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TECHNOLOGY:
GOOD OR EVIL?

THERE IS A DARK SIDE TO THE 
HISTORY OF THIS INNOVATION

Our evil and good uses of these technologies demonstrate 
our morality, not the morality of technology.

TECHNOLOGY ASSURES US THAT ONLY IT HAS THE POWER TO SAVE US

Indeed, one of 

technology’s most 

blasphemous claims 

is that with its help we 

can completely control 

or even live beyond 

the natural world.  Its 

central tenet is that 

nature can be 

improved upon.  

Judeo-Christian 

religion sees the 

earth as good, but 

technology assures 

us that there is only 

room for improvement 

(which happens to 

look a lot like 

exploitation).

ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY HAVE ALMOST ALWAYS 
BENEFITED THE POWERFUL AT THE EXPENSE OF THE MANY

The following two articles present a 
point, counterpoint on the positive 
and negative aspects of technology.

By MICAH WULLSCHLEGER

Two hundred years ago in 
the Midlands of England, 
a group of skilled work-
ers went on a prolonged 

rampage destroying the implements 
of technology used in their loca-
tions of employment.  They named 
themselves after a fictional character, 
Ned Ludd of the Sherwood Forest.  
While they became known as the 
Luddites, what has been lost from 
their name was the connotation they 
hoped to convey by using the loca-
tion of Sherwood Forest, the home of 
Robin Hood.  That is, they were not 
backwards looking technophobes; 
they were revolutionaries.
   Although the Luddites took ham-
mer to machine, they understood that 
their enemy was not the implements 
of technology, but those who would 
use such technology to control and 
exploit.  We must be aware of the 
effect technology has on us, but part 
of what it means to be human is our 
technological ability, and if used cor-
rectly, technology has great promise. 
   Millions of years ago there existed 
a great many species that walked on 
two legs on the African savannah, 
rough drafts of the future animal 
who would read this article.  One 
specific iteration was a big-jawed, 
deep-gutted ape who could chew and 
process raw tubers and grass with the 
best herbivores around.  These robust 
physical characteristics of Paranthro-
pus Boisei were amazing adaptations 
in their own right, but it was one draft 
of humanity that never materialized. 
   The guts and jaws of our own 
human lineage would slowly shrink 
over time because our energy was 
going elsewhere:  our brain.  As more 
energy was devoted to the brain, it 
rewarded us with more opportunities 
to gain energy, creating a feedback 
loop that has carried on for millennia.  
Once we shaped rocks into points, 
we could overcome our lack of claws 
and fangs.  Once we learned to use 
fire to cook, we no longer needed our 
guts for digestion.  Humans were out-
sourcing their bodily needs into the 
material world around them. 
   While all animals find ways to 
adapt to the world to fill their needs, 
humans became experts at adapting 
the world to us.  We learned how to 
grow plants that we most preferred, 
to raise animals that we could both 
eat and use as muscle for work and

Continued on page 2 Continued on page 2

By THEO KAYSER

Now faith is confidence in what we 
hope for and assurance about what 
we do not see.  (Hebrews 11:1)

Technology has one prevailing 
message for us:  “Have faith 
in me.”  Technology assures 
us that only it has the power 

to save us from all ills.  We have be-
lieved its message of salvation, and 
it has become a powerful spiritual 
force in our modern society.
   Whether pollution and climate 
change or world hunger, there is no 
problem from which technology does 
not promise to deliver us.  We need 
only faith, technology assures us.
   Some may ask, “Are not pollution, 
and climate change problems created 
by technology?”  They would not be 
wrong, but we are told that the answer 
lies not in less technology but in more.
   Technology assures us that the best 
minds are working on the problem.  
No need for drastic changes now, no 
need to consider alternatives, have 
faith that technology (and its related 
principality of science) will one day 
find the solution.  We can keep over-
consuming, we can all still have a car 
and a cell phone, and even water in 
the desert that is Los Angeles, if only 
we continue to pay tribute to technol-
ogy.  There is no greater definer of 
fidelity in our contemporary society 
than money, and technology assures 
us that our tribute will not be in vain.
   Skeptics will continue, “How will 
these seemingly miraculous, yet-to- 
be-seen solutions work?  What of the 
ecological toll required to even manu-
facture the battery for an electric car?”
   Yet again, they are told to have 
faith in future technologies.  Battery 
technology will be able to do things 
heretofore unimaginable and we could 
even develop the technology to fix (or 
perhaps improve) the lands destroyed 
by extensive mining for heavy metals.  
   Do not worry that you have never 
seen or heard of these technologies.  
Just have faith.  And besides, the tech-
nologist remind us, you have to break 
some eggs to make an omelet.  Of 
course these sacrifices will be borne 
by the more easily exploited people of 
the world, the poor, the indigenous.
   Indeed, one of technology’s most 
blasphemous claims is that with its 
help we can completely control or 
even live beyond the natural world.  
Its central tenet is that nature can be 
improved upon.  Judeo-Christian 

BLASPHEMOUS
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TECHNOLOGY ASSURES US THAT ONLY IT HAS THE POWER TO SAVE US

WULLSCHLEGER, cont’d from p.1 KAYSER, cont’d from p.1NEW JERSEY CW UPDATE
By ALEXANDRIA ADDESSO 

Since landing back in my home 
state of New Jersey to dive 
head first into this new Catho-
lic Worker House adventure, 

there have been many new and excit-
ing revelations as well as obstacles.
   It is evident that the homeless 
population in Elizabeth, NJ has 
definitely exploded since I last 
remember.  It is noticeable simply by 
walking down the street.
   We are still running a small-scale 
food redistribution program for 
low-income families and elderly 
shut-ins and are still holding weekly 
vigils at the Elizabeth I.C.E. Deten-
tion Center.  Recently we started 
serving a dinner meal on the street 
every Sunday evening at 6:30 pm.  It 
is currently hurricane season on the 
East Coast, so we served our first 
meal, spaghetti in red sauce with 
ground turkey meat, while it was 
raining.  We started serving under 
the route 1 & 9 Highway Bridge on 
Elizabeth Ave., then finished serving 
at the Broad Street train station, both 
common gathering spaces for the lo-
cal houseless community.  We made 
many new friends and even some 
who wanted to get involved in the 
volunteer work themselves.
   We are still doing our work out of 
a small one-bedroom apartment and 
begging for the funds for a bigger 
place.  It seems that buying a house 
to provide hospitality is currently out 
of our means, but we are looking 

at possibly renting a five-bedroom 
place in the seaport section of the city.
   We attended both the 85th anniver-
sary of the Catholic Worker Move-
ment Gathering in Rochester, NY 
and more recently the Atlantic Life 
Community Gathering in Camden, 
NJ.  At the ALC gathering, the two 
youngest members of our commu-
nity, Jesse and Mason (children of 
the other two adult community mem-
bers aside from myself, Erika and 
Dan Rodriguez), were baptized in a 
river in Camden County by Bill and 
Sue Frankel-Streit from the Little 
Flower Catholic Worker Farm.  The 
rest of the ALC participants were 
there to witness and welcome Jesse 
and Mason both into the faith and the 
CW movement.
   If you would like to have more in-
formation about the New Jerusalem 
Catholic Worker or to make a contri-
bution, feel free to call (363)360-8044 
or e-mail njcw@riseup.net.  Since 
we are still having difficulty getting 
a bank account in our own name, 
checks or money orders can be made 
out and sent to the Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker with “NJ Catholic 
Worker” or “New Jerusalem House” 
in the memo.  Our gofundme account 
can also be accessed via the following 
link:  gf.me/u/j4uibf.                     Ω

Alexandria Addesso is a former Los 
Angeles Catholic Worker community 
member and the co-founder of New 
Jerusalem House in her hometown of 
Elizabeth, New Jersey.

transportation.  Our fingerprints, even 
before the industrial world, even be-
fore modern city-states, were all over 
the earth.  Our bodies, long before the 
cyborgs of science fiction, long before 
the development of seeing eye glasses, 
were augmented by the physical 
tools and technologies we developed.  
To be human is to be technological.
   We both love and need this process 
as humans.  What joy we feel when 
we solve even the simplest of prob-
lems.  Imagine:  being one of the first 
humans to figure out that sharpened 
rocks could be turned into means for 
survival; being the first humans to 
figure out that with a little rope and 
a stone bit we could ride a horse; or 
being the first human to figure out 
how to transfer the sound waves of 
their voice to another person a conti-
nent away.  What ability and joy they 
have brought us through their inno-
vations, through their adaptations for 
better survival.
   Certainly there is a darker side to 
this history of innovation.  It was not 
very long after the first sharp point 
was invented that it was thrust into 
the side of another human being.  
Nor was it long before the first do-
mesticated horse was used in a faster, 
more efficient form of warfare, nor 
for the first telephones to be used for 
state-based surveillance.
   But the fact that these technolo-
gies can be used for such disparate 
purposes demonstrates that there is 
no such thing as a good technology 
or an evil technology; there are just 
technologies.  Sometimes they are 
used for purposes of death, some-
times for purposes of liberation.  But 
their development is always a part 
of an ongoing human process taking 
place since our dawning as a species.  
Our evil and good uses of these tech-
nologies demonstrate our morality, 
not the morality of technology.
   My proposal is that we choose nei-
ther technophilia nor technophobia, 
and that we are wary of anyone who 
promises that technology can save 
us (I am looking at you, Elon Musk).  
But we should not deny the promise 
of technology either.  
   Most people who work menial jobs 
do so because they have to, since it 
is their best opportunity to live.  The 
development of automated technol-
ogy to perform this labor in place of 
humans ought to be a celebration for 
us as a species.  A great day it will 
be when nobody is forced to sacrifice 
their bodies to do something they 
would never choose to do out of their 
own free will.
   We are also developing the ability 
to create virtual worlds, whether that 
be through online social networks or 
through VR headsets.  These virtual 
experiences can bring people out of 
isolation and allow them to choose 
how they want to be perceived, as well 
as to overcome physical limitations.  
   There is very promising research 
from the University of Barcelona 
on the positive effect that donning a 
different skin color in virtual reality 
can have in our real world interac-
tions with people of different races.  
Virtual reality also has potential for 
great freedom.
   I understand that this is currently 
not the reality.  Currently, transna-
tional corporations are using techno-
logical advancements to put people 
out of work and increase their profit 
margins.  Currently, many people 
find that living in alternative worlds 
makes them feel even more isolated 
than before.  Powers-that-be are 
finding ways to manipulate informa-
tion on social media, even going so 
far as to manipulate people towards 
dependency on their products via do-
pamine-inducing notifications.  This 
is not to mention that the very means

of producing these technological 
items, from the mining, the shipping, 
the manufacture and assembly, all 
causes more harm than good.   
   But this is the imperfect world we 
live in.  This is the reality that we 
want to improve.  There is no reason 
that we cannot organize our society 
and its usage of technology differ-
ently.  People should be in control of 
their own livelihood, from the mining 
of precious metals, to the assembly 
of VR headsets.  We should have the 
democratic power to regulate the en-
vironmental impact that corporations 
have in the world.  If workers owned 
the means of production, there is no 
reason that we could not all share in 
the rewards of having machines do 
our most mind-numbing and physi-
cally-damaging jobs.  
   In a world where we had a sense 
of social cohesion, we could all take 
pride in humans going to and explor-
ing Mars.  In a world where we gave 
more value to the purposeful use of 
technology rather than the consumer-
ist vision of possession, tools like vir-
tual reality could provide us with new 
and deeper insights about ourselves.
   It comes down to a question of 
values and priorities.  Technology has 
great value for us as humans.  It allows 
us to engage in the problem-solving 
process, to fulfill a part of our very

humanity, and it promises to help 
us grow as a species.  But because 
our contemporary culture values 
economic growth and excess above 
all else, the technology we produce 
reflects this.
   So, I enjoy technology like I enjoy 
a delicious meal or how I go to an art 
museum or watch a football game.  
That is, with guilt.  All of these luxu-
ries are produced and enjoyed by 
some, while many others are harmed 
and exploited in their production and 
consumption.  
   While we must do all we can in our 
short time to ensure that we make this 
world somewhat fairer, if we do not en-
joy the things that make us feel human, 
what world are we fighting for anyway?  
   The development and enjoyment of 
technology within reasonable mod-
eration can be one of those things 
that allows us to feel human for a 
time, and that is not what we want 
to fight against.  Like the Luddites, 
let us strike down the machines of 
the oppressors, but let us not pretend 
to be ascetics.  Let us not be known 
for fighting against technology, but 
rather as those who are fighting for a 
fair and equitable world.                 Ω

Micah Wullschleger is a former 
LACW community member, currently 
teaching in the San Diego area.

religion sees the earth as good, but 
technology assures us that there is only 
room for improvement (which happens 
to look a lot like exploitation).  This 
has been the ideal ever since the earli-
est technologies of fire or agriculture.  
   Soon we will not even need nature.  
Plants can, after all, be grown in 
vitamin water and the sun can be re-
placed by artificial lighting.
   But it is not only physical or envi-
ronmental difficulties that can be over-
come; technology is sure it will solve 
our social ills as well.  Twitter and 
other forms of social media tout the 
ability to bring people together, pre-
sumably to create a more free and just 
world.  However, is it not reasonable 
to presume that for every lonely or iso-
lated person who finds a much needed 
friend, or for every concerned citizen 
who is looking for a way to help make 
the world a better place, there is a 
racist posting in a white supremacist 
forum or that I.S. (or the U.S. military 
for that matter) is recruiting?
   While we are bombarded with 
promises to freely communicate, 
technology offers an extensive sur-
veillance apparatus the likes of which 
were seen as the stuff of science fic-
tion only a couple of decades ago.  
   And, while it assures us it exists to 
enhance people power, it appears to 
have only solidified economic domi-
nance of the many by the very few.  At 
a time when a handful of people own 
as much as the bottom half of the total 
global population, three of the top 
five richest men in the world acquired 
their money specifically from high 
tech and six of the world’s seven most 
valuable corporations are high tech.
   Advances in technology have al-
most always benefited the powerful 
at the expense of the many.  We see 
this with early forms of technology, 
such as agriculture, which created 
surplus wealth and the possibility of 
exploitive leisure and warrior classes, 
or in the development of writing 
which is related to the expansion of 
empire and taxation. 
   We see today that the tools of 
violence are consistently tied to ad-
vances in technology, as they have 
been throughout time.  Metallurgy, 
canned foods, CDs, DVDs, the inter-
net, GPS, digital and satellite photog-
raphy, are all military advances that 
eventually filtered their way down to 
the civilian population.  The bloated 
United States military budget func-
tions year in and year out as a vast 
corporate welfare system through 
which flows funding for research and 
development of technology.
   People will ask if it is possible that 
I consider all technological advance-
ment to be bad.  It is here that medi-
cal technology is lifted up.  It would 
be hard to argue that neither society 
nor I have benefited from certain 
advances in medicine.  However, we 
should not forget that this is again the 
narrow view that underestimates the 
truly ubiquitous nature of technol-
ogy in our society and its detrimental 
effects on health itself.  What are the 
top causes of death today?  Heart 
disease, cancer, respiratory disease, 
diseases caused by the poisonous 
environment and unnatural lifestyles 
that technology has afforded us.
   This is at the heart of the problem 
of technology; it offers us answers 
but with each answer comes ever 
more problems.  We are too eager to 
declare technological advancements 
as net gain.  When this happens, 
technological advancement for its 
own sake becomes good in and of 
itself, without regard for its true 
impact on human life and the bal-
ance of creation.  Soon we are swept 
along by technology without con-

Continued on page 6
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CATHOLIC CLERGY SEX ABUSE AND COVER-UP
I personally have not attended Mass since this current sex scandal was reported.  It is a shameful 
time to be Catholic.  The morning after I first read of the current scandal, I thought of calling the 
bishop of the Los Angeles Episcopal diocese and asking if we could be called the Episcopal Worker.

A GROUP OF PRIESTS USED WHIPS, VIOLENCE, AND 
SADISM IN SEXUALLY ASSAULTING CHILDREN

By JEFF DIETRICH

When the boy finished 
performing oral sex, 
the priest gave him 
holy water to gargle 

so he would be “purified.”  This 
is just one instance of the latest 
revelations in the ongoing priest sex 
abuse scandal within the Catholic 
Church, and it comes to us courtesy 
of Pennsylvania’s Attorney General, 
who convened a two-year grand jury 
investigation into child sex abuse by 
Catholic priests, and reported 300 
priest abusers and more than 1,000 
victims.  The report stated that, “In 
Pittsburg, a group of priests used 
whips, violence, and sadism in sexu-
ally assaulting children, gave their 
victims special gold crosses to mark 
them as having been groomed for 
abuse, and created a child pornogra-
phy ring.  Priests were raping boys 
and girls, and the men of God who 
were responsible for them not only 
did nothing:  they hid it.”
   The state Attorney General’s office 
set up a sex abuse hotline at the be-
ginning of the investigation.  They 
have received more than 400 calls 
since the report came out and specu-
lated that there could be “thousands 
more who have not come forward.”
   These latest revelations come on 
the heels of further reports that Car-
dinal George Pell, who was among 
the highest ranking members of the 
Vatican, faced charges of child sex 
abuse in his native Australia, and 
also the report that the former Arch-
bishop of Washington DC, Theodore 
McCarrick, currently faces credible 
accusations of sex abuse of junior 
seminarians under his care, as well 
as two minors.
   In a letter released to the press by 
former Vatican envoy to the United 
States, Cardinal Carlo Maria Vigano, 
Pope Francis is accused of knowing 
about Cardinal McCarrick but cover-
ing it up.  He called on the Pope to 
resign as an example to other prelates.  
   When reported in the Los Angeles 
Times, the paper framed the letter as 
part of an attempt by the conserva-
tive prelate to force out a liberal pope 
whose theology he finds repugnant.  
As reported in the National Catholic 
Reporter, the Pope politely refused 
to respond to reporters’ questions:  
“Dismissing a document that mixes 
allegations of abuse cover-up with 
claims of an ideological ‘pro gay’ 
agenda among Francis’ associates, 
the Pope himself said, ‘the letter 
speaks for itself…But I will let you 
be journalists.  Go do your job.’”
   Today, as I write this, on the front 
page of the New York Times, it was 
reported that Attorney Generals in 
eight other states:  Indiana, New 
York, New Jersey, Nebraska, Illinois, 
Missouri, Nebraska, and New Mex-
ico were, in the wake of the findings 
in Pennsylvania, convening grand ju-
ries to investigate the priest sex abuse 
issue in their own states.  I suspect 
that they will report similar findings 
as were uncovered in Pennsylvania.
   I personally have not attended Mass 
since this current sex scandal was 
reported.  It is a shameful time to be 
Catholic.  The morning after I first 
read of the current scandal, I thought 

of calling the bishop of the Los Ange-
les Episcopal diocese and asking if we 
could be called the Episcopal Worker.   
   I am utterly depressed and demor-
alized.  We were led to believe that 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops and Pope Francis had handled the 
issue once and for all.  But apparently 
our Church leaders have continued 
with the same old play book of deni-
als and cover-ups.  I suspect that, as 
more states call for investigations, 
we will be in for years of sensational 
headlines about priest sex abuse.
   In the past, many of us read that 
only a small number of priests were 
committing these heinous acts, 
roughly 4%.  But recent revelations 
have caused some commentators to 
raise that estimate to 6%, which still 
seems like a small fraction.  How-
ever, when that 6% is spread out over 
a worldwide Church of 1.5 billion 
members, it amounts to an enormous 
number of priest victimizers and a 
vast number of victims.  Moreover, I 
suspect that, as more priest molesters 
are uncovered with ongoing investi-
gations, that percentage number will 
grow as well.
   Dorothy Day, co-founder of the 
Catholic Worker movement, often 
said that, “the Church is a whore but 
she is our mother.”  Dorothy recog-
nized the historic sins of the Church:  
the inquisition, the crusades, the 
burning of “witches,” the rejection of 
gospel nonviolence, among others.  
She further faulted the Church for 
pandering to the rich at the expense 
of social justice for the poor.  
   But I suspect that Dorothy is turn-
ing over in her grave at this latest and 
ongoing scandal within the Church 
and the callous and cynical attitude 
of the abusers who tragically and 
immorally utilize Church rituals and 
sacraments to “purify” both abusers 
and abused.  One is appalled at the 
deceit and betrayal of Church leaders 
who consistently neglected innocent 
children in favor of protecting the 
institution and continued to place 
known abusers in positions where 
they had access to children.
   The difference between the current 
scandal and past scandals is the pres-
ence of a liberal, independent press 
that is always interested in exposing 
abuse of power and giving voice to 
victims, as well as getting a sex scan-

dal story to sell papers.  That is 
the nature and virtue of the fourth 
estate.  The more the press uncov-
ers, the more the Catholic Church 
will become known as the “Pedophile 
Church.”  And unlike past scandals, 
this one could bring the Church down.   
   If the Church is to survive the next 
ten years of sex scandal revelations, 
it must do public penance, undergo a 
radical transformation starting with 
defrocking all abusers and all bishops 
who participated in cover-ups, as 
well as cooperate fully with civil 
authorities in prosecutions.  Beyond 
this, the Church should end man-
datory celibacy for priests, ordain 
women, and allow priests to marry.  
A few more women priests and 
bishops would go a long way towards 
diminishing the Church as an “old 
boys’ club,” making the Church more 
truthful, transparent, accountable, 
and more empathetic towards the vic-
tims than towards the institution it-
self.  It would also bring them closer 
to the laity and more in touch with 
the mundane realities of childrearing 
and family.
   Unfortunately, I realize that such 
sweeping reforms are unlikely to 
happen, and even if they did happen, 
it would take more than ten years 
to implement.  A more modest and 
realistic proposal is articulated in an 
editorial in the National Catholic 
Reporter:  “We call for a national in-
quiry in every diocese across the 50 
states.  This investigation must be led 
by a body that is independent of the 
Church and includes strong represen-
tation of the laity, especially women 
and non-Catholics…We also call 
upon U.S. bishops to publish a list of 
credibly accused priests and deacons 
and their parish assignments.  It is 
time for this level of transparency so 
that all parishioners can start to re-
gain a trust in their faith institution.”  
   As for me, I am still deeply torn 
about attending regular Sunday 
Mass.  The sluggish side of me likes 
sleeping in on Sunday morning; the 
righteous side of me wants to be in 
open rebellion.  But then, there is a 
side of me that has an indelible mark 
on my soul:  “Once a Catholic, al-
ways a Catholic.”                            Ω               

Jeff Dietrich is a Los Angeles Catho-
lic Worker community member.

LIFE AT 
THE LACW
By SARAH FULLER

As I write this, we are having 
our annual Sister House 
gathering this coming 
weekend (Sept. 15–17).  

For many years, the LACW and its 
sister houses have met at La Casa 
de Maria Retreat Center, near Santa 
Barbara, for this event. However, this 
year, that beautiful facility is still 
recovering from the devastating mud-
slides in January.  So, we are having 
a slightly different event this year at 
Hennacy House, a reunion weekend.   
   As part of the festivities planning 
committee, I have been reviewing 
“home videos” of the LACW over the 
years, many of which are on You-
Tube—check out the innovative cam-
era angles and punk soundtracks of 
videos made by Sybilla and the early 
1990s recordings of Paul McCudden.  
    The videos are fun to watch as 
we see the people and activities of 
five, ten, or almost thirty years ago, 
remembering times past and compar-
ing them to current iterations.   
   Some things are the same.  The 
same people, Jeff, Catherine, young 
folks like Jorge, Tensie, and Julia 
Occhiogrosso, who are now estab-
lished at longtime sister houses, 
chopping salad and buttering bread. 
    The same battered metal water 
canteen we use at the house now is 
seen being loaded into the back of a 
pickup truck; the same folding metal 
chairs identified as formerly of St. 
Bede’s in La Canada are seen set out 
around tables.  People are playing 
guitars and chanting anti-war slogans 
at the same front entrance to federal 
buildings in downtown L.A. still 
frequented by community anti-war 
vigils.  Community members are still 
having debates about the proper way 
to clean a toilet.  The classic LACW 
T-shirts are there, which declare 
boldly, “The Only Solution is Love.”
   Some things, though, are differ-
ent.  There are videos of the old soup 
kitchen at the corner of 6th St. and 
Gladys Ave, damaged by the 1987 
earthquake, being dismantled by 
demolition crews.  The upstairs of 
the downtown clinic building, now 
a storage area, is seen as a bustling 
medical clinic in the early 1990s.  
The beautiful soup kitchen trees 
and garden are not yet planted and 
grown.  Security infrastructure has 
been elaborated at the federal build-
ings.  Some people are older; some 
have moved on, some are no longer 
alive.  There are scenes of cooking in 
the old kitchen, with Zedakah  House 
above.  Gladys Avenue is not densely 
populated with outdoor residential 
campers, as it is now.
   All of this has me thinking about 
the long life of the LACW as it is 
now, what has been transmitted, held, 
changed, and kept from the past.  A
Christian anarchist community 
strives not to be an institution, but 
maintaining fidelity to a mission and 
identify while maintaining creative 
engagement with the unfolding of 
the world, without falling back on 
normative cultural ideas of structure 
and authority, is a challenge.

Continued on page 6
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INTERVIEW WITH 
JESSE AND MARTHA LEWIS

Jesse and Martha on their wedding day

Martha Cooking Jesse washing dishes

Martha receives award from Jeff Jesse with his birthday sign

Our intrepid Agitator reporters in-
terviewed recently retired community 
members Martha and Jesse Lewis 
about their time at the L.A. Catholic 
Worker.  Martha has been a part of 
the LACW for 25 years, and Jesse for 
20.  Martha and Jesse are now living 
in Santa Clarita with another long-
time member, Ann Boden, two cats 
named Blondie and Sneaky Peter, 
and a dog named Tracer.

Agitator:  What brought you to the 
LACW and when?
Jesse: A bus brought me here 20 
years ago.
Agitator:  You just got on the wrong 
bus?
Jesse:  No, I’m kidding.  I came 
from Camarillo.  My job had moved 
there from Sacramento.  Then I left 
because they would not give me a 
raise.  Instead, they gave me my sev-
erance pay, so I came back to L.A.  
The first night I slept on the sidewalk 
near Midnight Mission.  I could not 
sleep well since rats were running 
all around, so I got up and walked 
around until morning.  Then I went 
to St. Vincent Center and they hired 
me the same day.  
   I had already known about the L.A. 
Catholic Worker.  I had stayed there 
for a week when they had the up-
stairs above the old kitchen, Zedakah 
House, before I moved to Sacra-
mento.  I remembered Catherine and 
Jeff from that week.  When I came 
back to L.A. I eventually asked if I 
could come live at the house.  Cath-
erine and Jeff asked me to volunteer 
for a couple of days; but then they 
stopped by the drop-in center where 
I was working and saw some people 
pulling out guns and knives and 
stuff.  That is when they told me that 
I could come and stay at the house.  
Ann Mulder and Eric DeBode were 
my touch-in people.
Martha:  In the 80s, the LACW was 
in the L.A. Times a lot.  I was getting 
the Agitator and was very intrigued 
with the community.  The thing that 
led me to join though was the Persian 
Gulf War and my sense of how wrong 
it was.  I also met Sandi Huckaby.  
She was a neighbor of mine, but also 
lived in the community part time.  
She gave me some formation on the 
outside, and then I moved in. 
Agitator:  What were you doing at 
that time? 
Martha:  I was a parish secretary in 
the San Fernando Valley.
Agitator:  Do you have an earliest 
memory from when you came to the 
LACW?
Jesse:  The first night that I spent in 
the house there was an earthquake.  
I jumped up out of bed and nobody 
came down the stairs hollering so I 
just went back to sleep.
Martha:  Tina Delany’s son Chris-
topher and Eloy were both nine-years-
old when I moved in.  They helped 
me carry all my things upstairs that 
first day.  Now Christopher is married 
and he and his wife have a baby.
Agitator:  What are the biggest 
changes you have seen at the LACW?
Martha:  The biggest change is the 
food line at the kitchen.  When we 
first came the line was much longer.

Jesse:  All the way down to the end 
of the block on 6th Street. Now it 
reaches about half that distance. 
Agitator:  Has Skid Row changed?
Martha:  When I first came, our 
kitchen was really on the eastern pe-
riphery of Skid Row.  That was before 
the Missions were relocated.  Nowa-
days we are much more in the center 
of Skid Row.  Also, downtown Los 
Angeles has gentrified.  That is some-
thing I never thought I would see.
Jesse:  Nowadays it is hard to get 
around in a wheelchair.  If I am tak-
ing the bus, I have to carefully pick 
what stop to get off at because you 
can’t walk everywhere; there are so 
many tents.
Agitator:  What were your favorite 
jobs at the Worker?
Jesse:  When I first started I was 
dishwashing.  Paul Gross was a men-
tor to me and eventually I took over 
a lot of the things he did, like Sunday 
morning coffee in the kitchen garden.
Martha:  My all-time favorite job 
was serving tea in the morning. I 
liked being outside and it was good, 
especially in the cold, to be able to 
offer a hot drink. When we started 
serving tea it was not very crowded 
and there was a real chance to visit a 
bit with everybody.  
Jesse:  That is why I really liked cof-
fee on Sundays; people loved it.
Agitator:  How did you two get 
together?
Jesse:  I knew I wanted to marry 
her early on.  When G.W. Bush was 
elected, I said to myself, “Shit, Bush 
is going to kill us all.”  And so, at a 
summer party at our friend Patty’s 
house, I asked her. I said, “You don’t 
have to answer me now.” Then later 
that week, on Wednesday, I asked 
her in front of the whole community 
and she could not say no.  Catherine 
suggested that we could get married 
at the sister house retreat since it was 
coming up.  We did and then stayed 
there at La Casa de Maria Retreat 
Center for our honeymoon.
Martha:  Something I found very 
attractive about Jesse was that one 
day, when someone was complaining 
about our workload, Jesse said to me, 
“Work?  This isn’t work; this is vol-
unteering.  Work is operating a jack-
hammer for ten hours each day!”  And 
I thought that was a refreshing attitude.

Agitator:  Are there any guests that 
stick out in your mind over the years?
Martha:  So many!  Reneé, Oscar, 
Clarence, Ed Birmingham, Joe Gar-
cia, and all the guests that now live at 
the house.  
Agitator:  What were the most diffi-
cult and most life-giving things about 
your time at the LACW?
Martha:  I felt a lot of anxiety at 
the kitchen, but also a lot of love; the 
same thing with living in community. 
It is really painful saying goodbye to 
people who you have shared a lot of 
experiences with, experiences that 
are pretty unique. But community 
life is also really life-giving. You 
could never do this type of work 
without it, and it is never boring.  
You meet fascinating people, but 
there are inevitably differences in the 
ways people perceive the world and 
different ideas about how things  are 
supposed to be done.
Agitator:  A lot of people come 
to  join the LACW for a few years, 
but you both were here for a longer 
amount of time.  Do you have any 
tips for the long haul?
Jesse:  Just keep busy and keep your 
friends close.
Martha:  I always appreciated the 
Catholic Worker because it is a very 
complete kind of life, where there is 
a chance to grow intellectually.  Your 
spirituality is also a piece of it as well 
as your mind.  The opportunity to 
serve is very beautiful and commu-
nity is very beautiful.  I think overall, 
it is pretty unbeatable as a life path.
Agitator:  Any advice for serving 
people well?
Jesse:  Get to know people you are 
serving. Talk with people. Sunday 
morning coffee was always a good 
day to catch up with people and talk 
to them more.
Martha:  Practice, practice.  There 
is a lot of opportunity for failure, so 
you have to keep practicing.  
Agitator:  Do you have any advice 
for the future of the Catholic Worker 
or for folks now in the movement?
Jesse:  Just keep on humping.  That’s 
the truth.  Just keep at it over and 
over and it will rub off on you.
Agitator:  Any closing words? 
Martha:  I will be forever grateful to 
the L.A. Catholic Worker.
Jesse:  Me too.                                Ω

WE HAVE BEEN DUPED
LIVING IN THE THICK OF IT, IN THE UNDERBELLY OF THE WORLD, WORKING FOR JUSTICE CAN BE EXHAUSTING

When capitalism needs more resources or cheaper labor to continue maximizing profits for owners and shareholders, it cuts social services 
and invests taxpayer money into local or international policing. The U.S. invests roughly half its budget towards war and militarization.

By MATT HARPER

Each year, thousands of col-
lege graduates commit to 
extended post grad service.    
Their experiences in the 

classroom, the local community, 
and on immersion trips enfleshed 
their values and moved their hearts. 
Similarly, each year certain local 
tragedies gain national traction and 
inspire people of privilege to take 
action: white people responding to 
the murder of unarmed black youths, 
Christians and men with documenta-
tion responding to the power-backed 
hate of politicians. In both cases, 
people decided they could no longer 
stand idly by, that being involved 
was a moral imperative. 
   But living in the thick of it, in the 
underbelly of the world, working for 
justice can be exhausting. For people 
who have not had to build up a toler-
ance to the reality of slow-to-change 
systemic injustice, we can be fragile: 
afraid of criticism, unable to hear of 
our mistakes, and ultimately unwill-
ing to lose the bribes of privilege. 
To be clear, the immensity of the 
problems are indeed daunting, the 
models to inspire us are seemingly 
few, the pressure felt from family 
and friends of privilege is strong, the 
seeming complexity of the issues 
is great, our economic wants and 
needs can be pressing. Therefore, 
it is sad but unsurprising that many 
of us choose to return to the path of 
hardly-questioned privilege, leaving 
behind those who do not have the 
same luxury. Why is this the case?  
    Wanting to help is an act of charity. 
(It also carries seeds of paternalism 
and self-aggrandizement, but that is 
not our focus today). This benevo-
lence is enough to inspire action, it is 
not enough to sustain it. To be a true 
accomplice in the movement for jus-
tice requires: time and roots, follow-
ing the lead of and being accountable 
to impacted communities, sustained 
political education, deep relationship-
building, and so much more. Investing 
in these out of rage, guilt, or ego will 
not hold our commitment. Without 
a personal stake in the work, our 
motivation, outrage, and participation 
dissipate. It is easy to avoid that which 
does not seem to impact our immedi-
ate experience or intimate circles.
   Those of us with privilege have 
to stop seeing our participation as 
benevolence for the “other” and 
begin to recognize, rather, that it 
is in our self-interest to dismantle 
unjust systems. For many, thinking 
that (for example) white people have 
something to personally gain from 
the end of racism is counterintuitive 
or even repugnant. Let me be clear, 
this truth is not an equating of what 
is at stake for different communities; 
the terror unleashed on marginalized 
communities is barbaric and unparal-
leled. But the cost of the privileges 
someone like me reaps from the ex-
istence of racism, classism, sexism, 
heterosexism and ableism need to be 
accurately assessed.
   We must begin by recognizing that 
we have been duped. Like a contract 
with restrictive covenants, egregious 
stipulations, and unjust and inequita-
ble penalties, we have been sold the 
“American Dream” and it is a bill of 
goods. Like pharmaceuticals, many 
people of privilege buy into it, 

choosing to accept the short-term 
relief without much thought for the 
long-term consequences. But just as 
advertisements try to hide the nasty 
side effects, we are never told about 
the negative impacts of our accep-
tance of this rotten system. We are 
never shown our personal stake.
   But in order to fully understand our 
personal stake, we must be honest 
about the basics of the U.S. eco-
nomic system. Capitalism is amoral; 
there is nothing about it that guaran-
tees or even values fairness or col-
lective well-being. But it does have a 
guiding principle: the maximization 
of output (profit) for owners and 
stockholders through the minimiza-
tion of input (wages, benefits, costly 
safety regulations, etc.).  
   Employers benefit from anything 
that can cheapen resources, limit 
regulations, and devalue the labor of 
the worker. Non-male labor, undocu-
mented labor, part-time labor, and 
“uneducated” labor are thus seen as 
extraordinarily valuable. Not only 
does capitalism desire the deval-
ued labor of specific groups, but it 
attempts to offer other incentives 
to other groups to play along. The 
U.S. Empire was built on genocide, 
enslavement, land theft, resource ex-
traction, and exploitation, all of which 
become easier—more socially accept-
able, more legislatively justifiable—
when the affected people are dehu-
manized and devalued.  Therefore, 
racism, sexism, ableism, and classism 
are fundamental to capitalism. 
   Again, though, we are faced with 
the question: why do people of privi-
lege have a personal stake in fighting 
for a more just world?   
    Although many of us in privilege 
have not had to believe in the reality 
of global warming, we must take 
seriously the looming risks to the 
survival of the planet. Capitalism has 
taught us to see the impact climate 
change is having on poor nations of 
color as unconnected to our procure-
ment, production, consumption, and 
pollution habits. But people of privi-
lege cannot relocate global warming 
and its impacts solely to low income 
communities of color the ways we 
have tried to relocate hazardous 
waste treatment, storage and disposal 
facilities. The planet earth is nearing 
the tipping point of uninhabitability 
for everyone. We all have a personal 
stake in addressing this, though we 
must not forget that our attempts at 
minimizing our individual carbon 
footprint are not enough. We must 
curtail the carbon craters of major 
corporations and the U.S. military.
   The risk of species survival is also 
impacted by the real threat of nuclear 
war. In a patriarchal culture that 
teaches men to measure their value 
by aggression and domination, that 
teaches them they are allowed to do 
whatever they want without worry 
for consequence, an infantile mega-
lomaniac has been given the author-
ity to launch nuclear weapons for 
any reason. Given the historic roles 
U.S. presidents have played med-
dling in other countries’ economic 
and political affairs, it is unsurprising 
that others are bowing in deference 
to our threats of power. Instead of 
minimizing global anger and aiding 
denuclearization, our policies and 
practices do the opposite, and none 
of us will escape the impacts of any 

future use of nuclear weapons.  
   But the impacts on people of 
privilege are more than about just 
our physical survival. When we are 
taught to exist in the world through 
a lens of superiority, control, and 
power, we damage relationships and 
wound the people we profess to care 
about. When white males act through 
an enculturation of discrimination, 
we can devalue the gifts and discredit 
the insights of others. We speak 
over people and pass over them; 
we assume their criminality--and 
worse. Not only must we care about 
the damage we can cause those with 
whom we build relationships, we 
must also recognize that people can-
not afford the time to build healthy 
relationships when they cannot af-
ford to live a dignified life.
   This not affording to live a digni-
fied life is not limited to margin-
alized groups alone. People of 
privilege also have a personal stake 
around our own economic security. 
In capitalism, as workers, we are 
valued primarily by our capacity 
to labor. Labor is indispensable, 
individual workers are not. There 
is no worker free from the risk of 
disposability and replacement. Our 
likelihood of disposability increases 
at whatever point we can no longer 
labor, or whatever point we need 
more resources from the system than 
we can contribute.
    Moreover, people start with varied 
health levels. Add to this the fact that 
many are literally working them-
selves to death to provide for their 
families, often for companies that 
would replace them within a week if 
they dropped dead or were unable to 
labor anymore. Forgetting the many 
who die from the long-term effects 
of modern U.S. employment, men 
suffered 92% of the fatal workplace 
accidents in 2010 despite working 
only 56% of the hours (Bureau of 
Labor Statistics).
    And as unemployment and 
underemployment climb the class 
ladder, many people of privilege still 
pledge allegiance to the interests of 
the capitalist class despite the fact 
that most of us are closer to living 
on the streets than living secure and 
financially safe. Some studies sug-
gest one-quarter of homeless people 
have jobs and 41% of all homeless 
families contain at least one work-
ing parent. All of us, whether it is 
when we are 8 or 80, will ultimately 
reach a point where we can no longer 
physically, mentally, or economi-
cally meet the demands placed on us. 
What value do you think capitalism 
will find in us then? 
    Companies make few, if any, 
promises to workers; self-interest 
and high profits are their ultimate 
priorities. This means workers are 
constantly at risk for cuts to their 
hours and benefits, for lower wages, 
for the outsourcing or automation of 
their labor.  If we have loved ones 
that require supportive care—an 
aging parent or differently-abled 
child—this system will ultimately 
make us choose between taking care 
of them or passing them along to an 
underfunded care network. More-
over, let us be clear, the few flimsy 
and underfunded programs society 
has to support people who need as-
sistance are not valued by capitalism. 
They are programs to mitigate the

impacts of capitalism on workers, 
and as we see daily, they are not 
guaranteed.  
    Yet when capitalism needs more 
resources or cheaper labor to contin-
ue maximizing profits for owners and 
shareholders, it cuts social services 
and invests taxpayer money into 
local or international policing. The 
U.S. invests roughly half its budget 
towards war and militarization. We 
have continually destabilized coun-
tries, installed puppet governments, 
and entered into perpetual war under 
false pretenses (i.e. WMDs in Iraq), 
all for U.S. economic and political 
interests (the pursuit of which has led 
to the complexity of global terrorism). 
On the local level, cities invest half 
their budgets into policing despite the 
fact that criminalizing poverty, home-
lessness, and race do not solve any 
problems (though we legally enslave 
those incarcerated to allow corpora-
tions to profit off of them).
   These constantly expanding bud-
gets strip resources from all of our 
communities. Look at the divestment 
from and deterioration of the public 
education system, affordable hous-
ing, social security, after-school and 
food programs. The list goes on. As 
we speak, Los Angeles County wants 
to spend $3.5 billion to expand the 
jail system and improve its capac-
ity to incarcerate those with mental 
health challenges. Jailing people 
does not help in their restoration and 
health; it supports corporate profit 
and cheapens a labor force. Imagine 
how else our communities could use  

that money! And let us not forget 
that although mass incarceration has 
most notably impacted communities 
of color, it has also impacted white 
folks too. In 1977 there were 42,955 
white and 26,184 black people incar-
cerated. By 2016, there were 440,200 
white and 487,300 black people 
incarcerated (Bureau of Justice 
Statistics).  
     The impacts of the system on 
people of privilege extend also to our 
emotional health. Not being able to 
meet the expectations placed on us to 
fit into the cultural ideal of masculin-
ity, employment, and health can lead 
to unfathomable guilt, shame, and 
self-blaming. For example, many 
feel incredible shame in not being 
employed at a living wage, which are 
rarities for any phase of capitalism. 
No matter whether we are young or 
old, the stress and anxiety of “not 
making it,” and the accompanying 
social pressures, harm each of us. 
    And how do we deal with those 
emotions? Men are socialized to 
sublimate their feelings and invest in 
activities that will prove our strength 
and masculinity. We have not devel-
oped the skills or support networks 
from which to ask for help. We learn 
to isolate ourselves and keep rela-
tionships at an arm’s-distance. We 
are socialized into numbing our feel-
ings with drugs (the present opioid 
crisis typifying this reality), alcohol, 
and sex. I name those not to crimi-
nalize them, but to recognize we are 
not given solutions to our problems.

Continued on page 6
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sideration of whether or not it is 
carrying us in a direction we want 
to go.  Nuclear weaponry is most 
illustrative of this point.  The bomb 
exists for its own good, because it 
can, not in the service of life.  It ex-
ists only to destroy the world.
   Even in more benign ways we see 
technology supplanting life.  We can 
see it in the way cities are designed 
to accommodate cars instead of peo-
ple.  We can see it in the way that 
virtual reality has gradually sup-
planted human contact.  “How many 
friends do you have?” is a question 
with a different connotation today 
than twenty years ago.  If it did not 
happen on social media, it did not 
happen, has become a philosophy 
for many people.  So it is no surprise 
that you can find articles online 
with tips for choosing your most 
Instagram-worthy vacation wardrobe 
or the best locations to make your 
Instagram friends jealous.
   The logical conclusion of this 
line of thinking is virtual reality or 
some sort of benevolent form of 
“the matrix” that will one day allow 
us to completely transcend real-
ity.  In the end, this arrangement of 
complete disengagement is no better 
than the view of some misguided 
Christians who believe that life on 
earth is completely meaningless, 
to be shunned, with eyes only for a 
utopian afterlife outside of time or 
at least space.  The religious simi-
larities are difficult to ignore.
   Like all fundamentalist religions, 
technology requires obedience.  It 
is taboo to question either technol-
ogy’s efficaciousness or its benevo-
lence, but this is what needs to hap-
pen if we are to desecrate, literally 
de-sacralize technology.  We must 
not place our hope in technology 
nor believe its unseen promises.
     I am not naïve.  We cannot return 
to the mythic Garden of Eden.  Any 
amount of divestment from technol-
ogy as a society would take some 
time.  But as the world burns around 
us, we should consider seriously 
how we got to this place and we 
need to seriously consider where we 
put our faith.                                  Ω                             

Theo Kayser is a Los Angeles Cath-
olic Worker community member.
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   Theologian William Stringfellow 
teaches us in his book An Ethic for 
Christians and other Aliens in a 
Strange Land, that any human-cre-
ated group (a government, family, 
non-profit, business, religious insti-
tution, etc.) may become a destruc-
tive institution, and indeed as he de-
scribes it, a demonic force, and that 
a hallmark of that identity is that the 
institution becomes concerned pri-
marily with its own survival, even 
or especially at the cost of human 
life, and in doing so betrays any 
good mission it may have originally 
had. This theological analysis by 
Stringfellow underscores the impor-
tance of resisting the pull towards 
institutionality, even if that pull can 
be subtle, hard to identify, easy to 
ignore, or disguised as a move to-
wards culturally valued states such 
as those of increased efficiency, 
scale, ease, respectability, homoge-
neity, or prestige.
   This analysis also underscores 
the importance of being aware that 
such a pull towards institutionality 
and the demotion of human life is 
common and pervasive.  Indeed it 
surrounds us.  Many of us grow up 
in families where the protection of 
“family secrets,” or ideas about fam- 

ily respectability outweigh the needs 
of individual family members for 
value, understanding, and honesty.
   Many grow up attending churches 
that provide, on the one hand, beau-
tiful ideals about love and belong-
ing, and even demonstrate care and 
provide nurture, identity, and com-
munity, but simultaneously provide 
teachings about judgment, exclu-
sion, and the protection of church 
image and authority.  This  can lead 
to inhumanely prioritizing perceived 
institutional needs over the protec-
tion of human lives, as is unfold-
ing with continuing revelations of 
church sexual abuse cover-ups.  In 
protecting the institutional above 
the human, this is the antithesis of 
Jesus’ teachings.
   The problem is, we need each oth-
er.  Humans need to live with each 
other.  However, we have a poor 
record of living together well, espe-
cially with the pull towards the faults 
of institutionality, but even from the 
perspective of every human’s inter-
nal mix of trouble, kindness, beauty, 
and weakness. A trouble of living 
together springs from the confusion 
and hurt of this mix.
   James, in his epistle, talking 
about the importance of speaking 
wisely to each other, says, “Can 
both fresh water and salt water flow 
from the same spring?   Neither can 
a salt spring produce fresh water” 
(James 3:11-12).  And yet, a hu-
man experience is trepidation and 
bewilderment, going to the spring 
for necessary water, knowing that 
you may get sickening salt water 
when you need the fresh water 
to live, knowing that you have to 
do what you can to get the water 
and not knowing where else to go.  
Maybe even worse, is the human 
experience of hoping to be a spring 
of life-giving water for others and 
knowing that what you have offered 
instead, in this time or that, to this 
person or that, is the hurt and pain 
of salt water that has gushed out of 
you and filled another person’s cup 
with sickness and bitterness.   
   A teacher of love, bell hooks, 
writes in her book, All About Love:  
New Visions, that our culture has a 
poverty of understanding around 
the concept of love, even a hesi-
tancy to define love.  She thinks a 
definition is important, though, and 
uses one from M. Scott Peck:  love 
is “the will to extend one’s self for 
the purpose of nurturing one’s own 
or another’s spiritual growth.”  She 
further defines love as a learned ac-

tion that involves being able “to mix 
various ingredients—care, affection, 
recognition, respect, commitment, 
and trust, as well as honest and open 
communication.” 
   She says that many things we learn 
to call love are not really love, as 
they do not include this action or all 
of these ingredients.  For example, 
she describes a long journey of com-
ing to understand her own family, 
which provided her with “an odd 
mixture of care and unkindness” as 
providing something different than 
love.  bell hooks proposes we need 
a right understanding of love, a way 
of teaching and learning love.  Oth-
erwise, we learn to give and accept 
a mixed draught that is not love.
   The apostle James recommends 
wisdom to avoid the tragedy and 
absurdity of poisoning the people 
we wish to love.  In his epistle he 
says, “The wisdom that comes 
from heaven is first of all pure; then 
peace-loving, considerate, submis-
sive, full of mercy and good fruit, 
impartial, and sincere.  Peacemakers 
who sow in peace reap a harvest of 
righteousness. Who is wise and un-
derstanding among you?  Let them 
show it by their good life, by deeds 
done in the humility that comes 
from wisdom” (James 3:17-18, 13).
   Jesus, another teacher of love, in 
John’s Gospel tells his mixed crowd 
of supporters and detractors, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me and 
drink.  Whoever believes in me, as 
Scripture has said, rivers of living wa-
ter will flow from within them” (John 
7:37-38).  The gospel writer further 
elaborates what he means here, the 
Holy Spirit, nourishment and inspira-
tion for ourselves and others.
   The churches, our families, the 
Catholic Worker communities—
places we go for nourishment—these 
are mixed wells, as we are all hu-
man.  We live in an imperfect world 
full of fallen and difficult people 
and groups.  We need to continually 
practice and learn what love is, to 
refine our practice, to identify our 
ingredients and alter the mix.  We 
have teachers to help us along the 
way, examples, and mentors, but our 
teachers also offer us mixed lessons.  
We should always be alert for good 
lessons, with wisdom and discern-
ment, especially from unexpected 
sources.  We have to be willing to 
learn and move in the direction of 
life-giving transparent water distribu-
tion, trusting in the Holy Spirit and 
concerned with human beings, in 
every generation.                            Ω                         

Sarah Fuller is a Los Angeles Cath-
olic Worker community member.

HARPER, cont’d from p.5

Our misbehavior or “poor function-
ing” is attributed to our will and 
effort, not the possibility of trauma, 
mental health, toxic cultural stan-
dards, or worse. We therefore self-
medicate in the only way we see as 
socially acceptable.  
    We may also turn to rage and 
anger, the only socially acceptable 
emotions for men. We turn to roman-
tic partners and expect them to care 
for us and fix us—a huge burden 
that is not theirs to hold. We come 
home to our partners and children 
and take out our frustration (from 
power wielded over us at work) on 
them. The trauma of violence, which 
many experience in the home and 
elsewhere, impacts the structure of 
and chemicals in the brain (NIH). 
This then gets passed down intergen-
erationally; hurt people hurt people. 
And sometimes, when the stress and 
shame is too great, we take our own 
lives. Although the problem is not 
exclusively a white male problem, 
white males accounted for 7 of 10 
suicides in 2016 (American Founda-
tion for Suicide Prevention). Too 
many of us know people who have 
ended their lives.  
    And though people can be noble 
in their attempts to support each 
other in this broken system, we 
should be directing energy and 
resources into dismantling unjust 
structures rather than mitigating or 
excusing them. We praise people for 
donating their time off to pregnant 
coworkers rather than refusing to 
stand for practices that do not offer 
reasonable maternity and paternity 
care. We tolerate companies like 
Wal-Mart and Amazon, companies 
grossing billions of dollars, yet pay-
ing workers so little that they qualify 
for public assistance (food stamps).  
    I could keep going but I won’t. 
Linda Burnham, talking about the 
band the Ebony Hillbillies, asserts 
that people of privilege live in a 
world where many are suffering 
from delusions about who the master 
is. They are suffering from delusions 
about who they actually are and they 
pay a very high price for persisting 
in delusion. We are shocked and 
resentful when the system does not 
work in the way we believe it prom-
ised it would. Many of us believe 
we have jumped through the hoops 
we were supposed to, yet it has not 
solved our problems or guaranteed 
our security. We need to begin to 
see that we have been lied to and 
we have lost much in the process. 
It is time to call the system’s bluff. 
As Maya Angelou recognized, when 
you know better you can do better. 
    Let us refuse to accept the bribes 
of white privilege, or male privilege, 
of class privilege, of able-bodied 
privilege to go along with this sys-
tem. Let us see that these “privi-
leges” cost not only those who exist 
in different bodies, but us too. Let us 
see that a politics of solidarity is our 
best defense against this dehumaniz-
ing system because we have so much 
personally at stake. As indigenous 
Australian Lilla Watson said, “If 
you have come here to help me, you 
are wasting your time. But if you 
have come because your liberation 
is bound up with mine, then let us 
work together.” The work will be 
slow, hard, and confusing, but its 
goal is liberation, health, security, 
and so much more. What could be 
more worth our commitment, our 
lives? That which we do for the least 
of God’s children we do not only for 
God, but for ourselves as well.       Ω

Matt Harper is an LACW community 
member and an editor of the Agita-
tor.
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MORE ON U.S. IMPERIALISM

MILWAUKEE 14 ANNIVERSARY

In the early evening of Sept. 24, 1968, 
14 men — including five Catholic 
priests and a minister from the Church 
of Scientology — raided a federal office 
in downtown Milwaukee, took thou-
sands of draft cards, carried them to a 
patch of grass across the street and set 
them on fire with homemade napalm.
   The Milwaukee 14 included: Don 
Cotton, Michael Cullen, Fr. Robert Cun-
nane, James Forest, Jerry Gardner, Bob 
Graf, Rev. Jon Higgenbotham, Fr. Jim 
Harney, Fr. Al Janicke, Doug Marvy, 
Fr. Anthony Mullany, Fred Ojile.  Bro. 
Basil OLeary,  Fr. Larry Rosebaugh.
                     —milwaukee14today.com

DAVID McREYNOLDS – R.I.P. 
October 25, 1929 – August 17, 2018

David Ernest McReynolds, one of the 
first openly gay U.S. politicians, was 
a prominent democratic socialist who 
was twice a candidate for President 
of the United States, running atop 
the ticket of the Socialist Party USA 
in 1980 and 2000. He was also an 
audacious pacifist antiwar activist and 
prolific photographer. He described 
himself as “a peace movement bureau-
crat” during his 40-year career with 
the War Resisters League. For decades, 
McReynolds was a rigorous, principled 
proponent of nonviolent social change 
and among the most outspoken social-
ists and pacifists in the U.S., an orga-
nizer who combined a belief in wealth     
redistribution with a fierce opposition     

to the Vietnam War and nuclear 
weapons. In 1965, as a leader of the 
War Resisters League, he spurred 
a wave of antiwar demonstrations 
when he joined four other men who 
set fire to their draft cards in a public 
defiance of federal law. McReynolds 
drew the attention of the FBI and 
landed in jail several times as a result 
of his activism. He died from injuries 
from a fall in his home in New York.
David McReynolds - ¡PRESENTE!

THE COST OF U.S. WARS

The U.S. spent $700 billion on the 
military in 2017.
Since 2001 there have been 6,800 
U.S. troops killed in combat.
Since 2001 ongoing U.S. wars have 
cost $5.6 trillion.
Trump’s NATO military spending 
request would add $600 billion to 
military spending.
The war in Afghanistan is costing 
U.S. taxpayers $4 million per hour.
Each Air Force F22 fighter jet costs 
$60,000 per hour to operate. At an 
average of 300 hours per year, the 
total cost is $18 billion--for each jet. 
Add to this $350 million in produc-
tion cost for each of the 187 F22s.                        
                   — nationalpriorities.org

Based on research by UC Berkeley 
Labor Center:
One in three California workers has a 
low-wage job.  The average age is 36.

Only 6% are teens. 45% have at least 
some college education.  Nearly 60% 
are married and/or have children.
              — laborcenter.berkeley.edu

Despite having the world’s largest 
military budget, five times larger 
than the next six countries combined, 
the largest number of military bases 
–more than 180 – in the world, and 
the most expensive military-indus-
trial complex, the U.S. has failed to 
win a single war in the 21st century.
   The U.S. has been engaged in 
multiple wars and coups since the 
beginning of the 21st century.  These 
include Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, 
Syria, Somalia, Palestine, Venezuela 
and the Ukraine. Moreover, Wash-
ington’s secret intelligence agencies 
have financed five surrogate terrorist 
groups in Pakistan, China, Russia, 
Serbia and Nicaragua.
   The U.S. has suffered hundreds 
of thousands of casualties—dead, 
maimed and deranged soldiers. 
The more the Pentagon spends, the 
greater the losses and subsequent 
retreats. When will it end?
                         — globalresearch.ca

50-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Viva House, the Catholic Worker 
in Baltimore, Maryland, recently 
celebrated its 50th anniversary. Willa 
Bickham and Brendan Walsh moved 
into a Mount St. rowhome in August, 
1968, where they have remained to 

this day.  In 1968 the former semi-
narian Brendan Walsh and former 
nun Willa Bickham, who were both 
part of the anti-war movement in 
Baltimore, married and bought a 
rowhome for $1,000.  50 years later, 
they have served one million meals, 
distributed 375 tons of food and 
housed more than 3,000 women, 
children, and men. Congratulations, 
Willa and Brendan!

LEONARD PELTIER UPDATE

On September 12, Leonard Peltier 
turned 74.  Native American activ-
ist Leonard Peltier was (wrongly) 
convicted of murdering an FBI agent 
at Wounded Knee Reservation in 
1973. He has spent more than 42 
years in prison for a crime he did 
not commit. Prosecutors and fed-
eral agents manufactured evidence 
against him (including the so-called 
“murder weapon”); hid proof of his 
innocence; presented false testimony 
obtained through torturous inter-
rogation techniques; ignored court 
orders; and lied to the jury. There 
is yet another attempt to win his 
freedom with a postcard campaign 
to ask President Trump to grant him 
clemency. We ask that you please 
consider joining this effort by going 
to whoisleonardpeltier.info where 
you can order the colorful postcards, 
and where you can also learn about 
him, his case, his art, and join his 
support network.

CALIFORNIA LOW-WAGE
WORKERS

   If our goal at the LACW is to be 
expendable (of little significance when 
compared to the overall purpose), then 
you are bound to enjoy this House 
Journal given its usual writers (Theo 
Kayser and Sarah Fuller) are off 
gallivanting in the Southwestern part 
of the country.  Fortunately for all of 
us, many things are afoot at the Los 
Angeles Catholic Worker, so there is 
no shortage of things to share. 
   Resistance has been a strong part 
of the LACW summer. Most notably, 
continuing a long-standing tradition, 
the LACW trekked up to Guadalupe, 
CA, to join a variety of activists in 
commemorating the 73rd anniversary 
of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. Former LACW com-
munity member and co-founder of 
Beatitude House, Tensie Hernandez, 
participated in civil disobedience and 
was arrested at Vandenberg Air Force

Base as friends and Workers joined 
in protest. Weeks later, a conference 
celebrating the 50-year anniversary 
of the Milwaukee 14 draft card burn-
ing took place in Wisconsin. Jeff 
Dietrich was invited to speak at the 
celebration and participated in the 
festivities. The community has also 
continued their resistance to the fenc-
es on Skid Row, and because of the 
persistence of Kaleb Havens, three 
of the fences blocking our friends 
from sleeping on the sidewalks have 
been taken down.
   Recognizing balance is important; 
there has also been a great invest-
ment in community building over 
food and fun these last weeks. A few 
handfuls of Workers—core com-
munity, extended community, and 
guests—ventured out to a Dodger 
game with our homemade, cost-ef-
ficient “Worker” Dogs. Our resident 
St. Louis natives coordinated the 
outing, Megan Ramsey and Theo, 
which made it only fair that the 
Dodgers allowed the Cardinals to 
win. On top of that, spending time in 
the Skid Row community with a big 
pot of chili (supporting Los Angeles 
Community Action Network’s Labor 
Day celebration) and with oatmeal 
and coffee (each Wednesday at the 
Skid Row Refresh Spot hygiene cen-
ter) have provided more quality time 
with our friends downtown.
   Time away in nature has also proven 
important in the self-care processes of 
the LACW.   The very nonexclusive 
Hippie Kitchen Crew began their first 
Monthly Hike with an arduous ascent 
to Sturtevant Falls. Then, while in 
Guadalupe, a group of Workers visited 
Marrow Bay and had the chance to 
watch sea otters, stingrays, and whales 
of an unknown variety. For Megan’s 
birthday, a contingent joined Megan, 
her partner Josh, and sister Leah for 
the second Monthly Hike with long-

time extended community volunteer 
Pawel Chmielewski near Lake Ar-
rowhead. Next time the group hopes 
to try hang gliding. Some of the Work-
ers also visited farmer Nick Zetts in 
Rancho Palos Verdes to explore the 
coastal farm he manages. Fortunately 
the tomatoes, vineyards, and putting 
green were not enough to pull the 
Workers away from their work here. 
   The last months have also been a 
period of noteworthy ends. Starting 
chronologically, we saw the end of 
our summer internship and had to 
say goodbye to our lovely interns: An-
gelica, Benny, Mayer, and Romario.  
   Then, Jeff announced his retirement 
after 48 years at the L.A. Catholic 
Worker. Though he has opted to step 
back from overseeing the Agitator and 
attending community meetings, his re-
tirement does permit him to continue 
working at the kitchen and throughout 
house life, just at a well-deserved, less 
responsible pace. 
   This last month also saw the end of 
the LACW poultry experience, as city 
life has proven itself just too danger-
ous for our chickens. 
   Jeff’s retirement, among other mat-
ters, was a topic of conversation in the 
community’s continued, challenging, 
but oh-so-important visioning meet-
ings with long-time community friend, 
Kathy Shinhoven.  As the community 
continues to explore what the LACW 
can and may look like in the future, the 
many perspectives, experiences, and 
ideas shared continue to push the group 
on in faithful and accountable ways. 
   Part of that future will assuredly 
involve the extended LACW network, 
which made the Sister House Gather-
ing such a treat. La Casa de Maria, our 
traditional retreat center, was devas-
tated by mudslides early this year and 
had to temporarily close.  Because of 
this, the LACW decided to host people 
in our own Ammon Hennacy House 

of Hospitality, changing the format 
from “retreat” to “gathering.” Friends 
joined from the Burning Bush 
Center for the Working Poor as 
well as Guadalupe, San Bruno, Las 
Vegas, Orange County, and Casa 
Colibri (Mexico) Catholic Workers. 
The festivities included yoga (led by 
Jo-Casa Colibri), linoleum carving 
(led by Sarah), perusing old photo 
albums, watching old Worker videos, 
community check-ins, liturgy (led by 
Julia Occhiogrosso-Las Vegas), and 
tons of great food. Though we were 
sad to miss out on our regular retreat, 
a great time was had by all. 
   It is amazing how large the LACW 
family is. It includes all those who 
support us with their time, money, 
prayer, and labor, and we really 
could not do this work without the 
incredible generosity of so many. And 
though our gratitude for all supporters 
cannot be adequately conveyed here, 
we do want to articulate our grati-
tude for a few particular people and 
communities because of the unique 
donations over the last few months: 
halal chicken donations (A-Noohi), a 
new fridge pan for our kitchen back 
refrigerator (Dick Heiser), a new 
washing machine (St. John Eudes), 
moments of celebration (Catch 21 
Seafood Restaurant), beautiful 
tomatoes (Nick Zetts), Tuesday eve-
ning feasts (Cathy Lingaman, Bob 
Jacobs, Rosemary Occhiogrosso 
and Steve Fischer), greater under-
standing of L.A. zoning (Henrietta 
Brouwers and John Malpede from 
the Los Angeles Poverty Depart-
ment, and Jerry Jones from the 
Inner City Law Center), a cow dona-
tion and hundreds of blankets (Tim 
Carey), and so many more. To all 
who support us, a big THANK YOU!
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SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:

LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org 
 1.  Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
        632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
       (323) 267-8789
  2.  Hospitality Kitchen (aka Hippie Kitchen)
        821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
       (213) 614-9615

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728    http://lvcw.org

ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304    http://occatholicworker.org

SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420

HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364

KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706     
http://catholicworkerhospitalityhouse.org

BEATITUDE HOUSE
267 Campodonico Ave., Guadalupe, CA 93434-1501
(805) 343-6322   www.facebook.com/beatitudehouse

ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410  http://sbcw.org   lizaOSB@aol.com 
CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER 
Ocampo #2 Hostotipaquillo, Jalisco Mexico C.P. 46440
http://casacolibricw.com
011-52 - 386-744-5063  -  casacolibricw@gmail.com

AMANI HOUSE - NAIROBI, KENYA, AFRICA
mdavidomondi@gmail.com

NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC WORKER
aaddesso@riseup.net

C A T H O L I CCHRISTMAS ON SKID ROW
WE NEED CANES, STAMPS, SOCKS, SANDALS, RAZORS
CALENDARS, RAIN PONCHOS, AND READING GLASSES
• CANES: Our kitchen guests constantly ask us for canes. Please help us fill their need.

• STAMPS: Please send “Forever” and $1.10 stamps for our annual Christmas card 
project.  Because of your generosity last year, we DO NOT need Christmas cards this year.

• SOCKS: Our downtown guests are forced to walk a great deal each day. This creates a 
great need for socks. Our foot care ministry is in need of NEW men’s medium and large 
both WHITE and BLACK full size socks, as well as OPEN TOE SANDALS (Strapped or 
Slide) - all sizes, but better larger than smaller.

• CALENDARS: Our friends downtown appreciate calendars. If you have extras, please 
send them as a New Year’s treat.  

• OTHER NEEDS: Inexpensive lightweight disposable rain ponchos. 
     NEW reading glasses with a strength between +1.0 and +3.5.
     Disposable razors
LIVE OUT OF THE AREA AND WOULD LIKE TO SAVE ON SHIPPING COSTS?  
Simply write a check payable to the Los Angeles Catholic Worker and place your request 
on the memo line, and we will shop for you.  THANK YOU.  MANY BLESSINGS.

On December 2, 1980, four U.S. churchwomen 
working with the poor in El Salvador – Maryknoll 
Sisters Maura Clarke and Ita Ford, Ursuline Sister 
Dorothy Kazel, and lay missioner Jean Donovan – 

were kidnapped, raped, and murdered by the 
U.S.-backed military of El Salvador.  In the end 

they met the same fate as thousands of unnamed 
poor of El Salvador who were killed or disappeared. 
 Join us in commemorating their 38th anniversary.

Sunday, December 2 at 7:00 PM 
at Mt. Saint Mary’s College - Doheny Campus  

10 Chester Place,  L.A., 90007
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