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his book is an exhaustive
personal biography of not
only Daniel Berrigan, but
also his brother Philip, and
the entire Vietnam War era, as well
as Dorothy Day and the Catholic
Worker movement. Jim Forest, former editor of the New York Catholic
Worker, founder of the Catholic
Peace Fellowship, and current director of the European Christian Peace
Fellowship, has written a moving
and intimate biography of Daniel
Berrigan that is destined to become
the go-to book for all future scholars
who do research on the Berrigans
and the Vietnam era.
Daniel and his brother Philip were
the resistance leaders of the Vietnam–
era draft file burnings, sparking an entire movement of people who entered
draft boards, removed files, took them
out to the street to burn in front of the
public and press while they prayed
and waited until the police came and
arrested them. Their actions and subsequent highly publicized trials did
much to invigorate the peace movement and shorten the Vietnam War.
As a young Vietnam War resister
hitchhiking across Spain in 1970, I was
sleeping in the back seat of a kindly
person’s car when I looked down on
the floor and saw a Time magazine
with a picture of Fr. Dan Berrigan on
the cover. Although I had been raised
a Catholic and gone to Catholic
schools, this was the first I had ever
heard of radical Catholic priests, or
radical Catholics for that matter.
My next encounter with radical
Catholics was outside of St. Louis
when I was taken to a Peacemakers conference where I met young
people from the Milwaukee Catholic Worker, whose community was
involved in feeding the hungry and
sheltering the homeless, and who had
just burned draft files. I was so impressed with their efforts that I subsequently joined the Catholic Worker
movement, where I have remained
for the past 48 years. I ultimately
became good friends with Dan and
Phil, as well as with Catholic Worker
co-founder Dorothy Day.
Dan was born in Ely, Minnesota.
His father Thomas Berrigan, was a
steam engine driver and a bit on the
rough side. His mother, Frida, however, was described as a saintly and
pious Catholic, which may have been
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why three of the six boys, Dan, Phil,
and Jerry all entered the seminary.
Dan entered the Jesuit Novitiate
in Poughkeepsie, New York in
1939. He said of the seminary at
Woodstock: “Life was reduced to
mere endurance…we were there to
study philosophy because it was the
Divine will, it was as though God
were attending uneasily our attempts
to prove from unaided reason that
he exists…something of substance,
something infinitely precious was
lost in the Woodstock years” (p.21).
What struck me was how a man
of Dan’s intelligence and creativity
could put up with a stifling environment and not be spiritually crushed.
“Jesuits in the theologate like Dan…
were being prepared to work as loyal
unquestioning civil servants who
obediently did and said what was
determined by others” (p.27).
The merciful moment of release
came in the form of a scholarship.
Because Dan spoke fluent French he
was offered a scholarship to France
where he met and read progressive
French theologians: “At a stroke,” he
wrote, “fourteen years of academic
burdens were lifted and new horizons beckoned. Although he did not
realize it during the first few months,
Dan’s real mind was being implanted, the future was being furiously
sown” (p.31).
Dan was most impressed and
influenced by the Worker Priest
movement, an experiment of French
Catholic priests to be relieved from
their priestly duties to live and work
among French workers to meet their
spiritual as well as their social justice
needs. This movement was founded
in 1943 by a Dominican priest,
Jacques Loew, and after the war was
sanctioned by Cardinal Emmanuel
Suhard. However, the movement
was completely suppressed by Pius
XII at the strong demand of factory
owners who were angered at the
worker-priests aligning themselves
with striking and rebellious workers.
Because he was living in France
at the time when the French army
suffered its humiliating defeat in
Vietnam at Dien Bien Phu, he was
one of the few U.S. citizens in the
1950s who knew the importance of
Vietnam. At the same time, Dan was
sent to Germany from France on a
humanitarian mission. “I do remember writing home from Germany that
the endless (U.S. military) expenditures and installations in Western
Europe reminded me ominously of
the advance of the Roman Empire”
Continued on page 2
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By HELEN JACCARD
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n 1958 four Quaker activists
sailed the Golden Rule toward
the Marshall Islands in an attempt
to halt atmospheric nuclear weapons testing. The U.S. Coast Guard
boarded her in Honolulu and arrested
her crew, causing a nationwide public
outcry. Another sailboat, the Phoenix
of Hiroshima, completed the journey
and entered the atomic bomb test zone.
As a result of public awareness of the
radiation dangers and demand to stop
these tests, President Kennedy signed
the Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
with the USSR and the UK in 1963.
The Golden Rule was sold after
those bold actions of 1958 and not
heard from in the activist world for
decades. She was rebuilt by Veterans
For Peace and dozens of volunteers
from 2010 to 2015 with the help of
hundreds of donors.
In mid-October of this year, the
Golden Rule and her crew will set
sail on the same voyage that the
Quakers took in 1958. Now, as
60 years ago, we will sail to bring
public awareness of the dangers
of the nuclear era to humanity and
the environment. The possibility of
nuclear war is greater than ever before
due to conflicts between North Korea
and the United States, the U.S. and
Iran, and threats by India and Pakistan
to use nuclear weapons in the conflict
DIETRICH, cont’d from page 1
(p. 3). In all, I would say that Dan’s
experience in France broadened his
mind and insight and did much to
save him from the stifling experience
of the Church in the U.S. and the
Jesuits themselves.
Upon his return from Europe, Dan
was involved in many social justice
projects as well as some contentious
moments with his Jesuit Superiors. These came to culmination in
1965 when David Miller, a Catholic
Worker and former student of Dan’s,
burned his draft card in front of the
Whitehall Induction Center in downtown Manhattan. Though by this
time there had been many such draft
card burnings, this one was particularly bold, coming as it did just on
the heels of a furious congressman’s
call for five years’ imprisonment for
draft card burning, which President
Johnson immediately signed into
law. “Neither Dan nor Phil hesitated in leaping forward in articulate
defense of David’s gesture and for
that matter, any form of nonviolent
resistance to the ever–expanding
war. As became increasingly clear
in the months that followed, not all
Jesuits were pleased that a Jesuit was
making common cause with those
who were for whatever reasons, lawbreakers” (p.87).
But the crucible of nonviolent war
resistance took on a whole new aura
when, just one month after David
Miller’s action, Roger La Porte,
also a Catholic Worker, sat down in
front of the United Nations Building, poured gasoline over his body,
and burned himself to death. The
panic and dismay that Roger’s action
caused in the Catholic Worker, the
Church, the Jesuits, to Dan and to
Phil is unimaginable. “Worried that
Dan would make a statement that
Roger’s death was something other
than suicide, Dan’s provincial, John
McGinty, ordered him to make no
declarations about Roger” (p.92). Of
course, Dan being Dan could not resist what he saw as his priestly duty
to his friends and spiritual family at
the Catholic Worker. His sermon
was eloquent and comforting.
“Let us therefore not be…dismayed
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THE GOLDEN RULE
SAILS AGAIN

The Golden Rule in San Diego
over the disputed territory of Kashmir.
threat once again seems real,” and,
Mikhail Gorbachev, former President
“It looks as if the world is preparof the Soviet Union, recently wrote
ing for war.” He called on Donald
in an article in Time magazine that a
Trump and Vladimir Putin to work
new arms race means, “the nuclear
together to take steps to reduce the
by the death of Roger La Porte. Beyond apparent violence, apparent
tragedy, a great gift is offered to us.
But the gift can only be claimed
if our minds are open to it…in the
deepest sense, what we remember
here together is not death at all,
neither a dead Christian nor a dead
Christ. It is a resurrection, it is a new
hope, new steadfastness, new vision,
new resources of joy and peace” (p.93).
Dan’s superiors regarded his sermon
at the New York Catholic Worker a
violation of his vow of obedience and
demanded that he leave town within
24 hours. He was sent on a fourmonth, ten-country journey across
Latin America, during which he noted
that priests, bishops, and the Church
were completely silent on the issues of
grinding poverty and political oppression. He noted that the situation in
Latin America seemed unlikely to be
solved, as in Vietnam, by “peaceful
revolution” (p.98).
Dan continued to be involved in
anti-war activities throughout the next
years, including a trip to Hanoi in 1967
along with historian/activist Howard
Zinn to retrieve three prisoners of war.
It was there, during the Tet Offensive,
that Dan experienced three harrowing
nights of U.S. bombing. The experience profoundly galvanized Dan’s
opposition to the war.
But it was the action of the Baltimore
Four in April of 1967, who, led by
Dan’s brother Phil, burned draft files

as part of a street liturgy and were then
arrested, which truly moved him. Phil
was sentenced to six years in Federal prison, which he appealed to the
Supreme Court. In the meantime, Phil
had already been planning an action
at the Catonsville draft board and Phil
was straining mightily to pull Dan into
that action. But Dan still had some
strong reluctance.
“Did such an action blur the line
between violence and non-violence?
However appropriate such an action
might be, might it be counterproductive, alienating more people than it
activated? With bulldog determination,
Phil set out to pull his brother across
the border. On the evening of May 12,
Dan sat down with Phil until four in
the morning. There is no transcript,
but whatever Phil said tipped the
scale…“I saw suddenly, and it struck
with the force of lightening, that my
position was false, that I was threatened
with verbalizing my moral substance
out of existence” (p.117-118).
Dan received a three-year sentence
for his part in the Catonsville Nine
action, however, he refused to turn
himself in and went “on the Run.”
For four months appearing at peace
rallies, demonstrations, and other
public events, thumbing his nose and
having fun at the expense of J. Edgar
Hoover and the FBI. He was arrested at the home of theologian William
Stringfellow. Dan was imprisoned at
the federal correctional institute at
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world’s nuclear arsenal.
The Golden Rule sails for a
nuclear-free world and a peaceful,
sustainable future. Please keep the
wind in the sails of the Golden Rule!
You can send a check to VFP Golden
Rule Project, P.O. Box 87, Samoa,
CA 95564 or donate on the website.
Also a documentary, Making Waves:
Rebirth of the Golden Rule can be
accessed at:
vfpgoldenrule.org/making waves
New schedule: The Golden Rule
will begin sailing to Hawaii in midor late-October. This will give the
team a chance to take the boat to her
home port of Humboldt Bay where
the people who rebuilt her will finish
preparations for the ocean voyage.
In late August through early October the crew will port-hop down the
California coast, giving presentations
and having Bon Voyage parties along
the way. A new schedule for the
summer voyage will be available on
the web site: VFPGoldenRule.org and
on Facebook - GoldenRulePeaceBoat.
If you have questions or would like
to schedule a speaker, contact Project
Manager Helen Jaccard by phone at
206-992-6364 or e-mail vfpgoldenruleproject@gmail.com
If you have experience and are interested in becoming a crew member,
submit an application at:
vfpgoldenruleproject.org/crew-application.
W
Danbury, Connecticut until his release
on February 24, 1972.
The Catonsville action was covered in newspapers throughout the
country, even landing Dan on the
cover of Time magazine. While the
action was newsworthy in and of
itself, much of the publicity can be
attributed to Dan’s prior acclaim as a
well-known poet and what Jim Forest calls his “playfulness,” his ability
to bring levity to both serious actions
as well as serious courtroom drama.
The Catonsville action did much to
inspire multiple draft board actions,
invigorate the anti-war movement, and
shorten the Vietnam War. As Dorothy
Day said during the trial, “We need to
fill the jails…to fill the jails and stop
this war.”
Dan and Phil went on to found the
Plowshares Movement, inspired by
the prophet Isaiah’s words, “They shall
beat their swords into plowshares…”
Along with six others, they entered the
General Electric plant in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, where they hammered on an unarmed nuclear warhead,
and poured blood on files and papers.
Since that time, there have been more
than one hundred Plowshares actions
in the U.S. and throughout the world.
Dan continued his (literal) pro-life
activism by protesting at an abortion
clinic, assisting at an AIDS hospital,
standing against the death penalty, caring for dying cancer patients, as well
as participating in anti-war and antinuclear protests. Until the end of his
life, he continued to protest every
U.S. war from Kosovo to Iraq.
Dan joined the Heavenly Cloud of
Witnesses in April 2016 surrounded by
family and friends at a Jesuit hospital.
At his funeral, his sister-in-law Elizabeth McAllister read from the statement he made at Catonsville: “Our
apologies good friends, for the fracture
of good order, the burning of paper
instead of children, the angering of orderlies in the front parlor of the charnel
house. We could not, so help us God,
do otherwise…We have chosen to say
with the gift of our liberty, if necessary
our lives: the violence stops here, the
death stops here, the suppression stops
here, this war stops here” (p.304).
Daniel Berrigan, ¡Presente!
W
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INTERVIEW WITH FRIDA BERRIGAN: “GRANDMA IS IN JAIL FOR PEACE”

KINGS BAY PLOWSHARES
Frida Berrigan is a columnist for
wagingnonviolence.org and the
author of, It Runs in the Family: On
Being Raised by Radicals and Growing into Rebellious Motherhood.
She is the daughter of Liz McAlister
and the late Phil Berrigan, founders of the Jonah House Resistance
Community.
Agitator: Frida, thank you for
doing this. I loved your article on
Common Dreams: “How Do You Tell
the Kids that Grandma is in Jail for
Resisting Nuclear Weapons?”
How did you explain to your children why their grandmother was in
prison?
Berrigan: I had been laying the
groundwork for this conversation the
week before we went to our local
submarine base for the Good Friday
Stations of the Cross with the Catholic Worker in Hartford, New Haven.
My children were really into the Stations of the Cross, which surprised
me. My stepdaughter, Rosena, was
11 and my son, Seamus, was 5. I
did not bring Madeline, my 4-yearold. They were very interested in the
fence, the dogs, and the soldiers on
the other side of the fence.
Agitator: Were the dogs barking?
Berrigan: No, but the kids were
joking about what would happen to
us if we went over the fence. “Why
are those men there? Do they have
guns? Why are they wearing those
vests? How come they have different
uniforms on?” There were a lot of
questions about the soldiers, guards,
and police officers, and all of it.
The night before that, as we gathered, the activists were going onto
the Kings Bay Naval Base in Georgia, and we were at the local NAACP
reading of “A Letter From Birmingham Jail.” They had all these different voices, young and old, Spanish
speakers and English speakers, white
people and black people and Indian
people, reading King’s very stirring
and prescient and provocative words
explaining the importance of civil
disobedience, or divine obedience.
The next morning we came down
for breakfast, my husband was already gone to work, and we received
word that my mother was arrested.
She had trespassed onto the naval
base. Actually it was a base quite
similar to the one we were at on
Friday. And my son Seamus said,
“Well she went over the fence?”
And I said, “I don’t really know how
they got on, but they got through the
fence somehow.” And he said, “But
it was a war place, right?” “It was
a war place right, momma?” And I
said “Yes, right, it is definitely a war
place.” So that was kind of enough
for him. Then our four year old was
really interested in how this woman,
whom she views as quite ancient really, how she did it.
Agitator: She wanted details?
Berrigan: Yes, Madeline sort of
imagined Grandma leaping over the
fence and getting away from the police officers on the back of a cheetah.
So that has been how we have kept
talking about it.
Agitator: She’s her warrior grandmother.
Berrigan: Yes, exactly. She is some
sort of Amazon, lion-tamer kind of
person. And then Rosena was more
grounded in the words we had heard

Left to right: Clare Grady, Patrick O’Neill, Liz McAlister,
Steve Kelly, Martha Hennessy, Mark Colville, Carmen Trotta
On April 5 of this year, calling themselves the Kings Bay Plowshares, Frida’s
mother, Liz McAlister, and six others, commemorated the assassination of Martin
Luther King, Jr. by entering Kings Bay Naval Base in an act of nonviolent
resistance against U.S. nuclear weapons policy and committed a symbolic disarmament action based on the mandate in the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 2:3-4 –
“They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks…”
the night before. She said, “It’s
kind of like Martin Luther King said,
‘Some laws you have to obey and then
some laws, at least Grandma thinks
this, you really shouldn’t obey at all.”
Agitator: Which child was this?
Who said that?
Berrigan: My stepdaughter Rosena
who is 11. She is kind of operating a
little bit on a different plane and really thinking things through and connecting some dots there. And then
we had a long tangent about what
laws are good and what laws are not,
and I was able to bring it back.
Agitator: That was quite a conversation.
Berrigan: It was, and all before
eight in the morning.
Agitator: I hope you had a cup of
coffee, at least. Let me ask you this
question – and it is kind of rhetorical
– but your mother and six other folks
broke into the Kings Bay Trident
Nuclear Submarine Base and they
are facing many years in prison.
Why did they do this action?
Berrigan: They are facing 20 years
in jail for the federal charges that
came down. And I think they acted
for many different reasons. Their
statement says that the ultimate logic
of Trident is omnicide, the killing
of all life on the planet. And I think
the location of Georgia was compelling because of where we are in this
country right now regarding racial
inequality and the way in which racism has been made acceptable again
by this administration. It really was
an action by white people against racism that took the words of King and...
Agitator: So the timing was related
to Martin Luther King, Jr.?
Berrigan: That is why they did it
on the day of his assassination, the
50th anniversary of his assassination.
They wanted to bring him into their
action, to be there in the spirit of
King’s vision and his condemnation
of the giant triplets of materialism,
militarism, and racism. They want to
reveal Trident as a manifestation of

those giant triplets all wrapped into
one enormous deadly package.
I think they seek to draw attention
to our country’s ongoing love affair
with nuclear weapons. This is something that seldom makes the front
pages, seldom is in the public eye,
but undergirds and is the hidden fist
within all U.S. diplomacy. They are
acting in the spirit of the Plowshares
movement, this is the 38th year now
of this type of witness, to draw attention to nuclear weaponry, to our
proximity to it, and our personal responsibility for it, and through that
sense of responsibility to hopefully
be part of transforming it.
Agitator: Let me ask you this. I
know you have done research on
weapons and particularly nuclear
weapons. Can you tell us briefly
what Trident submarines do?
Berrigan: Tridents are part of
the triad of nuclear weapons. The
strategy is that we have land-based
nuclear missiles, intercontinental
ballistic missiles that can go from the
middle of the United States to targets
all over the World. And then we also
have nuclear weapons on bombers
that, much the way we did in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, could drop nuclear
weapons over a site. Both of those
are couched in language that claims
“these are only defensive” but both of
those are first-strike capable weapons.
But Trident is almost like a
third–strike weapon. Let’s say
we launched a nuclear attack and
there was a counter-attack. Trident
submarines are particularly important because even if the whole U.S.
is destroyed, they can launch a third
wave of attack, a definitive globedestroying attack from the grave, so
to speak. So these are the three legs
upon which nuclear strategy rests.
There have been some arguments
that we do not need these weapons
anymore, particularly Trident, because there is not really a nuclear
adversary out there that is spending
the kind of money that the U.S. is

spending on these kinds of weapons. You will remember President
Obama was in a plaza in Prague and
promised to make nuclear weapons
obsolete. He won a Nobel Peace
Prize for this. But nuclear weapons
spending continued to increase under
his administration. Trump is just
adding to that. There are a lot of
new resources being put into Trident
submarines in particular because
there is a whole new class of submarines being built while aging nuclear
warheads are being refurbished on
another class of submarines. And
there are eight Trident submarines at
Kings Bay Naval Base, which is the
largest fleet of nuclear submarines
in the world. Collectively those
Trident submarines carry hundreds
and hundreds of times the firepower
that destroyed Hiroshima more than
70 years ago.
Agitator: You grew up in the Jonah
House Resistance Community, where
many community members there
were arrested for nonviolent actions.
Your parents spent many years in
jail. How did that affect you?
Berrigan: It affected me deeply. I
am not sure I know how to answer
this question. I think one way to
answer it is that it made me really
appreciate family, and a larger definition of family than is usual. I think
one of the reasons that my siblings
and I did not escape when we were 18
is that we saw so many other people
really attracted to our parents’ vision.
Agitator: At college?
Berrigan: No, I am thinking of so
many others who were part of the
Jonah House community, who came
and visited and wanted to be a part of
it, who were in dialogue, and then also
those in healthy disagreement and tension with our parents and their interpretations and their priorities. So we
saw and were part of this pretty highlevel stuff as kids and really loved
many of these people a lot. And even
when it was not pleasant or normal or
fun, we could see that it was meaningful and important and attractive to a
lot of people who otherwise seemed
like perfectly normal human beings.
And so there must be something there.
I don’t really want to speak for my
brother and sister, but I think all three
of us struggled with the meaning of
our parents’ lifestyle and tried to figure
out what our piece of that was. That
has been the project of our lives as
adults, trying to sort it all out. So you
know, I believe I was raised in this
really incredible community with a lot
of love and a lot of resources, and it
gave me a fairly nuanced perspective
on consumerism and relationships. It
was really great to be in intergenerational relationship with people.
Agitator: That is a great answer.
Now, how did you meet your husband?
Berrigan: His name is Patrick
Sheehan-Gaumer and we met
through the War Resisters League
(WRL). We were both on the board
and I worked a lot with his mom on
anti-militarism issues.
Agitator: Talk about intergenerational.
Berrigan: Exactly. Joanne, now my
mother-in-law, founded and runs the
New England Chapter of the WRL
and does a lot of nonviolence training and networking and organizing
Continued on page 6
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PATIENCE, LOVE, AND COMPASSION: WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO BUILD A COUNTERCULTURE BASED ON THE RADICAL LOVE AND DISARMAMENT OF THE GOSPELS

In a group of people, it can also be tempting to appeal to privileges based on race, gender, age, ability, class status or education to claim status overtly or covertly over
another person, thus trying to use power instead of Christian love and service to try and relate to and work with the people around us. These are real temptations.

BUILDING A GOSPEL-BASED COMMUNITY

By SARAH FULLER

Graphic by Sarah Fuller

O

ne day while at the Hippie
Kitchen, I was standing
on Sixth Street with other
Catholic Workers when a
woman began screaming and making
serious stabbing arcs with a bright,
sharp eight-inch knife, arguing with
a man. My first thought was, “I am
afraid of that woman and her knife.”
The man would yell an insult at her
and start to walk away, and then she
would yell something, overcome
with anger, which would make him
turn around and walk threateningly
back. Eventually the man stormed
away. I turned around to see what
the woman was doing. Another
woman who had been washing cars
on the street nearby was embracing the woman with the knife, who
was sobbing. The woman who had
been washing cars said quietly and
compassionately to her, “Sometimes
you have to let it go,” and the woman
with the knife nodded as she cried.
This is a story about the compassion and understanding that people
in the Skid Row community have
for each other. The woman who
had been washing cars reached out
to calm the woman with the knife
and keep her safe. She saw that the
woman was vulnerable and upset,
and she helped her. This woman is a
hero, and there are many thousands
like her, caring at the deepest level
for their neighbors in the day-to-day,
and we should always recognize that
even as we Catholic Workers try to be
servants on Skid Row, our models and
teachers are there already and have
been living there for a long time.
I was thinking about this incident
as I was thinking about confrontation. I was thinking about anger and
escalation, compassion and disarmament. I was thinking about a very
different situation, the question of
power, control, and covert forms of
violence in pacifist communities.
All meetings of people involve the
possibility of hurt and vulnerability.
Perhaps even a human living alone
on a deserted island would find the
possibility for these things in their
own mind. Even in a pacifist community, though forswearing physical
violence, people can find workarounds to hurt and control other
people, wittingly and unwittingly.
Some examples of this include
gossip, slander, insult, and silence.
These are all tempting weapons for
a person to take up, even if they
are sworn to physical nonviolence,
as ways to try and control people
around them or believe that they can
protect themselves.
One source describing things that
hold people back from working well
together in a group setting lists the
following detrimental practices:
“backstabbing, criticizing, and blaming; gossiping and spreading rumors;
agreeing in meetings, but not following through afterward; hoarding
information; purposely undermining
others; [and] caring only about personal agendas [over group goals].”
In a group of people, it can also
be tempting to appeal to privileges
based on race, gender, age, ability,
class status or education to claim status overtly or covertly over another
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person, thus trying to use power
instead of Christian love and service
to try and relate to and work with
the people around us. These are real
temptations, and we should not be
surprised by them as they are the tools
and logic that permeate our culture,
our world, our religious, political and
educational systems and, tragically,
even many of our families. But we are
trying to build a counterculture based
on the radical love and disarmament
of the Gospels, so we should always
work to identify and repent of these
strategies of controlling others.
Our attempts to hurt and control
each other, or protect ourselves, using the coercive tools of our environment, lead to suffering, hurt, unhappiness, and an inability to live and
work well together. They impede our
ability to bear the Gospel’s radical
message of love to the world. They
relate directly to our ability to witness against other forms of violence
and suffering in our world. But
happily, conversion is a long ongoing
process and redemption is the cornerstone of the Good News. We can
always seek wisdom and love, and
we can always seek ways to repent
and turn around.
For some ways to try to grapple
with the hurt of living imperfectly together, and to aim for better ways of
relating, we can turn to the examples
of writer, Buddhist monk and peace
activist Thich Nhat Hanh, as well as
of Jean Vanier, writer and founder of
the L’Arche communities. We can
also look to examples of humility
and service such as the patron saint
of the Catholic Worker movement,
St. Joseph.
The suffering we produce and
experience as we live with each other
and deal with each other’s imperfect
nonviolence can be deep, and lead to
cycles of hurt and suffering. Thich
Nhat Hanh describes in his book Anger: Wisdom for Cooling the Flames,
how the anger people feel as they are
hurt by others can be spread as escalating suffering for the self and others:
“When someone says or does
something that makes us angry, we
suffer. We tend to say or do something back to make the other suffer,
with the hope that we will suffer less.
We think, ‘I want to punish you, I
want to make you suffer because you
have made me suffer. And when I see
you suffer a lot, I will feel better.’...
The result is an escalation of suffering on both sides. Both of you need
compassion and help. Neither of you
needs punishment” (p.25).
Thich Nhat Hanh offers some strategies for moving past this cycle of
suffering. A first insight he offers is
recognizing and taking care of one’s
own anger, of paying attention to
it and dealing with it carefully, like
a mother takes care of a baby. He
says it takes time to deal with one’s
anger, and to understand what it is
about, and that it makes sense to take
that time. After that, he recommends
difficult, honest and intentional communication with the person who has
made one angry. He recommends we
understand the woundedness of the
person who has made us angry, as
well as of ourselves, and suggests we
hold both of these things in mind as
we strive to communicate and break

CONFRONTING

WHITE SUPREMACY
By MATT HARPER

T

the cycle of suffering. He also suggests that we acknowledge our own
role in bringing harm to a relationship.
Some folks at the LACW recently had the privilege of seeing the
beautiful new documentary about
L’Arche and its founder, Jean Vanier,
called Summer in the Forest. In this
documentary, Jean Vanier talks about
the importance of turning anger into
compassion, a sentiment reminiscent
of Thich Nhat Hanh. In the documentary, we see Jean Vanier interacting with people with a wide range of
physical and mental hardships and
ability levels with great compassion
and care, the spirit that is the cornerstone of the L’Arche movement.
We see him paying very careful
and compassionate attention to the
people around him, and this allows
relationships to be built and new
ways of living together to be formed
where, tragically, a model of control
and domination, leading to great
suffering, often previously existed
for people with disabilities. Extreme
patience, care, love and compassion
make new ways of being together

possible, especially when coupled
with a Biblical understanding that
rejects status as the “normal” world
understands it. Our vocation is to affirm the value of all, especially those
who are vulnerable, who are considered of little value according to the
wisdom of the world. After all, “Has
not God made foolish the wisdom of
the world?” (1Corinthians 1:20).
Yet we find a temptation in
ourselves to be strong (or at least I
do) according to the criteria of the
fallen world around us, and to use
that power for ourselves (perhaps, to
protect the vulnerable self we know
is within). Knowing our vocation is
different than practicing it daily, and
at risk to our vulnerable selves--and
sometimes practicing this disarmament within our own families or
communities feels more vulnerable
even than exploring it in our more
public activities.
Another figure I look to in the
quest to understand this dynamic of
disarmament is St. Joseph. St. Joseph
is an example of extreme humility,
being willing to take care of his fam-

ily and let them shine as he provides
a steady support in the background.
He is willing to do menial labor, to
risk public ridicule by committing
to his unusual family, to endure risk
and hardship to keep them safe. He
is a humble provider, and supports
his family in their tasks. Humility,
insight, compassion, patience, honesty and a rejection of status—these
are the things we could fill our hands
and hearts with so that we no longer
have room for the tools of status,
control and domination.
We have been having some discussions about racism and sexism within
our community and in the wider
Catholic Worker movement, ways
these power structures may have
influenced our lives and work, our
relations with each other and with
our surrounding communities. These
are painful discussions, alarming for
some, relieving for others, a mix of
both for many. I think they are necessary as part of learning to be more
nonviolent, another way to strive to
reject more completely the apparatus
of control that is bequeathed to us by

our society.
I think again of our neighbor at
the soup kitchen, who saw another
woman ready to fight with a knife.
She looked past the knife, and saw
and understood a vulnerable neighbor in a dangerous situation, and her
compassion and understanding of
her neighbor’s vulnerability overrode
any fear.
We have many great strengths
in our beautiful communities, as
we strive to care for each other and
understand each other, in the face of a
world so full of problems. But entering a pacifist community does not
mean avoiding the pitfalls of all the
world, our selves, our suffering and
our humanity, and our upbringing in a
world that values control, mastery and
domination. Learning to disarm ourselves and reach out to others in love
is an ongoing vocation. Would that
we strive and learn always from the
courage of our friends to understand
and open our arms to each other. W
Sarah Fuller is a Los Angeles Catholic Worker community member.

he history of the United
States is filled with countless examples of overt, racist
state violence: Indigenous
genocide, African slavery, Mexican
“Repatriation,” Japanese internment,
the War on Drugs. Our history is also
filled with countless examples of
overt, racist violence carried out by
individuals and mobs and condoned
by the state. Some acts of hate blur the
line between the state and individuals.
Since the inauguration of Donald Trump, racism has, once again,
reared its overt, violent and vitriolic
head, both on the individual and state
levels. From Santa Monica, California
to Charlottesville, Virginia to Puerto
Rico, much of the racist hate and violence goes unchecked and is often not
called what it really is: terrorism.
Here in Los Angeles specifically,
and California more generally, many
white communities pride ourselves
on being liberals, progressives, Democrats. We are comfortable labeling
vulgar words of hate, brutal acts of
violence, and blatantly discriminatory policies as “racist.”
When we consider racism on a
systemic level, many of us have not
moved past a simplistic framework
for understanding oppression. In
the most popular analysis, oppressors stand at the top and use their
power and privilege to marginalize
people below them. For racism, this
binary model of oppression holds the
power-FULL as a monolithic group
(white people) who enact racism over
the power-LESS monolith (people of
color). When considering the actions
of overt racists, this makes perfect
sense, but trying to extend the framework farther leads to breakdowns.
First, at the heart of this framework’s breakdown is the fact that no
group exists simply as a monolith.
Each person’s unique assortment
of identities interacts in complex
ways. We are more than one part of
ourselves. As Kimberly Crenshaw
recognized, “For those who stand in
the path of multiple forms of exclusion, you’re likely to get hit by both.”
This “intersectionality” highlights
the compounding impact of marginalization. The opposite reality is true
for those with dominant identities. A
white male has more compounding
privileges than a white trans woman.
This is not to negate or wash away
the racial privilege all white people
receive, but rather to recognize that
privileges exist in layers.
Second, this oppressed/oppressor
binary offers no incentives for white
people to live differently. In this
binary, white people can only fall on
the side of the oppressor and only receive privileges. To try and exist any
other way is a fiction. This model
erases the history of white people doing the deep personal, interpersonal,
cultural, and systemic work. There
is no recognized, historical alternative to toxic whiteness in this binary
despite there actually being a long
and beautiful history of anti-racist
white people struggling to create an

alternative white identity. So what is
the value of forfeiting those benefits?
Before proceeding, a clarification
on culpability is needed. Just because a white person acknowledges
racism exists, donates to charities,
goes to rallies, and is friendly with
a person of color at their work site
does not mean they do not perpetuate
racism. In addition to the overt acts
of hate, there is a whole sea of covert
acts that even the best-intentioned
white people perpetuate. Often, too,
we accept privileges for our own
benefit, rather than using them to
help dismantle unjust systems.
Additionally, in this sort of binary
model, power and privilege get conflated as if they are the same thing.
Power is the ability to have direct
influence on legislation, culture,
and institutions. As Jesse Myerson
quotes in “White Anti-Racism Must
be Based in Solidarity, Not Altruism,”
David Kaib identifies “two faces of
privilege.” The first includes ones
access to well-compensated employment, quality healthcare, and minimal criminalization. And although
they are called privileges, Myerson
reminds us that they should really
be called human rights. He goes on
to caution that we would be better
served not to conflate human rights
as privileges. The other privilege,
though, is the societal privilege to
dominate discussions, control spaces,
normalize my experience and feel
entitled to the body of another person. Though, statistically, white
people have more access to these
two privileges than people of color,
and though white people are more
likely to find themselves in managerial positions (with some institutional power over people of color),
these are a far cry from the power to
influence national and international
government and institutions.
Finally, this oppressor/oppressed
model seems to suggest that racism
itself is the problem. Stop being racist
and everything will get better. Though
racism is a problem it is not the problem. Rather, it is a tool of a greater
system (white supremacy) with a
more nefarious purpose than just hate
(something we will return to later).
For some, this may feel awkward
or new. When I first heard this, I
remember thinking, “If this is the
case, why am I only learning about it
now?” Part of the reason we do not
learn anything deeper (and thus have
not dug deeper into this) is because
systems of power do not want us to
understand the true structure of society. It is not in the interests of power
to keep people educated. As a picture on the wall of my community’s
living room says, “Truth is the first
casualty of war.” Misinformation,
fake news, and state-controlled narratives are all tactics of power. “When
the system is hidden, it obscures
the role of the white ruling elite, the
complexity of difference amongst
white people, and the power of white
people and people of color uniting to
create a road to fundamental change”
(Goldberg & Levin article).
Continued on page 6
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IN THE BERRIGAN TRADITION
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BERRIGAN, cont’d from p.3
work. She was a real mentor to me
as a young adult. So I married her
son.
Agitator: And what does Patrick do?
Berrigan: He works for an
anti-domestic violence agency.
Most of his work takes place in
schools, both middle schools and
high schools, running classes and
seminars around healthy relationships and positive communication,
and recognizing and speaking out
against sexual violence. He does
hotline work too.
Agitator: Sounds like his mother
was a great mentor to him as well
as to you. My next question is my
personal question: I read the New
York Times Style section religiously
and I was rather impressed that your
wedding was covered in the paper.
Why do you think that was?
Berrigan: Because I asked them to.
I pitched it.
Agitator: Good for you.
Berrigan: I had a friend in New
York who is a food writer and her
wedding was covered in the Style
section. I asked her when we were
planning our wedding how she had
arranged it. So she explained to
me and I tried it. Later, I was at
the Supreme Court at a demonstration and I received the call from the
scheduler for the society page, and
I was very tickled. Then they came
and took pictures and asked us a lot
of questions. It was really fun.
Agitator: Ok, let me ask you
this, I know the Berrigan family is
large and pretty close. Do they get
together on occasions?
Berrigan: Not as much as we
would like to. The biggest gathering of Berrigans was at Dan’s
funeral. Next, some of us are planning to run the Block Island Half
Marathon on October 2 in celebration of what would be Phil Berrigan’s 95th birthday. He would have
turned 95 on October 5 and the run
is on the 7th.
Agitator: One last question. Could
you please tell me a favorite Berrigan family story?
Berrigan: Ok. When I was a
junior in college I applied for a fellowship in Washington DC, the Herbert Scoville Jr. Peace Fellowship.
I went to school in Massachusetts.
They flew me down for a day of
interviews at some of the traditional
peace organizations—we went
around to all these different groups
and the person who was going to
get the fellowship would be paid to
work for one of these organizations
for a year. It was a grueling, intimidating experience, not exactly what
I thought of as peace work.
Then mom and dad met me at a
Boston Market in Washington DC,
they then took me to the airport and
I was supposed to fly back. During
the ride we had a really fun conversation. I think it was the only time
in my life that I went out to dinner
with my parents. Like literally. I
didn’t think I was going to get a
position but they thought anyone
would be lucky to have me. It was
really sweet to have their undivided
attention and feel really grown up
and everything.
Then they dropped me off at the
airport and I went through security.
While sitting at the gate, I must
have, I didn’t fall asleep, but I definitely spaced out. And I was right
next to the gate, the plane boarded,
they made last call, they called me
by name apparently, and then the
doors closed and the plane left.
And a minute later I thought, “Gosh
what is going on with my plane?” I
asked the gate women, she was like,
seriously, we called your name; the
plane has already departed. I imme-
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BETTER KNOW A VOLUNTEER
ARNAL KENNEDY

Our featured volunteer this month
is Arnal Kennedy. Arnal has been
volunteering regularly with us since
2002. He was for many years our
most faithful dishwasher until an
injury to his hand forced him to stop
a few years ago. Nowadays Arnal
likes to chew the fat around the
onion-chopping table, but is a true
utility player who does not mind
diately called my parents and said,
“My plane left, now what do I do?”
Suddenly I was not a grown-up
anymore, I wasn’t together. I was
just like this idiot. And my father
said to me, “Frida, do what you
are doing. If you are waiting for
the plane, do what you are doing.”
And it kind of became this thing
we would always say to each other;
it became our mantra. “Do what
you are doing.” Now I find myself
saying it to my children, “Put your
shoes on. Do what you are doing,”
when they are spacing out. So that
is what I thought of when you asked
the question.
Agitator: That is a great story.
Thank you, Frida, for the conversation. It was very interesting and informative. Let’s end with, “Do what
you are doing.”
W
HARPER, cont’d from p.5
Additionally, many of us have not
dug deeper because the accusations
of being a part of a racist system,
even perpetuating racism, conflicts
with our belief and knowledge of
ourselves. This challenges the very
quality of how we have tried to live,
and this accusation seems to offer
little hope for redemption. To be
complicit in racism seems like an
indictment of our values, self-perception, and very lives, from which
there seems to be no return.
Another reason many of us have
not dug deeper is because our questions and doubts about this binary
model have lead us to abandon
more critical thinking and engagement with the topic. Questions like:
Are all white people really making
calculated and intentional efforts at
suppressing people of color’s access
to power, to their basic necessities?
Are all white teachers, electricians,
paramedics, small business owners
really the ones controlling the system of exploitation? What about the
unemployment/underemployment,
eviction, poor health, and addiction
that many white people and families
face? What about wealthy people of
color? While these questions each
require deep analysis and exploration, it is an understandable hang-up
for those not accustomed to exploring these issues to be unsatisfied
with the binary framework when
considering these complex realities.
And rather than considering that
our understanding of the system of
racism may just not be deep enough,
many of us assume it is completely

doing whatever is most needed. We
are blessed to have Arnal as part of
our lineup.
A prolific poet himself, Arnal
particularly enjoys the works of
Paul Lawrence Dunbar. While
Arnal enjoys watching all manner of
sports, his very favorite team is the
Dallas Cowboys.
Growing up, Arnal’s family was
part of a traveling show, allowing
him to see many interesting places
as a child. He had stints of living in
Montreal, Quebec and Las Vegas,
Nevada before moving to California
for college and eventually graduating from St. Mary’s College.
His favorite movie is Quentin
Tarantino’s Pulp Fiction and his
favorite Hippie Kitchen beans are
black-eyed peas.
W
Better Know A Volunteer is written by Theo Kayser.
wrong and exit the conversation
entirely.
Therefore a new model is needed
to more accurately understand the
reality around us, to influence how
we move forward, and to inspire
people to do the necessary work to
struggle for change.
So where does the power presently reside? There is a small group
of people, roughly one-fourth of the
the top 1% of the wealthiest in the
country, who “influence, control,
and shape policy, culture, and
institutions through governmental
bodies, economic practices, cultural
and media-propagated ideology and
imagery” (AWARE-LA). These
“Ruling Elite” are dominated by
white, cisgender, Christian, wealthy
men and it is them who have the
deepest vested interest in maintaining the status quo.
And while most people at the
top share similar identities, not all
white, class-privileged men have
this power. The truth is that most
white people are far from this lived
experience. Many struggle in real
ways. That said, while white people
may experience marginalization
because of another identity—class,
gender/sex, ability, educational
background—under white supremacy, their whiteness privileges
them (even though they do not
have the same level of investment
in maintaining the system as the
Ruling Elite do). People of color,
on the other hand, are not privileged
racially. They are the main targets of
discrimination, of sweeping generalizations and stereotypes, of criminalization, exploitation, state-based
violence and, sometimes, worse.
And while most white people and
people of color have a lot of mutual
interest, they have been kept from
joining together. “The Ruling Elite
uses intersecting systems of oppression to divide and exploit groups
of people, all in turn perpetuating
their exclusive power and extracting
profit, submission, and compliance
from oppressed groups” (AWARELA). Racism is a tool used to
maintain a system of white supremacy. Just as sexism is a tool to
maintain a system of patriarchy, it is
not the problem itself. Ruling Elites
pit white people against people of
color, middle class people against
poor and working class people, men
against women, trans, and gender
nonconforming people. Under all
these and all other systems of oppression (heteronormativity, classism,
ableism…), “there are norms that

oppress culturally, …policies that
oppress institutionally, and…practices that oppress interpersonally”
(AWARE-LA).
The privileges that come from
being in the “dominant” groups are
a “direct incentive to maintain the
status quo” (AWARE-LA). It is a
way to buy off allegiance and avoid
resistance. Whether people of privilege know it or not, we see the ways
that systems of oppression work in
peoples’ real lives, we see the carrots
dangled before our eyes, and we
pursue paths that keep us away from
a harder go of things, including reaping the unfair benefits of our whiteness simply for our own good. Even
the very concept of “whiteness” was
created to divide poor, indentured
whites and black slaves in a plantation-based economy,” (AWARE-LA)
the hope being that by offering some
small benefits to white people, they
would support the system of racial
subjugation through the acceptance
of (or even participation in) the slave
economy. The same happens today.
Rather than seeing ourselves
as having more in common with
the Ruling Elite (which is a sentiment Trump has done very well
in imparting throughout much of
the white population), we need to
see our connection to those who
are marginalized, especially those
more so than whatever marginalized identities we may hold. Whites
are not guaranteed an easy life, as
many have found; but the “promise”
(the lie) that we just have to work
harder to get to where we will have
our needs met keeps many of us in
allegiance with the very entity stripping us of our access to basic rights.
We compromise, work overtime, and
tolerate countless abuses because of
this lie. We must recognize that we
exist within cultural norms that are
problematic. Given all of that, this is
fertile ground for alliance building,
but we must do the work to ensure
our racial privilege will not act as a
barrier and liability to building trust.
We must explore all of our identities and consider where we are
encouraged to accept privileges
and human rights at the expense of
others with different identities. We
must ask how many of our needs are
not getting met. The benefits that
come from being white, able-bodied,
Christian, college-educated, classprivileged and a cisgender male are
used to win me over. And when we
are so afraid of “losing” (economic
security, healthcare, employment,
access to good schools), we bite
our tongues and let things continue
around us because they seem too big
to stop. We do not understand how
it is to our benefit, in our personal interest, to come together with people
of color to dismantle white supremacy. So, what do we do? How do
white people move forward? What
do we really have at stake, really
have to gain from making the hard
but necessary investment in challenging the systems of and people in
power? That, my friends, is the next
article.
W
Matt Harper is a Los Angeles Catholic Worker community member.

“To blow the dynamite of a
message is the only way to
make a message dynamic. If
the Catholic Church is not
today the dominant social
dynamic force, it is because
Catholic scholars have failed
to blow the dynamite of the
Church. It is about time to
blow the lid off so the
Catholic Church may again
become the dominant social
dynamic force.”–Peter Maurin

ON
THE LINE
KINGS BAY PLOWSHARES
UPDATE
In early May, the seven Kings Bay
Plowshares were indicted in the Southern District of Georgia Federal Court.
They were each charged with four
counts: Conspiracy, Destruction of Property on a Naval Station, Depredation of
Government Property, and Trespass.
On May 17, 2018, the seven were
arraigned and each pled not guilty.
Magistrate R. Stan Baker presided.
A tentative motions hearing was set for
August 3. Also, bond was set for six of
the seven. Steve Kelly, SJ, was denied
bond due to a pending case at the
Kitsap-Bangor naval submarine base in
Washington State.
Conditions of release required that
each of the six post a $50,000 surety
with $5,000 cash paid ($1,000 for Carmen Trotta). The court also required
that they wear ankle monitors, be subject to home confinement, and surrender their passports. Martha Hennessy,
Carmen Trotta, and Patrick O’Neill
chose to accept these conditions and
bond out hoping to continue the work
of organizing for nuclear disarmament
from their home communities as they
await trial. Liz McAlister, Clare Grady,
and Mark Colville elected to continue
writing, praying, and organizing from
within the Glynn County Jail in Brunswick, Georgia. On May 24, Martha,
Carmen, and Patrick were released
from Glynn County, traveled home,
and began their home confinement.
Currently, Liz McAlister is represented by attorneys Bill Quigley and
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April and May were full of activity and celebration at the LACW. We
continued our water-themed film series
with the Academy Award winning The
Shape of Water, which, while enjoyed
by our community, would not have won
an Oscar had the decision been up to us.
Once again, we celebrated our annual Seder with many friends, kitchen
volunteers, and a delicious meal
prepared by our own Theo Kayser and
guests who attended our celebration.
Amongst the guests we were blessed
to have join us were Rabbi Seth
Castleman and his wife—and former
community member—Rev. Elizabeth
Griswold, who kindly helped us by
reading during the Seder celebration,
which added an authentic Jewish touch
to an event that is otherwise organized
and attended mostly by Gentiles. The
couple, along with their lively and very
adorable children, Lilah and Abraham,

Jason Clark (local sponsor), Martha
Hennessy is represented by attorneys
Anna Lellelid and Jason Clark (local
sponsor), Clare Grady is represented
by Stephanie McDonald. Attorney
Matt D’Aloisio will be standby
counsel for Mark Colville, who will
represent himself. Patrick O’Neill
will represent himself with Darrel
Gossett as standby counsel. Steve
Kelly and Carmen Trotta will represent themselves. Other attorneys are
also assisting in various capacities.
JEAN GUMP: 1927– 2018 R.I.P.
Longtime peace and justice activist
Jean Gump, who spent more than four
years in a federal prison for an anti-nuclear protest during which she poured
blood in the shape of a cross on the
hatch of a Minuteman II missile silo in
Missouri and painted the words “Disarm and live,” joined the Heavenly
Cloud of Witnesses on March 16, at
age 90, after a brain hemorrhage.
She and her husband Joe each
served prison time during the same
period for separate anti-nuclear
protests at different missile silo sites.
Joe died in 2014.
Jean Gump, ¡Presente!

entire Phares family during this time
of great loss.
He was a husband, father, and
Grandfather, extraordinaire. He provided kind but honest advice to his
family, activists, and many prisoners
he visited throughout the past decades.
He was also a very strong supporter
of the efforts to close the School of
Americas (SOA/WHINSEC).
The family requests donations be
sent to the Kings Bay Plowshares
Support Fund in lieu of flowers.
Bob Phares, ¡Presente!
COMMEMORATING
THE CATONSVILLE 9

ing files and waited for the police to
arrive.
The Nine were:
• Fr. Daniel Berrigan, a Jesuit priest
• Fr. Philip Berrigan, a Josephite
priest (who later left the priesthood)
• Br. David Darst, a De La Salle
Christian Brother
• John Hogan
• Tom Lewis
• Marjorie Bradford Melville
• Thomas Melville, a former Maryknoll priest
• George Mische
• Mary Moylan
WE ARE WAR

Longtime activist, attorney and
Federal Judge Bob Phares, a great
friend to many Catholic Workers and
the SOA Watch Campaign, joined the
glorious Heavenly Cloud of Witnesses on May 21. Love and prayers
go out to Bob’s wife, Gail, and the

Fifty years ago on May 17, 1968,
in the small town of Catonsville,
Maryland, nine Catholic Worker and
anti-war activists made history, and
inspired a wave of popular resistance
for their stance against the Vietnam
War as they used homemade napalm
to torch a pile of 378 draft records
they had seized from the local Selective Service Office.
“Our apologies, good friends,
for the fracture of good order, the
burning of paper instead of children,
the angering of the orderlies in the
front parlor of the charnel house,”
declared Fr. Daniel Berrigan, SJ,
as he explained the group’s action.
“We could not, so help us God, do
otherwise.”
Despite knowing they would be
arrested and likely imprisoned, the
group did not flee the scene, but
stayed as they prayed over the burn-

War is what the U.S.A. is about.
Violence, death, and destruction is
our greatest export. It is the god we
worship and serve, and what we are
willing to sacrifice everything for. A
short list of spending:
$700 Billion for the military in 2017.
6800 U.S. troops killed since 2001.
(Tens of thousands of non-combatants killed during the same period.)
$5.6 Trillion for war since 2001 $250,000,000 each day.
$46,000,000 per day for veterans
benefits of Terror War.
The U.S.A. has been in continuous
war since WWII—either directly or
by proxy.
—National War Tax Resistance
Coordinating Committee

spent several days with us at Hennacy House and we hope they come
back soon.
On April 12, we celebrated Catherine Morris on her birthday with
fine wine, cheese, mariachi music
(complements of our house guest,
Maria Lopez), and special guest,
Paul Engler, who led our Culture Critique and educated us on his wonderful work at the Center for the Working
Poor, a Catholic Worker community
also located here in Los Angeles.
Later that weekend we bid a bittersweet farewell to our very beloved
Jesse and Martha Lewis, who
celebrated their well-deserved retirement at Catch 21 Seafood Restaurant, complete with live music, and
well-attended by some of the many
people who love them. We wish them
many peaceful, joyful years of rest,
and are ever thankful for their many
years of service with the community.
Our faithful volunteer, Bobby,
and his husband, Daryl, hosted us
at a garden party in their beautiful
home. We enjoyed their lush, verdant
garden, and socialized in their lovely
home, which was full of artwork
that the couple has collected over
the years. Many members of our
community agree that we would be
more than happy to housesit anytime
Bobby and Daryl are away.
We also were happy to attend
the book launch for our long-time
friend Heather King, who recently
published a cookbook/memoir,
Famished!, which includes community member Jeff Dietrich’s famous
bread-pudding recipe.
We celebrated another launch of
sorts at the baptism of former community members Tina Delany and
Paul McCudden’s, granddaughter,
Daniela. The service was held at our
local parish, Dolores Mission

Church, and the only people prouder
than us were Daniela’s parents, Chris
and Adi.
Finally, we celebrated community
member Mike Wisniewski’s birthday on May 2. We are grateful to
have spent another year with him and
hope to have many more with him.
These past few months also saw
many guests visit us at Hennacy
House. Community member Maria
Teresa Kamel was visited by both
her friend Karina Duran, and later
by her sister, Sophia, both of whom
were friendly and hard-working
additions to our kitchen staff. We
were also briefly visited by George
Metzger, who stopped by while on
pilgrimage to various Catholic Worker communities across the country.
Regular Wednesday liturgy attendee,
Catherine Osborne, from LMU,
spent a week with us and gifted us
with her calm presence and eagerness to help at our kitchen.
We were also happy to have both
of community member Megan
Ramsey’s parents visit us. Her mom,
Catherine Hartrich, shared her
cheerful spirit at the kitchen in April
while on Spring Break, and her dad,
Bill Ramsey, helped us with our vital
onion serving operation before attending the National War Tax Resistance
gathering, which took place this year
in L.A. We were also happy to host
a few other folks involved in the National War Tax Resistance gathering,
who also invited us to their sessions.
Other visitors to our home and
kitchen have included our community member Kaleb Havens’, siblings,
Zach and Kendra, who not only
helped at our kitchen, but also took
over housekeeping duties for a day,
cooking us better food than we have
had in months and leaving our bathrooms cleaner than we deserve.

Our end-of-the month visitors also
included social worker David Harris, from Philadelphia, and Carina
Louis Julia, originally from San
Diego but currently a journalism
student in Boulder, Colorado. We are
flattered that they find our community interesting enough to visit.
In addition to the aforementioned
wonderful help at our house and
kitchen, we are very grateful to have
regular groups of students from St.
Paul High School join our operation
on Tuesdays, led by none other than
our favorite hipster, Bobby Alvarez,
and on Thursdays students from St.
John Bosco High School. We hope
their time at our kitchen has been as
fruitful and rewarding for them as it
has been for us.
Our Friday Footcare and monthly
Herbalism Clinics have been generously aided by St. John Eudes
Church in Chatsworth, and by our
fantastic gopher, Ramon, who is also
our faithful Tuesday vegetable washer.
Some members of our community
have begun to serve oatmeal on
Wednesday mornings in front of the
Refresh Spot, which used to provide
restrooms and showers to Skid Row
residents, but which has been inexplicably closed for several weeks for
remodeling.
As the month of May comes to a
close, we find ourselves settling into
our regular routine once again while
preparing for another busy summer.
We hope that our upcoming Summer
Internship Program will be a fruitful
time for our interns, and that their
generosity and enthusiasm may inspire us as we try to share our vision
with them. Please continue to pray
for our community and work, both in
our house and on Skid Row.

BOB PHARES: 1943 – 2018 R.I.P.

On The Line is compiled and
edited by Mike Wisniewski.

House Journal is written by
Maria Teresa Kamel.
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NOTICE:

Hospitality Kitchen (aka Hippie Kitchen) will be closed on Saturday,
June 23, for a necessary planning meeting to discern the LACW’s future
direction. We will be back on our regular schedule on Tuesday, June 26.

+ SPECIAL NEEDS +

New men’s white crew socks—extra large, large, and medium sizes.
Although we have received some, we still need CANES!
However, they can be in any condition.
Please send or bring these items to Hennacy House.
Thank you. Many blessings.

SHARE YOUR EXCESS BACKYARD FRUIT

If you have fruit trees on your property and have excess fruit,
our kitchen guests would certainly enjoy whatever you will not use.
Please consider donating it. Thank you.

Famished is a memoir about the sacredness of food as
communion, complete with recipes and color photographs.
Heather King, author, Arts and Cultural editor for the Angelus
Magazine (formerly The Tidings), is a great friend of the LACW.
She has written a new book published by my publishers, The
Marymount Institute Press and TSEHAI Publishers. —JD

$24...*

*25% of book sales made before July 1st
will support the LA Catholic Worker
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SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:
LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org
1. Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
(323) 267-8789
2. Hospitality Kitchen (aka Hippie Kitchen)
821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
(213) 614-9615

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728 http://lvcw.org
ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304 http://occatholicworker.org
SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420
HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364
KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706
http://catholicworkerhospitalityhouse.org
BEATITUDE HOUSE
267 Campodonico Ave., Guadalupe, CA 93434-1501
(805) 343-6322 www.facebook.com/beatitudehouse
ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410 http://sbcw.org lizaOSB@aol.com
CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER
Ocampo #2 Hostotipaquillo, Jalisco Mexico C.P. 46440
http://casacolibricw.com
011-52 - 386-744-5063 - jmhe76@gmail.com
AMANI HOUSE - NAIROBI, KENYA, AFRICA
mdavidomondi@gmail.com

