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CONCERN
FOR SYSTEMS
NOT PEOPLE

We declare that we are not criminals, but people who have 
been mistreated in our countries.  For this reason we flee to 
this country, not because we want to, but because we come 

looking for help (asylum), since in our countries we are 
tortured, exploited, extorted, and discriminated against.

IMMIGRATION

JULIAN ASSANGE AND KINGS BAY PLOWSHARES UPDATE p.7
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I WONDER WHOSE CHILDREN ARE THEY

CONCERN
FOR SYSTEMS
NOT PEOPLE

IMMIGRATION

ARE THEY CHILDREN OF A DETAINEE?

That big protest is over.  Core Civic, the private company that runs the detention 
center has strict rules about journalists.  Yet it seems as if walking the grounds is 
grounding, in and of itself, in this complex tangle that is the immigration question.

I wonder whose 
children are they?  

Do they belong to the 
man and woman?  Are 
they the children of a 
detainee inside?  At 

the time of the protests, 
what was most on the 

mind were 2,000 
children who had been 

separated from their 
parents under Trump’s 

mentally violent 
directive.  Before this, 

more than 11,000 
children had already 

been separated, 
becoming cogs in a 

system with little hope 
of rejoining family as 
they continue in group 
homes or foster care 

to this day.

By KARAN FOUNDS-BENTON

Long white buses marked 
“Corrections” are slotted 
neatly into the back corner 
of the utility lot.  They give 

the hint that disappearing begins right 
away.  Their windows are blocked 
out so that even the faint shape of a 
human riding inside would be indis-
cernible.  To the human riding inside, 
even a faint shape of the country 
reached for in desperation is likely to 
be indiscernible.  We, L.A. Catholic 
Workers Alex Addesso, Pat Bonner 
and I, pull into the visitors lot.  We 
are confronted by the forbidding 
nature of buses dwarfing the cars on 
this Sunday.  Dwarfing the buses is 
the large boxy complex, disappearing 
from view on both sides, trapping the 
1,500-plus detainees whose fate is 
in our hands, who in turn grip 1,500 
different stories and the same hope: 
to be accepted into our country. 
   We contemplate.  Why did we 
come to Otay-Mesa Detention Center 
today?  We brought no signs for a 
vigil.  Two weeks ago, several hun-
dred people came here to protest 
the heinous practice of separating 
children from their parents.  That big 
protest is over.  Core Civic, the pri-
vate company that runs the detention 
center has strict rules about journal-
ists.  Yet it seems as if walking the 
grounds is grounding, in and of itself, 
in this complex tangle that is the 
immigration question.  After the big 
protest, the fury for the children, af-
ter the chants and stunning moments 
of response from inside the heavy 
block walls, what then?  What can 
silence teach us?
   As we step out of the car a woman, 
a man, and two children walk up 
to the entrance, human movement 
against a backdrop of grey dead-
ness.  I wonder whose children are 
they?  Do they belong to the man and 
woman?  Are they the children of a 
detainee inside?  At the time of the 
protests, what was most on the mind 
were 2,000 children who had been 
separated from their parents under 
Trump’s mentally violent directive.
Before this, more than 11,000 children 
had already been separated, becom-
ing cogs in a system with little hope 
of rejoining family as they continue 
in group homes or foster care to this 
day.  National protests break open 
the issue.  How do we process the 
contents of that issue?  With children, 
it is sentimentality superimposed.  
We “wise” adults are willing to in-
vent a program for them.  Are we

Continued on page 2Continued on page 2

STATEMENT 
OF

DETAINEES
On May 29, 2018 thirty-seven detain-
ees began to organize from within 
the walls of Otay-Mesa Detention 
Center.  At risk of reprisals for what 
they were doing, they nevertheless 
wrote in Spanish a complaint letter 
to the powers that held them and to 
the press.  Here are some excerpts 
from that letter.  The translated letter 
in full can be read on the Pueblos Sin 
Frontera Facebook page.  We learn 
from it that efforts to contact and cre-
ate humanitarian help for detainees 
should not be shelved, that we can 
all have a role in changing the vision 
of the immigrant as subhuman. 

    The purpose of this statement 
is to inform the press, the 
corresponding institutions, 
and whoever it may con-

cern of the abuses and mistreatment 
received from CCA because we 
demand fair treatment as the human 
beings that we are.  In this detention 
center there are people of different 
countries, cultures, and customs 
whose only crime is to have sought 
asylum in the United States, and we 
declare and find it within our sound 
reason and our civil rights to express 
our opposition to this CCA detention 
center; therefore, we declare our ad-
herence to the following clauses:
   We declare that we are not crimi-
nals, but people who have been 
mistreated in our countries.  For that 
reason we flee to this country, not 
because we want to, but because 
we come looking for help (asy-
lum), since in our countries we are 
tortured, exploited, extorted, and 
discriminated against; we know that 
the first amendment of this country 
protects the life of every human 
being regardless of race, religion, 
or nationality, social group, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, or politi-
cal opinion; so we demand that CCA 
treat us like the humans we are.
   We continue declaring that when 
they offer us voluntary work in CCA, 
we accept it due to the fact that our 
economic situation is precarious 
because we came fleeing from our 
country and CCA sees our situation 
and exploits us in the following way:
   They force us to work for 6 hours 
for a payment of $1.50.
   They threaten to report us to judges 
when we do not want to work.
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RESISTANCE IS A MAJOR PART OF THE CATHOLIC WORKER MOVEMENT

NEW LACW SISTER HOUSE 
IN 

NEW JERSEY

BENTON, cont’d from page 1

also willing to confront what so 
many of them have confronted?  
What of these two children?  How do 
these children process today’s visit, 
wondering perhaps, as so many chil-
dren do, what sin they had commit-
ted to be deprived of their loved one? 
   From the entrance we walk down 
the sidewalk toward the long side.  
With the starkness of a Dachau, the 
walks and layout of the grounds are 
characterized by a sharp angled abso-
luteness, broken only by the graceful 
curves of wound barbed wire flirting 
with high chain link fences.  Once 
I was asked by a college professor 
to name and describe the end of the 
earth if the earth were flat and had a 
jumping off place.  I described my 
experience walking Dachau.  Little 
did I know I would have that same 
sense of ending, walking a place in 
our own backyard.  
   We as a nation seem so angry and 
full of fear because “our way of life” 
is being stressed.  We must somehow 
punish, contain, and try to force 
voluntary deportation on humans 
themselves struggling for help to 
live.  The message, you can have 
the American Dream if you work 
hard for it, has been so over-chanted 
and media romanticized we actually 
believe that even being born a U.S. 
citizen has something to do with our 
earning the privilege.  Our merited 
exclusiveness wipes out any memory 
of help and uplift we might have re-
ceived.  If “our way of life” negates 
other humans, crushes them, denies 
them basic rights, encourages racism, 
shoots them, punishes them for seek-
ing help, locks them up indefinitely, 
and destroys families, is it worth 
saving?  The pristine sidewalk that 
glares down the block and seems to 
reflect an iron absoluteness becomes 
a symbol to me of what we are trying 
too desperately to save.     
   We come upon a group of four 
people in lawn chairs startling the 
barrenness of the block.  Jeff Valen-
zuela introduces them as a forming 
“Otay-Mesa Detention Center Sup-
port Group.”  A remnant of the April 
Refugee Caravan, 37 detainees, have 
begun to organize inside the center.  
There are human rights to be won 
and voices to be raised.  Valenzuela, 
who participated in the U.S. support 
walkers for the Caravan, wanted to 
continue reaching out to these and 
other detainees inside.  “Everyone 
here has been separated,” he reminds 
us.  It is a matter of not abandoning 
them.  “We want to show them that 
we are here and we do care.”
   The group talks with the families 
who come to visit and seeks ways to 
support the detainees inside. There 
is the issue, for example, of offering 
(but really forcing by black mark) 
the detainees to work six hours 
each day for $1.50.  The cost of a 
telephone call is $.85 a minute, not 
to speak of the expense of commis-
sary items.  Valenzuela speaks of a 
demand letter written by the orga-
nizing detainees that appears on the 
Sin Frontera website.  Here, barely 
begun, are outsiders of the detention 
center meant to unpack the human 
element of the immigrant issue; for 
there is an urgent call to offer real 
contact and direct acts of kindness.  
The empty hardscape and muting of 
human voices inside—the silence— 
teaches loneliness most of all.
   Our policy-makers tend to concern 
themselves less with people and 
more with systems.  They are likely 
to serve the loudest, most revered 
machines of prosperity, both political 
and economic, though keeping moral 
overtones.  But the detainee, far from 
home, separated from family, crimi-
nalized, promised a hearing that
never seems to materialize, living 

only point-one degree better than 
home, needs direct contact with the 
many people in this country who 
are welcoming, who humanize all 
humans.  There are practical ways to 
show welcoming and those ways will 
speak as they are observed.  Then the 
road to real humanity is paved kind 
act by kind act; then it can become 
thought, and finally policy.
   Otay-Mesa wants to take down a 
soccer field and add five hundred 
more beds of containment. We spend 
vast amounts of money trying to hold 
closed our doors instead of creating 
ways to blend, uplift, and build upon 

By ALEXANDRIA ADDESSO

The last time I visited New 
Jersey I thought this would 
be the last time I go back to 
my hometown of Elizabeth. 

The city and everyone I knew in it 
seemed to be in a stagnate state of 
depression, desperation, and strug-
gle. But then something happened.  I 
decided to go visit the NYC Catholic 
Worker, and while volunteering at St. 
Joseph’s I was told that a couple was 
trying to start a house of hospitality 
in my hometown. I contacted them 
and things started to fall into place, 
like destiny really. The LACW (the 
community I have been a member 
of for the past three years—off and 
on) approved the idea of a new sister 
house and by the time this is pub-
lished I will be back in the city that 
formed me to serve those in need 
there and do all the hard footwork.                                                                                           
   Currently the New Jersey Catholic 
Worker is working out of a small 
apartment, which makes hous-
ing people difficult. There is also 
a small-scale food redistribution 
project already up and running, but 
we would like to expand to a full 
feeding program once there is more 
space and resources. We are fund-
raising to purchase or rent a house 
in the Newark/Elizabeth, NJ area to 
serve the local community. We are 
desperately trying to do so before 
the cold weather begins. Last winter 
two-houseless Elizabeth residents 
froze to death.  One of them was 
found at one of the busiest bus stops 
in the city, the intersection of Broad 
and East Jersey Street, despite mul-
tiple buses and cop cars passing by 
him all night. The other man I knew, 
his name was Michael, and he often 
sat outside of the Seven Eleven store 
near where I grew up; my mother 
went to high school with him. 
  Resistance is a major part of the 
Catholic Worker movement, so of 
course we stand firmly against the in-
justices of war, racism, homophobia, 
mass incarceration, police brutality

in any form, and state violence in ev-
ery form. The Immigration and Cus-
toms Detention Center in Elizabeth, 
where detainees are ripped away 
from their families if not confined 
with them, is definitely a focal point 
in the resistance of the NJCW, being 
that the current administration’s 
“zero tolerance” policy is devastat-
ingly affecting the local community, 
which is heavily comprised of immi-
grants. The NJCW’s goal is to sup-
port these affected families in every 
way possible in accordance with the 
many biblical mandates to “welcome 
the stranger” (Lev. 19:33-34, Mt. 
25:35, Heb. 13:2 and more). We are 
already working with the Friends First 
of NJ & NY to house people that are 
being resettled into the community as 
soon as we have the space. Children 
in particular, who if not sponsored and 
housed, are also detained. Recent im-
ages of children at detention centers 
seem to bother most people, so we 
are creating a direct vehicle to do 
something about it.
   Everything we are doing is grass-
roots and outside of the system: no 
grants from the government, corpo-
rations, or institutional church. We 
are seeking donations from ordinary 
people, monetary but also food, 
goods, your time, and talents. If you 
know about possible properties in the 
North New Jersey area or other ways 
to contribute please contact me via e-
mail at aaddesso@riseup.net or by 
phone (323) 360-8044. Donations 
can also be made to our Gofundme 
account under the searchable name 
“New Jersey Hospitality House” or 
by using the link: gf.me/u/j4uibf 
Checks or money orders can also be 
sent and made out to the Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker with “New Jersey 
Catholic Worker” in the memo.  And 
most of all, we need your prayers.  Ω
Alexandria Addesso is a former Los 
Angeles Catholic Worker community 
member who is now at a new sister 
house in New Jersey.

the human gifts being carried across 
our borders.  Dig deeper.  Our own 
lack of ingenuity and inflexibility are 
more the authors of economic ruin 
than the immigrant. 
   We three hold hands and say the 
Lord’s Prayer in the parking lot.  A 
principality of sequestering rolls up 
quietly with a shotgun propped up on 
the passenger seat.  Time to leave. 
   Remembered in the whiteness and 
the barren raked earth:  the earth is a 
sphere.  It begins again through hu-
man kindness.  How can we mobilize 
a whole nation of kindness toward 
this work? After the big protest, the

STATEMENT, cont’d from page 1

   They threaten to mark us up to 
damage our cases.
   As detainees we have respected all 
the internal rules of CCA, but they 
do not want to respect them.  They 
do not listen to us when we report 
anomalies as instructed in the manu-
al entitled ADMINISTRATION and 
ORIENTATION, which has informa-
tion about complaints on page 32.
   Accordingly, we have reported 
when they give us dirty razors, which 
can be infected.
   When we ask for medical attention 
they do not treat us, and many of us 
have pains and wounds, yet the offic-
ers do not pay any attention to us, 
they ignore us.
   This detention center was created 
to protect our lives while our cases 
are processed—why do we find 
people who have been here for nine 
months or more who are still wait-
ing?  We do not think this is humane 
because we all have families who 
we have been separated from, so we 
ask—where are human rights?
   We also condemn, in Otay-Mesa 
Detention Center on May 30, 2018, 
the death of Jefri Hernandez under 
the artistic name of trans: Roxana 
Hernandez, 33 years old, single, of 
Honduran nationality and residence.  
We are outraged by this loss because 
this person began their journey on 
March 25, 2018 towards the United 
States, just like us, and came fleeing 
discrimination and for being HIV 
Positive.
    She turned herself in on May 9 of 
this year with the hope of receiving 
a just treatment as a human being.  
When she entered San Ysidro Deten-
tion Center, she immediately report-
ed that she was HIV positive, but the 
officers did not pay her any attention 
and denied her the necessary medical 
attention.  There is bad food, lights 
always on, cold air due to the air con-
ditioning used in the detention center 
as its name indicates (icebox) and we 
all know that these illnesses are very 
problematic if appropriate care is not 
administered because it is an acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome.
   On May 15, she was transferred 
to CIBOLA, New Mexico general 
hospital where she was diagnosed 
with severe dehydration and chronic 
pneumonia in CBP custody.  On 
May 17, she was again transferred to 
Lovelace Medical Center in Albu-
querque, but now she was in ICE 
custody, where she died on May 25 
in that hospital.
   Just like all of us who come to 
this country, she also came looking 
for help.  But it was the opposite 
because she found death.
   And also because when a woman 
named Claudia Gomez of 20 years 
of age, indigenous, from Guatemala, 
was trying to cross into the United 
States, upon seeing border patrol she 
ran out of fear of being captured and 
deported to Guatemala, which she left 
fleeing the authorities’ mistreatment, 
gangs and extortion.  The border pa-
trol, acting unprofessionally, shot her.  
Not to stop her, but to assassinate her... 
so we ask that there not be impunity 
for these deaths and that these abuses 
not continue against us, rather, that 
they understand that we are people 
who are only asking for “HELP.”  
   We had not wanted to condemn 
these anomalies due to retaliation 
against us, but we want this situation 
to stop, and we ask of the countries 
who are part of the human rights 
convention—where is the protection 
of human beings?                            Ω

silence of Otay-Mesa shouts to us as 
we pull down the road, “Remember 
us. Please do not abandon us.”        Ω
Karan Founds-Benton is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member.
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       CHINESE LABORERS WERE THE FIRST “ILLEGAL” IMMIGRANTS

CAME BY STEAMSHIP
MY GREAT-GREAT GRANDFATHER

During the 1870s, Chinese immigrants
 made up about one-quarter of 

California’s workforce.  They had arrived 
during the gold rush and the frantic 

infrastructure projects of the 40s, 50s, and 
60s; they were a preferred labor source 

because many were willing to 
work for lower wages.  When the economy 
started to take a downturn after the Civil 
War, certain politicians began to blame 
Chinese immigrants for the depressed 

wages.  If this is sounding like a 
familiar story to you, it perhaps will 
not surprise you that it was against 
these very Chinese laborers that the 

term “illegal immigrant” 
was first deployed.

There were no visas, no bureaucratic paperwork, no vetting, no waiting; the only piece of paper they needed to come to the United 
States was their ticket to ride across the Atlantic on a steamship. And nobody ever called them “illegal” when they arrived here.

By MICAH WULLSCHLEGER

In 1882, 23-year-old Jacob Wull-
schleger came to the United 
States from Switzerland.  He 
came by steamship, paying the 

equivalent of what one might pay 
today to cross the Atlantic in the first 
class section of an airplane.  Here in 
the United States he found every-
thing he was looking for:  work, his 
own land, a family, and a commu-
nity.  He married a fellow immigrant 
from Switzerland, Rosa Schwarz.  
They learned some English, but con-
tinued to speak German to each other 
and their six children throughout 
their lives.  These immigrants are my 
great-great grandparents, and like the 
rest of my European ancestors, they 
came to the United States in search 
of an opportunity to escape crowded, 
diseased, and war-torn Europe.  They 
left their families and cultures be-
hind, they faced some hostility from 
Anglo Americans, but when all was 
said and done, they were given every 
opportunity to pursue the “American 
Dream.”  There were no visas, no bu-
reaucratic paperwork, no vetting, no 
waiting; the only piece of paper they 
needed to come to the United States 
was their ticket to ride across the At-
lantic on a steamship.  And nobody 
ever called them “illegal” when they 
arrived here.
   In 1882, the first ever restriction 
of immigration to the United States 
was passed by Congress, the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, which excluded all 
Chinese laborers, skilled or un-
skilled, from immigrating to the 
United States.  During the 1870s, 
Chinese immigrants made up about 
one quarter of California’s work-
force.  They had arrived during the 
gold rush and the frantic infrastruc-
ture projects of the 40s, 50s, and 60s; 
they were a preferred labor source 
because many were willing to work 
for lower wages.  When the economy 
started to take a downturn after the 
Civil War, certain politicians began 
to blame Chinese immigrants for the 
depressed wages.  If this is sounding 
like a familiar story to you, it per-
haps will not surprise you that it was 
against these very Chinese laborers 
that the term “illegal immigrant” was 
first deployed.  The first instance of 
the term in the New York Times was 
in 1897 when the “Chinese Inspec-
tor”—yes, that was the name of an 
actual governmental position, a posi-
tion held by a former Confederate 
officer no less—resigned his post be-
cause he believed he was not given 
the support needed to effectively 
enforce the Chinese Exclusion Act.  
This law emerged from a cesspool of 
senseless racism and it served the in-
terests of the white power structure 
of the United States, and the same 
can be said of the term, which arose 
alongside it, “illegal immigrant.”
   The true popularization of this 
term, however, came in the 1930s 
in a perhaps more damning context, 
depending on your perspective.  This 
was a time when the growing power 
of anti-Semitic and racist Nazis 
threatened every Jewish person in 
Germany, forcing a mass exodus.  
The Nazis stripped the Jewish people 
of their civil rights, and as they fled 
their homes, the rest of the world 
shut their doors on them as well, and

took to calling these fleeing refugees 
“illegal immigrants.”  The Oxford 
English Dictionary’s first citation 
of the term comes from 1939 in 
reference to “illegal immigration” 
by Jews into Palestine.  According 
to the Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
300,000 German Jews applied for 
27,000 visas to go to the United 
States in 1939.  Even as reports of 
genocide arose out of Germany, the 
United States refused to admit more 
people of Jewish descent.  We turned 
away people who did not immigrate 
the “right way” because they were 
“illegal,” and they were subsequently 
murdered.  When Elie Wiesel, a sur-
vivor of the holocaust, famously stat-
ed, “No human being is illegal,” he 
was referring to the refugees fleeing 
El Salvador in the 1980s (fleeing a 
conflict the United States essentially 
created).  But he knew how danger-
ous it was for a government to label 
an entire people in this manner; asked 
later why the media should never use 
the term “illegal immigrant,” Wiesel 
responded, “because that is exactly 
what the Nazis did to Jews.’” 
   The United States is a land pur-
portedly repulsed by Nazism and the 
Holocaust, so how did we let this 
happen?  How do we continue to 
let this happen?  The 1882 Chinese 
Exclusion Act was the beginning of 
racially-based immigration law, but it 
was not the end.  In 1907, the United 
States pressured Japan to stop allow-
ing their citizens to immigrate to the 
United States.  In 1917, immigrants 
from practically all of Asia, from 
the Arabian Peninsula to Oceania, 
were banned.  In 1921, the United 
States introduced the quota system 
for the first time, where the United 
States would only allow 3% (three 
years later it was reduced to 2%) of 
immigrants based on the number of 
immigrants from a particular country 
in the 1890 (and three years later the 
1910) census.  Worried about having 
too many people of color, as well as 
Jews and Catholics, the White Anglo 
Saxon Protestants transformed the 
country from one of open borders 
and opportunity for all, to one where 
power based on their ethnic and racial 
identity was assured.  If World War II 
had happened before 1921, 300,000 
Jews would have found a home in the 
open borders of the United States. As 
it was, there was no refuge from the 
Nazis, neither in Germany nor abroad.
   One group of people excluded from 
these racist quotas were immigrants 
from Latin America.  Latinos were 
technically allowed and sometimes 
encouraged to immigrate to the Unit-
ed States, although they were often 
faced with racism and discrimination 
upon arrival.  That was until 1965, 
when the U.S. officially revoked its 
national origin quota system, and re-
placed it with a per country restriction 
of 170,000 people per year.    
   From this point forward, immigrat-
ing legally meant applying, waiting, 
and crossing one’s fingers so that 
you might be a part of the lucky few 
allowed to enter the United States.  
But for most people, it meant doing 
what they had always done, coming 
to the United States to fill a gap in the 
labor market, to pursue a better life, to 
provide a better opportunity for them-
selves and their families.  Technically,

Continued on page 6
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FENCES AND BORDERS FOR SKID ROW POOR
ASSAULTIVE FENCES ARE MAKING THEIR WAY TO SKID ROW

POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN TAKES D.C.

RADICAL ACT
OF

HOSPITALITY

Join us as we continue to bemoan the separation of families at the border and the displacement of long-settled refugees.  Join us as we denounce the displacement, the fencing out 
of the downtown homeless, and the gifting of public space to private interests.  However, let us not stop there, for all unfair and immoral separation is worthy of condemnation.

By MATT HARPER

While the Democratic 
Party is not free from 
participation in bar-
barism in much of its 

national policies and international 
practices, there is something particular-
ly vitriolic and ominous about the cur-
rent administration’s, including those 
towards immigrants and refugees. 
   My heart breaks to see the images 
and watch the videos of what these 
policies separating families look like 
in practice:  pre-lingual babies sit-
ting in courtrooms, toddlers chained 
behind fences, children sitting in 
cages, infants sleeping on concrete, 
youth covered by nothing more than 
an emergency blanket. And the primal 
yelps! I wonder what it was like for 
Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen 
Nielsen to hear those audio clips of 
detained children wailing as activists 
blared them from outside her home.  
   Our nation has a long history of 
barbaric fences.  Throughout slavery 
there were holding pens, “fourteen 
or fifteen feet in height with the 
posts outside to prevent escape” 
before auction, as an 1833 journal 
described.  That was followed by the 
detainment (and transport) of Indig-
enous/First Nation communities, of 
Mexicans/Central Americans, of Chi-
nese, and so many more.  There was 
also Executive Order 9066, which led 
to the internment of an entire popula-
tion with Japanese ancestry behind 
barbed fences with armed guards in 
watchtowers.  And while there is a 
danger in trying to draw parallels for 
poetic reasons, these fences do often 
mirror a similar value system. 
   Fence policy is crafted to detain a 
despised community deemed cultur-
ally or politically subhuman, with the 
ultimate goal being both their loss of 
freedom as well as their removal ge-
ographically from a space or physi-
cally from the earth.  Paraphrasing 
L.A. Catholic Worker Kaleb Havens, 
there is a through line between gen-
trification, displacement, deportation, 
ethnic cleansing, and genocide. 
   And these fences are more than 
just physical entities.  They come 
with intentional policies, practices, 
cultures, psychological impacts, 
and more.  These practices are sold 
with misrepresented information 
and blatant lies, done for economic, 
political, and other power-related 
reasons.  These policies are crafted, 
which reveal much about what those 
in power think of those targeted.  
And more, when we choose not to 
challenge the system and structures 
that enforce these (since personal 
moral outrage and conversations with 
friends are not enough), it reveals 
much about us as well.   
   Again, not attempting to draw 
an exact parallel, but I desire to 
speak about another fence.  As the 
“progressive” City of Los Angeles 
bemoans the Trumpian tactics of 
hate, promising to support our most 
marginalized communities, assaul-
tive fences are making their way 
throughout Skid Row.
   On May 2, the Ocean Choice Sea-
food Company and/or Golden State 
Seafood II, two fish warehouses 
located on Skid Row, decided they 
were tired of the unhoused com-
munity occupying “their” sidewalks.  
When the street’s residents woke up

that morning, they found themselves 
literally fenced in. The business, with 
the help of National Rent-A-Fence, in 
the presence of the Los Angeles Po-
lice Department, installed a continu-
ous fence along the sidewalk, chaining 
the ends of the fence to the anchored 
gates around their compound.
   When activists from Los Ange-
les Community Action Network 
(LA-CAN) confronted the business 
representatives (reps) and police, 
the highest-ranking officer asked the 
reps, “What is it you are looking to 
want to do right now?”  One of the 
reps complained, “I can’t talk to you 
with these people…” He did not even 
need to finish his sentence. “Sure,” 
the commanding officer said, “we can 
talk somewhere else.” In short, the 
interests of the reps were to be pri-
oritized over the rights of the people 
caged in.  “I have rights,” one rep as-
serted.  “We can go to the station,” an 
accompanying officer suggested. 
   Bemoaning the activists’ challeng-
es, one of the reps complained that 
the words spoken against him were 
a “verbal assault.”  He seemed to be 
unaware that his decision to chain 
people in was multiple counts of kid-
napping.  The police and reps finally 
decided to meet inside the business 
instead.  As they were walking to the 
entrance, a female voice cried out in an 
exasperated tone, “Let us out of here!” 
   This incident is part of a longer pro-
cess, though.  One of the newer Skid 
Row business owners has begun re-
cruiting 17 other local businesses and 
missions to participate in the whole-
sale displacement of the unhoused.  
As part of their attempts to chisel 
out the “North Sea” from the locally 
and federally recognized “Skid Row” 
quadrant of the city, weaponized 
fences have played an integral role. 
   The business owners have learned 
that when they put up fences, the 
unhoused community is forced to va-
cate the area, thus immediately purg-
ing the sidewalk of encampments.  
For those who choose to come back, 
they have less space on which to 
erect their tents.  This impacts the 
sidewalks’ compliance with ADA 
(Americans with Disabilities Act) 
requirements for wheelchair access, 
a reality that can be used by business 
owners at any time when they want 
to purge their sidewalks of the home-
less again. 
   Therefore, the goal has been to put 
up fences, leave them up for as long 
as they can, and to find permanent 
ways to decrease the size of the public 
sidewalks so that if or when the fences 
have to come down, the leftover space 
can be inaccessible to the unhoused.
   One way some business owners 
have received permits to put up fenc-
es is to paint their buildings or “re-
pair” the concrete at the edge of their 
properties.  After the rental fences 
go up, businesses have been engag-
ing in a variety of tactics to stall the 
removal of the fences.  Some of the 
businesses have been painting their 
walls with multiple coats, each one 
a slightly darker colored paint than 
the last one.  Some have had their 
personal workers out with three-inch 
brushes to paint for only a few min-
utes each day.  Some have painted 
the concrete in between bricks first 
before painting the bricks the exact 

Continued on page 6

By DIMITRI KADIEV

“This is not the end, it is 
the beginning,” said 
the Rev. William Bar-
ber, fifty years after 

the original Poor People’s Campaign, 
amidst which the founder, Martin 
Luther King, was assassinated.  The 
current organizers, led by co-chairs 
Rev. William Barber and Rev. Liz 
Theoharis, have asserted repeatedly 
that this was not a memorial, a com-
memoration, or even a re-inaugura-
tion.  This, they have declared, is the 
official launch.
   For six weeks in 40 different 
states, common folks from across 
the country marched on their own 
state capitals.  Every Monday people 
rallied and committed peaceful civil 
disobedience.  Over those six weeks 
between 2,500 to 3,000 people, con-
cerned and conscientious citizens, 
were arrested to create a moral 
dilemma for the State and to make 
their collective voices heard.
   Mainstream media outlets, almost 
exclusively, did not cover the PPC, 
which reminds us of the 1960’s slo-
gan, Gil Scott-Heron’s The Revolu-
tion Will Not Be Televised.  In fact, it 
will not be covered by any corporate 
news sources.
   However, Amy Goodman, with her 

Democracy Now! news program, did 
regular reports keeping us abreast of 
the continuing developments, with 
excellent episodes on June 13 and 
again on June 25.   
   The seventh week was the culmina-
tion of the PPC in Washington DC, 
with everyone from around the country 
invited to the rebirth of the movement.  
Thousands upon thousands showed up 
to have our unified voices heard, a uni-
fied voice for a moral, ethical revival 
in our country that transcends trivial 
divisions such as political parties.  
   The weather cooperated and the 
natural universe was merciful to 
us, giving us heavy cloud cover all 
morning with a refreshing drizzle 
much of the time.  This just served 
to remind us of what those in the first 
Poor People’s Campaign suffered 
through with seven inches of rain that 
fell on Resurrection City and turned 
the Washington Mall into mud.
   Also, when we did our civil diso-
bedience actions and were arrested in 
record numbers, we were processed 
fairly quickly with most being re-
leased immediately.  Back in the day, 
though, the civil rights freedom fight-
ers were sometimes held for months, 
kept in cold cells with iron benches, 
allowed to wear only underwear, or 
sent to harsh work camps, for merely 
exercising their rights as citizens to 

demonstrate.
   We were standing on the shoulders 
of giants.
   Around 12:30 pm, the sun began  
to break out and we began to feel the 
full force of the summer heat.  Many 
folks understandably took refuge at 
the edges of the Mall by the tree line.   
   Then, at 1:00 we began to reas-
semble for the march on the Capitol.  
The vastness of the gathering struck 
me with awe as a mighty flowing 
river of humanity coursed through 
the streets of Washington, D.C.
   Throughout the rally, speakers 
from many different communities
came forth and spoke their truth.  
Jewish, Muslim, and Christian elders 
spoke passionately of unity, brother-
hood, and our common bond, includ-
ing Jesse Jackson and Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry, who spoke 
from remote by live stream.  Union 
leaders and union members spoke of 
worker rights.  Common folk spoke 
of the plight of the working poor and 
medically uninsured.  
   Native leaders, like Shannon River 
and the Chief of the Apache-Strong-
hold, gave the call to the return to a 
more spiritual life, with honor for the 
earth, respect for Mother Nature, and 
care for the planet.
   As Rev. Barber facilitated this great 
 multicultural happening, guiding the

varied speakers through the primary 
subjects of Militarism, Systemic 
Racism, Materialism/Poverty, and 
Environmental Degradation, the 
Jump Up Justice Choir would rouse 
the people in attendance with great 
inspiring songs.  One of the move-
ment favorites:  Everybody has got a 
right to love…and before this cam-
paign fails…we’ll all go down to jail.
   The actor Danny Glover brought 
the gathering to an inspired close, 
calling all to march.  The ranks of the 
procession swelled as all folks came 
together from under the trees.  A vast 
mighty river of humanity, seven peo-
ple wide and blocks long formed, 
flowing to our nation’s capitol.
     A show of passionate people pow-
er indeed.  What a joy and an honor 
to be one thread in a giant, rich, 
and diverse human tapestry woven 
together, intertwined into a singular 
and unified voice for compassion and 
justice—a unified voice demanding a 
future that is equitable and mutually 
beneficial for all.
   This was not the end of anything; it 
was the beginning of everything.    Ω

Dimitri Kadiev is an artist, mystic, 
and friend of the LACW.  His murals 
can be found at many Catholic 
Worker houses.

By THEO KAYSER 

T                hen the word of the Lord 
came to Elijah: ‘Go at once 
to Zarephath in the region of 
Sidon and stay there.  I have 

directed a widow there to supply you 
with food.’  So he went to Zarephath.  
When he came to the town gate, a 
widow was there gathering sticks.  
He called to her and asked, ‘Would 
you bring me a little water in a jar 
so I may have a drink?’  As she was 
going to get it, he called,  ‘And bring 
me, please, a piece of bread.’
   ‘As surely as the Lord your God 
lives,’ she replied, ‘I don’t have any 
bread—only a handful of flour in a 
jar and a little olive oil in a jug.  I 
am gathering a few sticks to take 
home and make a meal for myself 
and my son, that we may eat it—and 
die.’
   Elijah said to her, ‘Don’t be afraid. 
Go home and do as you have said. 
But first make a small loaf of bread 
for me from what you have and bring 
it to me, and then make something 
for yourself and your son.  For this 
is what the Lord, the God of Is-rael, 
says: ‘The jar of flour will not be 
used up and the jug of oil will not 
run dry until the day the Lord sends 
rain on the land.’
   She went away and did as Elijah 
had told her.  So there was food eve-
ry day for Elijah and for the woman 
and her family.  For the jar of flour 
was not used up and the jug of oil 
did not run dry, in keeping with the 
word of the Lord spoken by Elijah (1 
Kings 17:7-16).
   A more radical act of hospitality 
may never have been recorded.  Nor 
perhaps as bold a request.  “Share 
your last meal with me,” the prophet 
asks.  The widow consents and “the 
jar was not used up and the jug of oil 
did not run dry.”
   All well and good for those in the 
Bible, but none of that is real, is it?  
Real folks could never live that way, 
sharing all that they had in hospitality, 
even when it hurt. 
   But this seemingly impractical 
example must be taken seriously by 
all of us who claim to take the Word 
of God seriously.  It is a call often 
repeated in scripture including in the 
Sermon on the Mount where Jesus tells 
us not to worry, but rather, “seek first 
his kingdom and his righteousness.” 
   Catholic Worker co-founder Peter 
Maurin wrote in his Easy Essay, 
Christianity Untried:
“1. Chesterton says:
   ‘The Christian ideal
   has not been tried
   and found wanting.
2. It has been found difficult
   and left untried.’
3. Christianity has not been tried
   because people thought
   it was impractical.
4. And men have tried everything
   except Christianity.
5. And everything
   that men have tried

has failed.”
   Maurin’s sentiments hold general-
ly, but it is not accurate to suggest 
universally, that “the Christian ideal 
has not been tried.”  I have seen with 
my own eyes this story of Elijah and 
the Widow of Zeraphath play out 
again and again.
   Regularly at the Hippie Kitchen 
I see people radically sharing food 
with others (and I do not mean the 
Catholic Workers).  It is not an un-
common scene:  someone shows up 
after we have closed looking for a 
plate of food, but we have already 
served out all that we had that day.  
Almost inevitably, another of our 
guests will offer to them from their 
“excess,” often imploring the first, “I 
have already had a plate today friend. 
I was going to have this second one 
but you should take it instead.”
   The Los Angeles Catholic Workers 
serve thousands of meals a week, but 
rarely is it our own food.  We do not 
have to ask when or where our next 
meal will come from.  We cannot 
claim to have the faith in God, in 
Love, in our fellow humans that the 
Widow of Zeraphath or the average 
Hippie Kitchen guest shows.
   And beyond these acts of hospitali-
ty, these important acts between one 
person and another, we can see this 
same spirit at work on a global level 
as well.  The handling of the ongoing 
Syrian refugee crisis is one example.  
   Millions have shown up in neigh-
boring countries, even small ones 
such as Lebanon (2.2 million) or 
Jordan (1.2 million).  In fact, when 
counting the hundreds of thousands 
of Palestinian refugees already living 
there, close to a third of Lebanon’s 
total population are refugees. 
   These numbers shame a country 
such as the United States who has 
accepted only a handful of refugees 
for the past couple of years.  The 
U.S. has a much larger physical area 
and a GDP 400-500 times that of a 
country like Lebanon or Jordan.  We 
accepted only 11 refugees from Syria 
in the first three months of 2018. 
   Would we accept the Prophet 
Elijah who, when he showed up in 
Zeraphath, was himself in search of 
political asylum in relief of persecu-
tion by King Ahab?
   When we look we see time and again 
those with little sharing with those who 
have even less while the privileged 
cannot part with their excess.
   The Apostle Paul testifies to this 
dynamic in the Second Letter to 
the Corinthians. In this epistle he 
admonishes the church in Corinth, 
who we are told, “abound in every-
thing,” to give as generously to the 
struggling church of Jerusalem, as the 
church in Macedonia had.  We are 
told of the Macedonean church that, 
“their extreme poverty welled up 
in rich generosity.  For I testify that 
they gave as much as they were able, 
and even beyond their ability, entirely

Continued on page 6
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WULLSCHLEGER, cont’d from p.3

RESISTANCE IS A MAJOR PART OF THE CATHOLIC WORKER MOVEMENT

these immigrants were breaking a 
law that had changed underneath 
their feet, but so were their employ-
ers, and no one has ever considered 
describing them as “illegal.” Illegal 
employers. Illegal HR department. 
Illegal business owners.  No, it 
was the term ‘illegal immigrant” 
(and the even more dehumanizing 
“illegal alien”) that really took off 
after 1965.  Why would this be?  
Does illegal employer just not have 
the same ring to it?  Or is it be-
cause identifying an entire class of 
nonwhite people as “illegal” serves 
the interests of the white power 
structure of this country?
   The United States is a country 
where citizenship was founded 
on being white, the economy was 
founded on the stolen labor of en-
slaved black people, and land own-
ership was founded on the policy 
of lying to and robbing indigenous 
people.  We should not be surprised 
by our racist immigration history.  
Many of us would like to believe 
that we are the land of the “free,” a 
country that welcomes immigrants, 
a land of opportunity, but these are 
at best half-truths which cover up a 
much more sinister whole.  What was 
freedom and opportunity for my Eu-
ropean ancestors was also exclusion 
and discrimination for many others.
   And this is not just our history, but 
also our present.  We banned immi-
grants from all of Asia, now we ban 
immigrants from majority Muslim 
countries.  The Trump administra-
tion has blatantly admitted that the 
policy of separating children from 
their families at the border was an 
attempt to deter people from im-
migrating here.  This cold calcula-
tion ought to chill us to the bone in 
its reminiscence of both Nazi and 
transatlantic slave trade practices.  
This obsession on immigration across 
the southern border of the United 
States comes at a time when im-
migration from Mexico has dropped 
every year since 2007.  What other 
explanation besides racism can ex-
plain the furious call to build a wall?  
To deport?  To call people “illegal”?
   In the United States, we still tie 
notions of citizenship to white-
ness, our economy is still based 
on exploiting labor, most often 
from people of color, and our land 
ownership is still ultimately a result 
of broken treaties  that we refuse to 
honor.  When we see how immigra-

HARPER, cont’d from p.4

the curb, leaving hardly enough 
room for wheelchair access.  This, 
too, creates a long-term obstacle 
to tents.  And despite the plants 
being on public property, there have 
already been arrests for tampering 
with the business’s plants. 
   An internal effort by the L.A. 
Catholic Worker found the permits 
impossible to track down in person, 
over the phone, or online.  Com-
munity members have asked LAPD 
officers who are there enforcing the 
installation of fences, as well as a 
variety of different city departments 
that were said to be home of the 
permits.  No one has offered any 
details or copies of those permits.  It 
was, therefore, unsurprising when 
LA-CAN found that some of the 
permits business owners were using 
were not real permits. 
   And more than just putting up 
fences aimed at displacing people, 
the “North Sea” has also created 
a new security detail:  the “Coast 
Guard.”  Much like the black shirt 
security detail paid for by Central 
City East Association’s Los Angeles 
Downtown Industrial District, 
whose job it is to harass the home-
less and call the police whenever 
local residents do not comply with 
their demands, this “Coast Guard” 
is there protecting business owners’ 
property and interests. His job is to 
support and facilitate the displace-
ment of the local community. 
   As General Jeff Page, a Skid Row 
activist identified, “With several 
lawsuits specific to Skid Row’s 
sidewalks (Jones, Lavan, Mitchell, 
and more) still active, there are 
‘sidewalk settlement agreements’ 
that have been violated by this 
North Sea project…”  Through this, 
both the letter and the spirit of the 
law become clear:  these business 
owners are tired of waiting for the 
city to resolve homelessness and 
they are looking to take things into 
their own hands.  They see the up-
coming rezoning of Skid Row, the 
2028 Olympics, the proposed light 
rail through the southern tip of Skid 
Row (among many other things) 
and they are not willing to wait for 
the police to arrest the homeless 
away—as Mayor Garcetti has called 
on them to begin doing. 
   So, where are our progressive pol-
iticians who cry out against Trump 
and his tactics of hate?  Where is 
our Mayor, who both promised to 
end homelessness and asked the po-
lice to start arresting the homeless

for sleeping on the streets?  Where 
are our “liberal” communities that 
stand up to support the rights of 
women, immigrants, and Muslims?  
We need you!
   Join us as we continue to bemoan 
the separation of families at the 
border and the displacement of 
long-settled refugees.  Join us as we 
denounce the displacement, the fenc-
ing out of the downtown homeless, 
and the gifting of public space to 
private interests.  However, let us not 
stop there, for all unfair and immoral 
separation is worthy of condemna-
tion.  Let us lament the separation 
of families to a racist system of mass 
incarceration.  Let us beat our breasts 
at the dismembering of families 
by the Department of Children and 
Family Services due to the realities 
of systemic poverty.  And let our lam-
entations turn into actions on their 
behalf.  For truly, that which we do 
for the least of God’s creatures, we 
are in fact doing to God.                 Ω                   

Matt Harper is a Los Angeles Catho-
lic Worker community member.  Part 
II of his June 2018 Agitator article, 
“Confronting White Supremacy” 
will be coming soon.

KAYSER, cont’d from p.5

on their own accord” (2 Cor 8: 2-3).
   Radical hospitality is not easy, it 
may not even be practical at times, 
but it is our mandate as Christians.  
It is a letting go of a dependence on 
idols like money or power and the 
false sense of security they provide 
and a turning towards a new way of 
thinking.  This new thinking is based 
not on ideas of economics, or any 
other such scarcity, and even less is 
it grounded in fear of our neighbor.  
It instead involves learning to trust 
in God’s gift of abundance. 
   God has given us more than 
enough through creation for all 
people to have a good, healthy life.  
Many of us have received more 
than we deserve, more than what is 
in justice ours, and because of this 
others die.  They die in places like 
Syria, Yemen, Central America, and 
L.A.’s Skid Row. 
   This, as Christians, we cannot 
abide.
   God gives freely to us, allowing us 
to give freely to others in return. We 
know that if we do this, in the future 
God will again meet our needs.     Ω
Theo Kayser is a Los Angeles Catho-
lic Worker community member.

tion law has been implemented 
overtime in such a racist manner, it 
is easier to understand why people 
would refer to Latino immigrants 
as “illegal.”  It is because the law 
is not some color-blind institution 
that metes out justice to all; it is an 
apparatus of the white supremacist 
power structure.  It allows us to feel 
self-justified in our racist system 
because, well, it is the law.  It was 
the law for white people to come 
here and take land from the Na-
tive Americans.  It was the law to 
enslave black people.  It was the law 
to exclude all Asians, and Jewish 
people at the time of the Holocaust 
from coming to the United States.  
So, when we refer to immigrants as 
“illegal,” we are not really talking 
about their “illegal” action in com-
ing across the border.  Rather, we 
are making it clear, if you are not 
white, you are not welcome in the 
United States.  
   Despite all this, I still do believe 
in the half-truths I was taught about 
the United States growing up.  I 
want to create that country, a land 
where people can come in search 
of opportunity to pursue a better 
life, find family, find community, 
and become full-fledged members 
of our United States.  After all, this 
was the country that existed for my 
great-great grandfather Jacob Wul-
lschleger, it is the country that exists 
for me now, and this ought to be an 
opportunity that exists for all.       Ω                           

Micah Wullschleger has been an LACW
community member for the past year.  
This summer he will move to San 
Diego to pursue a teaching career.

same color later.  Many paint less 
than 200 square feet a day, if they 
paint each day. 
   But more than permits for paint-
ing, many businesses have been 
sharing information about how to 
get rights to steal city sidewalk 
space from the general public.  A 
number of businesses have been 
getting permits that allow them to 
cut out huge swatches of sidewalk 
to install planter beds and palm 
trees.  The website of the “North 
Sea” states, “We have launched a 
self-funded, beautification program 
involving... sidewalk landscaping...”  
Sometimes, the business owners 
will eat up more than six feet of 
sidewalk between their walls and

THE SOUL
OF 

THE NATION
The following is an abridged version 
of a much longer statement written 
by various Christian elders that can 
be read at reclaimingjesus.org 

We are living through 
perilous and polarizing 
times as a nation, with 
a dangerous crisis of 

moral and political leadership at the 
highest levels of our government 
and in our churches. We believe the 
soul of the nation and the integrity 
of faith are now at stake.
   It is time to be followers of Jesus 
before anything else—nationality,
political party, race, ethnicity, 
gender, geography—our identity in 
Christ precedes every other identity. 
   When politics undermines our 
theology, we must examine that poli-
tics. The church’s role is to change 
the world through the life and love

of Jesus Christ. The government’s 
role is to serve the common good 
by protecting justice and peace, 
rewarding good behavior while 
restraining bad behavior (Romans 
13). When that role is undermined 
by political leadership, faith leaders 
must stand up and speak out. Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, 
“The church must be reminded that 
it is not the master or the servant of 
the state, but rather the conscience 
of the state.”
   It is often the duty of Christian 
leaders, especially elders, to speak 
the truth in love to our churches and 
to name and warn against tempta-
tions, racial and cultural captivities, 
false doctrines, and political idola-
tries—and even our complicity in 
them. We do so here with humility, 
prayer, and a deep dependency on 
the grace and Holy Spirit of God.
   Jesus is Lord. That is our founda-
tional confession. If Jesus is Lord, 
then Caesar was not—nor any other 
political ruler since. If Jesus is Lord, 
no other authority is absolute. Jesus 
Christ, and the kingdom of God he 
announced, is the Christian’s first 
loyalty, above all others. We pray, 

“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.” Our faith is 
personal but never private, meant not 
only for heaven but for this earth.
   The question we face is this: Who 
is Jesus Christ for us today? What 
does our loyalty to Christ, as dis-
ciples, require at this moment in our 
history? We believe it is time to renew 
our theology of public discipleship 
and witness. Applying what “Jesus is 
Lord” means today is the message we 
commend as elders to our churches.
   What we believe leads us to what 
we must reject. Our “Yes” is the 
foundation for our “No.” What we 
confess as our faith leads to what we 
confront. Therefore, we offer the six 
affirmations of what we believe, and 
the resulting rejections of practices 
and policies by political leaders 
which dangerously corrode the soul 
of the nation and deeply threaten the 
public integrity of our faith (see their 
website for the mentioned six points).
   WE ARE DEEPLY CON-
CERNED for the soul of our na-
tion, but also for our churches and 
the integrity of our faith. The pres-
ent crisis calls us to go deeper—
deeper into our relationship to God;   

deeper into our relationships with 
each other, especially across racial, 
ethnic, and national lines; deeper 
into our relationships with the most 
vulnerable, who are at greatest risk.
   The best response to our political, 
material, cultural, racial, or national 
idolatries is the First Command-
ment: “You shall have no other gods 
before me.”  Jesus summarizes the 
Greatest Commandment: “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, your soul, and your mind. This 
is the first commandment. And the 
second is like unto it. You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.”  As to 
loving our neighbors, we would add 
“no exceptions.”
   Our urgent need, in a time of moral 
and political crisis, is to recover the 
power of confessing our faith. Lament,
repent, and then repair. If Jesus is 
Lord, there is always space for grace. 
We believe it is time to speak and to 
act in faith and conscience, not be-
cause of politics, but because we are 
disciples of Jesus Christ—to whom 
be all authority, honor, and glory. It 
is time for a fresh confession of faith. 
Jesus is Lord. He is the light in our 
darkness.                                           Ω
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    House Journal is written by
Sarah Fuller.

    On The Line is compiled and 
edited by Mike Wisniewski.

THE

HOUSE
JOURNAL

JULIAN ASSANGE UPDATE

   Welcome to the salacious gossip-rid-
dled personality-studded column that is 
the House Journal, what we like to think 
of as the TMZ of the Catholic Worker 
universe. As always, we are grateful for 
your attention on this space.
   Our most gripping additions to the 
household this summer, our favorite 
seasonal influx of labor, personality and 
ideas, are the intrepid folks referred 
to as our Summer Interns. Again this 
year, we have a wonderful assortment 
of delightful human beings. Mayer 
Cook-Tonkin from near Melbourne, 
Australia, has become our integral ice-
water-delivery expert at the soup kitch-
en. She has also made us fashionable yet 
healthy Australian-style breakfasts and 
delicious dinners. She is a delight to be 
around. We are also joined by Benny 
Mattis, who hails from Massachusetts. 
He has a Master’s degree in Philosophy 
from Marquette University (home of the

venerable and esoteric Catholic 
Worker Archives) and an Excellence 
Badge from the LACW soup kitchen 
in Food Flow and Dishwashing. 
Benny has a kind and thoughtful 
demeanor and a comforting presence. 
Romario Quijero Ramirez joins us 
from Austin, Texas, and is a student 
at Pomona College in Media Studies. 
He has been aspiring to channel the 
“Kenergy” of regular volunteer Ken 
Baldwin (currently on vacation in 
Montana) in the areas of mat and cart 
cleaning at the kitchen, among other 
duties. He has also sharpend his chess 
skills against our in-house chess mas-
ter extraordinaire, Rudy.  Angelica
Brown joins us from Portland, 
Oregon, where she studied English. 
Angelica has been a great addition to 
the garden, whether distributing hot 
sauce or chatting with our guests. She 
has a peaceful, observant, investiga-
tory and gracious presence from 
which our whole household benefits.  
Our fifth intern, Yesenia Vasquez, 
was a calm and delightful presence 
and hailed from our neighborhood, 
Boyle Heights. She served folks 
generously down at the soup kitchen 
and was a wonderful part of the sum-
mer program. Unfortunately, she had 
to leave the program early due to a 
scheduling conflict. We wish her all 
the best in her pursuits.
  All of the interns have become avid 
backgammon players, and can also be 
seen bicycling around town on bikes 
thoughtfully restored by community 
member Micah Wullschleger. They 
were also all faithful contributors to 
our summer plumbing project (see 
our website for photos), overseen by 
one of the most wonderful, patient, 
and thoughtful plumbers, Luis.
   Speaking of Micah, unfortunately 
he is leaving us to further his studies 
in the area of education along with 
his partner Jen Rivera, at a school in

San Diego. We are sad to see them go; 
they have been a wonderful addition 
to our life and work over the last 
year. Micah has constructed an eco-
friendly grey-water system for us at 
our house and also helped to revive a 
street-serving of coffee and oatmeal. 
He has provided us with many hours 
of elucidating conversation, renewed 
our appreciation for Huell Howser’s 
repertoire, helped re-plaster our kitch-
en walls and helped build relationships 
with other community groups like Cen-
tro CSO in Boyle Heights. We wish 
them well in their new life chapter.
   In other bittersweet news, our 
community member of the last three 
years, Alexandria Addesso, has left 
to form a new Sister House in her 
hometown of Elizabeth, New Jersey 
(also famous as the birthplace of 
Catherine Morris). Alex brought 
great happiness to the LACW’s long-
time friend Bill Hoard through her 
faithful friendship and visiting. She 
also contributed greatly to our foot 
care project, and was an expert soup 
kitchen main dish chef. For more 
information about her new sister 
house, please read her article on page 
2 in this edition of the Agitator. We 
will miss Alex and are grateful for 
everything that she has done for us 
over these past years. We wish her all 
the best in her new undertaking.
   As always, we had some excellent 
summer picnics this year as part of 
the summer program. Busloads of 
folks from downtown were able to 
enjoy the serene green environs of 
Whittier Narrows Park and enjoy an 
old-fashioned picnic. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to make 
these renewing outings possible. 
   We also had a cavalcade of interest-
ing speakers this summer: General 
Dogon of LA CAN gave our interns 
a tour of Skid Row and also spoke to 
us at our house. Former LACW

community member Larry Holben, 
of Shasta, CA, gave a talk on the 
philosophical, historical, and spiri-
tual origins of the Catholic Worker 
movement. Theologian Ched Myers 
edified us with a Bible Study, linking 
human-made climate change with the 
Biblical account of the Ten Plagues 
of Egypt. Pastor Cue of the down-
town Church Without Walls spoke 
to us about the need to decolonize 
our understanding of Christianity. 
Leia Smith of the Orange County 
Catholic Worker spoke about her 
community’s experience of service to 
the poor, resistance and community 
life in Santa Ana. Joseph Williams 
of Black Lives Matter spoke to us 
about activist resistance to systemic 
racism and white supremacy in Los 
Angeles. Dennis Apel of the Gua-
dalupe Catholic Worker, shared his 
experience resisting nuclear weapons 
at Vandenberg Air Force Base; and 
local organization Centro CSO spoke 
about organizing in Boyle Heights. 
We are grateful for all our speakers.
   In social news, we had some great 
pool/beach parties hosted by Mary 
Nalick, Dr. Rich Meehan, and Tom 
and Anne Smet. The refreshments 
and conversation flowed freely and 
the cool water was especially welcome 
during this very hot summer. 
   We also had some wonderful visitors, 
Tom and Mia from Australia, Forrest 
and Lina from New Zeland, and Luke 
and Bruno from Philadelphia.
    We also had a very challenging but 
enriching conversation with longtime 
community friend Sister Kathleen, 
who helped facilitate an ongoing dis-
cussion about the future of the LACW.
   We are blessed to have supportive 
friends, meaningful work, and the 
ability to continue together in our 
beautiful vocation.

Recent news indicates that Wikileaks 
founder, Julian Assange, who has been 
trapped in the Ecuadorean Embassy 
in London since 2012, and is now suf-
fering with health issues, appears to 
be facing imminent expulsion, arrest 
by British Police, and extradition to 
the United States to face charges and 
a possible life sentence for releas-
ing documents that detailed U.S. war 
crimes in Iraq, which were leaked by 
then Private Bradley Manning. 
   The extradition of Assange would set 
a legal precedent that would criminalize 
any journalistic oversight or investiga-
tion of the corporate state. It would turn 
leaks and whistleblowing into treason, 
and it would shroud in total secrecy the 
actions of the ruling global elites.
   There is a petition to Pope Francis on 
the LACW website seeking his imme-
diate intervention in this serious matter. 
If you would like to be a signatory 
to this plea for help contact, Ciaron 
O’Reilly at ciaronx@yahoo.com

KINGS BAY PLOWSHARES

During an August 2 pre-trial motions 
hearing in U.S. District Court in Bruns-
wick, GA, Assistant U.S. Attorney Karl 
Knoche said the Kings Bay Plowshares 
defendants and others in the Plow-
shares movement created a “cottage 
industry” of breaking into and vandal-
izing U.S. nuclear military installations 
over the past 38 years, and then trying 
to use the subsequent prosecutions to

get the United States to denuclearize.
   However, until now, defendants had 
not before used the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act as a defense, 
creating the possibility of the case 
to plow new ground on the extent of 
protections afforded by the federal 
government for religious exercise.
   Bill Quigley, who represents 
defendant Elizabeth McAlister and is 
a law professor at Loyola University 
New Orleans, said the Justice De-
partment violated RFRA by immedi-
ately going to a criminal prosecution, 
instead of seeking a civil penalty or 
pretrial diversion. 
   Quigley also spoke at length about 
the defendants’ assertion that the 
United States is in violation of its own 
laws, international laws, and treaty 
obligations by possessing nuclear 
weapons, which he argued would 
render the prosecution moot. By be-
ing indiscriminate and genocidal by 
nature, Quigley said, nuclear weapons 
are a war crime unto themselves.
    Carmen Trotta, who is represent-
ing himself, told the court threaten-
ing to use nuclear missiles—as Presi-
dent Donald Trump did in tweets 
referencing North Korea—is in itself 
a use of the weapons, same as point-
ing a gun at someone is considered 
use of a gun and a crime.
   The language used by defense at-
torneys and defendants at the hearing 
indicate they are preparing for and 
intend to take the matter to a jury 
trial, something that rarely occurs in 
federal criminal matters.
      —kingsbayplowshares7.org and 
Kings Bay Plowshares Facebook Page.

RESISTANCE UPDATE

One year after two Des Moines 
Catholic Workers, Jessica Reznicek 
and Ruby Montoya, announced July 
24, 2017, that they had intentionally 
caused $2.5 millions dollars in dam-
ages to the Dakota Access Pipeline 
(see February 2018 Catholic Agita-
tor), federal prosecutors have filed 
no charges against them. 
   Des Moines Catholic Worker Frank 
Cordaro and anti-pipeline activist 
Ed Fallon believe that no charges 
have been filed because the energy 
company does not want a trial, 
while Chad Carter, vice president of 
Operating Engineers, Local 234, the 
union which represents some of the 
pipeline workers, suggested authori-
ties may lack evidence or suspect the 
women were taking credit for acts 
they did not commit. 
   Jessica and Ruby remain in hiding.
                                 —ncronline.org 

U.S. ARMED DRONES IN NIGER 

According to U.S. Africa Com-
mand, in early 2018, the U.S. began 
flying armed intelligence aircraft 
(drones) in Niger. The U.S. has car-
ried out 4,900-armed drones attacks 
in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Somalia, 
and Yemen, killing more than 1,500 
unarmed civilians.                —rt.com

ANTI-NUCLEAR PROTEST

Eighteen activists from the U.S., 
Germany, the Netherlands, and Great 
Britain were arrested and released 
without charges July 15 after they cut 
holes in fences and entered Germa-
ny’s Büchel Air Force Base, which 
houses 20 U.S. nuclear weapons.
   The activists, who included 
Redwood City, California, Catholic 
Worker Susan Crane, entered in five 
small groups and walked around car-
rying banners. Some walked as far

as the airbase runway while three 
people, including Crane, reached 
a high-security zone housing four 
nuclear weapons bunkers, climbed 
to the top of a bunker, and were not 
noticed until they unfurled a large 
banner an hour later.
                                 —ncronline.org 

IMMIGRATION DETENTION 

The following five contractors who 
work with Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement make hundreds of mil-
lions from mass incarceration, depor-
tations and detentions.
   Top contractors include:
The GEO Group - $155 million
Corrections Corp. of America - 
$134 million
BI Incorporated - $115 million
CSI Aviation Services - $87 million
Akima Global Services - $77 million
   I.C.E. made a total of $1.6 billion 
in contract awards in 2017.
                    —nationalpriorities.org
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SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:
LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org 
 1.  Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
        632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
       (323) 267-8789
  2.  Hospitality Kitchen (aka Hippie Kitchen)
        821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
       (213) 614-9615

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728    http://lvcw.org

ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304    http://occatholicworker.org

SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420

HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364

KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706     
http://catholicworkerhospitalityhouse.org

BEATITUDE HOUSE
267 Campodonico Ave., Guadalupe, CA 93434-1501
(805) 343-6322   www.facebook.com/beatitudehouse

ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410  http://sbcw.org   lizaOSB@aol.com 
CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER 
Ocampo #2 Hostotipaquillo, Jalisco Mexico C.P. 46440
http://casacolibricw.com
011-52 - 386-744-5063  -  jmhe76@gmail.com

AMANI HOUSE - NAIROBI, KENYA, AFRICA
mdavidomondi@gmail.com

NEW JERSEY CATHOLIC WORKER
aaddesso@riseup.net

Your generous donations made our annual summer picnics a rousing success.  
We rented buses and took 140 of our friends from Skid Row on picnics at Whittier 
Narrows Park/Legg Lake, where we served them hot dogs, burgers, chili, chips, 
potato salad, watermelon, cookies, lemonade, and ice cream. They played chess, 
dominoes, cards, baseball and soccer, or just relaxed beside the lake. All had a 
wonderful time and expressed their deepest gratitude.  See photos on our website 
under the link in the Summer Program post.  Many blessings.  

THANK YOU

 SPECIAL NEEDS +
 New men’s extra large white sizes 12–17 or tube socks.

Adjustable metal canes
Please send or bring them to Hennacy House. Thank you.

+

SHARE YOUR EXCESS BACKYARD FRUIT
If you have fruit trees on your property and have excess fruit, 

our kitchen guests would certainly enjoy whatever you will not use. 
Please consider donating it. Thank you.
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