?  Will this be the 
pattern for the future with climate 
change creating unpredictable new 
extremes?  Also, let us ask if there 
is a way for us, as Californians and 
Americans, to mitigate the profound 
destruction, and ultimately navigate 
the turbulence of an uncertain global 
environmental situation.
   Considering California’s current 
God-given abundance of water in its 
different forms, and our full reser-
voirs, what might we do with the 
excess now as the springtime snow-
melt comes down the pike?  The 
state legislators and the Department 
of Water and Power (DWP) are busy 
searching for solutions on how to avoid 
wasting this precious resource.
   With this in mind I went out and 
knocked on some doors, made some 
phone calls, and put myself in position 
for the Almighty to set up some divine 
appointments to see what those who are 
in the know have already discovered.
   Soon some recurring patterns and 
themes began to appear.  One thing 
that jumped to the forefront was the 
state’s multitude of aquifers, a huge 
network of underground naturally 
occurring storage spaces for water 
reserves, which have the potential 
to hold vast amounts of fresh water, 
many of which were tapped exten-
sively and utilized heavily during 
our drought years.  This has been the 
case especially in the agricultural re-
gions of the Central Valley.  In fact, 
due to excess use, the whole aquifer 
there dropped by 30 feet.  
  There are many challenges to wise 

water stewardship in California.  
One is that the majority of our drink-
able water goes to agriculture in this 
same Central Valley, and is wasted 
on water-greedy crops like almonds, 
and the beef industry.
   Another challenge is when aquifers 
fill up naturally, they do so gradually, 
which is not fast enough for our vora-
cious agricultural appetite.
   A third obstacle to over using 
aquifers is that, like our own San 
Fernando Valley Aquifer, many 
of them are heavily contaminated, 
especially in Southern California, 
due to decades of industry, specifi-
cally the weapons industry dumping 
MTBE’s into the ground.
   However, there is hope; there are 
answers and solutions to these prob-
lems.  As an example, the city of Santa 
Monica, about 10 years ago, success-
fully sued Shell Oil Company and a 
number of other oil companies for 
polluting their aquifer, forcing them to 
pay millions for remediation.  Should 
not Los Angeles do the same but on a 
grander scale:  identify the culprits of 
contamination and make them pay?
   A possible solution to slow refill of 
the aquifers is to have many points 
of reentry from storm runoff, rather 
than just a few as the DWP prefers 
to operate.  Another strategy for 
refilling the aquifer was exemplified 
by a Central Valley farmer who has 
been experimenting with flooding 
his crops with the cold spring snow- 
melt since the 90s.  If the soil is 
sandy and porous, the cold water will 
not hurt the roots and goes straight 
down, recharging the aquifer.  This 
may not benefit him economically 
immediately, but he understood that 
good water karma made it meaning-
ful. A third option was to advance 
the water conveyance system cur-
rently known as the California Aque-
duct, expanding it to some lakes and 
reservoirs in the Fresno and Santa 
Barbara areas that are still low.
   All that said, this massive wet win-
ter season, consisting of a wealth of 
rain and snow, strikes me as a very 
encouraging sign.  It is as if God 
Almighty is saying to us, “I love 
you and I support the resistance.  Be 
water wise and get ready for the next 
drought.”  It is like the Bible states:  
If you are wise with a little, I will 
give you much more.  
   Governor Jerry Brown has already 
been active on this front, putting 
forth legislature to regulate water 
use in the Central Valley and a 
sustainable water bill in 2012.  So, 
let Governor Brown know.  Write, 
call (916 445-2641), e-mail, or talk 
to him in person, telling him and 
whoever your state representative is, 
that we support wise-water steward-
ship (management).
     Now concerning water we do not 
drink…because it is salty yet equally 
sacred to all, especially those who 
live on the coast.  Let us turn our at-
tention to the Ocean…El Mar.  With 
the fool in the White House signing 
executive orders to open U.S. coast-
lines for oil drilling, specifically in 
California, saying it too is on the 
table, a loud declaration of defiance 
has arisen from the people and their 
leaders−at least on the West Coast.  
We sense the threat to our beloved 
coastline.  “Californians will not 
stand for this,” says Jennifer Savage 
of Surfrider Foundation.  “California 
will fight this every step of the way,” 

Senator Dianne Feinstein declared.
   Since the infamous oil spill off 
the Santa Barbara coastline in 1969, 
with three million gallons of oil 
pouring into the ocean, killing 3,700 
seabirds and countless other crea-
tures like dolphins and sea lions, and 
shutting down commercial fishing, 
people have been up in arms against 
oil extraction on our coast.  Many 
recognize that this spill, the third 
largest in U.S. history after Exxon 
Valdez and Deepwater Horizon, was 
the spark that ignited the modern 
environmental movement. 
     We are promised that new pipe-
lines are safer with new technology, 
but as George Skelton in his L.A. 
Times article (“The State is Right to 
Fight Trump on Oil Drilling”) says, 
“You can’t trust the oil and pipeline 
companies to be clean.”  In fact, 
there was another oil spill in 2015 of 
123,000 gallons, and recently spills 
at Standing Rock, both before and 
after the election, up-stream and down-

stream from their tribal grounds.
   Moreover, love for California’s 
rich natural heritage and ecological 
wealth turns out to be bipartisan.  
Folks on both sides of the aisle, 
whether red or blue, have a green 
streak.  People of all stripes love 
California’s natural beauty and want 
to preserve it.  As Jen Savage went 
on to say:  “We love our coast.  It’s 
our playground, the driving force of 
our economy, the place where we 
find solace, joy, and sustenance.”
   Also, given half a chance, nature 
will recover from environmental 
damage, which can be witnessed 
at the Channel Islands.  This is on 
display at the Channel Island State 
Park Museum in the Ventura Harbor.  
Scientific research and activist efforts 
have brought back the flora and fauna 
of those island jewels, as well as the 
sea life, to its natural healthy state.
   There are now 27 oil derricks off 
the California Coast, with no new 
leases permitted since 1984.  This is

a major accomplishment in itself.
   Considering a sustainable relation-
ship with the ocean and harvesting 
its bounty, a small-time commercial 
fisherman friend, Eric Hodge from 
Ventura, who does all his fishing 
with hook and line, has informed me 
that our waters are heavily monitored 
and regulated by state authorities.  
This makes it difficult for a small-
time fisherman according to Eric.  
Yet in the next breath he states that 
some of our coastal fisheries have 
made amazing recoveries, return-
ing from the brink of extinction to 
healthy-sized populations.
   All this information was especially 
pertinent in regard to an article I 
recently read in the New York Times 
(“China’s Appetite Pushes Fish Stocks 
to the Brink”).  The very large Chi-
nese fishing fleet has fished out their 
own waters, and now travels to Africa 
to fish those waters to their full limits.
   With the world’s fisheries 90% 
fully exploited or facing collapse, one 

might begin to get a dire picture of the 
world’s oceans and their fragile state.  
Then you might also comprehend the 
significance of the progress California 
has made in our own waters.
   Eric Hodge invited me to join him 
at the Sustainable Meat Conference 
sponsored by the Chef’s Collabora-
tive at UCLA. It was called “Hoof, 
Foot, and Fin,” where he was asked 
to speak on the seafood panel.  Much 
information was brought forward, 
pointing out that taking some fish 
from many different fisheries, instead 
of hitting one fishery super hard, was 
a more balanced approach and could 
be a sustainable strategy.  The sci-
entist from Monterey Bay Aquarium 
who represented Seafood Watch, said 
that fisherman like Eric were on the 
forefront of navigating a sustainable 
future for commercial fishing.
   There was also a professor from 
Santa Barbara who facilitated the  

Continued on page 6

ANARCHISM
By ALEXANDRIA ADDESSO

Anarchism, according to 
the Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary definition, is, 
“a political theory holding 

all forms of governmental authority 
to be unnecessary and undesirable 
and advocating a society based on 
voluntary co-operation and free as-
sociation of individuals and groups.”  
Throughout the years anarchism has 
evolved into many different flavors, 
various schools of thought that work 
to abolish different types of oppres-
sive authority.  What has not changed 
much is how anarchists are negatively 
perceived by many who do not as-
cribe to anarchist theory, particularly 
the State.  Today, many anarchists 
are being negatively portrayed in the 
media as they come out in large num-
bers against this entire oppressive 
system, and Trumpism in particular.
   When people unfamiliar with the 
diversity of anarchist thought and 
action try to conjure up images of 
anarchists, aggressive masked men 
dressed in all black usually come to 
mind.  Such individuals are often 
deemed “thugs” and more recently 
even “terrorists.”  This image comes 
from the Black Bloc, which is a 
tactic, not a specific group, utilized 
by protesters wearing black cloth-
ing, scarves, sunglasses, ski masks, 
bandanas, motorcycle helmets with 
padding, or other face-concealing 
and protective gear.  
   One of the first times the tactic 
was used was in 1986 in Hamburg, 
Germany.  Initially 2,000 black bloc 
protesters came to stand up against 
the police who had long been harass-
ing squatters of empty houses in the 
Hafenstrasse section in an attempt to 
evict them.  The manner of dress was 
used both to maintain anonymity to 
avoid legal persecution as well as to 
protect their bodies from the police 
beatings that were imminent.
   Antifa is another buzzword in 
the anti-anarchist lexicon.  Antifa 
is shorthand for Antifaschistische 
Aktion (Anti-Fascist Action).  Antifa 
started in Germany in direct opposi-
tion to Hitler’s fascist regime and was 
mostly comprised of industrial work-
ers.  Politically, Antifa was originally 
largely comprised of communists and 
social democrats, but today in the 
United States, Antifa is usually associ-
ated with anarchism, although there 
are Marxists, Maoists, socialists, and 
non-politically identifying individuals 
within their ranks.  In the U.S. Antifa 
is very closely tied to, and basically 
integral to the Anti-Racist Action 
Network (ARA).  ARA was formed 
in 1988 in Minneapolis, Minnesota by 
a group of anti-racist skinheads that 
often fought the presence of racists at 
skinhead and punk shows.  ARA was 
formed when the group realized that 
more had to be done than just physical 
confrontations in the skinhead and 
punk music scenes; coalitions had to 
be made with those on the outside.  
Today ARA is international and their 
Los Angeles chapter usually has a 
strong presence at most protests.
   The Catholic Worker movement is 
also a stronghold of modern anarchism.  
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STOP
ABUSE
By MEGAN RAMSEY

The Nevada Desert Experi-
ence coordinates a peace 
walk that takes place during 
Holy Week each year.  Start-

ing in downtown Las Vegas, peace 
walkers trek 60 miles to speak out 
for justice for the Nevada desert that 
is being used to test nuclear weap-
ons, store nuclear waste, and serve 
as home to Creech Air Force Base, 
where pilots remotely fly drones 
bombing and spying on foreign tar-
gets and civilians.
  Wanting to put my own beliefs into 
action in this way, I put my feet to 
the pavement and joined them on this 
year’s walk.  As we walked along 
Route 95, we waved flags promot-
ing peace and the protection of our 
environment, and signs opposing 
nuclear war, and the use of drones.  I 
was pleased to find that the majority 
of drivers who passed us seemed to 
support our message.  
   On day four of our walk, we 
watched the sun rise up over the 
desert as we vigiled at the front gate 
of Creech AFB just before the shift 
change.  Desiring to take it one step 
further to get our message across, 
and to, at least briefly, hold up the 
workings of drone warfare, five of us 
chose to risk arrest by laying down in 
the driveway in the shape of a peace 
sign.  We halted traffic at the front en-
trance of the base for close to an hour 
before being arrested and taken to Las 
Vegas Clark County Detention Center 
to be processed for our offense.
   During my short four-hour process-
ing, I was naïve to think I would not 
experience the unjust, brutal reality 
that many are forced to face when in-
carcerated in our country.  However, 
what follows is my first-hand account 
of the police abuse that happens 
inside the Las Vegas CCDC, as I 
wrote to the Las Vegas Metropoli-
tan Sheriff’s Office calling for their 
investigation and oversight into the 
officers in their employment.
   April 22, 2017
   Detective David Williams
   Las Vegas Sheriff’s Office
   400-A S. Martin Luther King Blvd
   Las Vegas, Nevada 89106
   Re:  SOC2017-0191
Dear Detective Williams,
   On April 11, I was one of five 
arrested for a peaceful protest at 
Creech Air Force Base in Indian 
Springs, NV.  We were taken to 
CCDC in Las Vegas to be processed.  
Having purposefully risked arrest, it 
is likely we were the only five detain-
ees in CCDC that morning that had 
planned to be there.  We had relative-
ly cheery dispositions and were happy 
to go through the booking process 
and eager to receive our charges.  
   From the moment we entered the 
facility, Officer Womack made it 
clear that they had no intention of al-
lowing us to go through this process 
with any kind of dignity or respect.  
She was quick to snap, “Ladies, shut 
up,” as I made a joke with my friend, 
Vera Anderson, singing a song we

P
ho

to
s 

by
 M

ik
e 

W
is

ni
ew

sk
i



6 / JUNE 2017

WISNIEWSKI, cont’d from p.2

BRING BACK THE DRAFT

Hedges also believes that “Without 
these rebels, we are doomed.”
   It is clear to Hedges that as we 
continue to descend into a world 
where we can no longer trust nor 
depend on those who hold power, 
“ways will have to be found to fend 
for ourselves, which will only hap-
pen when we build communitarian 
organizations.”
   Hedges makes it clear that “the 
crisis before us is the culmination 
of a 500-year global rampage of 
conquering, plundering, exploiting, 
and polluting the earth. Ceaseless 
economic expansion and exploitation 
has become our death sentence.  And 
tragically, we lack the emotional and 
intellectual creativity to shut down 
the engine of global capitalism.”
   He has a strong critique against 
the “positive thinking” forces 
present.  He believes this mania for 
optimism—for happiness—leads to 
fantasy being mistaken for real-
ity. Reality is dismissed when it is 
unpleasant. He sees that the gap 
between who we really are and who 
we think we are is steadily expand-
ing. He urgently calls each of us to 
make an absurd leap of faith, to be-
lieve, despite the empirical evidence 
present, that we can overcome 
this catastrophic chaos by coming 
together, organizing, and standing 
in nonviolent resistance to the forces 
that are leading us to our demise. 
“The fight for life goes somewhere—
the Buddhists call it karma—and in 
these acts we make possible a better 
world, even when we cannot see one 
emerging around us.” 
    This book is one of the best he 
has authored, although at times the 
text is difficult to contend with since 
he squarely and often graphically 
deals with the arrogance, greed, pov-
erty, disorder, violence, destruction, 
and suffering that engulfs our nation−
and world−because of the intermi-
nable quest for unrestrained corporate 
profits along with U.S. imperial 
designs, which go hand in hand. 
Yet in spite of it, I believe Hedges is 
one of our modern day prophets. He 
names reality, and demonstrates that 
though the odds are against us, in the 
end, truth will prevail. 
   As Dorothy Day said: “Our 
problems stem from our acceptance 
of this filthy rotten system.”  And 
as Peter Maurin held: “To be radi-
cally right is to go to the roots by 
fostering a society based on creed, 
systemic unselfishness and gentle 
personalism. To foster a society 
based on creed instead of greed, on 
systemic unselfishness instead of sys-
temic selfishness, on gentle personal-
ism instead of rugged individualism, 
is to create a new society within the 
shell of the old…”  Chris Hedges 
helps us to better understand that now 
is the time we must rise up and begin 
to “create a new society in the shell 
of the old,” even though it may take a 
generation to fulfill, and may come at 
a very high cost.                            Ω

Mike Wisniewski is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community mem-
ber and an editor of the Agitator

HARPER, cont’d from p.3

this notion of “prioritization,” where 
some lives are more worthy or hold 
more dignity than others.  L.A. 
Bishop Jose Gomez recently wrote, 
“Nobody disputes that we should 
be deporting violent criminals.”  
Well, I certainly dispute that.  And 
I believe Jesus also would.  Moses, 
a murderer himself, did not limit 
those who sought freedom from 
Egypt.  Neither did Harriet Tubman.  
All are part of the fold.  When

Anthony slept in my room, he had 
borrowed (and never returned) my 
rain jacket and my Bible.  We can-
not further punish people whom the 
system has failed, a system which 
has created many of the injustices 
that exist.  We are all children of a 
loving, merciful God.  I choose a 
society structured that way. 
   We need to see that this system 
targets and criminalizes low-income 
(undocumented) people of color 
and places incredible yokes on their 
backs, and then uses their responses 
to those burdens as an excuse to 
strip them of their protections and 
social standings. Indeed, we should 
follow Bishop Gomez’s later reflec-
tion:  “As a pastor, I do not believe 
it is an acceptable moral response 
to say, ‘It serves them right.  This 
is what they get for breaking our 
laws.’ They are still people, still 
children of God, no matter what 
they did…Jesus says we are judged 
by our love and our mercy…”
   As a white person with the 
privileges of citizenship, of an 
able body, of a sexual orientation 
deemed normative, and a gender 
deemed “appropriate,” I must ask 
myself what I am willing to do to 
fight against injustice.  As Reverend 
Allison Harrington reflected:  “I am 
Pharaoh’s son/daughter.  What does 
it mean to bend down and take the 
basket from the water?  What does 
it mean to enter the conspiracy of 
life to protect life?”  We need more 
than our consciences to sustain us 
because people will get tired over 
these four years (though many 
have been holding this reality with 
courage and strength their entire 
lives).  What are we doing to keep 
ourselves committed to this grand 
“sanctuary?”  When our congrega-
tions and communities want to know 
every single detail before willingly 
offering sanctuary, will we remind 
them of the privilege of that request?  
To demand safety and power from 
those who are given none keeps us 
out of relationship with those we are 
intending to support.
   That is why there is much work 
for us to do.  For those of the Abra-
hamic faiths, it is our moral respon-
sibility.  Leviticus 19:33-34 reminds 
us not to mistreat those who reside 
in our land, even if they are foreign-
ers, as we were once foreigners as 
well.  Deuteronomy 19:4-7 gives us 
a Biblical call to offer sanctuary to 
those who will likely not receive jus-
tice.  May our labor for sanctuary for 
all people targeted within our borders 
(and beyond) become a movement 
for full liberation so that all may be 
restored to right relationship.        Ω
                    
Matt Harper is a Los Angeles Cath-
olic Worker community member.
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panel and at the social gathering af-
terward I was able to speak to him.  
When I mentioned the article about 
China’s fishing fleet he surprised me 
by telling of his invitation to China 
recently to speak to officials about 
sustainable fishing.  Suddenly it hit 
me!  California is on the frontlines, 
the frontier, the vanguard of eco-
logical protection around the world.  
What our state is able to accomplish 
in re-establishing a harmonious 
and balanced relationship with the 
oceans, land, and air will have rami-
fications around the globe.  What 
we fight for and win here could help 
people the world over.
     Mark Gold of Heal the Bay is a 
proponent of citizen scientists. Heal 
the Bay is made up of citizens like 
you and I, an had a five-year goal of 
cleaning up the Santa Monica Bay, 
which was achieved in one year

when they sued the City of L.A. 
for their sewage spills in the bay 
and forced them to spend $4 billion 
in re-constructing the Hyperion 
Water and Sewage Treatment Facil-
ity.  People have power.  It is not 
the political leaders alone who get 
things done or do things heroically 
by themselves.  Rather it is the 
collective consciousness of the 
citizens’ consensus, which creates 
the political, societal, and cultural 
atmosphere that produces these 
liberal left leaders.
   As one young radical member 
from the LACW community said to 
me:  “You can’t wait for the govern-
ment to do any of the things that the 
people need.  If you want to protect 
the environment, go out and do it 
yourself.”  Maybe then the govern-
ment will follow as the people lead.
   To balance out the go-it-alone 
mentality, consider that the gov-
ernors of both Oregon and Wash-
ington have made statements of soli-
darity with California to resist any 
new oil drilling on the coast.  Alaska 
has also protected its coast, partly 
because of their heavy reliance on 
fishing and their indigenous land 
rights.  Recently British Columbia 
voted heavily green, putting far 
more Greens in positions of power, 
and they too are against any oil 
pipelines on their shores.
  It would be wise to take a look 
around and identify our allies.  Let 
us work to form a unified front, 
perhaps starting with protecting 
the environment, but also working 
for sanctuary status, and universal 
health care.  Let us fight for all that 
is holy.  Now is the time and this is 
the place we will make our stand.  
Water is life.  Defend the Sacred…
Standing Rock is everywhere.       Ω

Dimitri Kadiev is an itinerant mural-
ist of great talent and a friend of the 
Los Angeles Catholic Worker.  He 
grew up close to the California coast. 
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Although some Catholic Workers 
do not identify as anarchists, the 
movement itself is based on an-
archo-pacifist principles as well as a 
living-out of the works of mercy.  It 
can become easy for Catholic Work-
ers, as well as other anarchists, to 
denounce those who use Black Bloc 
tactics or engage in violence against 
fascists and racists.  However, it 
is important to be educated on the 
origins of such praxis and how they 
were a direct result of oppression 
and abuse.  Antifa is often vilified 
for engaging in physical confronta-
tion at nationalist and pro-Trump 
rallies.  But what people do not 
know is that during the downfall of 
Nazi Germany, it was Antifa that 
physically confronted Hitler sup-
porters before the allies were able to 
“liberate” the country.
   Another important aspect to re-
member when it comes to Black 
Bloc, Antifa, and ARA is the agent 
provocateur element. There are 
individuals who attend protests and 
utilize the Black Bloc tactics or 
intentionally incite violence or prop-
erty damage while identifying them-
selves with the protesters in order to 
get them arrested.  Most often these 
individuals are undercover police.
   “Divided, the (far) Left is not 
going to beat this.  We should not 
be fighting against each other.  We 
should be fighting the system that is 
perpetuating it,” said Cliff Ross, who 
was arrested during his participa-
tion in the Pro-Immigration March 
this May 1.  When the march was 
confronted by pro-Trump protesters, 
something was thrown and he was 
randomly seized and arrested.  Ross

was held for 48 hours, denied the 
right to legal counsel, and the right 
to make a phone call.
   The rising presence of nationalism 
and the Alt-Right during Trump’s 
presidency is frightening to many 
and causing more people to get out 
in the streets in opposition to it.  Ran-
dom pro-Trump marches are happen-
ing on Venice Beach.  On May 13, 
a torch-lit group in Charlottesville, 
Virginia came out in protest against 
the removal of a monument of the 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee.  
The mayor of Charlottesville, Mike 
Signer, said that the scene “harkens 
back to the days of the KKK.”
   “I want them (Alt-Right) to know 
that there are people like me, who 
will take a day-to-day stand where I 
live and work against their ideas.  I 
am not gonna go around in a mask 
trying to punch Richard Spencer in 
the face or throw firecrackers at Milo 
Yiannopoulos; but I will gladly show 
my face while wearing the Antifa flag 
on my shirt.  So far I have only gotten 
positive responses on the street and at 
work.  I guess it is nice to know there 
are others out there who believe as I 
do,” said David Hayes, an Antifa sup-
porter and former LACW community 
member.                                         Ω

Alexandria Addesso is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member.
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were singing earlier during the protest.
   Fine, we could joylessly go 
through this process if that is how it 
is preferred.  Vera and I were seated 
on a bench next to one another, 
where Office Womack had Vera 
remove her rings.  Vera stated to Of-
ficer Womack that she had not taken 
one of her rings off in years, so it 
would be hard to remove.  Womack 
grew visibly annoyed after waiting 
close to a minute before giving Vera 
lotion to help slide the ring off.  
   After Vera surrendered her jewelry, 
Womack looked at Vera’s braided 
hair and told her she needed to 
remove each rubber band from the 
end of each braid.  Vera started to 
take out the first rubber band when 
Womack urged her to do it faster.  
Officer Womack then took the braid 
that Vera was working on and hur-
riedly began pulling at the rubber 
band, not taking any care with the 
braid that was attached to Vera’s 
scalp. Vera cried out, “Ouch, you’re 
pulling my hair.”  Womack respond-
ed, “No, I’m not.”  Vera said, 
“Yes you are.  Please stop pulling 
my hair.”  Vera held the other end of 
her braid that Womack was pull-
ing to prevent the hair from being 
pulled from her scalp.”  They went 
back and forth, with Vera asking 
in a louder voice for Womack to 
“stop pulling my hair,” and Womack 
denying she was pulling it.  Vera ap-
pealed to other guards now gathered 
around.  Could they stop Womack 
from pulling her hair?  Womack 
called Vera an animal.
   This was all very alarming to me 
that Officer Womack had provoked 
such a conflict out of something as 
simple as the removal of our items.    
   Being two feet away, having seen 
the incident escalate, it was clear 
to me Womack could not be rea-
soned with.  So, I said to the other 
three guards standing over us, “Can 
someone else help, she is clearly 
pulling her hair!”  The female guard 
who was overseeing me tried to 
step between me and the interaction 
between Womack and Vera, and said, 
“This is none of your fucking busi-
ness.”  I responded, “It is my busi-
ness.  She is hurting my friend.”
   Even if I was going to be ignored, 

Continued on page 7
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I believed I had a right to speak aloud 
the obvious abuse I was witness-
ing.  The officer who tried to push me 
away from the incident did not block 
my view and I plainly saw Officer 
Womack take, in her right hand, a 
fistful of Vera’s braids, and then with 
her left hand take hold of Vera’s neck 
while shouting, “I’m not pulling your 
hair—THIS IS PULLING YOUR 
HAIR!”  And with that she threw Vera 
to the ground, facedown. Then two 
other officers jumped on top of Vera, 
twisting her arms behind her back and 
pinning her to the ground.  I heard Vera 
yelling, “Ow, ow, you’re hurting me.”  
   I could not stop from yelling out 
“STOP, you’re hurting her!”  Over and 
over.  I was then forced to stand up, 
face to a wall, and told to be quiet and 
not turn around.  Instead I listened to 
Vera yell for help from anyone.  She 
called out that one of her braids had 
been ripped from her head and was 
lying on the floor.  I heard them wheel 
in a chair that they strapped her to and 
quickly wheeled her out of sight.
    Officer Womack was the most ex-
treme of the power-tripping officers

of mistreatment and even Vera’s 
uncalled for, violent restraint was not 
uncommon for CCDC.     
   I am writing to you to call to your 
attention the unchecked actions of the 
guards you employ and would expect 
you to have some oversight of the way 
civilians are treated on a regular basis 
in this facility.  Now that you are aware 
of this incident with Officer Womack, 
I trust you will internally review her 
position as an officer and reconsider 
ever allowing her to be in any posi-
tion where she has physical and verbal 
interactions with an inmate.  
   Is the surrendering of freedom not 
enough of a punishment for the detain-
ees that these guards have decided it is 
their job to verbally bully and physi-
cal abuse?  These suspects, after all, 
have yet to be convicted of any crime.  
The guards that you employ should be 
trained and supervised to treat each 
person that enters CCDC with the ba-
sic dignity and respect that any human 
deserves.
  Thank you for your time,
   Megan Ramsey

Megan Ramsey is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member.

we encountered, but I witnessed others 
acting in a similar disrespectful, hate-
ful, and verbally violent manner.   
   The first incident of uncalled for 
unprofessionalism and rudeness was 
when we were led out of the patrol 
cars, surrendered our shoes, and 
underwent our initial pat-down.  One 
funny male guard felt the need to 
loudly make jokes at our expense.  
   As another female protester ar-rested 
with me was stretching her arms after 
having been in the back of a patrol 
car, arms handcuffed behind her back 
for the last 45 minutes, he believed it 
appropriate to say to a fellow guard, 
“She must think she’s a stripper!  Do 
you think she wants us to start throw-
ing ones at her?”  He asked another 
elderly protester what we were protest-
ing.  When he responded, “War,” the 
guarded laughed, “Which war, the 
Civil War?”
   I seriously question the professional 
standard that these officers are held 
to.  In the very least, I would expect 
there to be some guidelines as to basic 
respect of inmates, the use of violent 
profane language, and unnecessary 
shouting at people in their custody. 
   As I sat in the second waiting area 

where there was a TV and telephones, 
I was extremely distressed to see the 
female guard in charge repeatedly yell 
at us because of every misstep made 
by of any of us who were sitting on the 
benches.  The girls I was sitting among 
were raising their hands, asking to use 
the restroom or phones.  Her response 
was always shouted at them, often say-
ing, “Sit your ass down” or “Did I tell 
you you could get up?” 
   At one point they were moving Vera 
from her cement cubical behind me 
and down a corridor.  Because I hon-
estly had no confidence in this system 
to be just, honest, and nonviolent 
toward my African American friend, I 
watched over my shoulder as she was 
wheeled behind me.  The shouting 
guard yelled at me to “turn the fuck 
around and face forward.”  I did not 
realize that I also lost the freedom to 
turn my head.
   After the four-hour long booking 
process, I waited outside the jail for 
Vera to be released.  She was held for 
an additional five hours after the first 
of us were released.  In the time that 
I waited, I spoke with others as  they 
were released.  From the few that I 
spoke with, I learned our experience

BRING BACK THE DRAFT

NOTICE: 
Due to space limitations, an editorial decision was made to suspend On The Line 

for this issue.  It will return in the August issue. Apologies.

   Spring has sprung and with the 
budding flowers have come all of the 
excitement this time of year brings 
with it.
   April started, ironically, with a 
March Madness party at the house. 
Our dear Ann Mulder hosted some of 
her best basketball buddies from the 
Hippie Kitchen for the finals of the 
NCAA basketball tournament. Theo 
prepared a feast for the attendees, and 
the only complaint was that there was 
too much tasty food causing folks 
to fill up on nachos before the main 
course was served.
   We bid farewell to our new friend 
Jia Jia (pronounced Cha Cha, like the 
dance). She returned to her home in the 
Netherlands and her family at the Am-
sterdam Catholic Worker. But before 
her departure she accompanied our 
very own Megan to the Nevada desert 
for the annual Sacred Peace Walk host-
ed by the Nevada Desert Experience 
prior to and during Holy Week. After 
a week of prayerful trekking through 
the beautiful, arid landscape, Megan 
participated in a direct action which 
resulted with her arrest as she helped 
block the entrance to Creech Air Force 
Base, original home to the U.S. drone 
program (see her article on page 5).

   Holy Week also saw our annual 
Good Friday Anti-War Stations of 
the Cross, this year led by our read-
ers Matt and Susan. A group of more 
than sixty people and two dogs made 
their way through parts of downtown 
Los Angeles, stopping at different sites 
along the way to remind us that Jesus 
is crucified again and again in our na-
tion and world today when we devote 
money to the militarism, prisons, or 
police, and continue in our violent 
ways rather than focus on the needs 
of our most vulnerable sisters and 
brothers.  Our longtime friend Martin 
Sheen was present assisting in traffic 
control, and the Angelus magazine of 
the Los Angeles Archdiocese featured 
a great article about the event that is 
linked to at our website: 
lacatholicworker.org.
   The following Friday we had the 
privilege of hosting the Colibrí 
Center for Human Rights at our 
community’s weekly culture critique. 
The Colibrí Center helps identify 
the remains of those who have died 
crossing the border into the U.S. and 
helps families in the U.S. learn what 
happened to their loved ones who have 
gone missing while making the har-
rowing trek through the boarderlands. 
Theirs is an amazing work and we are 
grateful that they were able to fit us 
into their busy schedule.
   Per usual, the Sunday after Easter 
saw our annual Seder of Liberation. 
Each year we get together to celebrate 
the historical Exodus of the ancient 
Hebrew people from Egypt. The 
LACW incarnation of the Seder is a 
tradition dating back decades and first 
adapted from the Jewish service by 
former community member David 
Lumian. The Catholic Worker band 
and choir were in full swing singing 
favorites such as “Go Down Moses,” 
”Wade in the Water,” and “Dayenu.” 
There was more than enough of food 
and an abundance of tasty refresh-
ments for all as we celebrated God’s 
continued promise to destroy all forms 
of oppression and injustice. A big 
THANK YOU to Throop Unitar-
ian Universalist Church, who again 
this year hosted us in their wonderful 
space.

   Since the assent of the neo-fascist 
Trump regime, Los Angeles has 
been abuzz with large protests nearly 
every other week.  Members of the 
L.A. Catholic Worker have been at a 
number of these actions from protest-
ing the U.S. economic policies to the 
escalation of immigration arrests and 
U.S. involvement in the Syrian conflict, 
to celebrating International Workers 
Day on May 1.  May 1 also happens 
to be the Catholic Worker movement’s 
birthday, and this year our Gregorian 
chant group celebrated with vespers in 
honor of Saint Joseph the Worker.
   Community member Matt was 
arrested for the first time as he took 
part in an anti-ICE action outside the 
Federal Detention Center in downtown 
Los Angeles. He, along with a group 
of interfaith clergy and laity, blocked 
the street in front of the driveway to 
the building in order to impede the 
work of those who unjustly imprison 
our undocumented sisters and broth-
ers.  Almost as soon as the cuffs were 
off, Matt was whisked away with Theo 
to the Midwest Catholic Worker Faith 
and Resistance Retreat. This year’s 
gathering was hosted by the CWs of 
Chicago and featured the direction of 
the Let Us Breath Collective who 
have been active in Chicago working 
for racial justice. 
   A number of folks from the commu-
nity attended the senior opera recital 
of our beloved former community 
member Clare Bellefeuille-Rice, who  
recently finished her last semester of 
college. All who attended the recital 
were amazed at the skill she has so 
carefully crafted over the past years of 
voice training. We were happy to host 
Kathleen and Dave, parents to Clare 
and longtime friends of the LACW, as 
they came down from Olympia, Wash-
ington for the event. They, along with 
the helping hands of other friends and 
family, provided a feast of burritos and 
punch after the event. We are blessed 
that Clare has decided to spend the 
month of June living and working with 
us at the LACW before she whisks 
away to England as she continues her 
musical adventures.
   In other graduation news, former  
L.A. Catholic Worker Tina Delany

and her son Jackson both recently 
finished their respective education 
programs, Tina at Occidental College 
and Jackson at Loyola New Orleans. 
The Delany/McCudden backyard 
hosted a taco-fueled soiree and were 
kind enough to invite our community 
to celebrate with them.
   On May 18, Mike, Jed, and Theo 
were able to be in Santa Barbara Fed-
eral Court to support David Omondi, 
former LACW community member 
and founder of Amani House, our sister 
house in Nairobi, Kenya, as he was 
sentenced to six months in prison for 
trespassing at Vandenberg Air Force 
Base last August. David was found 
guilty in February despite a comprehen-
sive defense while representing himself 
in court. The public defender’s office 
has agreed to take up his appeal, and 
David will remain free until it is heard.
   It seems that there is never a dull mo-
ment around the Los Angeles Catholic 
Worker, and things are sure to only get 
more exciting as we prepare for our 
annual summer internship program 
beginning at the end of June with the 
picnics, pool parties, special speakers 
and liturgists that the season brings. 
   Speaking of liturgies, if you are not 
aware, or aware but never seriously 
thought about it, or have not attended 
in awhile, we invite and welcome you 
to join us for our ecumenical home 
liturgy every Wednesday at 6pm at 
Hennacy House, followed by a potluck 
dinner. Our liturgies vary from having 
ordained ministers/priests presiding or 
a lay presider depending on availability 
of our ordained friends.     
   The homilies/sermons are shared 
participation, which means everyone is 
welcome (but not obligated) to briefly 
share their thoughts and insights on the 
scripture passages used. After liturgy 
we socialize over dinner. It is a pleas-
ant and rewarding evening. A good 
way to spend Wednesday evenings 
throughout the year.
   Please continue to keep our commu-
nity members who have health issues 
in prayer as well as our homeless 
sisters and brothers. Thank you.
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SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:
LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org 
 1.  Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
        632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
       (323) 267-8789
  2.  Hospitality Kitchen
        821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
       (213) 614-9615
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728
ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304
SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420
HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364
PETER MAURIN CATHOLIC WORKER
1149 Crestwood St., San Pedro, CA 90732
(310) 831-3480
KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706
BEATITUDE HOUSE
267 Campodonico Ave., Guadalupe, CA 93434-1501
(805) 343-6322
ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410 — lizaOSB@aol.com 
HIGH DESERT CATHOLIC WORKER
21020 Standing Rock Ave. Apple Valley, CA  92307
(760) 247-5732  -  sbremser@verizon.net

CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER 
Ocampo #2 Hostotipaquillo, Jalisco Mexico C.P. 46440
www.casacolibricw.com
011-52 - 386-744-5063  -  jmhe76@gmail.com
AMANI HOUSE - NAIROBI, KENYA, AFRICA
mdavidomondi@gmail.com

BURDOCK HOUSE
2444 Chase St., Anderson, IN 46016
317-652-6109 -  burdockhouse@gmail.com

LACW E-MAIL DATA BASE
The Los Angeles Catholic Worker is building an e-mail database. 
Our goal is to be able to share with you, our faithful subscribers, 

more resources and more opportunities for greater engagement in 
our work and activities. If interested, please send us an e-mail with 

the word “database” in the subject line at info@lacatholicworker.org

 SPECIAL NEEDS +
 New men’s large white & dark socks sizes 10–15 or tube socks.

Diabetic large socks sizes 10–15
Please send or bring them to Hennacy House. Thank you.

For local readers: We are in dire need of canes. Our friends downtown  
are always asking us for a cane. Please bring them to Hennacy House.

+

GREGORIAN CHANT VESPERS
You are invited to join the LACW Chant group on Friday,  June 23, 

for Vespers on the feast of The Sacred Heart, and on 
Saturday, July 22, for Vespers on the feast of St. Mary Magdalene. 

We will begin at 7pm at Hennacy House.

SHARE YOUR EXCESS BACKYARD FRUIT
If you have fruit trees on your property and have excess fruit, 

our kitchen guests would certainly enjoy whatever you will not use. 
Please consider donating it. Thank you.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

C A T H O L I C
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