C A T H O L I C

Graphic by Gustave Doré

Jessica and Ruby
recently went public,
admitting that they
had been the ones to
commit a number of acts
of sabotage against the
$3.6 billion Dakota Access
Pipeline. Jessica and Ruby
burned a number of pieces
of heavy machinery
used to construct the
pipeline and damaged a
number of valves on the
pipeline itself.
So the question is,
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he recent debate in Catholic
Worker circles about nonviolence has caused an uproar
in our strongly opinionated international community. The
argument was (re)ignited this past
December with an article published
in the New York Catholic Worker by
longtime CW Tom Cornell in which
he revisited many of the arguments
used against activists, specifically
the Berrigans and other Plowshares
practitioners who take the words of
the prophet Isaiah literally and “beat
swords into plowshares” (Is 2:4), using property destruction as a tactic to
resist war-making and other social ills.
The response was huge, with dozens of Catholic Workers, former and
current, weighing in on the topic.
Many inferred that Cornell’s article
was less inspired by the events of
years or decades ago than by the recent actions of contemporary Catholic Workers Jessica Reznicek and
Ruby Montoya of the Des Moines
Catholic Worker. The two recently
went public, admitting that they had
been the ones to commit a number of
acts of sabotage against the $3.6 billion Dakota Access Pipeline. Jessica
and Ruby burned a number of pieces
of heavy machinery used to construct
the pipeline and damaged a number of valves on the pipeline itself.
Whether or not these inferences were
correct, conversations began to focus
on their actions.
So the question is, is property destruction violent or nonviolent?
Everyone had an opinion. Some
said yes, some said no, some said
sometimes. One response even suggested that it was more important
to ask whether or not it is Christian.
Few rocks have been left unturned as
the conversation sifted through the
intricacies of nonviolence.
At the very heart of the question of
property destruction is the concept of
property. What is property? It must
be important if not only property
owners but even longtime Catholic
Workers will speak up for its rights.
Is it worth defending even at the cost
of life? In the case of the Plowshares
movement, does anyone have the
right to own a nuclear weapon? For
that matter, does anyone have the
right to build a pipeline in the face of
climate change?
Our continued reliance on these
technologies is a death warrant for
life on earth. People have started
to die and will continue to die as a
result of climate change; nuclear
weapons are designed to indiscrimi-
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nately kill millions. Property must
play strong on the American psyche
if defense of property rights come
before the untold lives these two
principalities have taken. The Word
of God would call this literal sacrificing of human lives to a system of
idolatry.
This debate is not limited to
Catholic Worker circles. People in
the Black Lives Matter Movement
and their supporters have attempted
to name this idolatry as it relates to
anti-black racism. Their detractors,
while claiming to support the right
to peacefully assemble, are apt to
call for the condemnation of property destruction in places where it
has occurred as a response to police
violence against black people such
as Ferguson, Missouri or Baltimore,
Maryland. Many would rather
see racism continue, with all that
implies, as long as their property
remains intact rather than support the
victims of an evil that the vast majority of people espouse to detest.
Despite the serious moral power
that property and other principalities
hold over us, and the Word of God’s
own emphasis on the powers and
principalities, Christians are prone
to downplay their influence upon the
world, even to the point of outright
ignoring or denying their existence.
The Apostle Paul tells us in his letter
to the Ephesians, “Our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against authorities, against
the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms.” A number
of us at the Los Angeles Catholic
Worker have for years now tried to
wrestle with understanding these
powers and principalities and have
turned to the work of theologian William Stringfellow for help.
I sometimes describe the principalities and powers as the spiritual
reality of institutions. I have heard
them related as mob mentality—that
a group is always less moral than an
individual. The Bible calls them by
many names, among them demons,
angels, lords, dominions, gods,
thrones, authority. As Stringfellow
writes, “They include all institutions,
all ideologies, all images, all movements, all causes, all corporations,
all bureaucracies, all traditions, all
methods and routines, all conglomerates, all races, all nations, all idols.
Thus, the Pentagon or Ford Motor
Company or Harvard University or
the Hudson Institute or Consolidated
Edison or the Diners Club or the
Olympics or the Methodist Church or
Continued on page 2
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the Teamsters Unions are all principalities. So are capitalism, Maoism,
humanism, Mormonism, astrology,
the Puritan work ethic, science,
scientism, white supremacy, patriotism plus many more—sports, sex,
and profession or discipline, technology, money, the family—beyond any
enumeration. The principalities and
powers are legion.”
Property as an ideology (as well as
the related principalities of wealth and
money) is ubiquitous today in this nation, so much so that it is nearly invisible, seemingly beyond time and place,
a universal reality, an inalienable right.
There are societies where property
does not carry this kind of weight or
where the concept itself does not exist as part of the social arrangement.
(Not least for Christians, among the
alternative outlooks is the witness of
the Hebrew Scriptures, where we are
warned against property. The Psalmist sings, “The earth is the Lord’s and
all it holds,” and the law maintains,
“The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine.”)
But property as an idea has become
so much a part of our culture and
how we see the world that it has become hard for many of us to imagine
living without it.
It is not my intention to portray
property in and of itself as a bad thing;
its relative faults or merits are not the
focus of this essay. In fact, Catholic
Worker co-founder Peter Maurin was
fond of property held both communally (with a philosophy of the commons)
and privately (he thought everyone
should have some and was prone to
talk about property responsibility
before property rights). The concern
of this study is the inverse dominion that exists between the powers,
including property, and life.
The powers and principalities
are created to serve life in all that
entails, but exist in real time, the era
known to Christians as “the fall,”
an era marked by alienation from,
confusion about, and loss of identity.
Made to serve life, they are confused
about their vocation and assume the
role of God. Considering themselves
to be absolute, the existence of the
principality becomes, in and of itself,
an imperative. No longer is the system
a means to an end, but an end in and of
itself, an end for which it is justified to
sacrifice even human life. When this
is the case, an institution can only be
described as in the service of death.
The principalities, including property, claim to be morally absolute.
You are justified if you have property; you are a person if you have
property. It matters little how you
get it, how you choose to use or
squander or even needlessly destroy
it. To have much is to possess virtue
and, inversely, to have none is to be
deficient. Property has been and is
used to determine human worth. At
the founding of the U.S., as well as
in ideological predecessors like the
Roman Republic and Athenian Democracy, full recognition and participation in civic life required property
ownership. And lest we forget, the
founding document of our country
allows for humans to be held as property, and as such, counted as less than
fully human. While the U.S. Declaration of Independence talks about
rights to life, liberty, and happiness, it
was codified in the U.S. Constitution
as life, liberty, and property, formally
juxtaposing property ownership with
life itself. We reinforce this when
we consider damage to property as
violence akin to violence against
persons, i.e. violence against life.
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“The rich man’s heaven is the poor
man’s hell.” —Peter Tosh

T
Elaine Enns, Tensie Hernandez, Susan Dietrich, Jeff Dietrich

TENSIE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
One’s 50th birthday is a milestone
for anyone. But Tensie Hernandez’s
50th birthday was not only a milestone for her but for the L.A. Catholic Worker as well as our network of
Sister House communities. In 1985
Tensie, at age 17, was our very first
summer intern, and she has been with
the movement ever since.
For the past 21 years Tensie along

with her husband, Dennis Apel,
have been at the Gualdalupe Catholic Worker with their two children,
Rozella and Thomas.
On January 28, we gathered in
Oakview, north of Los Angeles, at
the home of Ched Myers and Elaine
Enns, along with sister communities from the Bay Area, for a joyful
celebration. Congratulations Tensie!

Property is considered sacred.
As Christians, our correct relationship to the powers and principalities
must be one of desacralization. Any
act that restores life to its rightful
place, above the survival of ideology
or institutions, is a desacralizing act
and thus a life-affirming act. We can
do this in different ways.
Catholic Workers have long had a
tradition of desacralizing property.
At our best, we denounce it as a
way of life and attempt to remove
ourselves from a system of property
(or at least perhaps property’s most
extreme form, private ownership), a
radical act in a world where property
is status and moral worth. In a world
where we are taught that owning
things is what protects us and sustains us, giving away property is another way of loosening its grip on us.
And destroying property, breaking
rules of property, challenging who
has sovereignty over property and its
use, is yet another way to desecrate
property. The Holy Spirit is versatile.
I will not pretend to have the last
word on what does or does not constitute nonviolent action. Nonetheless, nonviolence is also a principality. If it calls us to do something
other than what Christ demands of
us, which is ultimately always the
service of life, then it has supplanted
the Word of God as our moral focus
and has become an idol.
Just like any other principality,

nonviolence would have you believe
that following it is the same as following the Word of God or that nonviolence has the power to save the
world. Again, I do not want you to
think I am putting down nonviolence
in and of itself or suggesting it to be
incompatible with a Christian life per
se. What I do hope to instill is that,
as Christians, to attribute salvation to
anything other than the Word of God
is idolatry.
As Christians, we have a responsibility to confront the powers and
principalities in their vanity. In the
end, our problem is not evil people in
high places, though they may exist.
The much greater threat to our world
is those who have been literally demoralized by the powers and principalities, those who live, by either
constant assault or happy assimilation, in moral paralysis. In a world
where we have been willing to be
carried along by the powers, even
to the brink of death, literally all we
have to do to destroy the planet and
millions of lives with it is to do what
we are already doing.
Hope can be found in those who
are not conformed—those who
break the rules of systems to save
lives. Too much time and ink has
been spent critiquing those who have
acted. The power of death is militant
in our world; we cannot afford not to
act.
W
Theo Kayser is a Los Angeles Catholic Worker community member.
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his summer, while painting
a mural in Philly with the
Circle of Hope Community, I
first stumbled upon a picture
of Reverend William Barber on the
cover of the Philadelphia Tribune,
where he was speaking at a Poor
People’s Campaign conference about
what he called, “a Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego movement.”
Since then, while in New York
City, and later in Albuquerque, where
he also spoke publicly about the
resurrection of Martin Luther King’s
campaign to overflowing crowds of
inspired listeners, I have learned more.
You too can learn more about this
call for a moral revival by visiting:
poorpeoplescampaign.org or
breachrepairers.org.
Listening to Rev. Barber being
interviewed by Bernie Sanders about
aggressive national voter suppression
or being interviewed by Amy Goodman on Democracy Now! about the
Poor People’s Campaign, it becomes
evident and abundantly clear that
Barber has an inclusive and progressive worldview, in line with Dr. King,
and has the knowledge to back it up.
Also, to hear a Christian witness
for peace with courage, compassion,
and creativity in this nation’s streets
is crucial right now, especially when
a large group of self-serving evangelical hypocrites, who falsely identify
as Christians, are filling up the White
House and whitewashing the evil
coming out of DC.
Dr. Martin Luther King was the
originator of the Poor People’s Campaign in 1967-1968, right after he
first spoke out against the Vietnam
War. In fact, he said it was not
enough to just end the war, but that
we have to end the poverty, excessive militarism, and systemic racism
that cause the war.
This is when he began the Poor
People’s Campaign. He said, “It is
not enough that my people can vote,
but they need to be liberated from the
bondage of poverty and economic
injustice.”
Now, fifty years since Dr. King’s
assassination, Rev. William Barber has taken up the torch once
again. People will be mobilized in
25 different states and will begin a
mass nationwide civil disobedience
campaign in a 40-day window, appropriately starting on Mother’s Day.
King specified that it was not just
African Americans that suffered
under the yoke of poverty, but all
Americans. To unify people across
race, class, cultural, and religious
false divisions was one of the main
components of the original campaign.
So history begs the question: Was
King murdered for speaking out
against the Vietnam War or was he
killed, like Fred Hampton, the Black
Panther organizer in Chicago who
was successfully unifying Black, Latino, and White gangs, for creating
solidarity across artificial separations
of the American people? The recent
Black Panther Party documentary
does reveal through the Freedom of
Information Act that J. Edgar Hoover
warned his cohorts against a Black
messiah figure that would unify the
people.
After the recent violence in Charlottesville, and elsewhere, where the
Continued on page 6

INTERVIEW WITH JESSICA REZNICEK AND RUBY MONTOYA
Some may view these actions as violent, but be not mistaken. We acted from our hearts and never
threatened human life nor personal property. What we did do was fight a private corporation that
has run rampantly across our country seizing land and polluting our nation’s water supply.

WE ACTED FROM OUR HEARTS
The following interview with Jessica Reznicek and Ruby Montoya is
“surreptitiously” reprinted from an
interview by Amy Goodman, which
aired July 28, 2017, on her program,
Democracy Now! We had intended to
conduct our own interview with Jess
and Ruby, but they were unavailable.
GOODMAN: We turn now to Iowa,
where two Catholic Workers have
revealed they secretly carried out
multiple acts of sabotage and arson
in recent months in order to stop
construction of the controversial $3.8
billion Dakota Access pipeline. Jessica Reznicek and Ruby Montoya said
that on Election Day last year they
set fire to five pieces of heavy machinery being used to construct the
pipeline. The two then taught themselves how to destroy empty pipeline
valves, and moved up and down the
pipeline’s length, destroying the
valves and delaying construction for
weeks. They say their actions were
inspired by the anti-nuclear Plowshares Movement, which used nonviolent direct action to target nuclear
warheads and military installations.
On Monday, they spoke out outside
the Iowa Utilities Board office.
This begins with Jessica Reznicek.
REZNICEK: We are speaking publicly to empower others to act boldly,
with purity of heart, to dismantle the
infrastructures which deny us our
rights to water, land and liberty. We,
as civilians, have seen the repeated
failures of the government, and it is
our duty to act with responsibility
and integrity, risking our own liberty
for the sovereignty of us all.
MONTOYA: Some may view
these actions as violent, but be not
mistaken. We acted from our hearts
and never threatened human life nor
personal property. What we did do
was fight a private corporation that
has run rampantly across our country
seizing land and polluting our nation’s water supply.
GOODMAN: And that was Ruby
Montoya, along with Jessica
Reznicek, speaking Monday. After
delivering their statement, the two
used a hammer and crowbar to try
to pull off the letters of the Iowa
Utilities Board sign in protest of its
recent decision to reject a lawsuit by
environmental groups to revoke the
pipeline’s state permit and force it to
shut down. The women were arrested
and jailed overnight for destroying
the sign, and are now facing possible
arrest at any time for committing
multiple acts of sabotage. I spoke to
Jessica Reznicek and Ruby Montoya
earlier this week. I began by asking
Ruby to talk about what they did and
why they’re coming forward now.
MONTOYA: So, on election night,
we went to a DAPL easement site
in Buena Vista County, and we saw
over six or seven pieces of heavy machinery there. And we went with our
supplies, and we filled these coffee
canisters up with gasoline and oil.
We placed those coffee canisters on
the inside of the cabs of these heavy
machinery, on the seats, and we
pierced those coffee canisters so that
the flammable liquids would spread.
We then lit matches and—in efforts
to make those machines obsolete.
We acted after having exhausted
all other avenues of political process
and resistance to this petroleum pipeline that, to my knowledge, is the

AN IDEOLOGICAL

FIRESTORM
By JEFF DIETRICH

I

have been reflecting on King
Lear recently as my wife and I
have long passed the age where
most people retire. Youth and
old age, children and parents, and
how and when to retire are the issues
of Shakespeare’s play. And these are
the issues with which we all must
deal at some point in our lives. For
my wife and I, it is a personal issue
that also affects the LACW community. But recent events in the larger
Catholic Worker movement have
caused me to think that what is happening here in our small community
is also happening within the larger
movement as well.
The impetus for my thoughts came
some months ago when Jessica
Reznicek and Ruby Montoya, of the
Des Moines Catholic Worker, took
an acetylene torch and cut through
the Dakota Access Pipeline, making
it unusable for the transport of oil.
In addition, they set fire to bulldozers used in the construction of the
pipeline. The pipeline is just one of
many pipelines that threaten water
tables, rivers, lakes, and the earth itself, across our nation in the event of
their inevitable rupture.
Their actions have set off an ideological firestorm within the larger
Catholic Worker movement, sparking questions about the validity of
property destruction, the identity of
Jessica and Ruby as Catholic Workers, of Catholic Worker identity and
Catholic Worker nonviolence, and
whether Dorothy Day, our co-founder, would have approved.
To be honest, I am still struggling
with Jessica and Ruby’s actions. I
am challenged as well as frightened
by what they did. Yet I am also
honored that they did their action as
Catholic Workers.
It was, in fact, an act of property
destruction that originally drew me
to the Catholic Worker 48 years ago.
As a young man hitchhiking from
New York back to Los Angeles, I
serendipitously landed at a Peace-

makers conference outside of St.
Louis, Missouri where I learned of
the actions of young people at the
Milwaukee Catholic Worker who, inspired by Dan and Phil Berrigan and
the “Catonsville Nine,” burned draft
files. It was the most radical antiwar action that I had ever heard of.
And a few weeks later it was a major
motivating force in my decision to
join the newly formed L.A. Catholic
Worker. The other motivational force
as a young, anti-authoritarian “radical” was anarchism. Distrusting the
state, as well as all formal institutions,
I was impressed with that aspect of
the Catholic Worker movement.
It is my sense that many young
Vietnam protesters and resisters
of my generation were attracted to
the Catholic Worker because of the
radical draft file burnings of the Berrigans and others. In fact, I believe
that these acts of radical property
destruction revitalized the Catholic
Worker movement which had diminished in numbers as a result of Dorothy’s admirable pacifist stance during
World War II and did not recover appreciably during the concretive postwar years of the 1950s. The draft file
burnings of the Berrigans and others
brought hundreds of young war
protesters and resisters like myself
into the Catholic Worker movement,
addressing as it did the most vital issue of the day and aligning itself with
the larger anti-war movement.
Just as many in the movement, including Dorothy, had problems with
draft file burnings and the subsequent
property destruction of the Plowshares movement, so too many in the
movement have problems with the
property destruction of Ruby and Jessica. Some say that their action did
not qualify as a Plowshares action
because the destruction was actual
and not symbolic. Some say that it
was not a Catholic Worker action because they had been Catholic Workers only briefly. Some say that it was
an act of violence and thus did not
Continued on page 6

largest in the United States as far as
the capacity that it is able to carry
the oil.
GOODMAN: Jessica Reznicek, how
did you know where this pipeline was?
REZNICEK: Well, I knew exactly
where this pipeline was, because
it—it’s not more than 15 miles from
this studio. It runs right here through
the county I was born in, Polk
County, Iowa. I definitely took a lot
of inspiration from what I saw up at
Standing Rock. But Iowa is impacted
greatly by this, and my home city’s
drinking water is to be destroyed
when this pipeline breaks. And so it’s
not a matter of having to find it. It’s
right—it found me.
GOODMAN: So, the investigation into the damage to the pipeline
has been ongoing. But, apparently,
the authorities did not have leads
into who committed these acts of
sabotage. So, Jessica, why did you
decide, you and Ruby decide, to
come forward on Monday?
REZNICEK: Well, I guess one of
the main reasons is Ruby and I felt
very disheartened by the fact that oil
is now flowing through the pipeline.
Obviously, we cannot pierce through
empty valves anymore. They are not
empty. We halted construction up
and down the line for several weeks,
turning into months. And we’re now
at the phase where we have to deal
with the reality that this pipeline—
that we failed, as resistance here in
Iowa goes. And now oil is flowing
through it, and there’s really nothing
more to do now than come forward
and let the public know that—and
continue this public discourse about
what that means, where we’re heading, and the consequences of it.
GOODMAN: Ruby, you talked
about beginning this action of sabotage on election night. Why the significance of this day, Election Day?
And then talk about what happened
in the ensuing weeks, what exactly
you did.
MONTOYA: Well, Election Day,
it was very serendipitous. It just
happened by coincidence. I remember, the next day, we were with the
Mississippi can—Mississippi Stand
Caravan. And other comrades had
crawled into the Dakota Access
pipeline and occupied it for over 15
hours, at least. So I remember showing up there at the Des Moines River
boring site and still being elated by
the action that we took the previous
night, because we knew that through
the actions of Mississippi Stand,
they had halted the boring process
temporarily, and through the actions
that Jessica and I took the evening
prior, we had also halted construction
temporarily. So that felt really great,
and we saw the effectiveness of these
peaceful means to take fire and other
materials to these empty structures
of metal to disable them so that they
could not continue their process of
destruction. As time went on, we saw
that construction continued and that
pipe was being put into the ground.
And so our only viable means was to
somehow obstruct this pipe. And that
material is made of steel, five-eighthinch steel. And we had to figure
out something that would melt it or
somehow make it obsolete. So we
began to look for things that would
cut through that amount of steel, and
Continued on page 6

CATHOLIC AGITATOR / 3

HIPPIE KITCHEN FOOT CARE CLINIC

LOSING MY TRUST AND MY SMILE
Too many sick people in Los Angeles on Skid Row. What did I need to lean into?

By SAIMA SCOTT

Photos by Mike Wisniewski
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oo many sick people.
The one-eyed fellow who fell
asleep in the plastic chair as I
cared for his feet.
The woman reeking of urine sitting
in her wheelchair that had only one
footrest and non-functioning wheel
locks.
The fifty-something woman with
a hacking cough, bruised ankles,
and smeared red lipstick who never
looked me in the eye.
The crazy guy who wanted me to
cut his nail left-handed who swore
and upset the other guests with his
disrespect of me.
Too many sick people in Los Angeles on Skid Row.
Mary with dementia who lived
alone with no one to care for her.
The man reading the Psalms who
had given up on chemo and was living with metastasized colon cancer—
in a tent.
What did I need to lean into? I was
losing my trust and my smile.
That night was liturgy night at
Ammon Hennacy House. The joyful
midweek celebration, presided over
by our own Rev. Kathleen Bellefeuille-Rice, reminded me we are
not alone. I was reminded of the
love I had seen both at the Hennacy House and at the Hospitality
Kitchen. There was Kaleb. I could
not stop smiling watching him sing
while he scrubbed pots and pans at
the Kitchen. Jed, willing to make an
extra trip to pick up a forgotten item.
Karan, in spite of her own serious
health challenges, being with us.
Megan, everywhere you looked, finding shoes, welcoming guests, always
smiling.
I was reminded of the sweetness,
the gratitude, the intelligence and
humor and goodwill of many whose
feet we are privileged to care for,
and of those whom we saw assisting
them every day. I was reminded of
the generosity of those who donate
supplies, socks, shoes, and money
for laundry costs to wash our towels.
I am reminded that the LACW has
been stockpiling gently used shoes
for our foot care clinic in their tiny
and already crammed shelves above
the dental clinic they operate. What
a joy to be able to find clean, dry
shoes with intact soles—shoes that
fit—to give to people who have made
do with shoes too large or too small,
wet from rain, worn out from miles
and miles of walking every day.
I remember Ramon, now housed
and on kidney dialysis, who brings us
papusas every year when he comes,
this year made by his sister who is
visiting from El Salvador. I remember warm greetings and memories
shared. I remember reminiscing
with a person from my home state. I
remember Nancy sharing her fluent
Spanish with the guests from Mexico
and South America. I remember the
laughter and sparkle in their eyes as
they share their native tongue.
I remember the six silver dollars
Judy brought home as a gift from
someone who was in her chair and a
$5 bill tucked amongst the fingernail
polish bottles left by an anonymous
donor. I remember the warm handshakes, the delighted smiles, the
hugs, and the blessings showered on
us by grateful folks.
I remember our new helpers from
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Judy Linehan (Nancy Spagat- Rear)

Cheryl Waitkevich, Rev. Kathleen Bellefeuille-Rice, Saima Scott with guests

Maggie Shannon
the kitchen, Ramon and Bobby, as
well as Charles who was visiting
from Dublin, Ireland, who carried
heavy basins of water, disinfected
them, refilled and brought them back
for the next guest. They also served
cups of rose petal and mint herb tea,
brought us socks and any items we
missed before we sat down on milk
crates to save us from having to get
up again. Generous, kind, holy people everywhere.
I remember our friend Benny sharing this litany from Thomas Merton
at our 5:00 evening meditation.
Teach me to go to this country beyond words and beyond names.
Teach me to pray on this side of the
frontier, here where the woods are.
I need to be led by you.
I need my heart to be moved by
you.
I need my soul to be made clean by
your prayer.
I need my will to be made strong
by you.
I need you for all those who suffer, who are in prison, in danger, in
sorrow.
I need you for all the crazy people.
I need you to make me, as you
made your Son, a healer, a comforter, a savior.
I need you to name the dead.
I need you to help the dying cross
their particular rivers.
I need you for myself, whether I
live or die.
It is necessary. Amen.
And I returned to finish out the
week, renewed and refreshed in our
communion, in deep gratefulness.
Saima Scott is one of a group of six
women from Olympia, Washington,
who have been coming to our soup
kitchen for the last eight years to do
two weeks of foot care for our guests.

Cheryl Waitkevich

CONVERGENCE

Saima Scott

BORDER WATCH
By KEN BALDWIN

F

ellow LACW volunteer Pat
Bonner and I drove out of
Tucson, Arizona onto a vast
lonely desert road, and pulled
over. In the distance was an ugly,
menacing concrete structure surrounded by a barbed wire fence.
It was chilling to think that 1,600
migrants and asylum seekers, all human beings, have been caged within
these walls for weeks, months, and
even years.
We were among a caravan of hundreds participating in the 2017 SOA
Watch Border Convergence. The site
was just outside the Eloy Detention
Center, near Eloy, Arizona.
As the sun was setting, the participants began to vigil with songs and
speeches, showing solidarity with

those who are continuously criminalized and imprisoned for mobilizing—a mobilization made necessary
by destructive effects of U.S. foreign
policy and U.S.-inflicted violence in
their home countries. Names were
read aloud of over a hundred migrants
who died while crossing the Sonora
Desert just in the past year. Peace poets free-styled as the sun went down.
At this point the group turned
toward the detention center holding
candles and began chanting “No
están solos!” The inmates covered
and uncovered the light of their
prison cells to signal that they could
hear us.
The vigil at the detention center
was only one of several events that
took place in a weekend-long gathering in November of the second

annual SOA Watch Border Convergence in Tucson and Nogales, Arizona, and Nogales Sonora, Mexico.
After 26 years of history at the gates
of Fort Benning, in Georgia, the
change of location was made in order
to respond to the present-day call to
solidarity with Latin America with a
bi-national convergence.
The School of the Americas (SOA)
Watch is an advocacy organization
founded by Maryknoll Father Roy
Bourgeois and a small group of supporters in 1990 to protest the training
of Latin American military officers,
by the United States Department of
Defense, at the School of the Americas. SOA Watch used to conduct a
vigil each November at the site of
the academy, located at Fort Benning
U.S. Army Base, near Columbus,

Georgia. Officers trained at this U.S.
academy then went on to commit
major human rights abuses, including
rapes, torture, and murders.
The purpose of this relocated
convergence to Arizona and Sonora,
is to call attention to the militarization of the border and to call for an
end of state-sponsored terrorism and
violence against immigrant communities in the United States.
The weekend opened with a
welcoming reception at the Tucson
YWCA. A multi-racial crowd of participants gathered to meet each other.
For many, like my travelling partner
Pat, it was a reunion of old friends.
Others, like myself, were first-timers.
SOA Watch’s field Organizer,
Maria Luisa Rosal, opened the event
by reminding the crowd how border
militarization has expanded into
all of Latin America through U.S.
intervention. Then Brigitte Gynther,
SOA Watch’s Latin American Liason,
highlighted the 2009 coup in Honduras, and stated how that has affected
community organizing; especially in
respect to the lack of justice for the
late Berta Caceres. Gaspar Sanchez
from COPINH (Civic Council of
Popular and Indigenous Organizations
of Honduras) spoke on the need for
political reform in Honduras. The first
step to this reform is stopping the U.S.financed intervention in that country.
There were workshops over the next
two days on a variety of topics, ranging from border issues with Mexico,
to justice for the slain Berta Caceres
of Honduras, to issues of Gay and
transsexual migrants from Central
America, to Palestinian rights.
That afternoon a rally was held
in front of the Federal Courthouse
in downtown Tucson to protest
Operation Streamline, the criminal
proceeding that illegally charges
migrants en masse.
The following day everyone traveled south to the border town of Nogales. Our base was now the Hotel
Americana. Veterans for Peace led a
March from the hotel to the imposing
border wall, which divides this city.
This eyesore of large rusted posts
looked more like prison bars than a
wall. Half of our group crossed the
border, and met us from the other
side. One rally in two countries
made for a powerful sight to behold.
We remembered and honored victims
of excessive use of force by the Border Patrol, and called for the end of
impunity for agents, that all victims
and victims’ families be granted the
justice that has been denied them,
and that no law enforcement official
be allowed to take the law into their
own hands on the border as has been
the case for decades.
Later, the group returned to the hotel for more workshops and forums.
The day ended with a social gathering at the hotel, and a concert at the
border.
After a final rally at the border the
next morning, the participants of the
convergence began to break up to go
home.
I came away from this weekend
both educated and intensely moved.
Between 2000 and 2016, more than
3,000 people have been found dead
in their attempt to cross the Sonoran
Desert in Arizona. Very few are identified and repatriated for their families
to mourn and lay them to rest.
Continued on page 6

“‘THAAD’ (Terminal High Altitude Area Defense) is
the U.S. missile intercept strategy against China and
Russia. If war breaks out, the town where the THAAD
system is arranged will be one of the first targets.”

MOVING CLOSER TO

NUCLEAR WAR
In the following article, the name
“Corea” will be used instead of the
usual imperialistic spelling with
a “K” when referring to any part
of the peninsula, in solidarity with
Corean peace activists. “Corea” was
the original spelling before Japanese
colonization and is also symbolic for
unification of the peninsula.
By ALEXANDRIA ADDESSO

W

e seem to be moving
closer and closer to war
between the United
States and the Democratic People’s Republic of Corea.
This could result in a catastrophic
nuclear holocaust the likes of which
this world has never seen before. For
anti-war proponents and those who
value life any-and everywhere, it is
important to be conscious of these
war escalations.
For those who follow the news or
are social media savvy, it is easy to
see the “war of words” between Donald Trump and Kim Jong-Un, yet it is
also blaringly obvious that the POTUS
has made much more disparaging remarks than his opponent. While these
sentiments are extremely disrespectful, ignorant, and childish, they only
slightly fan the flames of war escalations in comparison to what is taking
place on the Corean peninsula.
In early October, the LACW had
the privilege to house three members
of the People’s Democracy Party
from South Corea for a few days
while they were on the California leg
of their Peace Expedition to the U.S.
They visited DC, Los Angeles, and
San Francisco in an effort to both
raise awareness of what U.S. militarism was doing on the Corean peninsula and urge peaceful negotiations
and treaties rather than war, specifically a nuclear war.
“‘THAAD’ (Terminal High Altitude
Area Defense) is the U.S. missile
intercept strategy against China
and Russia. If war breaks out, the
town where the THAAD system
is arranged will be one of the first
targets,” said one of the members of
the People’s Democratic Party, who
wished to have her name withheld as
some of her fellow party members’
visas to the U.S. were being rejected
due to their anti-war activities.
THAAD is a transportable missile
system that uses a one-stage hit-tokill interceptor to destroy incoming
ballistic missiles. THAAD is able
to intercept incoming missiles both
inside and just outside of the earth’s
atmosphere at a range of 200 kilometers. The first elements of THAAD
were deployed to South Corea on
March 6, 2017, and the system reached
initial operational capability on May 1.
Aside from the peace expedition that was sent to the U.S., the
People’s Democracy Party sent peace
delegations to Russia, Japan, France,
German, and Cyprus to increase
international anti-war consciousness.

They also protest in South Corea
unceasingly, even when such protests
lead to arrest.
“Every day I participate in protests,” said one of the People’s Democracy Party members. “Our party has
been holding a one-person demonstration in front of the U.S. Embassy
for 491 days and a one-person vigil
(protest for 24 hours) for 55 days. Our
main slogans are, ‘Stop the nuclear
war exercises against North Corea!’
and ‘U.S. troops out of South Corea!’”
When Trump visited South Corea,
anti-war activists protested without
sleep for three days in front of the
Hyatt Hotel where Trump stayed.
Student members of the People’s Democracy Party were arrested in the
process of advancing on the Hyatt
Hotel, as well as the U.S. Embassy,
with banners and flyers.
“[Trump] visited South Corea
on November 7, as three nuclearpowered Carrier Strike Groups were
placed at the Corean peninsula. If a
war begins on the Corean peninsula,
it could be an unprecedented nuclear
war as well as humankind’s final
Third World War. Not only this, the
cost of these three nuclear-powered
Carrier Strike Groups is 45 trillion
won. Corea’s national defense budge
for one year is 40 trillion won.”
In accordance with Trump’s visit to
Asia, November 4 was International
Anti-Trump Day. An anti-war protest
was held in Los Angeles at the intersection of Wilshire Blvd. and Western
Ave. on November 4, which was
organized in part by Corean American and American peace organizations that are seeking peace in Corea.
One of the organizers, Keshy Jeong,
of Corean Peace Alliance, explained
that resistance must go deeper than
just physically showing up to rallies.
“It starts with not buying into
propaganda in media, government,
education, etc. that perpetuates a
dehumanization and infantilization of Coreans in DPRC, including leadership. It does no one well
except American self-satisfaction and
nationalism to continue thinking of
DPRC as backwards or brainwashed,
all sorts of condescending things,”
said Jeong. “It removes the importance and responsibility of Americans to understand why DPRC has
conflict with the U.S. Could it be
because U.S. military used napalm,
biochemical warfare, and specifically bombed irrigation systems of
farmland to slaughter and starve out
Coreans, especially in the North, and
some Chinese areas north of Corea,
during the Corean War, and killed
5 million Coreans—one fifth of
DPRC’s population?”
Yet, in the past month there have
been subtle movements towards
peace on the peninsula. After 11
hours of negotiating, representatives from both the DPRC and South
Corea agreed to halt “hostile acts” on
Continued on page 6
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PROPERTY DESTRUCTION AS A TACTIC
KADIEV, cont’d from p.2
extreme left is considering diversified strategies, including violence, to
counter the extreme right, the Poor
People’s Campaign has emerged
as a peaceful, prayerful resource
from the Almighty for the common
people. It seems to be a continuation of the spirit of Standing Rock,
the Civil Rights movement, and
Mahatma Gandhi’s liberation movement in India. This is Satyagraha,
soul force, in our time.
The oppressive Babylonian system,
which surrounds us, seems to enjoy
violence, even when used by the
opposition; they are so practiced at
suppression that it seems natural to
them. Yet when the resistance to
their rule takes the high road, the
spiritual path, the system loses its
pretense of moral authority and their
certainty evaporates. Their violence
and aggression are revealed as the instruments of a destructive system, as
they are revealed as minions of evil.
Rev. Barber already has many
years of experience mobilizing people to march for Moral Mondays
in Raleigh, North Carolina. Up to
50,000 people on a weekly basis,
every Monday, flowed in massive
waves of civil disobedience on the
shores of the State Capital.
Right from the outset, this campaign will counter and confront
the criminalization of dissent and
protest that has been growing in this
country for a while. Even now, there
are 200 people still up on charges
for protesting the most recent presidential inauguration.
Rev. Barber has now added a
fourth issue to the historical triplets
of destruction—environmental
degradation. So, whatever the issues
are in any given location, people
will organize around their local
cause, and all the myriad movements
and causes that align with King’s
original vision will dovetail into one
nationwide campaign this May.
Therefore, let us remember that
the world’s tyrannical systems shudder when people unify. It does all it
can to divide us and keep us isolated
from one another. But remember
what it says in the scriptures:
“Babylon is fallen.” Let us unify
come Mother’s Day and cry out in
one loud voice for justice, truth, love,
peace, and solidarity. Amen.
W
Dimitri Kadiev is an itinerant artist
and mystic, beloved by Catholic
Workers across the country.
GOODMAN, cont’d from p.3
that turned out to be oxygen and
acetylene, which burns at like over
2,000 degrees, and that melts steel.
So, after acquiring that knowledge,
we proceeded and found many
empty valves. All of the valves
were empty. And we began, first in
Mahaska County, Iowa, piercing
through a valve there. And later, we
continued, until we ran out of supplies, hitting multiple valve sites.
GOODMAN: What are the significance of the valves? What do they do?
MONTOYA: They are access
points to shut off the flow of oil. I
know that it occurred with a group
in the tar sands area of Alberta, Canada. You can physically shut these
valves off if there is oil in them. But
since there was not oil in them, this
is the part of the pipeline that is exposed. The rest is underground and
underneath our waterways. So, with
this steel exposed, instead of having
to operate a bulldozer and try to dig
it up, it was easier to find these exposed valves and cut underneath the
seams of these valves, because these
valves have seams. And if you cut
underneath the seams, it is a lot more
effective in terms of them having to
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BETTER KNOW A VOLUNTEER
MARIA LOPEZ

Maria was born and raised in
Sonora, Mexico. She made Southern
California her home, married her
husband Armando, and together have
four children, four granddaughters,
and two “grand-dogs.” Maria has
been a volunteer at the Hippie Kitchen for 12 years. She saw an ad in her
church newspaper, St. Jerome’s,
dig it up further and costing them
more money and more time and
pushing back that completion date,
until—our goal was for them to
exhaust their financial means so that
they would stop with this pipeline.
GOODMAN: Now, Jessica Reznicek,
there are many who would say that
destroying private property like this
is violence. Your response to this?
REZNICEK: I completely disagree.
I think that the oil being taken out of
the ground and the machinery that
does it and the infrastructure which
supports it, that this is violent. This
is—these tools and these mechanisms that industry and corporate—
corporate power and government
power have all colluded together
to create, this is destructive, this is
violent, and it needs to be stopped.
And we never at all threatened
human life. We never at all—and,
actually, we’re acting in an effort to
save human life, to save our planet,
to save our resources. And nothing
at any point was ever done by Ruby
nor I in anything outside of peaceful,
deliberate and steady loving hands.
GOODMAN: Can you explain
what Plowshares actions are, for
those who don’t know? You are
both Catholic Workers, Jessica and
Ruby, living at the Catholic Worker
House in Des Moines, Iowa. Can
you explain what the Catholic
Worker movement is all about?
REZNICEK: We have a rich tradition, started by Dorothy Day in 1933.
And we have a rich tradition both in
assisting underprivileged people in
our communities, via soup kitchens,
food pantries, hospitality, shelters
for homeless people who we live
with in our communities, and we
also have—on the flipside of that, we
also recognize the resistance that is
needed to help bring underprivileged
people back up to the same level as
the people who are taking the money
from them. And so, in essence, Ruby
and I focus on the resistance aspect
here in the Des Moines Catholic
Worker. And we have followed suit,
and I believe that we are inspired by
Phil Berrigan—who the house that
we live in is named after. And we
do understand the need to dismantle
infrastructure when it poses a threat
to human life and liberty.
GOODMAN: And, Ruby, overall,
the Dakota Access pipeline, what it
means to you? Did you and Jessica
go to the resistance camps at the time
of the last year during the height of
the resistance?

asking for volunteers, and decided
to start volunteering on Tuesdays.
She had already been volunteering
for many years doing counseling
with young people in Juvenile Hall.
Maria says that her favorite job at the
Hippie Kitchen is cleaning the stove,
because “nobody else wants to do it,”
and that one of the things she likes
best about working at the Kitchen is
the sense of camaraderie among the
volunteers.
She enjoys reading newspapers and
magazines, and enjoys traveling with
her husband. They have been on
many fishing trips to Baja California,
and they once lived for a year in Russia. Maria says that every country
has its own beauty.
Her husband Armando, a dentist,
has greatly helped with our Hippie
Kitchen dentistry project. If Maria
could skywrite a message to all the
people of Los Angeles, it would say:
“Let’s accept each other for who we
are.”
W
Better Know A Volunteer is written
by Sarah Fuller and Theo Kayser.
MONTOYA: I actually met Jessica on the Mississippi River. Prior
to that, I was a preschool teacher in
Boulder, Colorado. And I found out
about the Dakota Access pipeline. I
read about what they were intending
to do, to put these dirty petroleum
pipes underneath our major waterways here in the United States. And
I was aghast by their intentions. So I
quit my job, and I went to Standing
Rock. And I was greatly comforted
by the amount of people that were
there, the amount of helping hands
ready to do resistance work and
community work. And I was following the Dakota Access pipeline so
closely that I found out about Jessica
Reznicek starting an encampment on
the Mississippi River bore site. And I
went there because I knew that there
were not a lot of people there.
GOODMAN: Jessica, how did
you get involved with the Catholic
Worker movement?
REZNICEK: I met the Catholic
Workers in Des Moines when they
were at the forefront of the local
Occupy movement at the Iowa State
Capitol. Originally, I dropped out of
college and went to Zuccotti Park to
Occupy in New York. I received a
call from a close cousin of mine in
Des Moines who said, “Hey, they’re
occupying Des Moines right now.”
And so I came back to Des Moines.
I started volunteering at the Catholic
Worker—we have a soup kitchen
that’s open five days a week—then
moved in, and it’s been quite the
journey ever since.
W
DIETRICH, cont’d from p.3
qualify as a nonviolent act.
As I read through the responses to
Jessica and Ruby’s action, it seemed
to me that many in the movement
wanted to define, and in some cases
to repudiate that action by what
had taken place in the past. But in
my mind, one of the best features
of the Catholic Worker is its ideal
of anarchism. And because of the
general commitment to that ideal, no
one gets to tell anyone else what to
do. As a young neophyte Catholic
Worker, I was intimidated and awed
by my elders and I wanted to do
things the “right way.” But as I grew
more confident in my abilities, I was
really grateful for the latitude offered
me by the value of Catholic Worker
anarchism. No one of outside authority, no “Mother House,” no board

of directors, no church official could
tell our house what to do. And for
that matter, no one can tell the Des
Moines Catholic Worker or Jessica
and Ruby what they can or cannot do.
Like Lear’s faithful daughter Cordelia, who was his youngest child and a
speaker of truth despite the consequences, Ruby and Jessica are young
and fearless speakers of truth despite
the consequences, which could mean
decades in prison. I believe that
there is the possibility that Jessica
and Ruby, like the Berrigans, are the
harbinger of future possibilities for
Catholic Workers in the arena of environmental protection, global warming, and alternative energy. Perhaps
their prophetic action will inspire a
new generation of young people and
recruit a whole new ecological force
into the Catholic Worker.
As my wife Catherine and I move
towards our fiftieth year here at the
L.A. Catholic Worker, we do not
seek to leave or retire in the way of
King Lear. And as a former English
major, I am well aware that King
Lear is one of the greatest tragedies
in the English language. So I do recognize that it is a bit pretentious to
compare our situation to King Lear’s.
However, I also recognize that it
would be something of a minor tragedy if we missed the possibility of
insuring the ongoing life of the L.A.
Catholic Worker.
Catherine and I simply want to prepare for our inevitable human fate.
Not so long ago we were a community composed of people over 60 with
little probability of long-term viability. Now we are blessed with the gift
of many young people and we seek
ways to make room for young leadership. We have entered into a process
of discerning what from the past is
essential and what the Spirit of the
contemporary moment calls us to do.
The process is much like the larger
dialogue inspired by the actions of
Jessica and Ruby: How do we allow
ourselves to be inspired by the past
but open to new possibilities? We
can only hope that our efforts will
bear fruit.
W
Jeff Dietrich is a Los Angeles Catholic Worker community member and
editor of the Agitator.
BALDWIN, cont’d from p.5
The truth is, we will never know how
many people die or disappear before
making it across the border.
Death is the ultimate price to pay in
the search for a life without repression and persecution. We need to acknowledge the structural conditions
that forced their journeys. There
must be change in U.S. immigration
policies so there are no more deaths
in the desert, no more families torn
apart, and no more families in detention. Let us look at the detrimental
effects of colonization and U.S.
intervention, and end these practices.
Let us never forget the names and
humanity of those who perished. W
Ken Baldwin is a regular volunteer
at our soup kitchen and a friend to
the community.
ADDESSO, cont’d from p.5
the peninsula and to enact the restoration of a military hotline between
both countries. South Corea also
lifted a travel ban to let government
officials and athletes travel to the
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics. After the long war of words between
Trump and Kim, the POTUS commented that the peace talks were a
“good thing.”
W
Alexandria Addesso is an LACW
community member.

ON
THE LINE
MILITARIZED POLICE
AND BRUTALITY

If you wonder why this nation’s police
departments are so brutal against
certain individuals and groups, besides
systemic racism, another reason most
likely lies in the fact that more than
300 high-ranking sheriffs and police
from agencies large and small—from
New York and Maine to Orange
County and Oakland, California—
have traveled to Israel for seminars in
what is described as counterterrorism
Techniques. These include training on
crowd control, use of force, and surveillance, taught by Israel’s national police,
military and intelligence services.
Many of these trips are taxpayer funded while others are privately funded.
Since 2002, the Anti-Defamation
League, the American Jewish Committee’s Project Interchange and the
Jewish Institute for National Security
Affairs have paid for police chiefs,
assistant chiefs, and captains to train
in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian
Territories (OPT).
As these trips to Israel became more
commonplace, the militarization of
U.S. law enforcement also was driven
by the creation of various homeland
security initiatives and billlions of dollars of surplus military-grade equipment donated to local departments
through the 1033 Program implemented after 9/11.
—alternet.org
FAITH AND RESISTANCE
Each year the Pacific Life Community,
a network of spiritually motivated
advocates for nuclear abolition and

THE

HOUSE

JOURNAL

It has been an unusually warm winter
here in Southern California, the kind
that evokes jealousy in Catholic Workers back east.
I know it has been said before, but it
seems like the comings and goings and
happenings are non-stop here at the
LACW.
In early December we attended the
annual memorial service for the 1,495
folks whose remains were unclaimed
in 2014 from the L.A. County Morgue.
It was a beautiful interfaith service
that included song, poetry, prayers and
blessings. Over the years our friend
and County Hospital chaplain, Fr.
Chris Ponnet, developed the service.
It was good to see a large number of
people attending the service to remember these poor souls.
The fabulous Angel City Chorale
made their seasonal appearance at our
kitchen in December, revivifying all of

human rights, who are committed to
ending nuclear weapons and warmaking through nonviolent direct
action, gather for a three-day faith
and resistance retreat to build community, share experiences, participate
in workshops, and plan a nonviolent
direct action at a local weapons
manufacturer, military base, nuclear
weapons laboratory, or a site where
nuclear weapons are stored or tested.
This year’s gathering will be hosted
by the Nevada Desert Experience and
Las Vegas Catholic Worker. It will be
held from March 2 – 4 in Las Vegas,
centered at the Las Vegas Catholic
Worker. There is no set fee for this
event (food, housing, etc.) but donations are very much appreciated.
For more info, and to view the
schedule and register visit:
pacificlifecommunity.wordpress.com
or call 702-647-0728 or e-mail mail@
lvcw.org if you have questions.
GIRL FORCED INTO GAZA CAGE

Israel also controls the Palestinian
population register, and had recorded
Ghada wrongly as a Gaza resident,
even though she was born, raised, and
lives in the West Bank, while her aunt
lives in Jerusalem.
Despite her anguished protests, she
was forced through the electronic fence
into the cage of Gaza. She was terrified—afraid of being alone, of the dark,
of fences, and of watchtowers. She is
also a child who needs regular medical care, but no Isreali official cared.
Palestinians are viewed as numbers and
bodies rather than human beings.
After being held for two weeks,
she was finally released by order of
a judge and returned to her parents,
who had no knowledge of what had
happened to her the entire time.
Sadly, there is no legal or political
remedy for Palestinians in the tragedies and turmoil they are forced to
endure under the Israeli occupation
forces.
—commondreams.org
RESISTANCE UPDATE

A 14-year-old Palestinian girl who
had never before entered the open-air
prison of Gaza, found herself being
forcefully dumped there by Israeli
officials—alone, at night, and without
her parents being informed.
The terrifying ordeal was just
another routine error. One mishap
among many that day.
This girl, Ghada, who suffers from
epilepsy, was arrrested last month
as an “illegal alien” in her own
homeland for visiting her aunt, who,
although lives a short distance away,
lives under different restrictions.

Mental health counselor, father, and
environmental and climate activist
Michael Foster, 53, who, in October
2016, temporarily halted the flow of
tar sands oil in TransCanada’s Keystone Pipeline by turning off a valve,
appeared in a North Dakota court on
February 5 for sentencing. Facing
a maximum of 21 years in prison,
the court handed him a three-year
sentence, of which he is expected to
serve at least one year.
Before he headed to prison, Foster
called for future actions to address

our spirits with their world-class performance of Christmas music. They
filled the garden with cheer, and our
guests had a great time.
Our Clinic organizer extraordinaire
Ann Boden had the community over
to her new house in Santa Clarita for
a big Christmas party. Everyone loved
seeing her new place and enjoyed the
plethora of cheese and sausage!
Christmas around Hennacy House
is always a treat. With Advent came
our annual Christmas tree trimming and caroling party. Christmas
Eve saw a traditional Jeff Dietrich
shrimp feast and the always-hilarious
secret Santa. Consensus was met that
the best gift was a series of coasters
featuring all of the house cats on them.
Ann and Tom Smet hosted the
community for a New Year’s Eve Eve
party. We may have been a day early
but we partied like it was the 31st. The
actual New Year’s Eve saw the continued tradition of screening When Harry
Met Sally and going to bed after the
ball drops in Times Square.
The Holiday season and New Year
brought a continuous flow of visitors.
Benny made his annual pilgrimage
to the LACW from Ireland bringing with him his friend Charles for
part of his stay. We were happy that
Benny was willing to lead us in a
discussion of Joseph Campbell for
culture critique.
We also had a visit from Kaleb’s
family. The Havens pitched in with
us while they were here, working at
the soup kitchen and doing some special construction projects. We thank
them for spending their vacation with
us.
We entered the world of labor
conflict via the musical Newsies,
complete with sing-along sheets of
music and rip-roaring newspaperbased participatory props.

Alexandria’s mom Fran Addesso
and friend Brian flew to the West
Coast for a week. The two were ecstatic to escape the New Jersey winter
for the unseasonably warm 80+-degree weather of L.A. and its beaches.
Brian was excited for our annual
Super Bowl party and Alex’s mom
was an eager helper at our Friday foot
care.
We were able to meet Sarah’s Uncle
Warren for a few days. Warren is
a farmer who likes to escape the
fridged winters of Ontario, Canada.
He enjoyed his stay and recommended checking out the Mighty
Wurlitzer at Old Town Music Hall in
El Segundo.
Brian Terrell from the Catholic
Worker farm in Maloy, Iowa was in
town visiting his brother Brett and
found the time to stop by for our
Wednesday evening liturgy, and join
us at the kitchen on Thursday. We also
had the chance to briefly meet Jim
from the South Bend Catholic Worker
who was in town for a conference.
Our friends from Olympia, Washington again joined us in January for
two weeks of daily foot care in our
garden. Their presence never fails to
brighten our January from year to year
and the love and care that they give to
our guests’ feet is an example to us all.
Matt’s parents Joan and Bob
Harper graciously hosted the community at their house for movie night.
Mudbound was the official selection,
and Joan treated us to a fabulous meal
including football-shaped guacamole
and fire-grilled chicken.
A contingency of community
members trekked up to Oak View,
near Ventura, to our longtime friends
Ched Myers’ and Elaine Enns’ house
to celebrate the 50th birthday of former LACW Tensie Hernandez,

the global climate crisis. “It doesn’t
matter if I’m sitting in jail. What matters is stopping the pollution,” Foster,
from Seattle, declared. “If other
people don’t take action, mine makes
no difference,” he continued. “And
if they don’t, the planet comes apart.”
Outside the court, Dr. James Hansen—who has been called “the father
of modern climate change awareness” and was barred from testifying
during the trial last year—said the
public is generally unaware of the
need to urgently address the climate
crisis, emphasizing that we are entering “the age of consequences” for
burning fossil fuels. “Michael Foster
isn’t a criminal,” Hansen added, “he
is a hero.” —commondreams.org
MIGRANT DEATHS
The number of migrants who died
near the U.S.-Mexico border rose in
2017 even as the number of attempted border crossings fell dramatically,
according to the United Nations.
Last year, 412 migrant deaths were
recorded in the border region, up
from 398 a year earlier, the International Organization for Migration
said, adding that 16 migrant deaths
had already been recorded in the area
so far in 2018.
Last year, the U.S. Border Patrol
reported apprehending 341,084
migrants along the southwestern border – a 44% drop from the 611,689
migrants apprehended in 2016.
—theguardian.com
On The Line is compiled and
edited by Mike Wisniewski.
now of the Guadalupe, CA Catholic
Worker. We thank God for her many
years of friendship and service.
February brings the end of the football season, which means our annual
Super Bowl party. A couple dozen of
our friends from the Hippie Kitchen
came to the house to watch the
Eagles beat the Patriots. As always,
Ann Mulder hosted and Theo led
the way in the kitchen. We feasted on
guacamole, homemade salsa, a 25lb
beef roast, and more ice cream than
you can shake a stick at.
The Hippie Kitchen garden is
looking good after its annual tree
trimming. Our favorite tree specialists speak to the trees to know which
branches are ready to be removed to
allow sunlight in during the winter
months. We are also happy that our
Hippie Kitchen aviary birds procreated. After weeks of anticipation they
finally emerged from their nests as
cute little fluff balls of joy.
In British Royalty news (not a
topic visited upon within the confines
of this gossip column with much
regularity, for whatever reason),
the official biographers of the royal
family stopped by the soup kitchen
and talked to Catherine and others
recently. It transpires that Prince
Harry’s fiancée, Meghan Markle,
a Los Angeles native, was a sometime volunteer at the Hippie Kitchen
through her high school, Immaculate
Heart. We eagerly await our invitation to the wedding in the mail.
A sincere thank-you to all who
have cooked, cleaned, served, and
loved with us these past months. We
hope to see you at our annual Good
Friday Stations of the Cross and
Seder celebration this spring.
House Journal is written by
Theo Kayser
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A NOTE OF SINCERE GRATITUDE

Every year during the Christmas season the L.A. Catholic Worker is the grateful
beneficiary of our donors’ incredible gifts of donations and support.
Our Christmas season always begins with the St. Paul High School March for
Hunger. For the past 45 years students, faculty, parents, and alumni of St. Paul
High School have been our largest single contributors.
And for many years, St. John Bosco High School students, who are longtime
volunteers at our soup kitchen, do their own fundraisers collecting money, socks,
jackets, and blankets for our guests.
In addition, we can never thank our faithful readership enough for your financial
support and your heartfelt words and prayers, as well as the socks, gloves, canes,
calendars, stamps, and many other items you have donated. We are humbled and
encouraged by your outpouring of support. We offer many blessings upon each and all.

GOOD FRIDAY ANTI-WAR
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

March 30 • 3:00pm
Please join the LACW for our annual Stations of the Nonviolent Cross.
Meet at the Edward Roybal Federal Building - 255 E. Temple St., L.A. 90012

SEDER OF LIBERATION
Sunday, April 8 • 3 to 8pm

Throop Unitarian Universalist Church, 300 South Los Robles Ave., Pasadena, 91101

2018 SACRED PEACE WALK — MARCH 24 - 30

Walk in the footsteps of a long legacy of peace walkers and spiritual
leaders to draw attention to the nuclear dangers that continue to
threaten our planet, and the violent drones that monthly continue to kill people and damage the community of life in the desert.
Please join us in transforming fears into compassion, and apathy
into action during NDE’s annual Sacred Peace Walk from Las
Vegas to the Nevada National Security Site (NNSS).

For registration forms see: nevadadesertexperience.org
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SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:
LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org
1. Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
(323) 267-8789
2. Hospitality Kitchen (aka Hippie Kitchen)
821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
(213) 614-9615

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728 http://lvcw.org
ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304 http://occatholicworker.org
SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420
HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364
KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706
http://catholicworkerhospitalityhouse.org
BEATITUDE HOUSE
267 Campodonico Ave., Guadalupe, CA 93434-1501
(805) 343-6322 www.facebook.com/beatitudehouse
ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410 http://sbcw.org lizaOSB@aol.com
CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER
Ocampo #2 Hostotipaquillo, Jalisco Mexico C.P. 46440
http://casacolibricw.com
011-52 - 386-744-5063 - jmhe76@gmail.com
AMANI HOUSE - NAIROBI, KENYA, AFRICA
mdavidomondi@gmail.com

