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CHAINED
FOR 

JUSTICE

ABOLISH THE POLICE p.4

LENTEN FAST FOR THE

HOMELESS

Kaleb has chained himself to a vacant building that could 
immediately house homeless people.  He is fasting on Skid Row 
in the midst of a large homeless encampment, starving himself 

to tug at the consciences of public officials to do something about 
the more than 60,000 homeless people in Los Angeles County.
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I HAVE FELT MORE HOPE THAN PAIN AND FEAR

WAVES OF DIRT NEVER STOP BLASTING OUT FROM UNDER PASSING TRAFFIC

46 DAY
FAST 

STARVING
FOR JUSTICE

By going without shelter and food for 46 days, I am bearing witness to their 
suffering and sharing a small piece of their struggle so that I can turn 

around and share what I have learned with you, my community.

By the time that you receive this issue of the Agitator, L.A. Catholic Worker Kaleb Havens will have com-
pleted his 46-day Lenten fast.  Kaleb has chained himself to a vacant building that could immediately 
house homeless people.  He is fasting on Skid Row in the midst of a large homeless encampment, starving 
himself to tug at the consciences of public officials to do something about the more than 60,000 homeless 
people in Los Angeles County.  Already he has received local, national, and international attention that has 
brought a visit from the local councilperson and a phone call and promise of a visit from the mayor. 

By KALEB HAVENS

M
y neighbors are bike smiths, snack vendors, artists, and custom clothing designers.  That their businesses 
are run out of tents on Skid Row blinds many to the unique nature of this neighborhood’s economy.  By 
going without shelter and food for 46 days, I am bearing witness to their suffering and sharing a small 
piece of their struggle so that I can turn around and share what I have learned with you, my community.

   I have learned that the waves of dirt never stop blasting out from under passing traffic, aging your body and your 
possessions rapidly.  I have learned that the streetlights’ harsh blue buzz and car alarm screams are enough to drive 
the sanest person and the most together to self-medicate.  I have handed tissues to guests retching and drooling in the 
throes of withdrawal and I have seen private business interests use the police as their personal army to drag away my 
neighbors.
   I have also seen a neighborhood that creates beauty under the worst conditions.  I have seen neighbors help one an-
other move, work on hobbies, follow up on doctor and housing appointments.  I have heard more music and laughter 
than fighting.  I have felt more hope and love than pain and fear.  I have no shelter in what the Los Angeles Times calls 
the homeless capital of the western hemisphere, and yet not a single possession in my camp has gone missing in my 
time here.  The sense of community among people who have so much less than most Angelenos is stronger than in any 
other place I have lived in Los Angeles.
   On just one corner of Skid Row, just one person has seen and felt this much.  Imagine what human treasures await 
you underneath bridges and tent flaps around your community.  Invite them out of the shadows, find them a seat at your 
table as if they were Christ himself who asked this of us, and may His blessings be upon you this Easter season.        W   

Kaleb Havens is a Los Angeles Catholic Worker community member.  
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LAMENTING OUR BLINDNESS TOWARDS WHITENESS

LAMENT. REPENT. REPAIR.
AN OPEN LETTER ON RACISM TO THE 
CATHOLIC WORKER MOVEMENT 
The language of the accompanying open letter to the Catholic Worker move-
ment is appropriately strong. It is language that has irked some in the move-
ment. 
   Is the Catholic Worker movement racist? Is the Catholic Worker an institu-
tion? These are serious challenges and questions and they deserve serious 
consideration because racism is serious.
   Racism is militant in our society today and far too often white people have 
downplayed the pervasive and aggressive nature it has on our culture. They 
have accused people of color of making mountains out of mole hills. But rac-
ism does not care whether or not we as individuals think it exists, in fact it 
thrives in such situations of denial. 
   We are all sick from racism. The Bible would call it hardness of heart, eyes 
that do not see and ears that do not hear. It is moral confusion that we as op-
pressors are unable to comprehend.
   Everywhere we look we can find people who insist they are not racist. Some 
may even claim to be the “least racist” person you could meet. Just because 
we say racism is not a big deal or does not affect us as individuals does not 
make such statements true let alone relieve us of the responsibility of challeng-
ing racist systems.
   White people definitely benefit from racism, often despite our best intentions, 
and that necessarily includes the predominately white Catholic Worker move-
ment and its white members and supporters. This fact does not change though 
we may have been good accomplices in the fight against racism here or there, 
now and again. 
   Therefore, while the language of this open letter may be strong, it cannot be 
otherwise. It is impossible for us to overestimate the problem that is oppres-
sion. Liberation is the concern of scripture. Knowing that it may cost us, power, 
prestige, or our lives, let us pray that God—who is love, who brings people out 
of slavery, who is good news for the oppressed, will guide us away from fear 
and the comfort of complacency to a new earth where every tear is dried.        W  

JUST CALL ME
JERZY

The above introduction was written by LACW Theo Kayser

This is a letter for the Catho-
lic Worker movement from 
many of us who gathered for 
the 2017 Midwest Catholic 

Worker Faith & Resistance Retreat. 
It is a letter for the Movement as a 
whole but specifically for the white 
Workers who have come to find 
meaning, value, and hope in our 
communities, our work, our shared 
Aims and Means, and our collective 
tradition. It is a letter about racism.
   Racism is a cultural phenomenon 
that creates institutionalized patterns 
of discrimination against people of 
color so as to consolidate and bestow 
power and privilege to white people. 
Confronting anti-black racism has 
been the focus of the last three Faith 
and Resistance Retreats. It has led to 
many questions: Is there racism in 
the Catholic Worker? What does it 
look like and why is it there? Study, 
activism, conversation, and prayer 
have led the authors of this statement 
to a painful conclusion: The Catho-
lic Worker is a racist institution. It 
is a white-dominated movement 
that, despite its best efforts, often 
perpetuates the culture and systems 
that marginalize and oppress people 
of color. We have come to realize 
that we engage in white supremacist 
practices. Adopting the language 
of critical race theory, we use the 
term white supremacy to name any 
political or socio-economic system 
where white people enjoy a struc-
tural advantage over people of color. 
It is with this in mind, that we reach 
out to you, our fellow Workers. This 
letter is an invitation to join us as 
we ask: How do Catholic Worker 
systems and cultural practices per-
petuate white privilege? How can we 
make amends for our participation? 
How should we move forward? 

Lament and Repent
   If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us; but if we confess our sins, 
God is faithful and just to forgive 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness (1 John 1:8-9).
   We recognize that before we can 
repent and before we can make 
amends, we must name the wrong 
we have committed. We begin with 
our laments.
   We lament our blindness towards 
whiteness. Though we may engage 

in conversations about race and 
racism, we often speak as if “race” 
is something only people of color 
experience, ignoring the impact our 
own “white” identity has had on us. 
Those of us who have committed 
our lives to social justice work often 
believe racism is a problem we have 
“solved” in our personal lives and 
thus fail to explore the experiences 
and realities of whiteness. Without 
seeing whiteness, we ignore our con-
tinued complicity and participation 
in racism. Thus, we refuse to come 
to terms with the power, privilege, 
and wealth racism bestows on white 
people (a part of white supremacy), 
absolving ourselves of a crucial com-
ponent of racial justice work.
   We lament our failure to recog-
nize and confront racism’s systemic 
nature. Racism is a hate infused into 
every single institution, perpetrated 
on the structural level and not just 
by an individual or group. We have 
failed to expose how white suprem-
acy utilizes legislative policies, cul-
tural norms and perceptions, social 
dynamics, and systemic violence to 
prioritize white interests and perpetu-
ate white reality. While we may be 
able to identify the explicit manifes-
tations of racism, we often miss its 
subtle, implicit forms. 
   Similarly, we lament that we have 
failed to recognize the ways we per-
petuate many of these same sins: in 
the dynamics of our communities, in 
our workspaces, in our deference to 
white donors, and in our often-absent

Continued on page 3

Book Review:
JUST CALL ME JERZY:
Popiełuszko in the United States and 
Canada
By Judith Kelly
fxBear Publishing
2016 – 250 pages - $10

Reviewed by MIKE WISNIEWSKI

I first met the author, Judith Kelly, 
in 2002, when we both crossed 
the line and were arrested at Fort 
Benning, GA in protest against 

the U.S. Army School of the Ameri-
cas (SOA), which trains Latin Amer-
ican military and police in counterin-
surgency techniques. Graduates were 
responsible for the disappearance, 
torture, and brutal murders of tens of 
thousands of Salvadorans, including 
Catholic Archbishop Oscar Romero. 
   Prior to our trial, Judith and I be-
gan conversing about our heritage—
both of us being of Polish descent—
and at one point she had asked 
me if I knew of Jerzy Popiełuszko 
(pronounced YEH-zheh Poh-pyeh-
WOOSH-koh), a Catholic priest in 
Poland who was a national hero, 
a prophetic voice during Solidar-
ity movement’s (SolidarnoŚć) 1989 
nonviolent revolution against the 
communist government. 
   Fr. Jerzy is sometimes compared 
to Archbishop Oscar Romero be-
cause they both clearly and publicly 
spoke out against their government’s 
violence, repression, and oppression 
against their own people, and continu-
ously reminded and encouraged the 
people to remain gospel-centered and 
nonviolent in their struggle. They both 
paid the ultimate price—martyrdom 
for their faith—and now both are in the 
canonization process for sainthood.
   Until that moment, like most 
people in the U.S., I had absolutely 
no knowledge of Jerzy. Judith shared 
a few stories about him and informed 
me that, because of her fascination 
and admiration of this champion of 
nonviolence, she was writing a book 
about Fr. Jerzy, and had been travel-
ing to Poland and the Northeastern 
part of the U.S. and Canada doing 
research, talking with his relatives 
and friends, and promised to send me 
the book upon publication.  
   Just Call Me Jerzy is written in two 
parts: The first part is an overview 
of Fr. Jerzy’s life, from childhood to 
his abduction, torture, and murder on 
October 19, 1984, at age 37, by gov-
ernment secret agents, along with his 
involvement with Solidarity, which 
made him a target for assassination 
because of his outspokenness and 
dedication to justice and peace. 

   The second part covers Fr. Jerzy’s 
four visits to the U.S. and one to 
Canada, from 1974–1981, including 
photos taken with relatives and a 
longtime friend with whom he was 
ordained.
   Kelly writes with deep passion 
as she explains in detail about Fr. 
Jerzy’s life, both in Poland and visit-
ing relatives in North America. 
   As Kelly describes, “Between 
February 1982 and October 1984, 
Jerzy’s Masses for the Country—
celebrated on the last Sunday of 
the month at 7pm (under martial 
law)—brought thousands to his par-
ish at St. Stanislaw Kostka, in the 
Zoliborz district of Warsaw. While 
so many leaders were in prison 
and internment camps, committed 
clergy like Jerzy kept the ideals of 
SolidarnoŚć alive. By telling the truth 
in a system built on lies and by offer-
ing hope through prayer to all those 
who were affected, Jerzy became a 
leading voice in Warsaw, and then 
throughout the country and beyond.” 
(Millions listened to underground 
rebroadcasts or read reprints of his 
inspiring homilies.)
  Kelly further states, “In faith, hope, 
and trust, he believed that all suffer-
ing and sacrifice offered up to God 
would surely produce—as he often 
said—‘good fruit.’ He is especially 
remembered for his emphasis on 
Roman’s 12:21: ‘Be not overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good.’”
   I am personally grateful for Judith 
taking the time to tell me about 
Jerzy, and spending many years 
researching and writing this book.  
Her book is one of the few written 
in English that details the life of this 
prophetic, inspirational, amazing, 
good and faithful servant. It is well 
worth the time to read.
  As she writes: “May all who work 
to bring about a lasting social change 
through nonviolence—grounded in 
the bedrock values of truth, justice, 
and peace—find encouragement and 
inspiration from Jerzy to produce 
their own ‘good fruit.’ I believe his 
words and courageous actions model 
what we are all called to be: peace-
makers who turn away from violence 
and seek another way. Nonviolence 
nurtures love, tolerance, and recon-
ciliation while continuing to main-
tain a steadfast resistance to evil. 
Jerzy did that right to the end.”
  Two final notes, April 23 is Jerzy’s 
name day (a day of the year that is 
associated with one’s given name or 
one’s feast day). Also, a companion 
volume on Fr. Jerzy’s influence on 
Kelly’s journey as a nonviolent activ-
ist is forthcoming. 
   To order Just Call Me Jerzy visit: 
justcallmejerzy.com                       W

Mike Wisniewski is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member.                      

systems of accountability to those we 
profess to be laboring for.

We repent that:

   The Catholic Worker movement is 
not generally accessible or appeal-
ing to people of color. We know this 
because there are only a handful of 
non-white Catholic Workers.
   Communities of color have been 
ignored, undermined, and under-
valued in the Catholic Worker 
movement, particularly since the 
beginning of World War II, when 
pacifism became a greater focus for 
the movement. We give lip service 
to the truth that the Movement needs 
more racial diversity, but this is often 
done without honoring the voices 
and aspirations of people of color 
in the Catholic Worker movement. 
By doing this, we exclude their 
valuable contributions (present and 
future), we fail to learn from their 
perspectives, and we leave members 
of our community unsupported and 
undervalued. 
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IT BEGAN WITH CUTS TO HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

U.S. CAPITAL OF HOMELESSNESS
LOS ANGELES

The 34,000 homeless people currently living on the streets of Los Angeles did not appear 
overnight. This awful predicament that we are in has been brewing for approximately 40 years.

By SUSAN DIETRICH

Homelessness in Los 
Angeles has risen every 
year since 2013—over 
the last five years it has 

increased by 49%. (Los Angeles 
Times 2/26/18).  In the last six years, 
rent for a studio apartment in L.A. 
has increased by 92% but General 
Relief is only $221 a month, and 
wages are stagnant.  Additionally, 
there is a shortage of Section 8 
vouchers (a HUD program that pays 
70% of a low income person’s rent).  
And California has a severe housing 
shortage.  “For decades Southern 
California has been stuck in a low-
density, single-family, not-in-my-
backyard mindset and has failed to 
build enough housing to keep up 
with the population growth” (Los 
Angeles Times 2/26/18).
   The National Alliance to End 
Homelessness predicted that the 
proposed cuts to the HUD budget of 
2017 would result in approximately 
25,000 more people becoming home-
less throughout the country. About 
6,000 additional people have ended 
up living on the streets in Los Ange-
les this year, so I would say their 
prediction was very accurate.
   The 34,000 homeless people cur-
rently living on the streets of Los An-
geles did not appear overnight.  This 
awful predicament that we are in has 
been brewing for approximately 40 
years.  It is not the fault of the home-
less, but rather the fault of unbridled 
capitalism at its best.  It is the fault 
of the greedy rich who control our 
government and create tax codes that 
make them ever richer while the poor 
and vulnerable get less and eventu-
ally end up with nothing, not even a 
roof over their heads.  
   You see tent cities not only on Skid 
Row, but all over from the Valleys 
to the Beach cities.  “County public 
health officials identified 222 home-
less encampments—50 of them have 
30 or more people living in them” 
(Los Angeles Times 2/1/18).
   As stated, this problem did not oc-
cur overnight. It began with the deep 
cuts in the Housing and Urban De-
velopment’s (HUD) budget begin-
ning in 1978. From 1978 to 1983 the 
HUD budget authority shrank from 
$83 billion to $18 (in 2001 constant 
dollars) (WRAP–Western Regional

Advocacy Project). I did not major 
in economics, but it seems to me that 
such severe cuts would have enormous 
consequences for the poor and vulner-
able.  It is no coincidence that the 
Emergency Food and Shelter Program 
was created in 1983 in the wake of 
these cuts to deal with the rise in 
homelessness.
   Fifty years ago, Congress passed 
the Housing Act of 1968 and com-
mitted to building 600,000 units of 
low-income housing a year.  But by 
1981, after much budget slashing, 
they reduced that number to 10,000.   
(WRAP). If you cut the budget by 
$65 billion you cannot keep up with 
the number of affordable housing 
units that need to be built. And that is 
the main reason 34,000 people have 
ended up on the streets in Los Ange-
les: the lack of affordable housing. 
   From 1995 to 2011:  During this 
time 290,588 existing units of public 
housing and 360,000 Section 8 units 
were lost, with another 7,000 ap-
proved for demolition in 2012. And 
from 1996 to 2011: HUD funding for 
new public housing units, the safety 
net for the poorest among us, was 
zero. (WRAP)
   Most people are homeless because 
they cannot afford housing, and that 
happened because HUD, the agency 
that is supposed to provide housing 
(and to make sure everyone has ac-
cess to “fair and equal” housing) has 
failed to do so.
   HUD stopped building new low 
income housing in 1996.  I believe 
that the reason HUD’s budget consis-
tently gets cut is because it is viewed

as a subsidy for the poor that the fed-
eral government is no longer willing 
to pay for.  However, tax expendi-
tures, such as the mortgage interest 
deduction, cost the U.S. Treasury 
as well.  In fact, between 1976 and 
2001 revenue losses from housing 
related tax expenditures increased by 
$91.7 billion while the HUD budget 
for housing assistance was cut by 
$25.9 billion (National Low Income 
Housing Coalition).  Hence the 
government will pay for much more 
expensive programs for homeowners 
without endless debates because “it 
is viewed as good for the Economy,” 
and because it benefits wealthy 
people (Paul Boden, “Community 
Connections”). On the other hand, 
the much smaller renter housing 
assistance program has a Byzantine 
screening process, has thousands 
and thousands of households on its 
waiting list, is hotly debated each 
year and is consistently cut as part 
of the Federal Budget process (Paul 
Boden,  “Community Connection”).   
Poor people get “subsidies,” which 
are considered charity; rich people 
get tax breaks, which are viewed as 
“good for the economy.” Yet both 
programs cost the Treasury.   
   These deep cuts to HUD’s budget 
began during the 1980’s and the 
Reagan Administration justified them 
through “Trickle Down Economics,” 
an economic theory that advocates 
reducing taxes on businesses and 
the wealthy in society as a means to 
stimulate business investment in the 
the short term and benefit society at

large in the long term.  The term 
“Trickle Down” originated as a joke 
by humorist Will Rogers, but today 
is often used to describe economic 
policies that favor the wealthy while 
being framed as good for the average 
citizen.  But nothing has trickled 
down, all that has happened since the 
80s was that the rich got richer and 
the poor got poorer.
   Warren Buffet agrees when he 
points to the Forbes 400, which lists 
the wealthiest Americans.  “Between 
the first computation in 1982 and 
today, the wealth of the 400 in-
creased 29 fold—from $93 billion to 
$2.7 trillion—while many millions 
of hard-working citizens remained 
stuck on an economic treadmill.  
During this period, the tsunami 
of wealth did not trickle down.  It 
surged upward” (CNBC 1/24/18).
   So, the question becomes: What 
can we do about our homeless sisters 
and brothers in Los Angeles? The 
problem is shameful, scandalous, and 
overwhelming, but we cannot afford 
to do nothing.  Until we recognize 
that housing is indeed a human right 
and enact policies and budget alloca-
tions that reflect that right (WRAP) 
we will not be able to create the nec-
essary housing, and in fact we will 
end up with even more folks living 
on our streets.  We already know the 
answer: build more affordable, sup-
portive housing until all are housed.  
However, restrictive zoning laws, 
anti-development sentiment, and 
loud NIMBY’s have been thwart-
ing the process. We must insist (as 
suggested by the Los Angeles Times 
Editorial Board. 2/25/18) that Mayor 
Garcetti and our City Councilper-
sons, who have control over land 
use polices, lead rather than be lead 
by a vocal minority who object to 
any housing for homeless people in 
their neighborhoods. We need to turn 
empty buildings into housing, and 
until that happens impose a vacancy 
tax on them to fund affordable, sup-
portive housing for those living on 
the streets.  We must act like housing 
is a human right and stop thinking of
housing assistance programs, like
Section 8, as charity, but rather as a
necessity to protect people from be-
coming homeless in the first place.   W

Susan Dietrich is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member.  

LAMENT, cont’d from p.2

   We often fail to examine our
community decision-making struc-
tures, our finances, and our social 
interactions for patterns of white 
supremacy.                           
   We often unquestionably prioritize 
our ideological purity, interpreted 
from our own personal understand-
ing of scripture. This can manifest 
itself in an unwillingness to fully 
support the visions of grassroots 
communities of color in fighting for 
their own liberation.                                                    
   Even with so many white workers 
in the Movement, few communities 
have prioritized the responsibility of 
engaging other white folk to address 
white supremacy.

Repair
   More than simply recognizing and 
describing this truth, we desire to ar-
ticulate a way forward. All acts that 
sever our relationships with God and 

each other must be atoned for and 
made right. We desire to make 
amends to those who have been 
harmed by racism in the Catholic 
Worker, and we desire to dismantle 
racism in the Catholic Worker. In 
making suggestions for how to 
move forward, we do not mean to 
ignore the racial justice work that 
many Catholic Workers are already 
engaged in; in fact, many of the 
suggestions are drawn from work 
that Catholic Workers have already 
begun. We would like to expand the 
conversation, however, so that we 
can better support one another in 
strong and courageous action.
   Let us first consider expanding the 
Aims and Means to reflect our strong 
commitment to anti-racism work. Let 
us also keep racism a part of our con-
versations, round tables, workshops, 
and retreats. We aim to utilize the 
resources that exist in the Catholic 
Worker community to facilitate dis- 

cussion, reflection, and action that 
supports anti-racism work. 
   Second, let us remember that being 
an anti-racist movement is not simply 
a label we can claim for ourselves. 
It is a way of being in the world that 
affects our work and our relation-
ships. Being an “anti-racist” com-
munity and institution is impossible 
without true accountability. As a 
predominantly white movement, we 
need to center the voices and visions 
of communities of color who are 
targeted and directly impacted by our 
unjust systems. It is essential that we 
follow their lead and support them in 
the ways that they ask us. Our goal 
is not to recruit people of color to the 
Catholic Worker. But we recognize 
that the Catholic Worker will be a 
more just and diverse movement if 
we support black and brown strug-
gles and actively work to dismantle 
white supremacy in our communities. Continued on page 6

   Third, let us honestly examine the 
complex dynamics of a white Catho-
lic Worker house operating in a pre-
dominately black neighborhood. Are 
we taking resources from the local 
community? Are we contributing to 
gentrification? Do we see ourselves 
as saviors among the less fortunate? 
In what ways can we step back and 
let the neighbors lead us? 
    Fourth, our access to resources 
and power indicate less that our 
work is righteous and more that we 
live in a world where other white 
people like to invest their wealth in 
white-led organizations. Let us come 
to terms with the fact that the ac-
cumulated wealth and income of our 
white donors is inextricably linked to 
the system of white supremacy that 
has extracted wealth from the stolen 
labor of people of color (many of 
whom we serve daily). We can create
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ABOLISH THE POLICE

THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE POLICE
CHALLENGING

The first property they protected, preserved, and controlled were slaves.  Their first role was to capture runaway Africans and return them to their slavers, return them to bondage.

By MATT HARPER

Abolish the police.

   Notice your reaction:  
Laughter? Anger? Fear?  
Where is that coming 
from:  An experience? A 

belief? A memory?
   Dominant U.S. culture has so 
engrained our acceptance of and 
perceived reliance on police that to 
most it seems like absurd foolishness 
to challenge their existence.  Watch-
ing Detectives Benson and Stabler 
on Law and Order: SVU taught me 
to see things only from police lenses, 
to tolerate their (ab)use of power, 
and accept their unaccountability.  I 
came to believe this not only because 
I never heard a counter narrative but 
also because to question it held po-
tentially frightening consequences:  
what if safety and security were not 
the ultimate goals of policing?
   Now I choose to believe that those 
who accept policing in the U.S. do 
not do it because they believe tickets, 
arrests, and cages heal people or 
make our society “safe.”  We, espe-
cially those of us who have class and 
race privilege, struggle to imagine a 
better alternative or fear any transi-
tion from our current system to the 
unknown one.  So we tolerate what 
we have, as imperfect as many of us 
admit it is.
   For just a few minutes, though, I 
ask you to suspend your socializa-
tions and fears to honestly explore 
policing.  I appreciate and am well 
aware of the gravity of the proposal I 
am making.  That said, I honestly be-
lieve that if we truly care about safe 
and secure communities, if we care 
about authentic justice, then we have

no choice but to advocate for the 
abolition of police and the invest-
ment of policing resources into 
communities and alternate systems 
of accountability, safety, healing, and 
support.  I hope the following reflec-
tion (aided by insights from Choke-
hold by Paul Butler, Our Enemies 
in Blue by Kristian Williams, Nana 
Gyamfi of Justice Warriors 4 Black 
Lives, and Hamid Khan of Stop 
LAPD Spying) offers an argument 
worth considering.
   The police, from their inception, 
were designed to serve three func-
tions.  First, they “physically defend 
the possessions of” wealthy, white 
men (Wilfred Max-Neef). The first 
property they protected, preserved, 
and controlled were slaves.  Their 
first role was to capture runaway 
Africans and return them to their 
slavers, return them to bondage 
(Gyamfi).  In 2011, homeless squat-
ters took over an abandoned Kaiser 
Permanente building and were 
arrested in protection of the vacant 
building (NBC).
   But more than just physically de-
fending tangible possessions, they 
aggressively protect business inter-
ests and wealth.  After the abolition 
of chattel slavery, law enforcement 
policed black communities and 
arrested former slaves for qual-
ity of life crimes like loitering and 
vagrancy.  Because slavery was (and 
is) legal in prison, plantation owners 
paid the state for unpaid Black labor 
(convict leasing).  More recently, 
the Los Angeles Police Department 
(LAPD) has increased policing in 
low-income communities of color, 
using gang injunctions—which re-
strict the movement, clothing, and

relationships of these ommunities—
not in areas with the highest crime, 
but in gentrifying neighborhoods 
(Youth Justice Coalition and UCLA).  
This displaces communities of color, 
increases property value, and encour-
ages neighborhood development and 
resettlement by wealthier, whiter 
communities.
   Finally, police enforce and defend 
“the racist status quo” (Williams).  
Convict leasing gave way to po-
lice supported lynching, Jim Crow 
segregation, and resistance to civil 
rights.  This gave way to the racially 
motivated and biased “stop and 
frisk,” Broken Windows policing, 
and mass incarceration, among other 
things.  Years after the war on drugs 
had begun, White House counsel to 
President Nixon, John Ehrlichman, 
admitted, “We understood we could 
not make it illegal to be young or 
poor or black in the United States, 
but we could criminalize their com-
mon pleasure.  We understood that 
drugs were not the health problem 
we were making them out to be…we

couldn’t resist it.”  As time passes, 
laws and demographics change but 
the impacts do not:  “Whenever a 
harsh new criminal justice policy 
is implemented, researchers and 
activists predict that the practice will 
have an adverse impact on African 
Americans [and Latinos/as].  Then 
that prediction comes true.  Then the 
practice is continued, in spite of this 
problem” (Butler).
   While all aspects of U.S. society 
have followed racist trajectories, “the 
involvement of police is different” 
(Williams).  Law enforcement is 

given the state’s authority to murder, 
electrocute, surveil, and offer sworn 
testimony.  While this has attracted 
white supremacists—former Los 
Angeles under sheriff Paul Tanaka 
and the Vikings (neo-Nazi deputies 
in L.A.)—overtly “racist cops are not 
the main problem.  Rather, “the cri-
sis…stems from police work itself”  
(Williams; Butler).  Police violence 
is inevitable due to “the organiza-
tion’s official policies, its identified 
priorities, the training it offers its 
personnel, its allocation of resources, 
and its system of promotions, awards,

and other incentives” (Williams).
   Many justify policing, believing it 
keeps us safe.  However, U.S. police 
forces almost never stop or solve vio-
lent crime.  Previous research shows 
that “less than 5% of all calls dis-
patched to police are made quickly 
enough…to stop a crime or arrest a 
suspect” (Foundation for Economic 
Education).  What police can do 
is file a report.  However, in 2015, 
54% of violent crimes (and 81% of 
property crimes) were never solved 
(PEW).  This is all compounded by 
the Supreme Court ruling that “when 

you call the police, they do not have 
to come…they can leave…they do not 
have to interview any witnesses…[or] 
pursue your case” (Gyamfi).  So what 
do police do?  Roughly 90% of police 
time is spent “dealing with infractions 
of various administrative codes and 
regulations”  (David Grawber).
   More than simply failing to keep 
communities safe, the police are 
given so much discretion that it has 
become carte blanche impunity for 
violence.  No LAPD or L.A. Sheriffs 
Department (LASD) officer has been 
charged with murder in almost two 
decades, despite the hundreds of offi-
cer involved murders since then.   
   Given that a disproportionate num-
ber of these murders are of people 
of color, it is clear that police shoot-
ings reflect structural racism (Boston 
University’s School of Public Health).  
Former L.A. County District Attor-
ney Steve Cooley admits, “the law 
provides huge cover for the police” in 
ways that are “awful but lawful.”
   Not only does the justice system 
refuse to hold police accountable but 
most police refuse to hold each other 
accountable as well.  Sixty-one per-
cent of officers interviewed admitted 
they do not always report even serious 
criminal violations that involve abuse 
by fellow officers (National Insti-
tute for Justice).  And when officers 
attempt to hold these “bad apples” 
accountable, they often face retalia-
tion—denied vacations, overtime, and 
promotions—and increased harass-
ment (NBC; New York Times).  This 
feeds the Blue Wall of Silence.
   And what does accountability mean 
when LAPD are not disciplined for 
deleting private cell phone videos or 

tampering with department record-
ing equipment?  How can we believe 
in accountability when roughly 300 
Los Angeles County Sheriff depu-
ties (from jail liaisons to captains) 
named on the Brady List for grave 
misconduct are not fired?  How can 
we trust accountability is valued 
when prosecutors are not able to see 
this list, despite those officers touch-
ing (and potentially tainting) 62,000 
felony cases?
   Powerful police unions protect 
officers who do lie in court (“testify-
ing”) and those whose violence is 
condemned by police chiefs, mayors, 
and district attorneys.  They help 
set public policy and obstruct and 
prevent discipline against individual 
officers (Williams).  This protects 
officers from criminal charges but 
civil litigation has a lower burden of 
proof.  Because of this, the city and 
its taxpayers bear the financial bur-
den for police violence.  Hundreds 
of millions of dollars are spent each 
year on settlements and lawsuits 
(Williams).  These expenses are 
so inevitable that many small and 
medium-sized departments take out 
insurance policies while many big 
cities simply factor it into their total 
budgets (Butler).  
   In addition to stripping money 
from social services and taxpayers, 
police continue to strip low-income 
communities of color of their re-
sources.  Between 2012-2016, Black 
and Brown people in Los Angeles 
who got bail before arraignments 
provided $132 million in non-refund-
able bail bond deposits to private bail 
bond companies.
   This problem is compounded when 
we realize police continue to serve as 
the conduit for huge corporate profit.  
Axon offers free body cameras to 
police departments because “the 
company earns more revenue in the 
long run from managing the sub-
stantial quantities of data collected 
by cameras than from the hardware 
itself” (Hamid Khan, USA Today).  
And that footage which police say 
will increase departmental account-
ability is instead used by prosecutors 
to criminalize citizens (NPR).
   But more than simply being a tool 
for corporate profit, the state’s moni-
toring continues a legacy of surveil-
lance and criminalization of people 
of color (Hamid Khan).  During 
slave days, lantern laws required

Continued on page 6
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LAMENT, cont’d from p.3

RACISM IS MILITANT

our own Jubilee by tithing money 
to support communities of color 
in their self-determined pursuits. 
Maintaining control over how the 
money is spent and to which of our 
programs (or other Catholic Worker 
communities) it is allocated is not 
being a good steward; it is perpetu-
ating privilege.
    Finally, more than just giving of 
our financial resources, we have the 
chance to utilize all our resources 
and assets to support grassroots 
organizations of color. The land and 
properties we rent and own – which 
exist on land stolen from Native 
Americans—can be used to provide 
spaces for these organizations. We 
can learn the visions of people of 
color so as to be accountable to 
those visions for liberation; assum-
ing we can lead people of color to 
racial freedom is another expression 
of white supremacy. In a world that 
constantly assaults the bodies of 
people of color, we can volunteer our 
bodies to stand where they are needed 
in local struggles for racial justice. 
   And so we, white Catholic Work-
ers, have the chance to ask our-
selves: Are we willing to commit 
our lives and our communities to 
the work of healing from a culture 
of racism? Are we willing to priori-
tize this work, knowing that racism 
is at the root of many injustices? 
Will we struggle to hold each other, 
our community members, and Move-
ment family accountable to this 
goal? And though we may never feel 
perfectly ready to begin this, let us 
not forget that fear of imperfection is 
a tool of white supremacy. May God 
grant us the strength to continue this 
lifelong work of building the new 
in the shell of the old as we journey 
towards liberation together.             W
 
In love and resistance,

The Midwest Catholic Worker Faith 
and Resistance Gathering 2017

HARPER, cont’d from p.5

unaccompanied slaves to travel 
with a lantern to maintain visibility 
and to identify oneself as a suspect 
(Simone Browne).  Today, surveil-
lance footage is being paired with 
Artificial Intelligence and secretive 
predictive algorithms to discrimi-
nately forecast future criminal 
activities.  As “reasonable suspi-
cion” has eroded into “articulable 
concern,” one does not even have to 
break the law to become suspicious, 
traced, tracked, monitored, and 
criminalized (Hamid Khan).
   “History shows no examples of 
the powerful voluntarily relinquish-
ing their power to the powerless” 
(Butler).  And even though dissent 
and resistance are the only things 
that have ever feigned progress, they 
have always been criminalized. “Be-
tween 1919 and 1925, the LAPD 
arrested 504 union organizers…on 
charges designed to stifle union ac-
tivity” (Williams).  Police supported 
COINTELPRO’s attempts to target, 
infiltrate, and serve as provocateurs 
in justice movements. Today, these 
tactics are still used, reminding us 
that police actions often mirror the 
interests of overt white supremacist 
organizations more than those fight-
ing for human rights.
   White people (particularly those 
of even moderate wealth) choose to 
value reform because we believe in 
the myth of the progress of policing.  
As critical race theorists identify, 
our system is not a story of “for-
ward progress but rather a cycle of 
reform and retrenchment.”  To think, 
then, that an institution grown from

these roots simply sheds its found-
ing structure to become benign and 
helpful, protecting everyone equal-
ly, is naïve.  No individual inten-
tions, increased training, or diversi-
fication of police departments will 
alter this reality.  “There has never, 
not for one minute in American 
history, been peace between black 
people and the police” (Butler).  
“Therefore, acknowledging that the 
problems are both complex and in-
terrelated should cause advocates to 
understand that piecemeal solutions 
to the…criminal justice crisis are 
more unlikely to be successful” (But-
ler).  Reform will not get us to justice 
and liberation.  And yet white society 
continues to demand that communi-
ties of color return graciously to their 
abusers (Gyamfi).
   “In order to halt this wretched cy-
cle we must not think of reform,—
we must think of transformation,” 
because after all, our present crisis 
results more from legal police con-
duct than illegal police misconduct 
(Butler).  After 314 years of polic-
ing in the United States, despite 
cities now spending roughly $100 
billion a year on law enforcement 
alone, it is time we forfeit our idola-
try to policing.  Our policing system 
is, as theologian Walter Bruggeman 
might say, part of the “presumed, 
taken-for-granted worlds.”  What we 
need then is the “poetic scenarios of 
alternative social reality” which are 
“acts of imagination that offer and 
propose ‘alternative worlds,’” the 
way the Gospels do.
   So, what does transformation look 
like?  Abolition is both the final 
goal and the process.  We can get 
there in an immediate way or by 
taking steps to reduce police power 
and increase restorative community 
power.  Police are tasked with many 
roles:  one is dealing with people 
suffering the complications of men-
tal health issues.  This responsibility 
(and the corresponding portion of 
their budget) should be divested 
from departments and invested into 
mental health teams and supportive 
service centers.  The same should 
be done to invest in youth (educa-
tion, after-school programs), the 
homeless (housing, job training) 
and those suffering addiction (treat-
ment programs).  Finally, further 
divestment from policing should 
support local communities to build

BETTER KNOW A VOLUNTEER
SR. PHYLLIS

   Our beloved Sister Phyllis has 
been volunteering at the Hippie 
Kitchen for eight years. Sister Phyl-
lis is originally from St. Paul, Min-
nesota, and she currently lives at the 
Maryknoll Sister active retirement 
community house in Monrovia. The 
Maryknoll community has been vol-
unteering with the LACW for many 
years now, they started helping out 
at the suggestion of friend and theo-
logian Ched Myers after a work-

Shop for their community.   
   Sister Phyllis spent the first part 
of her career with the Maryknoll sis-
ters working in Nicaragua, Bolivia, 
and El Salvador, teaching and doing 
pastoral work. She then moved to 
Thailand for 10 years, where she did 
pastoral work, lived in a contempla-
tive community and also visited 
regularly with a community of 
women living with HIV. 
   At the kitchen, she enjoys hand-
ing out the sporks and cleaning the 
kitchen carts with our volunteer 
Ken. She credits our longtime vol-
unteer Ted with allowing the sisters 
from her community to volunteer 
regularly through his faithful trans-
portation services. Sister Phyllis 
says that she admires the openness 
of the LACW community, and 
she appreciates the opportunity to 
engage with people from the Skid 
Row community. If she could give 
one message to all of the people in 
Los Angeles, it would be: “Peace, 
peace, peace!”                                W

Better Know A Volunteer is written 
by Sarah Fuller and Theo Kayser.  

alternative structures to resolve 
conflicts that help communities and 
people heal in a restorative way.
   In case clarification is necessary, 
I do not hate police; I hate policing.  
Intent does not matter when the out-
come is state-sanctioned, discrimi-
natory violence that marginalizes 
people of color, destroys whole 
communities, steals opportunities 
for their survival, and traumatizes 
these citizens.  Additionally, I know 
police are not the only problematic 
institution.  The police share blame 
with the prison/jail system, the court 
system, the legislative bodies, and 
ultimately with capitalism as the 
hub of exploitation and oppression.  
And on some level, police are also a 
reflection of us. Though the interests 
of those with power and wealth 
direct laws and enforcement, in 
many ways, society gets the police 
we deserve.  Mainstream culture 
and individual people tolerate and 
accept the brokenness because it re-
flects our own brokenness, because 
we cannot imagine differently, and 
for some of us, because it serves our 
economic or political interest.
   Going even deeper, I know police 
are not the root of our nation’s 
problems. Until the roots—capital-
ism, racism, classism, sexism, and 
abelism—are addressed, a new 
mechanism for controlling low-
income communities of color will 
rise to replace old ones. That said, 
police are, at present, major tools of 
empire, pawns wielded by those in 
power.  They are the buffer for those 
who receive all the benefits and 
have to face none of the conflicts.  
They absorb the righteous indigna-
tion of the people (and they should 
be angry about being pitted against 
a group they have more common 
interests with than those they are 
protecting).  And though I know it 
will be a long road before society 
is structured in an equitable and 
just way, it is impossible for me to 
accept that communities I work with 
and care deeply about are dispropor-
tionately injured by the very entity 
tasked with supporting and protect-
ing them.  We can do better and we 
must do better—since the future, 
families, and lives of so many de-
pend on it.                                       W                               

Matt Harper is a Los Angeles Cath-
olic Worker community member.

STARVATION 
INCREASES
WORLDWIDE

According to the head of the 
U.N. food agency, there 
has been “a staggering 
and stomach-churning 55 

percent increase” in the number of 
acutely hungry people worldwide 
over the past two years, largely due 
to armed conflicts
   “The consequences of conflict and 
climate change are stark: millions of 
more people severely, even desper-
ately, hungry. The fighting must 
stop now and the world must come 
together to avert these crises.”
   Addressing the U.N. Security 
Council by video on Friday, March 
23, World Food Program (WFP) 
executive director David Beasley 
explained that the number of hungry 
people across the globe is rapidly 
growing because “people won’t stop 
shooting at each other.”
   “Wars and conflicts are driving 
hunger in a way we have never seen 
before,” he said.
   The WFP found that the number 
of acutely hungry people—meaning 
they could soon die without food—
rose to 124 million. Beasley pointed 
out that 60 percent of the 815 mil-
lion chronically hungry people—
those who do not know where they 
will get their next meal—live in 
areas experiencing armed conflicts.
   “Conflict leads to food insecurity. 
And food insecurity can also stoke 
instability and tension which trigger 
violence,” he explained. “The link 
between hunger and conflict is as 
strong as it is destructive.”
   Beasley issued a specific warning 
about mounting conflicts in Africa’s 
greater Sahel region, noting, “In the 
five core countries of the Sahel—
Burkina Faso, Chad, Niger, Mali 
and Mauritania—acute malnutrition 
has risen 30 percent in the past five 
years.”
   His address followed the release of 
the WFP’s Global Report on Food 
Crises on Thursday, March 22. 
   The report found that “conflict 
continued to be the main driver of 
acute food insecurity in 18 coun-
tries—15 of them in Africa or the 
Middle East.”
   While conflict “is the primary 
reason for most of the world’s cases 
of acute food insecurity,” an agency 
statement noted that, “climate 
disasters—mainly drought—were 
also major triggers of food crises 
in 23 countries, two-thirds of them 
in Africa.” An estimated 39 million 
people experienced acute food inse-
curity because of the global climate 
crisis.
   “This Global Report on Food Cri-
ses shows the magnitude of today’s 
crises,” he added, “but also shows 
us that if we bring together political 
will and today’s technology, we can 
have a world that’s more peaceful, 
more stable, and where hunger be-
comes a thing of the past.”              W                               

The following article is reprinted 
from commondreams.org

By JESSICA CORBETT

“The consequences of 
conflict and climate 
change are stark: 
millions of more 
people severely, 

even desperately, 
hungry.” 
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HOUSE
JOURNAL
   After another dry winter, March 
brought some much needed rain to 
Southern California. While we know this 
is good news for our Mother Earth, our 
hearts still break knowing so many of our 
sisters and brothers have been left out on 
the streets to weather the elements. 
   Thank you to everyone who contin-
ues to supply us with rain ponchos, 
blankets, socks and everything else 
that makes the lives of our friends liv-
ing outside a little more bearable.
   In preparation for Lent, Ann Boden 
had the community over to her house 
for a Mardi Gras shindig. She provided 
jambalaya and other refreshments 
while entertainment was provided by 
the Hennacy House Pirate Band who 
led the party in sea shanties till our 
voices were gone.
   Our longtime friend Fr. Chris Pon-
net celebrated Ash Wednesday liturgy 
with us again this year, and sadly,

announced that he will be on a five 
month sabbatical beginning April 1. 
   Ash Wednesday also marked the 
beginning of LACW Kaleb Havens 
Lenten fast. Chaining himself to an 
underutilized building one block from 
the Hippie Kitchen for the duration of 
lent, Kaleb hoped to draw attention to 
the lack of affordable housing in Los 
Angeles and the (mis)treatment of 
those living on the street. The housing 
crisis in Los Angeles has gone on 
for far too long and we lament that 
while thousands of people have lived 
and died on the streets of this city 
for decades they go mostly ignored 
by those in power while Kaleb’s 
relatively short stint on the streets 
garnered a visit from Councilman 
Huizar and Mayor Garcetti. Please 
pray that those in power develop eyes 
that see and ears that hear the cries of 
those who go unsheltered in our city, 
county, state, nation, and world.
   Good Friday brings our annual 
Anti-War Stations of the Cross. The 
event this year was organized by 
community members Matt Harper 
and Susan Dietrich. Visiting sites 
like police headquarters, the MDC 
federal jail and other sites of injustice, 
darkness, and death are an important 
reminder that Jesus is crucified again 
and again as long as humans need-
lessly suffer in this world because of 
war and injustice. Thank you to all 
who joined us. 
   The Las Vegas Catholic Worker 
hosted this year’s annual Pacific Life 
Community Faith and Resistance 
Retreat. The PLC is a collective of 
anti-nuclear activists from the western 
and southwestern part of the United 
States who gather each year to learn, 
reflect, and carry out a nonviolent di-
rect action at nuclear and non-nuclear 
weapons contractors in the west. 
   The inflammatory words of our

current regime in Washington lent a 
feeling of particular urgency to this 
year’s gathering. Plowshares activ-
ists Sisters Ardeth Platte and Carol 
Gilbert joined us from the east coast 
to share with us about their work on 
the United Nation’s Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons and 
their hope that it will be ratified by 
the United States. 
   This years PLC gathering also fea-
tured a presentation by the Albuquer-
que, NM based Nuclear Issues Study 
Group and their work resisting the 
environmental destruction that has 
spread across their state with particu-
lar attention being paid to the fact 
that there are poor people of color, 
particularly indigenous folks, who are 
already being killed by our prepara-
tions for nuclear war. 
   The gathering concluded with a 
liturgy and resistance action at the 
Nevada Nuclear Test Site (now offi-
cially referred to as the NNSA—Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administra-
tion) located on land stolen from the 
Western Shoshone where countless 
nuclear tests have been carried out 
over the years. Twenty-eight people 
were briefly detained for trespass-
ing onto government property, cited 
and released including LACWs Ann 
Boden, Micah Wullschleger, and 
Theo Kayser.
   The City of Los Angeles hosted this 
years NBA Allstar Game and in cel-
ebration of the weekend our friends 
at the Los Angeles Community 
Action Network (LA CAN) hosted a 
fabulous meal across the street from 
the Hippie Kitchen at Gladys Park. 
There were chicken wings, chili, 
sliders, fish, and more prepped in our 
kitchen by celebrity chef Charles 
Oakley and other helpers. Micah 
took the lead directing clean up after 
the feast was finished.

   Matt, Sarah, Micah and Theo 
traveled north to visit our friends at 
the Beatitude House in Guadalupe, 
California. Our expressed purpose 
for visiting was to discuss the recent 
Midwest Catholic Workers state-
ment: Lament, Repent, Repair, and 
consider the impact racism has had 
on our Catholic Worker communities 
and on those we serve.  
   The work continues. Besides the 
usual ins and outs of visitors and the 
excitement of agitating against war 
or for toilets there is the “mundane.” 
We still serve tens of thousands of 
meals every month, literally thou-
sands of loaves of bread, thousands of 
gallons of beans and heads of lettuce. 
People come in and out of our lives. 
Some will help us cut onions or butter 
bread once or twice never to be seen 
again and others fall in love (perhaps 
not for the first time) with the Hip-
pie Kitchen and its garden. The cast 
keeps changing but the script remains 
the same. There is still injustice and 
there are still hungry people. 
   When confronted with the reality 
of Skid Row visitors often com-
ment that it is an unforgettable sight, 
something they considered anath-
ema in the United States. It can be 
overwhelming. Our efforts seem so 
small in the face of so much need 
and suffering. We often remember 
the words of our co-founder Dorothy 
Day, “People say, what is the sense 
of our small effort? They cannot see 
that we must lay one brick at a time, 
take one step at a time. A pebble 
cast into a pond causes ripples that 
spread in all directions. Each one of 
our thoughts, words and deeds is like 
that. No one has a right to sit down 
and feel hopeless. There is too much 
work to do.”

IRAQI REFUGEES 

More than 2 million Iraqis have been 
displaced by the war against the 
Islamic State. According to a Febru-
ary, 2018 Reuters report on refugees, 
“Iraqi authorities are forcing thou-
sands of displaced people to return to 
their home areas too soon despite the 
risks….In two of the five camps the aid 
groups collectively oversee, 84 percent 
of displaced Iraqis said they felt safer 
in the camp than in their area of origin. 

RISING INEQUALITY

The ruling oligarchy received their 
expected political victory: a tax over-
haul that vastly benefits the superrich 
and corporations at the expense of 
children, education, health care, the 
deficit, and the economy.
   According to a Tax Policy Center 
report, the top one percent of earners 
will receive an average annual tax cut 
of around $33,000. The poorest citi-
zens, by contrast, will see an average 
break of about $40 per year. 
   The tax break for the ultra wealthy 
is even larger—$51,140—when the 
corporate tax cuts and the reduction 
of the estate tax are factored in.
   The top one percent already owns 
42 percent of the nation’s wealth. 
Especially pronounced is the gap be-
tween white households, which have 
a median wealth of $171,000, and 
Black families, with a median wealth 
of $17,600.
   Societies tend to become more 
unequal over time, unless there is 
concerted pushback. Moreover, an 
unequal society loses its sense of 
solidarity and social contract. A soci-
ety that fails to invest in its children, 
to protect its land and water, or to 
build a future is courting collapse.          
                            —yesmagazine.org 

CLIMATE VICTORY

U.S. District Judge Valerie Cap-
roni, Southern District of New York, 
recently brought the public one step 
closer to discovering how much Exxon 
Mobil knew about its fossil fuel devel-
opment’s effects on the climate as she 
threw out the company’s lawsuit seek-
ing to stop New York and Massachu-
setts from probing whether the oil and 
gas company covered up its knowl-
edge about climate change and lied to 
investors and the public about it. 
   Caproni stated that Exxon’s alleged 
cover-up attempts was to “sow confu-
sion” about climate crisis. She also 
dismissed the lawsuit with prejudice, 
meaning the Irving, Texas-based 
company cannot bring it again. 
   The case is one of several, including 
shareholder and employee lawsuits, 
centered on whether Exxon has for

decades lied about climate change, 
including its impact on energy prices 
and the environment and its ability 
to develop reserves, and taken public 
positions inconsistent with what it 
knew.                           —reuters.com

IMMIGRATION

Pregnant women will no longer be 
exempted from immigration deten-
tion, according to a new directive 
issued by acting I.C.E. director 
Thomas Homan.
   The new policy is aimed at further-
ing Trump’s goal of “increasing the 
number of people subjected to deten-
tion, without any regard to particular 
health needs or other vulnerabilities 
including pregnancy.” 
   Further, “it exposes the cruelty of 
Trump’s detention and deportation 
force by endangering the lives of 
pregnant immigrant women,” said 
Victoria Lopez, senior staff counsel 
for the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU), in a statement. “It 
removes critical protections for this 
vulnerable population and eliminates 
key reporting requirements.
                      —commondreams.org

JULIAN ASSANGE UPDATE

The government of Ecuador an-
nounced on March 28 that it cut off 
Julian Assange’s internet access.  
   Ecuador granted the WikiLeaks 
founder asylum in August 2012, 
and he has been living in the Ecua-
doran embassy in London ever since. 
However, while Sweden dropped its 
investigation into him, he still faces 
the threat of arrest in the U.K. and 
extradition to the United States.
   Ecuador said the cutoff was due to 
Assange purportedly having violated 
a written agreement from 2017 that he 
would not send messages that might 
cause an “interference” with regard 
to other nations. It did not reference a 
specific message or tweet.  
   Greek economist and former minister 
Yanis Varoufakis and noted British 
music producer Brian Eno suggest the 
move came as a result of “extraordinary 
pressure from the U.S. and Spanish 
governments.”  —commondreams.org

More than half said their houses were 
damaged or totally destroyed and 
only 1 percent said they knew for 
sure their houses were available for 
return.” 
   Reuters also reports that Iraqi secu-
rity forces were forcibly returning ci-
vilians from refugee camps to unsafe 
areas in Anbar province.  In one case 
a woman was killed when an explo-
sive went off in the home she was 
forced to return to. Her daughter was 
badly burned and her husband lost 
one eye and sustained severe injuries 
in another.                  —reuters.com
    After 15 years war rages on in 
Iraq. Who is paying attention? 

INTERESTING FACTS

Ratio of homeless Americans to 
empty investor-owned properties in 
the United States : 1:2
Ratio of the wealth held by the 
world’s 42 richest people to that held 
by the poorest 50 percent : 1:1 
Number of 7-Eleven stores that US 
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agents raided on a single Janu-
ary morning : 98          —harpers.org
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SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:
LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org 
 1.  Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
        632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
       (323) 267-8789
  2.  Hospitality Kitchen (aka Hippie Kitchen)
        821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
       (213) 614-9615

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728    http://lvcw.org

ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304    http://occatholicworker.org

SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420

HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364

KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706     
http://catholicworkerhospitalityhouse.org

BEATITUDE HOUSE
267 Campodonico Ave., Guadalupe, CA 93434-1501
(805) 343-6322   www.facebook.com/beatitudehouse

ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410  http://sbcw.org   lizaOSB@aol.com
 
CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER 
Ocampo #2 Hostotipaquillo, Jalisco Mexico C.P. 46440
http://casacolibricw.com
011-52 - 386-744-5063  -  jmhe76@gmail.com

AMANI HOUSE - NAIROBI, KENYA, AFRICA
mdavidomondi@gmail.com

A DAY AT THE PARK
WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE

During the summer we rent buses to take our homeless friends on an 
old-fashioned picnic at Whittier Narrows Park/Legg Lake. However, 

we need your financial assistance to make this enjoyable and fun 
experience a reality.  Please help with a generous donation.  

Thank you. Many blessings.

 CANES NEEDED 
We are in DIRE need of canes. Our elderly and injured friends 

downtown are always asking us for a badly needed cane, and it is 
heartbreaking to have to apologetically turn them down. 
Please send or bring them to Hennacy House. Thank you.

+ +

SHARE YOUR EXCESS BACKYARD FRUIT
If you have fruit trees on your property and have excess fruit, 

our kitchen guests would certainly enjoy whatever you will not use. 
Please consider donating it. Thank you.

JOIN US 
You are cordially invited to attend our weekly ecumenical home liturgy followed 
by a potluck dinner on Wednesdays at 6pm at Hennacy House. Our liturgies 

vary from having ordained ministers/priests presiding or a lay presider 
depending on availability of our ordained friends. All are welcome. Bring a friend.
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