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IN OUR PROTESTS WE WERE RIGHT ALL ALONG

Indeed, the Carter Doctrine marked the beginning of the 
United States’ 30-year war for the Greater Middle East. 

For over 15 years, 
we have been 

fighting a no-win 
war with a no-win 

strategy in the 
Middle East. The 

situation reminds us 
nostalgically of 

Secretary of State 
Colin Powell’s 

remarkably sage 
“china shop” advice 
to President Bush: 
‘You break it, you 
buy it.’  It seems as 

though we have 
purchased not just a 
single piece of china, 

but an entire shop 
of china that we 
have proceeded 
to break, one 

piece at a time.

Dear Community,

I was in my cell this morning 
fuming and frustrated at the in-
terruption of my writing time by 
the guard who closed the com-

mon area and ordered us to clean our 
cells for inspection.  As I am sweep-
ing out the cell, I overhear someone 
talking about the war in Iraq, an 
extremely unusual topic in this place.  
It was a new guy, a slim black man 
in his 60s, sitting outside his cell, 
talking to his cellmate inside.
   “You remember,” he said, “we 
went there to find weapons of mass 
destruction; but there weren’t any 
weapons of mass destruction.  That 
is why Colin Powell resigned.  Now 
I don’t mind fighting wars, but if 
you are going to put young people 
in harm’s way then it has to be for 
a good reason.  It has to be for a 
clear and present danger.  It has 
to be for something that everyone 
understands.  If you are going to be a 
leader, you owe people that much.”
I found out later that his name is 
Chester and he served as a Marine 
in Vietnam. I did not talk with him 
at the time, because he reminded me 
that I needed to focus on my own 
attempt to explain the absurdity and 
insanity of why we have continued 
“to put young people in harm’s way,” 
preserving policies and strategies 
that appear to any rational observer 
to produce the exact opposite of our 
stated objectives.  
   In an effort to gain some clarity, 
I have been reading two books, one 
by Noam Chomsky, Who Rules the 
World? and the other by Andrew 
Bacevich, America’s War for the 
Greater Middle East.  Bacevich is a 
retired army colonel and Professor 
Emeritus of History and Interna-
tional Relations at Boston University, 
while Chomsky is Professor Emeri-
tus of Linguistics at MIT as well as 
this nation’s most brilliant and lucid 
public intellectual, who has, for the 
last 50 years, unmasked hypocritical 
U.S. public policy.
   I was hoping that these brilliant 
scholars might be able to explain 
why the leadership of this nation has 
spent trillions of dollars, sacrificed 
thousands of young U.S. lives to say 
nothing of the millions of Afghani, 
Iraqi, and Syrian lives, and bank-
rupted the National Treasury on what 
appears to any rational observer to be 
a sinfully profligate, abject fiasco of

a project.   I just assumed that the 
architects and promoters of this 
project, with the exception of George 
W. Bush, were not stupid.  They were 
educated in the best schools, had train-
ing and experience unavailable to or-
dinary citizens, and they had a secret, 
unstated master plan in which this 
apparent debacle made some sense.
   But no!  It turns out that we were, 
in our unvarnished, unsophisticated 
protests, right all along.  I was in 
and out of this prison three times in 
1991 as we poured gallons of oil and 
pints of our own blood on the steps 
of the downtown Federal Building to 
proclaim: “No Blood For Oil.”
     “As far back as 1980, President 
Jimmy Carter, in response to the 
OPEC crisis, the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan, the Iranian Revolu-
tion, and the subsequent American 
hostage crisis, issued his articula-
tion of what would be known as the 
Carter Doctrine:  “Let our position 
be absolutely clear…Any attempt 
by any outside force to gain control 
of the Persian Gulf region will be 
regarded as an assault on the vital 
interests of the United States of 
America, and as such, an assault will 
be repelled by any means necessary, 
including military force,”…This 
doctrine…inaugurated the U.S. war 
for the Greater Middle East…along 
with external threats such as the 
Soviet Union, it also encompassed 
local ones, such as Iran, Iraq, and 
lesser entities generally referred to 
as ‘terrorists’…The Carter Doctrine 
implied the conversion of the Persian 
Gulf into an informal U.S. Protector-
ate” (Bacevich, 28-29).
   Indeed, the Carter Doctrine 
marked the beginning of the United 
States’ 30-year war for the Greater 
Middle East.  With the fall of the 
Shah, the U.S.-sponsored, brutal dic-
tator of Iran, the Middle East began 
to lose the pliability essential to the 
extraction of oil wealth upon which 
Western industry and commerce 
depend.  The succeeding administra-
tions of Reagan and Clinton at-
tempted to control the region without 
the direct commitment of permanent 
military bases or ground troops.  
And while Bush I did commit 
ground troops, he avoided the Colin 
Powell china shop syndrome:  “You 
break it you fix it” disaster.
   But the forces of the U.S. foreign 
policy elite, in their newly-found role 
of solitary world Super Power, lusted 
to “stabilize” the Middle East with 
a permanent presence of the best 
trained, best equipped army in the 
history of the world. However, it was

Continued on page 2
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WE AS A NATION ARE UNABLE TO ADMIT OUR MISTAKES, 
CUT OUR LOSSES, AND RETREAT

The following article was written 
by Jeff Dietrich during his time in 
federal prison for protesting against 
U.S. imperial wars and our nuclear 
weapons policy.
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WE AS A NATION ARE UNABLE TO ADMIT OUR MISTAKES, 
CUT OUR LOSSES, AND RETREAT

MOLLIE LOWERY - R.I.P.

   Longtime friend of the LACW, 
Mollie Lowery, who was dedicated 
to the wellbeing of the Skid Row 
homeless, placing chronically 
homeless people, specifically those 
with severe mental illness, into 
housing and much needed treat-
ment, joined the heavenly Cloud 
of Witnesses on Monday, July 25, 
after a long struggle with cancer at 
age 70. 
   Mollie was co-founder, in 1985, 
of L.A. Men’s Place, a drop-in 
center for men, which later became 
LAMP Community that offered 
permanent supportive housing, 
counseling, and other services in 
a community environment to the 
mentally challenged of the Row. 

   She later obtained a ranch in 
Bishop, California, in the Eastern 
Sierra’s, where she would take Skid 
Row homeless for some time away 
from the streets and provide them 
with whatever treatment they need-
ed, including hikes in the mountains 
as a form of treatment. Most recently 
she worked as Executive Director 
of Housing Works, in Hollywood, 
strategizing outreach to get homeless 
people into long-term care.
   Mollie was dedicated to each per-
son with whom she worked, treating 
everyone with dignity and respect, 
never giving up, no matter what, 
until she gained their full trust, thus 
enabling her to provide the hous-
ing, critical care, and love needed to 
rebuild their life.  In addition, Mollie 
would hold her clients accountable 
for their end of the agreement. They 
had to set goals and work hard to 
achieve them, and if they backslid, 
they had to answer to her. No one got 
off easy.  
     She was also a strong critic of city 
and county officials for their lack 
of genuine concern for the plight of 
homeless people and their failure to 
provide additional housing and ongo-
ing support for those most in need. 
   Mollie is survived by five brothers 
and sisters. Without doubt she will 
be tremendously missed. 

¡Mollie Lowery, PRESENTE!

MUHAMMAD ALI - R.I.P.

   Muhammad Ali, who was not only 
a legendary sports figure, but also an 
outspoken and dedicated activist as 
well, died on June 3, 2016, at age 74.
   Born Cassius Marcellus Clay, Jr. 
on January 17, 1942, he was a U.S. 
Olympic and professional boxer and 
activist.  At age 22 in 1964, Clay 
changed his legal name from Cas-
sius Clay, which he called his “slave 
name,” to Muhammad Ali, and gave 
a message of racial pride for African 
Americans and resistance to white 
domination during the 1960s Civil 
Rights Movement. 
   In 1966, Ali further antagonized 
the white establishment in the U.S. 
by refusing to be conscripted into the 
U.S. military, citing his religious be-
liefs and opposition to U.S. involve-
ment in the Vietnam War. 

     Ali stated: “War is against the 
teachings of the Qur’an. I’m not 
trying to dodge the draft. We are 
not supposed to take part in no wars 
unless declared by Allah or The Mes-
senger. We don’t take part in Chris-
tian wars or wars of any unbelievers.” 
He stated: “Man, I ain’t got no quarrel 
with them Viet Cong.” Ali elaborated: 
“Why should they ask me to put on 
a uniform and go ten thousand miles 
from home and drop bombs and 
bullets on brown people in Vietnam 
while so-called Negro people in 
Louisville are treated like dogs and 
denied simple human rights?”   
   Civil rights figures came to believe 
that Ali had an energizing effect on 
the freedom movement as a whole.
   In a secret operation code-named 
“Minaret,” the National Security 
Agency (NSA) intercepted the com-
munications of Ali, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and others who criticized 
the U.S. war in Vietnam. 
   In 1971, his fight with Joe Frazier 
provided cover for an activist group to 
successfully pull off a burglary at an 
FBI office in Pennsylvania, which ex-
posed the COINTELPRO operations 
that included illegal spying on activ-
ists involved with the civil rights and 
anti-war movements, including Ali.
   We celebrate his dedication to war 
resistance and to civil and human 
rights activisim.

¡Muhammad Ali, PRESENTE! 

DIETRICH cont’d from p.1

not until the events of 9/11 that 
the Bush II administration had the 
excuse it needed to act.
   “The events of 9/11 created the 
opportunity to act…a principal aim 
of the global war on terrorism was 
to unshackle U.S. military power.  
Doing so, Bush and his principal 
subordinates believed, held the key 
to preserving the ‘American Way 
of Life’ and all it entailed.  From 
the outset, in other words, the war’s 
purposes looked beyond any imme-
diate danger posed by Al Qaeda…
Ultimately the war’s architects were 
seeking to perpetuate the privileged 
status that most Americans take as 
their birthright…Rumsfeld’s very 
first impulse on 9/11 was to frame 
the problem in the broadest possible 
terms”  (Bacevich, 222).
   During the last fifteen years the 
United States invaded Afghanistan 
and then Iraq, claiming first to seek 
and dismantle weapons of mass 
destruction, and then, on the revela-
tion that there were no weapons of 
mass destruction, claiming that U.S. 
troops would bring democracy to 
Iraq and the Greater Middle East, 
despite the fact that throughout the 
world the United States has never 
done anything but replace democ-
racy with compliant dictators.  
Under the thinly-veiled propaganda 
that was believed by an uncritical 
press and a gullible U.S. popula-
tion, the Bush administration spread 
permanent military installations 
throughout the region in an effort “to 
reassure, warn, intimidate, suppress, 
pacify, eliminate, transform, and 
overcome.  They bombed, raided, 
invaded, occupied, and worked 
through proxies of various stripes…
in the name of American might 
addressing the ‘sources of regional 
instability in ways that promote 
international law, limit international 
violence, and encourage the spread 
of democratic government and open 
economic systems.’ The results 
actually produced over the course of 
several decades of trying have never

come even remotely close to satisfy-
ing such expectations, (Bacevich, 
361).
     Elated by the fall of the Soviet 
Union, the end of the Cold War, and 
the elevation of the United States 
to the role of the world’s sole Super 
Power, the Bush administration, 
under the leadership of Dick Cheney 
and Paul Wolfowitz, were eager to 
deploy what they considered the “su-
perior values of a triumphal Ameri-
can system” and the “best trained, 
best equipped army in the history 
of the world.”  Such was their naïve 
faith in the superiority of both of 
these entities that any outcome other 
than a complete victory was un-
thinkable.  The plan was that Iraqis 
would rejoice at their liberation from 
a cruel dictator and welcome their 
American liberators as well as their 
demonstrably superior values.  And 
further, in the wake of a U.S. victory, 
the surrounding Middle Eastern 
nations would spontaneously rise up 
and throw off the shackles of their 
oppression.
     But of course it did not turn out 
that way.  American “liberators” 
were perceived as invaders and 
American values were perceived as 
decadent, depraved, and hypocritical.  
The corrupt puppet governments that 
we set up failed.  The proxy armies 

were worthless fighting forces.  And 
with the rise of ISIS pushing all the 
way to within miles of Baghdad, 
we find ourselves recommitting 
ground troops to the Middle East 
and re-fighting battles like Fallujah 
that U.S. soldiers gave their lives to 
secure in 2004. 
   Our strategies for victory remain 
the same as they were when George 
W. Bush landed his fighter jet on 
board the aircraft carrier USS Abra-
ham Lincoln and declared:  “Mis-
sion accomplished.”  The military 
experts thought that if we capture 
the capital city or kill the leaders, 
we win.  But the fact is that we were 
unprepared for an extended guerilla 
war in which the capture of capitals 
meant nothing and the assassination 
of terrorist leaders only gave rise to 
ever more radical fighters ready to 
step into the void.
   By any criteria, the U.S. invasion 
of the Middle East is an absolute 
abysmal failure.  “Today the prob-
lems besetting the Greater Middle 
East are substantially greater than 
they were when substantial numbers 
of U.S. forces first began venturing 
into the region…Multiple factors 
are involved, among them perva-
sive under-development, a dearth 
of enlightened local leadership, the 
poisonous legacy of European im-

perialism, complications stemming 
from the founding of Israel, deep 
historical divisions within Islam 
itself, and the challenge of reconcil-
ing faith with modernity in a region 
where religion pervades every aspect 
of daily life.  But there is no argu-
ing that U.S. efforts to alleviate the 
dysfunction have failed abysmally”  
(Bacevich, 366-67).
     For over 15 years, we have been 
fighting a no-win war with a no-win 
strategy in the Middle East.  The 
situation reminds us nostalgically 
of Secretary of State Colin Powell’s 
remarkably sage “china shop” advice 
to President Bush: “You break it, you 
buy it.”  It seems as though we have 
purchased not just a single piece of 
china, but an entire shop of china 
that we have proceeded to break, one 
piece at a time.
   Noam Chomsky, in his most recent 
book Who Rules the World? is, if 
possible, even more scathing in his 
critique of what President Bush 
called the “Global War on Terror.”  
“When the war was declared, the 
terrorist targets were confined to a 
small corner of tribal Afghanistan.  
They were protected by Afghans, 
who mostly disliked or despised 
them, under the tribal code of hos-
pitality—which baffled Americans; 
poor peasants refused to turn over 
Osama bin Laden for…the astro-
nomical sum of $25 million.  There 
are good reasons to believe that a 
well-constructed police action, or 
even serious diplomatic negotiations 
with the Taliban might have placed 
those suspected of the 9/11 crimes 
in American hands for trial and sen-
tencing.  But such options were off of 
the table”  (Chomsky, 249).
     The most successful aspect of the 
War on Terror seems to have been 
its ability to spread terrorism itself 
throughout the globe as recent at-
tacks in Paris, Belgium, and the U.S. 
have shown.  Apparently, in strictly 
military terms, it is not possible to 
win a war against an indigenous insur-
gency.  In his book Violent Politics,

Continued on page 6
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WE AS A NATION ARE UNABLE TO ADMIT OUR MISTAKES, 
CUT OUR LOSSES, AND RETREAT

WHY ARE WE STILL IN AFGHANISTAN?
Nearly 15 years and more than $740 billion dollars later, there are few 

genuine successes the United States can claim as validation for its efforts.

The following article is reprinted 
from In These Times, July 11, 2016.

By ELI MASSEY

Last Wednesday, President 
Obama once again delayed 
the withdrawal of U.S. 
troops from Afghanistan. 

Approximately 8,400 troops will 
remain in the country through the 
end of his presidency, he announced, 
rather than the 5,500 he committed 
to back in October 2015. Meanwhile, 
casualties continue to mount: Thou-
sands of Afghan civilians were killed 
in 2015 alone (mostly children).
     It is time to end the longest war 
in U.S. history. Begun less than a 
month after the 9/11 attacks, the war 
aimed to destroy the al-Qaeda net-
work led by Osama bin Laden and 
take out the Taliban government that 
had provided them with safe haven. 
President Bush’s focus, however, was 
anything but narrow: “Our war on 
terror begins with al-Qaeda, but it 
does not end there,” he said shortly 
before the invasion. “It will not end 
until every terrorist group of global 
reach has been found, stopped and 
defeated.”
     Nearly 15 years and more than 
$740 billion dollars later, there are 
few genuine successes the United 
States can claim as validation for its 
efforts. While a U.S. withdrawal will 
not remedy the problems of Afghani-
stan entirely, there is good evidence 
to suggest our continued presence is 
making things worse.
Failed Military Strategies
     This unending, costly war came 
in response to blowback from U.S. 
policies in the region. According to 
the conventional history, we began 
aiding the mujahideen, a loose-knit 
assortment of Afghan Islamist guer-
rilla militants, in 1980, in response 
to the December 1979 Soviet 
invasion. (While Osama bin Laden 
arrived in Afghanistan in 1979 and 
was affiliated with a predominantly 
non-native mujahideen group at 
that time, the CIA maintains it only 
funded and armed indigenous Af-
ghan rebels.)
     The conventional history is 
wrong, at least according to a 1998 
interview with Zbigniew Brzezinski, 
former National Security Advisor to 
President Jimmy Carter. Brzezinski 
told a French weekly that we decided 
to aid the mujahideen six months 
before the Soviet Union invaded 
Afghanistan, in July 1979, know-
ing this could help push the Soviets 
into a Vietnam-style conflict. When 
pressed about whether he felt any re-
gret having provided aid and arms to 
Islamic fundamentalists, Brzezinski, 
three years before the 9/11 attacks, 
responded brusquely: “What is more 
important in world history? … Some 
agitated Moslems or the liberation 
of Central Europe and the end of the 
Cold War?”
       This strategy helped lead to the 
formation of the Taliban govern-
ment, and ironically, now we are the 
ones ensnared in a perpetual, bloody 
and expensive Afghanistan con-
flict—all because of some “agitated 
Moslems.” There are 9,800 reported 
U.S. troops in Afghanistan (poten-
tially more unreported, as there have 
been in Iraq), and with Wednesday’s

announcement, we know that number 
is unlikely to go down through the 
end of Obama’s presidency. While 
the President has formally declared 
that the U.S. is not engaged in a com-
bat role, clashes between U.S. forces 
and the Taliban continue.
     Obama has also embraced drone 
warfare in Afghanistan, with the 
hope of more precise combat. Ac-
cording to the Bureau of Investiga-
tive Journalism, Afghanistan holds 
the ignominious distinction of being 
the “most drone-bombed country in 
the world.”  But to what effect?
Michael Flynn, former Director of 
Intelligence in Afghanistan, had this 
to say: When a strike hits its target, 
“it makes us all feel good for 24 
hours. And you know what? It does 
not matter. It just makes them a mar-
tyr. They get replaced. It just created 
a new reason for them to fight us 
even harder.”
   A study by a U.S. military ad-
viser found that in one year, drone 
strikes in Afghanistan caused 10 
times more civilian casualties than 
manned aircrafts. Leaked govern-
ment documents show that between 
January 2012 and February 2013, 
over 200 people were killed by drone 
in a special operations campaign in 
northeastern Afghanistan—only 35 
of whom were intended targets.
And despite all this, the Taliban con-
trol more of the country than they 
have since we invaded in 2001. It is 
possible that U.S. withdrawal would 
allow the Taliban to take control in 
additional provinces, but there is 
little evidence to suggest our con-
stant military presence is effectively 
holding them off. And the violence 
is only getting worse: More Afghan 
civilians were killed or wounded in 
the conflict this past year than any 
other since the U.N. began record 
keeping in 2009.

Failed Humanitarian Projects     
   Our reconstruction efforts have 
fared little better than our military 
efforts. We have spent over $113 
billion aiding the recovery of this 
country we helped destroy—more 
than was spent on the Marshall 
Project following World War II, even 
adjusting for inflation—and $17 
billion of that was described by Pro-
Publica as “questionable spending” 
in a December 2015 report.
   Some of this was frivolous on its 
face: For example, we spent $150 
million renting luxury housing for 
U.S. Defense Department staff and 
their visitors. But even the more 
substantive programs that should 
have been successful were tangled in 
bureaucracy, corruption and incom-
petence. The Department of Defense 
invested $200 million on a literacy 
program, but no efforts were made 
to “verify students’ language profi-
ciency, evaluate the effectiveness of 
instructions, monitor class size and 
length of instruction, or track gradu-
ates after they completed training,” 
according to a report from John F. 
Sopko, the U.S. Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan Reconstruc-
tion.
     Sopko also reported several 
problems with a nearly $70 million 
agricultural effort—some of which 
was spent on programs that Afghan 
officials say “had been found to be 
ineffective in precursor programs.” 
Another $488 million spent on 
mineral extraction programs was 
similarly ineffective: Some of it was 
marred by corruption, and much of 
it Afghans are unable to continue 
on their own because they lack the 
capacity to regulate the program and 
“research, award, and manage new 
contracts.”
     While there have been some areas 

of improvement in quality of life for 
Afghan children since 2000, such as 
a decline in the child mortality rate 
(although it is still among the highest 
in the world), the effects of the war 
have largely undercut these positive 
developments. Child trafficking, ab-
duction and the use of child soldiers 
have skyrocketed, and child labor 
is rampant. It is not fair to blame 
the U.S. entirely, but the impacts of 
U.S. military intervention have been 
far-reaching—for example, the U.S.-
funded Afghan Local Police militia 
has used child soldiers.
   The 2001 invasion and subsequent 
occupation also undermined the Tali-
ban’s 2000 ban on poppy cultivation. 
In the thirteen years after the U.S. 
ousted the Taliban and the U.S.-
backed Afghan government stepped 
in, opium production doubled.
     As of late 2014, 90 percent of the 
world’s opium supply came from 
Afghanistan. According to Matthieu 
Aikins, a journalist who has fol-
lowed the country’s opium produc-
tion closely, “Everyone is growing it. 
Everyone is profiting. It touches all 
levels of Afghan society, both sides 
of the conflict, the Taliban and the 
government...But the government 
is even more involved.” Despite the 
U.S. having sunk over $8 billion in 
fighting the drug trade, Afghanistan 
is now the world leader in heroin 
production.
     This is not to say that we should 
stop aiding reconstruction projects, 
though clearly we should address 
widespread mismanagement. Rather, 
we must recognize that a U.S. 
military presence and constant war 
undermine humanitarian and recon-
struction efforts. In Afghanistan as 
elsewhere, foreign military occupa-
tion and regime change—even if 
undergirded by the best of inten-
tions—have led to unintended, often 
terrible, consequences.    

   After 15 years of death and de-
struction, not to mention billions 
of dollars down the drain, we have 
to admit the military option is not 
working. Our meddling in Afghani-
stan has not made that country better 
off or the world safer. It is time for 
an orderly but immediate withdraw-
al.  Ω

Eli Massey currently interns at the 
Institute for Policy Studies, where 
he works on Middle East politics; he 
previously was an editorial intern 
at In These Times. His journalism 
work has taken him to India and the 
Middle East. Follow him at 
@EliJMassey
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SOCIETY’S RACIAL WOUNDEDNESS
Ellul believes that people in the U.S. are filled with a sense of “optimistic idealism” that blinds us to the essential violence of our history. He also says 
that reciprocity is one of the characteristics of violence. If we use violence against our foe we should not be surprised if our foe responds with violence.

Black Lives Matter Los Angeles Occupies City Hall East Portico at Day 18 BLM - LA Demands Police Chief Beck Resign or be Fired

TEARING THE VEIL OFF REALITY: VIOLENCE IS THE MEAT AND POTATOES OF U.S. HISTORY FROM THE NATIVE AMERICAN 
GENOCIDE TO THE WAR IN THE MIDDLE  EAST TO THE KILLING OF YOUNG BLACK PEOPLE AND POLICE IN OUR CITIES

Dear Community,
   I woke up this morning to loud 
voices:  “Those liberal fuckers just 
want to ban all of our arms.  They 
are so brainless.”  That is Sheldon’s 
opinion.  He is the regular CO or 
“Correctional Officer” here on 5 
North.  Amazingly, racial tensions 
around here have been pretty much 
tamped down since the shootings 
of five Dallas police officers.  But I 
have noticed a few sentiments surfac-
ing above ground after word of for-
mer Congressman Joe Walsh’s now-
deleted tweet:  “Black Lives Matter 
punks should be on notice that we 
are coming after you.”  I overheard 
one white inmate remark to another:  
“Guess they’ll stop trying to take our 
guns away from us now.”  
   My former cellmate, Wolver-
ine, was arrested for possession of 
firearms.  While fleeing the police, 
he crashed his car into a tree.  Police 
found an assault weapon, a shot-
gun, and a 9mm “glock.”  Back at 
home in his garage, he had a whole 
stockpile of weapons, and he spent 
an evening giving me a lesson on 
how to construct a cannon out of a 
child’s toy.  He describes himself not 
as a Neo Nazi, but a Neo Confeder-
ate.  He claims that there are a lot of 
people like him who hate the federal 
government, and especially hate 
President Obama; they are stockpil-
ing weapons and just waiting for the 
right moment to strike. 
   The black shooter in Dallas stirs 
the Beast of white supremacy to 
raise its head and shake off its hated 
shackles of “political correctness” 
and liberal politeness and awaken to 
its natural state of rage.
   Byron is a white guy whom I 
can only guess suffers from PTSD, 
because he never has a thought that 
does not go directly and unfiltered 
from his brain to his loudspeaker-of-
a-mouth, shared with every person 
in the module.  He is constantly on 
the move, and he never loses at cards 
because, with his lightening quick 
brain, he keeps track of every card in 
the deck, as well as in the hands of 
all the other players.
   Dennis recently overheard an inter-
change between Byron and Richard, 
a black inmate, shortly after the 
news had interviewed participants in 
a post-shooting protest, who spoke 
about the 600,000 “stop and frisk” 
incidents in New York City in 2010.  
87% of those actions were against 
people of color. It began when Byron 
said, “These black people think that 
the police always focus just on them.”
   Richard:  “Have you ever been shot 
by the police?”
   Byron:  “No, but my point is that 
the police don’t just focus on black 
people.”
   Richard: “Have you ever been shot 
by police?”
   Byron:  “No, but I have been 
stopped by the police plenty of times 
and they don’t know me and they 
treat me like shit.  They treat every-
one the same.”
   Richard, angrier, voice rising:  
“Have you ever been shot by po-
lice?”
   “At this point,” Dennis said, “I had 

The following articles were written 
by Jeff Dietrich during his time in 
federal prison for protesting against 
U.S. imperial wars and our nuclear 
weapons policy.

my feet pointed back towards the 
cell.  I thought we were going to 
have a race riot on our hands; but one 
of Richard’s friends stepped in and 
said, “Let it go, man.  It isn’t worth it.”
   On the other hand, Donald Trump 
obviously does think it is “worth it” to 
exploit our festering national wound of 
racism and stand squarely on the side 
of wounded white working-class pride.  
Dispensing with the “political correct-
ness” of an acknowledgement of the 
righteousness and historical roots of 
their anger, he has cavalierly dismissed 
Black Lives Matter concerns, say-
ing:  “An attack on Dallas police is an 
attack on the nation.  This focus on the 
police by Black Lives Matter has got 
to stop.  Police are the only force that 
preserves our civilization.  I am stand-
ing firmly behind the ‘Men in Blue.’  
I am making Law and Order the top 
priority of the Republican Party.”

Dear Community,
   Had an interesting and very illustra-
tive encounter at work today.  Larry, a 
big white guy about 50 years old, was 
back at work today after 30 days in 
the hole.  He was explaining to Dennis 
why he had been in the hole:  “A mon-
key ran up my tree and bit my toe.”
   “I am sorry, I don’t know what you 
mean,” Dennis told him.
   “I had a fight with a black guy.”
   Though Dennis and I were perplexed 
and stunned at this blatant racist state-
ment, I assume that about 90% of the 
white population in here would share 
Larry’s racial bias, and that is exactly 
the same bias that Donald Trump is 
seeking to exploit in the upcoming 
election.  
   As Larry and his white working-
class kin are emboldened by Trump’s 
blatant rhetoric of reactionary racial 
violence, I am reading Jacques Ellul’s 
1967 book titled Violence and find that 
it has a great deal of relevance to our 
current situation.  
   Ellul believes that people in the U.S. 
are filled with a sense of “optimistic 
idealism” that blinds us to the essential 
violence of our history.  He refers first 
of all to the “slow sanctimonious ex-
termination of the [Native Americans], 
the system of occupying the land…
the competitive methods of the leading 
capitalist groups, the annexation of 
California along with…Texas—all of 
this and much besides show that the 
United States has always been ridden 
by violence, though the truth was 
covered over by a legalistic ideology 
and a moralistic Christianity.  Ameri-
cans [believed] that the Civil War was 
an accidental interruption of what was 
practically an idyllic state of affairs; 

actually, that war simply tore the 
veil off reality for a moment.  [But 
the truth] is a tradition of violence is 
discernible throughout United States’ 
history” (Ellul).
   Yes, violence is indeed the “meat 
and potatoes” of U.S. history from the 
Native American genocide, to the war 
in the Middle East, to the killing of 
young black people and police in our 
cities.  The only thing unique about 
the violence in Dallas is that, through-
out our history, most violence has been 
perpetrated by white men, while in 
Dallas it was a black man who acted, 
but a black man trained in Iraq by 
the U.S. military.   Ellul reminds us 
that:  “When a nation trains its men 
as all nations do in the most extreme 
forms of violence in order to prepare 
them for battle, the result is bound to 
be that the whole nation imitates the 
violence” (Ellul).  Thus, in Dallas we 
have a confluence of the two major 
strains of contemporary U.S. violence:  
the Middle Eastern War on Terror, and 
the domestic war on the descendents 
of slaves, Black Lives Matter.

Dear Community
   I woke up this morning to news re-
ports of a shooting in Baton Rouge by 
a black man who had shot five police 
officers, killing three.  In related news, 
police had found a cache of weapons 
and plans, they said, for a campaign 
targeting white police.  They were pur-
suing four black males, two of them 
were 12-years-olds.  
   Ellul says that reciprocity is one of 
the characteristics of violence.  If we 
use violence against our foe we should 
not be surprised if our foe responds 
with violence. “In one way or another, 
their blood cries out and violence will 
seem the only way out.  [Then] it will 
be too late to calm them and create 
harmony” (Ellul).
   Donald Trump’s response to the 
shooting is to blame the violence 
on Black Lives Matter.  Certainly a 
more appropriate response would be 
to apologize for 400 years of black 
chattel slavery and acknowledge our 
complicity in the white oppression of 
African-Americans, and then finally 
establish a slavery reparations commit-
tee that will determine an appropriate 
amount and distribution of a fund that 
would attempt to compensate African- 
Americans for their centuries of toil 
and unremunerated labor that built the 
U.S. economy.  Such an act of recon-
ciliation could be an important step 
towards healing.  
   Yet given the current political cli-
mate, hope for such a response seems 
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RESISTANCE 
AS AN ACT OF CREATION
By KARAN BENTON

When the great tides of 
public protest broke 
thick and loud against 
the Vietnam War I was 

barely awake to the world. Grow-
ing up in a conservative Republican 
family whose bread and butter was 
the space program’s Ranger Series, 
whose father owed his electronics 
executive career to the Navy and 
whose mother owed her comforts 
and security to my father, there was 
little chance of my middle years 
and early adolescent years seeing 
any examples in my family or in the 
circles we kept around us of naught 
but unquestioning patriotism.  It was 
at seventeen, while our part in the 
war was breaking apart, that I finally 
had my first rebellion against the 
family dictates and that was regard-
ing religion. Consequently I often 
feel a great loss in lack of participa-
tion in the resistance of those times, 
a grief of human unawareness, a void 
of voice in the critical hour.  
     I read or view what I can of the 
Vietnam War and try to learn from 
the resistance that sprang up against 
the horrors we left in our empire−
building wake. I recently opened up 
Thich Nhat Hanh’s book of essays 
Love in Action, that awakened me to 
the hearts of thousands of Vietnam-
ese and how they struggled to stop 
the ravaging of their own lives and 
land by outside forces. It was in his 
first essay in the book that I received 
an important word concerning the 
work of the resistance.
     Many Buddhist monks and nuns 
worked hard and sacrificed them-
selves to try to get a Vietnamese voice 
to the outside world, a voice that was 
not supportive of the violence that 
rolled across the land, a voice to tell 
the world that hundreds of thousands 
were neither fighting among them-
selves nor asking for international 
help with such a fight. They were 
instead suffering terribly under a bur-
den of killing and needed the violence 
to stop. Those we thought we were 
liberating were so often victims at 
our hands as we shattered their land 
with bombs, poisoned them and their 
land with defoliant, and burned them 
with napalm.  While the monks and 
nuns, in order to send a truly human 
message, kept a strict discipline of 
neutrality, they were often accused

of being pro-Communist because 
they tried to stop the fighting. While 
practiced only on their own bodies, 
they were accused of being destruc-
tive in their tactics: hunger strikes, 
sitting before advancing tanks and 
self-immolation to show the world 
what was being done to their people 
and to scream above the din of war. 
Were these monks and nuns trying 
wildly to tear down democracy? 
Were they trying to destroy? Thich 
Nhat Hanh says, “no,” not trying to 
destroy but trying to create.
     Resistance as an act to create. 
A simple definition of the word 
resistance is “to oppose.”  If you like 
a dynamic view of world phenom-
ena as I do, you might even add the 
vision of such opposition generating 
heat, as it does in electrical currents.  
In the heart of longtime practitioners, 
resistance is a negation, an emphatic, 
“NO!” to what is advancing upon us. 
What if I add to this the consider-
ation of creating? In my action, what 
am I trying to create?  When I bring 
this consideration into my action, a 
consideration more immediate than 
the general “to make a more just and 
peaceful world,” a new kind of fire is 
lit in my soul.  
     In the Biblical account of life’s 
beginnings the words “formless” 
and “void” were used to describe the 
world. There was darkness and we 
get an inference of chaos as God’s 
Spirit broods upon the face of the 
deep.  Then God begins an act of Re-
sistance. She opposes formlessness 
and chaos, dividing day and night, a 
solidity above and one below, gather-
ing waters from dry land, clarifying 
and sharpening, shaping and defin-
ing, limits and tension. As only God 
could, a harmony somehow emerged 
to be the miracle of this creative 
resistance. The energy and natural 
mechanisms of the world remain em-
ployed in this opposition to entropy.  
     In history, the human spirit broods 
over its own progress. It enters into 
something of a mystification. It tries 
to gather up technology and divides 
it from “primitive naiveté.” It invents 
a false hierarchy and separates it 
from human rabble. It clarifies the 
destined of God and forms a forgot-
ten class. It prioritizes to power: 
defining science or politics or mili-
tary might as the engines that oppose 
social entropy. When we are indoctri-
nated into this history we  are in-

ducted into a grand myth of a creation 
of social order and human progress. 
Because it is drawn to power, this his-
tory cannot separate what is humane 
from what is political. Therefore 
disharmony, disunity, and the break- 
down of order are often named as the 
entropic of those who dissent. 
    However, it is our increasing 
capacity to kill from a distance, 
to mechanize the spirit, to enslave 
with inhumane financial and politi-
cal systems, to incorporate the earth 
and human ability to survive for the 
benefit of the few that should make 
us sit up and notice the void that 
belies the myth.  As a person who 
wants to keep my human spirit and 
the spirit of all I can touch intact, 
I must step out of this history and 
reconsider a different kind of human 
progress. This progress is a distinc-
tion not reliant upon how clever and 
forceful I can be; distinct from the 
endless broiling soup of technique 
we are taught is the matrix of human 
progress. In my dissembling of this 
myth, in my own small brooding over 
a revealed void I oppose. I say my em-
phatic “NO!” in the simple name of 
humanity and not in the name of logic 
or expediency or nationalism. Decision 
makes me step back from the void. 
     Now a powerful new challenge 
confronts me.  If I am constrained 
by Love in my resistance, it is not 
enough to be insular. Then I am a 
bottle simply carried along by the 
broiling formless soup back into the 
void. The fullest response to such a 
void, the sharpest resistance, would 
be to create.  Truth must be divided 
from the dark, humanity uncovered 
from divisiveness. Hearts are to be 
dug out of the clay of delusion, fires 
lit, understanding formed. 
     It is not that I take on miracles 
only the Spirit of God can do, but 
rather I seek the small steps, the ac-
tions that carry with them an intent 
and hope to create. I am after all one 
of many responsible for human prog-
ress, its definition and direction.   
     The example of the Buddhist 
monks and nuns in Vietnam gives me 
a beginning to answering the ques-
tion, “What am I trying to create?”  
When I read the account, I experi-
ence the beauty and sheer pathos of 
these resistors trying to create. As 
they mobilized in the name of love, 
creating awareness of mass suffer-
ing in actions such as sitting silently 
before advancing tanks, they created 
a human face before our eyes of the 
Vietnamese people at a time when 
we were swept up in images of 
jungles and helmets and banners for 
democracy.  Their strict neutrality 
and efforts to speak for all people 
created a common vulnerability in 
the human race.  In their intentional 
sacrificial suffering before tanks and 
under napalm, they tried to create 
flesh out of technological coldness. 
In both their screams of suffering 
and the startling way they remained 
silent when suffering, they tried to 
create a voice to cut through the 
din of gears, guns and bombs. They 
created with intention, with sincerity. 
Small as yet though my actions may 
be, I can begin to grasp what might 
be my part in creating through acts 
of resistance.
     I have a wish list. In my small 
way, I wish to create against expedi-
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By BRENDAN WALSH

For God’s sake.  Tell Pope Fran-
cis.  Tell all the Catholic hierar-
chy.  The women didn’t run.

   When Jesus was arrested and exe-
cuted by the state, his male disciples 
were terrified.  They went into hid-
ing.  They tucked tail and ran.  Some 
even denied they knew the victim.  
The so-called male virtues of cour-
age and bravery were nowhere to 
be found.  Their guts runneth over.  
How, then, did popes come to restrict 
the role of generations of women in 
the Church?  How did males get to 
be on top of a hierarchy that increas-
ingly has little connection to the 
Gospel of Jesus? 

THE 
WOMEN 
DIDN’T RUN

   Happily, not all the disciples 
deserted Jesus during and after his 
brutal murder.  In his book Binding 
the Strong Man:  A Political Read-
ing of Mark’s Story of Jesus, Ched 
Myers highlights a crucial truth.  He 
tells us that three women, Mary of 
Magdala and two others, stuck with 
Jesus in his dying and in his rising.  
Their biggest fear was not the Ro-
man state, but moving the stone from 
the entrance to Jesus’ tomb.
   For too long Catholics have permit-
ted the Vatican to uphold the im-
moral and misguided belief that ordi-
nation to the priesthood was solely 
the right of males.  For too long we 
have permitted those with miters and 
crosiers to step on and over women.
   This sexism should be viewed 
in the same way as we ought to 
view racism.  Which is to say it is a 
“God-damned” thing.  The church 
hierarchy is actually saying that 
women have some defect, that they 
are outsiders, mere objects.  “She’s 
a nobody, just a woman.”  Not fit for 
or worthy of ordination.  Nothing in 
scripture supports such blasphemy 
against God.
   By not allowing women to share 
equally with men in the celebration 
of the Eucharist, the central event of 
Catholic worship, the hierarchy is 
telling us that God made a creative 
error in bringing women into being.  
   When we know that a group or or-
ganization is openly denying African-
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THIS AWARD 
IS NOT FOR  ME
The following is the acceptance speech 
given by Jesse Williams after winning 
a BET award on June 26, 2016.

Peace, peace. Thank you, Deb-
ra. Thank you, BET. Thank 
you Nate Parker, Harry and 
Debbie Allen for participating 

in that.  Before we get into it, I just 
want to say I brought my parents out 
tonight. I just want to thank them for 
being here, for teaching me to focus 
on comprehension over career, and 
that they make sure I learn what the 
schools were afraid to teach us. And 
I also thank my amazing wife for 
changing my life.
     Now, this award, this is not for 
me. This is for the real organizers 
all over the country the activists, the 
civil rights attorneys, the struggling 
parents, the families, the teachers, 
the students who are realizing that a 
system built to divide and impover-
ish and destroy us cannot stand if we 
do. It’s kind of basic mathematics. 
The more we learn about who we are 
and how we got here, the more we 
will mobilize.
     Now, this is also for the black 
women in particular who have spent 
their lifetimes dedicated to nurturing 
everyone before themselves. We can 
and will do better for you.
     Now, what we have been doing is 
looking at the data and we know that 
police somehow manage to deesca-
late, disarm, and not kill white people 
everyday. So what is going to happen 
is we are going to have equal rights 
and justice in our own country or we 
will restructure their function and ours.
     Now, I got more y‘all.  Yester-
day would have been young Tamir 
Rice’s 14th birthday so I don’t want 
to hear anymore about how far we 
have come when paid public servants 
can pull a drive-by on 12 year old 
playing alone in the park in broad 
daylight, killing him on television 
and then going home to make a sand-
wich. Tell Rekia Boyd how it is so 
much better than it is to live in 2012, 
than it is to live in 1612 or 1712. Tell 
that to Eric Garner. Tell that to San-
dra Bland. Tell that to Dorian Hunt.
     Now the thing is, though all of 
us in here are getting money, which 
alone is not going stop this. Alright, 
now dedicating our lives, dedicat-
ing our lives to getting money just 
to give it right back for someone‘s 
brand on our body when we spent 
centuries praying with brands on our 
bodies, and now we pray to get paid 
for brands on our bodies.
     There has been no war that we 
have not fought and died on the front 
lines of. There has been no job we 
have not done. There is no tax they 
have not levied against us and we 
have paid all of them. But freedom 
is somehow always conditional here. 
“You’re free,” they keep telling us. 
But she would have been alive if she 
had not acted so free.
     Now, freedom is always coming 
in the hereafter, but you know what, 
though, the hereafter is a hustle. We 
want it now.
    And let’s get a couple things 
straight, just a little side note—the 
burden of the brutalized is not to

Continued on page 6
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William Polk “reveals a pattern that 
has been replicated over and over.  
The invaders—perhaps profess-
ing the most benign motives—are 
naturally disliked by the population, 
who disobey them, at first in small 
ways, eliciting a forceful response, 
which increases opposition and 
support for resistance.  The cycle of 
violence escalates until the invad-
ers withdraw—or gain their ends 
by something that may approach 
genocide” (Chomsky, 253).
   I am sitting here in Federal Prison 
with no access to fact checking 
on the internet, but it seems to me 
that I remember that the invasion 
of Afghanistan was named opera-
tion “Enduring Freedom”  With an 
estimated death toll that could be 
in excess of 2 million, one wonders 
if operation “Enduring Freedom” 
could possibly “justify” 2 million 
dead, most of them innocent non-
combatants. 
   Today is July 4th.  In an effort to 
celebrate Independence Day, the 
prison is showing the new Star Wars 
film, The Force Awakens.  I think 
that I might be the only inmate in 
the prison who is not sitting staring 
glassy-eyed at the video screen.  It 
is a bit ironic that Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, where I was arrested 
for civil disobedience, was for many 
years the home of a project called 
by President Reagan “Star Wars.”  
An expensive, unworkable under-
taking, it is nonetheless regarded by 
many as the final nail in the Soviet 
system.  
   President Reagan, like most 
people in this nation, understood 
the Star Wars film as a not-so-
thinly veiled allegory with the U.S. 
standing in for the Republic and the 
Soviets playing the part of the Darth 
Vader “Evil Empire.”  Of course, 
we all want to play the good guy 
and project all evil onto the “evil 
other.”  A.S. Hamrah, in a review of 
The Force Awakens in the February 
edition of Harper’s wrote that “the 
unparallel appeal of the Ameri-
can system is bound up with the 
projection of images that combine 
innocence with firepower.”  
   Innocence with firepower:  I can-
not think of a more appropriately 
tragic and demonic description of 
the United States of America.  Even 
with a body count of 2 million and 
a price tag of some 5 trillion dollars, 
we as a nation are unable to admit 
our mistakes, cut our losses, and re-
treat.  Innocence can never admit or 
take responsibility for its own evil.
   Bacevich recognizes that we have 
no military or political leaders that 
are willing to take the heat for de-
feat and that “politicians aspiring to 
high office…find it more expedient 
to ‘support the troops’ (and there-
fore the war) than to question the 
war’s efficacy or to propose alterna-
tive approaches to satisfying U.S. 
objectives in the Islamic World” 
(Bacevich, 368).
   The recent Chilcot Report from 
England does officially indict Tony 
Blair, George Bush, and numerous 
generals and neocons for planning 
“regime change” for Iraq and seven 
other Middle Eastern nations well 
in advance of 9/11.  Unfortunately, 
though this Chilcot Report is an 
official indictment, it is not a legal 
indictment, thus no responsible 
party will ever stand trial. 
   I have spent the last two weeks 
dreading writing this piece on the 
war in the Middle East, largely I 
think because I have found myself 
inadequate to the task of finding the 
words to express an outrage com-
mensurate with the lies and prevari-
cations and trumped up barrels of 
excrement that continue to be ladled 

out to us as rational explanations for 
what has turned out to be a state of 
permanent war.
   We are supposed to be fighting 
for security and the protection of 
the “American Way of Life,” which 
turns out to have nothing to do with 
Due Process, Habeas Corpus, or the 
rights of privacy and security in our 
person, property, and papers.  In the 
name of freedom, we have eviscer-
ated our constitutional rights.  In the 
name of security we have, through 
our efforts, created a terrorist net-
work that raises spontaneous attacks 
from San Bernardino to Baghdad, 
from Paris to Orlando, from Ban-
gladesh to Belgium, and created 
a refugee crisis that is quickly 
dismantling the European Union.  
All for an “American Way of Life” 
that is crass, venal, and has noth-
ing to do with any freedom except 
the freedom to shop.  As William 
Wordsworth noted long ago:  “Get-
ting and spending we lay waste our 
powers.”
   In my efforts to bring my article 
to some reasonable, if not hope-
ful, conclusion, I checked in with 
Chester.  As I said before, Chester 
is a former Marine and does not 
mind fighting wars.  He is a self-
proclaimed “Investment Counselor,” 
convicted for some variety of fraud.  
He is possessed of pleasant features 
and a soft sonorous voice that holds 
your attention.  He has a way of 
dropping names from Goldman 
Sachs to Hollywood production 
companies.  He has a quietly au-
thoritative manner and has begun to 
offer financial counseling advice to 
any interested parties, paying spe-
cial attention to one of our better-
known inmates, the young Conrad 
Hilton.
   While Chester always has a ready 
answer in most all inquiries, he was 
a little at a loss for words, and his 
polished style seemed to revert to 
street parlance with a lot of hand 
motions and stock phrases:  “You 
know what I mean?  You follow me, 
man?”
   “You just can’t expect to have 
the same kind of freedoms that we 
had before 9/11.  This is a different 
world.”
   “We have to have a military to 
protect us from the terrorist threat.”
   “Well, when you ask me about 
Iraq, I think we just line up every-
one who is responsible for getting 
us into this mess.  Everyone who 
lied to us, and take them to court.”
   That is a very reasonable re-
sponse, but a bit idealistic and lack-
ing in the creativity I had hoped for 
from Chester.  
   On the other hand, military his-
torian Andrew Bacevich believes 
that:  “Perpetuating the war for the 
Greater Middle East is not enhanc-
ing American freedom, abundance, 
[or] security.  If anything, it is 
having the opposite effect.  One day 
the American people may awaken 
to this reality.  Then, and only then, 
will the war end.  When this awak-
ening will occur is impossible to 
say. For now, Americans remain in 
deep slumber” (Bacevich, 370).
   I believe that for a long time 
to come we will continue down 
the same futile and bloody path 
we have followed for the last 15 
years, until our appetite for carnage 
is appeased and the U.S. coffers 
are finally emptied, and like the 
former Soviet empire, we gather 
all our tanks and troops and drones 
and march through the devastated 
landscape, load them on planes and 
troop ships, declare “victory” at last 
and go home.
   Yet that day is still in the distant 
future.  Even now, in the wake of 
bloody terrorist attacks in Nice, 
France, we hear Donald Trump

expanding the U.S. failed Middle 
East war strategy.  “We are now 
engaged,” he says, “in a World War 
against terrorism.” We also hear Hil-
ary Clinton concurring:  “Yes,” she 
says, “we are engaged in a World 
War against terror but we must fight 
a smarter war,” echoing Barack 
Obama’s “smarter war” of drone 
terrorism.  
   One begins to believe that the 
inmates have taken charge of the 
asylum.  One of the definitions of 
insanity is the compulsive repetition 
of a failed strategy, each time hop-
ing for a different result.
   We went to war in 2003 to bring 
“democracy” to the Middle East, 
but we have ended up with a failed 
democracy at home: an eviscerated 
constitution, a diminishment of due 
process and habeas corpus, and 
universal eavesdropping and spying 
on U.S. citizens.  The rights we have 
secured for the people in this coun-
try, if not the rest of the world, are 
not democratic rights, but rather cor-
porate rights, if we have the admis-
sion price, to enjoy the “Perpetual 
Entertainment Mall of America.”
   As the insane asylum continues 
to run increasingly amuck, perhaps 
this jailhouse has become a last 
refuge for those who are still awake 
to the consequences of our actions, 
made sane by an ever-wakeful con-
science.  Ω
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nothing short of ludicrous.  We are 
thus left with the response of the 
individual Christian.  Ellul tells us 
that “Christians will be sufficiently 
and completely present in the world 
if they suffer with those who suffer, 
if they seek out with those suffer-
ers the one way of salvation, if they 
bear witness before God and man 
to the consequences of injustice and 
the proclamation of love” (Ellul).  Ω
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ency time. Time to know human 
beings and struggle with solutions 
instead of eliminating threats in a 
millisecond.  I wish to create against 
greed sacredness: space, action, 
relationships cherished as sacred 
to a people. I wish to create against 
moments of accusation and banter 
prayer. Against cleverness−sincer-
ity. Against rage−stillness. Against 
virtual encounter—human touch. 
Against suspicion—embrace. These 
are but a few.
     To crack open change, I need this 
new kind of fire.  Songs, chants, po-
ems and even theatrical pieces were 
also born of these efforts among the 
monks, nuns, and resistors in Viet-
nam and counted by them as part 
of the creation continuum. I would 
call them sweet and enduring fruit.  
When the whole act of resistance is 
an intended act of creation, when 
from the beginning I ask myself, 
“What am I trying to create?”  I am 
forced to shed what Hanh names 
as blind forces of energy to fuel 
my struggle: hate, fear, greed, and 
ignorance. Compassion and love 
become the only sustainable nurtur-
ing agents. These leave me open, 
diligent, humanly watchful. The 
question asked and answered as a 
responsibility is as yet clumsy on 
my tongue; but my hope is that layer 
by layer, as I face phases and even 
new causes for resistance I am 

awakened more and more to the 
world.  Ω

Karan Benton is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community member.

WALSH, cont’d from p.5

Americans or Hispanics or Native 
Americans full participation in com-
munal life, many decide to boycott, 
to picket, to demonstrate, that is 
to act creatively and nonviolently 
against such an injustice.  Since 
the hierarchy has denied women 
the right to fully share the Lord’s 
Supper, perhaps we should consider 
a moratorium on the institutional 
Eucharist.  We would not sit at an 
all-white table.  Why should we sit 
passively at a table that is all male?
   Many Catholic parishes have 
closed or will be closing.  The bish-
ops tell us that the churches have to 
be padlocked because there are fewer 
and fewer parishioners.  There is a 
connection here: there are fewer pa-
rishioners because the people (sensus 
fidelium) see the sham of an all-male 
priesthood.  There are also fewer 
priests.  Meanwhile, many excellent 
women walk our sidewalks and al-
leys.  Eager.  Competent.  Energetic.  
And not running away.   Ω

Brendan Walsh and his wife Willa 
Bickham are the co-founders of Viva 
House Catholic Worker in Baltimore. 
They were our facilitators at this 
year’s annual Sister House Retreat 
in May.

WILLIAMS, cont’d from p.5

comfort the bystander. That is not 
our job, alright.  Stop with all of 
that. If you have a critique for the 
resistance, for our resistance, then 
you better have an established 
record of critique of our oppression. 
If you have no interest, if you have 
no interest in equal rights for black 
people then do not make suggestions 
to those who do. Sit down.
     We have been floating this coun-
try on credit for centuries, yo, and 
we are done watching and waiting 
while this invention called whiteness 
uses and abuses us, burying black 
people out of sight and out of mind 
while extracting our culture, our dol-
lars, our entertainment like oil, black 
gold, ghettoizing and demeaning our 
creations then stealing them, gentri-
fying our genius and then trying us 
on like costumes before discarding 
our bodies like rinds of strange fruit. 
The thing is that just because we 
are magic does not mean we are not 
real.           Thank you.  Ω

Jesse Williams is an actor, model, 
and activist, best known for his role 
as Dr. Jackson Avery on the ABC 
Television series Grey’s Anatomy.

WE AS A NATION ARE UNABLE TO ADMIT OUR MISTAKES, 
CUT OUR LOSSES, AND RETREAT

THE WORKS OF MERCY: 
Feed the hungry; Clothe 
the naked; Give drink 
to the thirsty; Shelter 
the homeless; Visit the 
imprisoned; Care for the 
sick; Bury the dead.

THE WORKS OF WAR: 
Destroy crops; Seize food 
supplies; Contaminate 
water; Destroy homes; 
Scatter families; 
Imprison dissenters; 
Inflict wounds and 
burns; Kill the living.
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CHELSEA MANNING UPDATE

   Hello dear friends! Welcome to your 
bi-monthly peep into the wonderful 
world of 632 North Brittania Street! 
As always, we love your interest in the 
goings-on at the LACW. 
   Summer at the LACW is associ-
ated most delightfully with the annual 
LACW Summer Intern Program. As 
the mercury creeps up in the ther-
mometer, our fun, novelty and spiri-
tual development levels rise with the 
arrival of interesting new interns and 
an influx of special guest Liturgy 
presiders, Bible Study leaders, and 
Culture Critique presenters. 
   This year’s summer crop of interns 
is, as usual, fun and varied. Intern Jef-
fery Harrel is an intrepid bike mes-
senger and student of English hailing 
from Seattle, Washington.  He has had 
excellent service with us and hopes to 
be a teacher.  
     Fluent Spanish speaker and envi-

ronmental cognoscente Shawn Rodine 
hails from Kearney, Nebraska. He is 
a conversational hit at our domestic 
Spanish-speaking guest table, a deep 
well of dry humor and a source of in-
spiration for the house cooks who wish 
to flex their vegan cooking muscles. 
He plans to study for a Master’s de-
gree in Community Regional Planning 
and Environmental Studies in the fall. 
   Gregory Fister joins us from St. 
Louis, Missouri, where he is a volun-
teer at the Karen House Catholic 
Worker in St. Louis. His kind, fun and 
thoughtful presence greatly enriched 
our house and dining garden. He is 
also a gifted linocut artist, perhaps the 
movement’s next Ade Bethune or Fritz 
Eichenberg?  
   Intern Emily Guerra, the young-
est of our group, a high school senior, 
joins us locally from fabulous Eagle 
Rock. She has been an LACW kitchen 
volunteer for some time, and we were 
thrilled when she inquired about be-
ing a summer intern this year. It has 
been a pleasure to have her gentle, 
perceptive, tree-climbing presence in 
our lives over the summer, even if she 
occasionally gets lost on walks due to 
absorption in the beauties of nature. 
   Our final intern for this year is 
Isaiah Ritzmann, a Canadian Ana-
baptist from Ontario with a penchant 
for Quaker meetings and theologi-
cal literature, and a weakness (or is 
it strength?) for church libraries and 
used theological bookstores. He re-
gales us with edifying and incisive 
theological and church historical 
musings while faithfully serving our 
friends downtown, and has hopes to 
strengthen a Catholic Worker pres-
ence in Canada in the future. 
   All of our interns have been faithful 
workers at our soup kitchen, gamely 
chopping lettuce, scrubbing dirty sur-
faces, and serving food for our guests 
downtown, as well as interacting kindly 

with our medley of Hennacy House 
denizens. They can often be found in 
conversation with our guests, pausing 
from pouring water and wiping tables 
in the dappled shade of our dining 
garden picnic tables. It has been great 
to meet them all! 
   We have also been gifted with many 
great summer program speakers, who 
edified interns and community mem-
bers alike. This summer’s roster in-
cluded LACW longtime friends Larry 
Holben, Ched Myers, Donald Nollar, 
Sam Yergler, Seth Castleman and 
Elizabeth Griswold, and Ron Kaye. 
Larry spoke about foundational Catho-
lic Worker theory and theology. Ched 
spoke about Biblical interpretation and 
also about the direct links between 
white supremacy, ecological crisis, and 
nuclear Armageddon. Donald gave us 
a musical, song-laden history of social 
justice and of his involvement in the 
Catholic Worker. Sam told us about 
his anti-drone activities in Arizona 
and his “peace drone” action at an air 
show. Seth and Eliz, along with their 
daughter Lilah, presided over a fabu-
lous liturgy and also gave us a thought-
ful study on the phrase “Here I am” in 
the Christian/Hebrew scriptures. Our 
lawyer friend Ron Kaye will be our 
final speaker for the program.
   We will end the summer program 
with our traditional trip up to Vanden-
berg Air Force Base on the anniver-
saries of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
bombings, to protest the government’s 
ongoing war-making and nuclear 
weapons policy.
   Other activities that coincide with 
the summer program involve various 
festive occasions. Mary Nalick had us 
over for a fabulous pool party, which 
involved some water-based basketball, 
Jenga, and music by former community 
members Theo and Alecia. Dr. Rich 
Meehan also hosted an excellent pool 
party, with a Mexican feast including 

handmade tortillas as well as ample 
watery diversions. A big THANK 
YOU to both for the wonderful parties 
for Catholic Workers, friends, volun-
teers and interns!
     We also had three summer picnics for 
our friends from downtown at Whittier 
Narrows Park. Our guests valued the 
chance to get away from downtown for a 
while and relax in the shade by the lake.   
   Our interns also had a tour of Skid 
Row from General Dogon of down-
town justice organization, LA CAN, a 
chance to experience Arlington West 
peace memorial, and a resistance 
round table. There was also a front-
yard Chinatown BBQ hosted by former 
community member Rebecca Casas 
and Nathan Sheets, and the second 
L.A. Catholic Worker Prom. The prom 
committee put together a fabulous 
in-house soiree involving music, 
decorations and pizza. House guests, 
workers and interns joined in the danc-
ing, with special guest appearances 
by Hazel and Jesse Pilolla, tire-less 
dancers who stole the show. Karan 
Benton was crowned Prom Queen 
by popular acclaim, her elbow-length 
ruched purple evening gloves perfectly 
accenting her classic black gown, and 
Jeff Dietrich was crowned Prom King 
in absentia, such is his reach. We think 
of him often during his final month 
in federal prison and look forward 
to having him home soon. David 
Omondi was released from prison in 
June and has been with us at the house 
and kitchen, contributing greatly to the 
community work. 
   We thank all of our wonderful, dedi-
cated, and generous supporters, with-
out whom we could not carry on with 
our work that brings much joy and 
happiness to the lives of our friends 
downtown, and in our lives as well. 

On July 5, 28-year-old transgender 
soldier Chelsea Manning was taken 
from her military prison cell in Fort 
Leavenworth Prison to a hospital as a 
result of a failed suicide attempt. 
   The feeling of standing alone against 
the government made imprisoned 
whistleblower Chelsea Manning “give 
up on trying to live any more,” she said 
in a 2015 interview published after her 
suicide attempt. 
   She is serving a 35-year sentence for 
leaking thousands of State Department 
files to WikiLeaks while she was in 
the military.
   “I am always afraid ... I am still 
afraid of the power of government,” 
Manning said in an interview with 
Amnesty International. “Governments 
have so much power, and a single per-
son often does not. It is very terrifying 
to face the government alone,” she said.
   The ACLU reports that due to her at-
tempted suicide, she could face addition-
al charges including “resisting the force 
cell move team;” “prohibited property;” 
and “conduct which threatens.”  The 
punishment could include, “indefinite 
solitary confinement, reclassification 
into maximum security, and an addition-
al nine years in medium custody. They 
may negate any chances of parole.”
   Letters and cards of support and 
encouragement can be sent to her ad-
dressing exactly as follows: 
Chelsea E. Manning  89289 
1300 North Warehouse Road 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 66027-2304
          —antiwar.com

DIABLO CANYON
TO SHUT DOWN

Recently Pacific Gas and Electric 
(PG&E) proposed to withdraw its 
application for license renewal for the 
two reactors at Diablo Canyon nuclear 
power plant on California’s central 
coast. The current licenses expire in 
2024 and 2025.
   PG&E’s proposal secures a date cer-
tain for the final shutdown of the last 
remaining nuclear plant in California.
   Under the agreement, PG&E will re-
place the nuclear energy from Diablo 
Canyon solely with renewables: solar, 
wind, wave, and geothermal energy.
   Every day that Diablo Canyon is 
online, PG&E jeopardizes the safety 
of the community and environment 
since it sits near an earthquake fault 
line, hence vulnerable to earthquake 
damage.  For more info visit: 
—sanluisobispo.com/news/local/
article84993992.html

WIKILEAKS RELEASES 
DNC AND CLINTON E-MAILS

Wikileaks recently announced that it 
had received nearly 20,000 e-mails 
stolen from the Democratic National 
Committee by unnamed hackers. 
   Julian Assange told CNN that it is 
what is in the e-mails that is impor-
tant, not who hacked them.   
   Democratic Party officials were us-
ing the specter of Russian involvement 
to distract from the content of the 
e-mails, which have had tumultuous 

affect on the party, including the oust-
ing of DNC Chair Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz.
   “It raises questions about the 
natural instincts of Clinton that when 
confronted with a serious domestic 
political scandal, she tries to blame 
the Russians, blame the Chinese, et 
cetera,” Assange told CNN.
“Because if she does that while in gov-
ernment, it could lead to problems,” he 
added. 
   Assange also said that DNC servers 
have been riddled with security holes 
for years and many sets of documents 
from multiple sources are now in pub-
lic hands as a result.           —cnn.com

KATYA KOMISARUK 
DOCUMENTARY

A 1997 documentary—First Strike-
Portrait of an Activist—detailing 
Katya Komisaruk’s disarmament 
action (White Rose Action) of a 
Navstar, global positioning satel-
lite computer at Vandenberg AFB is 
available free to the first 20 Agitator 
readers who ask for a copy. The docu-
mentary includes her background as 
an activist and subsequent trial. Her 
disarmament action was named after 
Hans and Sophie Scholl’s White Rose 
Movement of WWII Germany.
Contact Robin Doyno:
rdoynophoto@ca.rr.com or write to
P.O. Box 143, Palos Verdes Estates, 
CA 90274.

NOTEWORTHY

Estimated number of U.S. children 
responsible for the caretaking of a 
family member: 1,400,000
Portion of U.S. citizens who favor re-
placing the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
with a single-payer system: 3 of 5
Portion of U.S. teenagers who believe 
they are addicted to their mobile de-
vices: 1 of 2
Amount for which George Zimmer-
man auctioned the gun used to kill 
Trayvon Martin: $250,000
Percentage of Chinese who would 
allow a refugee to live in their own 
home: 46   Of people in the U.S.: 15
Number of successive years that the 
U.S. suicide rate has increased: 15
Cost of a new high school football 
stadium approved this year by a Texas

GREGORIAN CHANT 
VESPERS

You are invited to join us for Gre-
gorian Chant Vespers celebrating 
the feast of St. Bartholomew on 
Tuesday, August 23, at 7pm. This 
will mark our ten year anniversary 
of LACW Gregorian Chant group.
632 N. Brittania St., L.A. 90033

school district: $62,800,000
Estimated portion of U.S. public swim-
ming pools that are in violation of 
health and safety regulations: 4 of 5

            —Harper’s Index, June 2016
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SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:
LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org 
 1.  Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
        632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
       (323) 267-8789
  2.  Hospitality Kitchen
        821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
       (213) 614-9615
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728
ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304
SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420
HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364
PETER MAURIN CATHOLIC WORKER
1149 Crestwood St., San Pedro, CA 90732
(310) 831-3480
KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706
BEATITUDE HOUSE
267 Campodonico Ave., Guadalupe, CA 93434-1501
(805) 343-6322
ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410 — lizaOSB@aol.com 
HIGH DESERT CATHOLIC WORKER
21020 Standing Rock Ave. Apple Valley, CA  92307
(760) 247-5732  -  sbremser@verizon.net

CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER 
Ocampo #2 Hostotipaquillo, Jalisco Mexico C.P. 46440
www.casacolibricw.com
011-52 - 386-744-5063  -  jmhe76@gmail.com
AMANI HOUSE - NAIROBI, KENYA, AFRICA
mdavidomondi@gmail.com

BURDOCK HOUSE
2444 Chase St., Anderson, IN 46016
317-652-6109 -  burdockhouse@gmail.com

THANK YOU
Your generous donations made our annual summer picnics a rousing success.
We rented buses and took 150 of our friends from Skid Row on picnics at 
Whittier Narrows Park, where we served them hot dogs and burgers, chili, chips,
potato salad, watermelon, cookies, lemonade, and ice cream. They played chess, 
dominoes, cards, tossed a frisbee, football, and soccer ball, or just relaxed be-
side the lake. All had a wonderful time and expressed their deepest gratitude.  
See photos on our website under the Summer Program post.  Many blessings.  

INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC WORKER GATHERING
October 7–9, 2016 • Las Vegas, Nevada

Catholic Worker houses from across the country and beyond as well as 
their volunteers and supporters are welcome to attend this grand event. 
It has been five years since the last gathering in Las Vegas when over 
300 people attended.  There is a wide variety of presentations and 
discussions available from which to choose. There is no fee for this event 
(food, housing, etc.), however, donations are very much appreciated. 
For more info, schedule, and registration please visit the Las Vegas 
Catholic Worker website: http://lvcw.org/gathering2016.htm  Thank you.

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THE

Round Table Discussions • Prayer • Poetry and Story Telling • Music and Dancing • Liturgy • Nevada 
National Security Site (Formally Nevada Nuclear Test Site) and Creech Air Force Base Civil Disobedience Actions

A NEW BOOK BY TONI FLYNN
Longtime friend of the LACW, as well as a writer, peace activist, and Benedictine Oblate, has a new book now available

EACH OTHER’S ANGELS 
Practicing Personalism as a Catholic Worker Tradition

Wipf and Stock Publishers • 541-344-1528 • Orders@wipfandstock.com
ISBN: 9781498205337 – Pages: 158 – Retail Price $21. – Web Price $16.80

C A T H O L I C
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