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REJECTING THE MARKET SYSTEM

GLOBAL
INEQUALITY

CLEANING HOUSE
Humanity is called to recognize the need for changes of lifestyle, production, and consumption, 
in order to combat this warming or at least the human causes which produce or aggravate it.

FOR THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT

There are people in our community 
who think Pope Francis is just a 
Vatican PR “flack.” If he really be-
lieves his rhetoric, why does he not 
sell the Vatican and all of its art 
treasures and give the money to 
the poor? However, most of us 
have seen, in our lifetime, such 
a long succession of revisionist 
popes that we rejoice to finally hear 
the gospel word of God’s love for 
creation, the earth, animals, and the 
human body, as well as a critique of 
capitalism, consumerism, and the 
technological mindset, proclaimed 
from the diadem of Peter.  Some 
of us did not expect to hear such 
words of hope in our own lifetime 
or even the lifetime of our grand-
children or their children. We take 
comfort, as well as discomfort, in 
Catholic Republican presidential 
candidates who awkwardly attempt 
to rectify Christianity and capital-
ism. We present herein the words 
of our beloved Pope Francis on the 
care of our planet.

Pollution and Climate Change
20. Some forms of pollution are 
part of people’s daily experience. 
Exposure to atmospheric pollutants 
produces a broad spectrum of health 
hazards, especially for the poor, and 
causes millions of premature deaths. 
People get sick, for example, from 
breathing high levels of smoke from 
fuels used in cooking or heating. 
There is also pollution that affects 
everyone, caused by transport, 
industrial fumes, substances which 
contribute to the acidification of soil 
and water, fertilizers, insecticides, 
fungicides, herbicides and agrotoxins
in general. Technology, which, linked
to business interests, is presented as
the only way of solving these prob-
lems, in fact proves incapable of 
seeing the mysterious network of 
relations between things and so 
sometimes solves one problem only 
to create others.

Climate as a Common Good
23. The climate is a common good, 
belonging to all and meant for all. 
At the global level, it is a complex 
system linked to many of the es-
sential conditions for human life. 
A very solid scientific consensus 
indicates that we are presently wit-
nessing a disturbing warming of the 
climatic system. In recent decades 
this warming has been accompanied 
by a constant rise in the sea level 
and, it would appear, by an increase 
of extreme weather events, even if 
a scientifically determinable cause 
cannot be assigned to each particular 
phenomenon. Humanity is called to   

recognize the need for changes of 
lifestyle, production and consump-
tion, in order to combat this warming 
or at least the human causes which 
produce or aggravate it. 
III Loss of Biodiversity 
32. The earth’s resources are also 
being plundered because of short-
sighted approaches to the economy, 
commerce and production. The loss 
of forests and woodlands leads to the 
    loss of species which may consti-
     tute extremely important resources
    in the future, not only for food but  
     also for curing disease and other 
      uses. Different species contain 
      genes which could be key re- 
    sources in years ahead for meeting 
    human needs and regulating envi-
    ronmental problems. 
Decline in the Quality of Human 
Life and the Breakdown of Society
44. Nowadays, for example, we are 
conscious of the disproportionate 
and unruly growth of many cities, 
which have become unhealthy to 
live in, not only because of pollution 
caused by toxic emissions but also as 
a result of urban chaos, poor trans-
portation, and visual pollution and 
noise. Many cities today are huge, 
inefficient structures, excessively 
wasteful of energy and water. Neigh-
bourhoods, even those recently built, 
are congested, chaotic and lacking in 
sufficient green space. We were not 
meant to be inundated by cement, 
asphalt, glass and metal, or deprived 
of physical contact with nature. 
Global Inequality
49. It needs to be said that, generally 
speaking, there is little in the way of 
clear awareness of problems which 
especially affect the excluded. Yet 
they are the majority of the planet’s 
population; billions of people. These 
days, they are mentioned in inter-
national political and economic 
discussions, but one often has the 
impression that their problems are 
brought up as an afterthought, a 
question which gets added almost out 
of duty or in a tangential way, if not 
treated merely as collateral damage. 
Indeed, when all is said and done, 
they frequently remain at the bottom 
of the pile.                                       
Wisdom of the Biblical Accounts
67. We are not God. The earth was 
here before us and it has been given 
to us. This allows us to respond to 
the charge that Judaeo-Christian 
thinking, on the basis of the Genesis 
account, grants man “dominion” 
over the earth (cf. Gen 1:28). This 
has encouraged the unbridled 
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CLEANING HOUSE

David Omondi (center) with Maasai youth and workers

After five years with the L.A. Catho-
lic Worker, David Omondi returned 
to his native Kenya in 2013 where 
he started the first Catholic Worker, 
Amani House (Peace House), on 
that continent.  David’s long-term 
intention is to found a Catholic 
Worker farming community on the 
land.  His first efforts have been to 
bring water to the drought-parched 
land of the Masaai people who live 
around his land.

By DAVID OMONDI

Finally rain has fallen on the 
parched landscape of the 
western reaches of Kajiado 
District, not far from Kenya’s 

capital city of Nairobi.  Kursai, a 
Maasai elder and chairman of the 
water committee in the community 
of Ilgaroj, says that they have gone 
five years without seeing real rain 
in this part of the Great Rift Valley.  
“Tunapatanga manyonyi, manyonyi, 
lakini ile mvua ya kweli hatuja ona 
kwa miaka mitano,” he says in spo-
ken Swahili (“We get a few sprin-
klings, but we have not had a rainy 
season for five years). Thanks in no 
small part to that pesky phenomenon 
half of this country still will not ac-
cept as reality, global warming, yet 
weather patterns in East Africa have 
become more and more unpredict-
able over the last twenty years.  Light 
drizzles have provided temporary but 
inadequate relief to the arid plains, 
and this is the first time in five years 
that it has actually rained enough to 
fill streams and dams and restore the 
countryside to its verdant splendor.
   Livestock such as cattle, goats, 
and sheep are the primary source of 
income for the Maasai.  Livestock 
serves as a social utility and plays an 
important role in the Maasai economy.
Livestock are traded for other live-
stock, cash, or livestock products 
such as milk and ghee.  Individuals, 
families, and clans establish close 
ties through giving or exchange of

First L.A. Catholic Worker Sister House 
In Africa Brings Water To The People 

COME TO THE WATER 

POPE cont’d from page 1

cattle.  “Meishoo iyiook enkai inkishu 
o-nkera” goes a Maasai prayer: 
“May the Creator give us cattle and 
children.”  Cattle and children are the 
most important aspect of the Maasai 
people.  Kursai’s family, like many 
in the area, have lost about two thirds 
of their cattle during the drought, all 
having perished from starvation.
   Growing up next to one of the big-
gest slums in the world, the Kibera 
slum in Nairobi, there has always 
been a tug in my soul to be present to 
that inequality and to do some kind 
of something to enhance the well 
being of the marginalized.  When our 
family happened upon a piece of land 
in Maasai territory, not far from the 
city, new possibilities opened up.  We 
committed a portion of that land to 
be used for service in perpetuity—a 
tithe if you will, or an offering of

first fruit.  Thanks to many of you 
who read the Agitator, I have been 
able to raise money to successfully 
drill a borehole (a deep water-well) 
and so begins a hospitality and per-
maculture project sharing water with 
the Maasai and, somewhere down 
the road, growing food to share with 
inner-city slum residents.
   It has by no means been easy. 
After lengthy negotiations with the 
drilling contractor, they began work 
on the borehole in May last year.  A 
geological survey indicated that we 
would strike water after around 100 
meters—alas this was not the case.  
Water was struck at 315 meters and 
the final depth of the borehole stands 
at 330 meters.  With the added depth 
and necessity of a powerful submers-
ible pump at 270 meters, the cost of 
completing the borehole increased

significantly, to about three 
times what we had anticipated.  
Many thanks to all of you who have 
supported this project so far.  The in-
stallation of the pump was completed 
in March of this year, and the final 
payment was submitted this week!
   Considering the added expense and 
the fact that several attempted bore-
holes in the area have come up dry, 
it is an enormous blessing to have 
successfully completed the well.  
The families in the immediate vicin-
ity insist that it is their prayers and 
God’s favor on our endeavors that 
have ensured a favorable outcome.  
Maasai women trek long distances 
fetching water and carrying it to their 
home-steads on their backs in six-
gallon containers.  Although we still 
do not have electricity and as such 
cannot yet pump water regularly, 
the contractors used their genera-
tor to fill a few small tanks—about 
1,000 gallons in total—which have 
provided a little bit of respite for 
Kursai’s family and a few others who 
live close by.  Although water and 
pasture are in plentiful supply at the 
moment, having a source of water so 
close to home during the preceding 
drought has been a benefit to some 
in the community, and has elicited 
strong hope that the future will bring 
greater abundance.
   Thankfully, the electric lines being 
installed in the community tap power 
directly from a wind farm and a geo-
thermal plant, so no further fossil 
fuels will be burned in the extraction 
of water.  Considering California’s 
water woes, perhaps some of you 
might be inspired to move to Kenya!  
Kursai wanted me to be sure to con-
vey his gratitude in Maasai–“Ashe!” Ω 

If you would like to help David, do-
nations to the Kenya project may be 
made by sending a check made out to 
the LACW, with the notation, “Kenya 
project.”  Thank you. Blessings.

exploitation of nature by painting 
him as domineering and destructive 
by nature. This is not a correct inter-
pretation of the Bible as understood 
by the Church.      
Mystery of the Universe
78. At the same time, Judaeo-Chris-
tian thought demythologized nature. 
While continuing to admire its 
grandeur and immensity, it no longer 
recognizes nature as divine. In doing 
so, it emphasizes our human respon-
sibility for nature.  The Common 
Destination of Goods

The Common Destination of Goods
93. Whether believers or not, we 
agreed that the earth is essentially a 
shared inheritance, whose fruits are 
meant to benefit everyone. For believ-
ers, this becomes a question of fidel-
ity to the Creator, since God created 
the world for everyone. Hence, every 
ecological approach needs to incorpo-
rate a social perspective which takes 
into account the fundamental rights 
of the poor and the underprivileged. 
The principle of the subordination 
of private property to the universal 
destination of goods, and thus the 
right of everyone to their use, is a 
golden rule of social conduct and 
“the first principle of the whole ethi-
cal and social order”. The Christian 
tradition has never recognized the 
right to private property as absolute 
or inviolable, but has stressed the 
social purpose of all forms of private 
property. Saint John Paul II forcefully 
reaffirmed this teaching, stating that 
“God gave the earth to the whole hu-
man race for the sustenance of all its 
members, without excluding or

made both small and great” (Wis 
6:7), and “he makes his sun rise on 
the evil and on the good” (Mt 5:45). 
This has practical consequences, 
such as those pointed out by the bish-
ops of Paraguay: “Every campesino 
has a natural right to possess a rea-
sonable allotment of land where he 
can establish his home, work for sub-
sistence of his family and a secure 
life. This right must be guaranteed 
so that its exercise is not illusory but 
real. That means that apart from the 
ownership of property, rural people 
must have access to means of techni-
cal education, credit, insurance, and 
markets.” 
The Globalization of the Techno-
cratic Paradigm
106. The basic problem goes deeper: 
it is the way that humanity has taken 
up technology and its development 
according to an undifferentiated and 
one-dimensional paradigm. This 

Continued on page 6

favouring anyone”. These are strong 
words. He noted that “a type of 
development which did not respect 
and promote human rights – personal 
and social, economic and political, 
including the rights of nations and of 
peoples – would not be really worthy 
of man”. He clearly explained that 
“the Church does indeed defend the 
legitimate right to private property, 
but she also teaches no less clearly 
that there is always a social mortgage 
on all private property, in order that 
goods may serve the general purpose 
that God gave them”. Consequently, 
he maintained, “it is not in accord 
with God’s plan that this gift be used 
in such a way that its benefits favour 
only a few.” This calls into serious 
question the unjust habits of a part of 
humanity.                                       
94. The rich and the poor have equal 
dignity, for “the Lord is the maker of 
them all” (Prov 22:2). “He himself

paradigm exalts the concept of a sub-
ject who, using logical and rational 
procedures, progressively approaches 
and gains control over an external 
object... Human beings and material 
objects no longer extend a friendly 
hand to one another; the relationship 
has become confrontational. This 
has made it easy to accept the idea of 
infinite or unlimited growth, which 
proves to be attractive to economists, 
financiers and experts in technology.

III THE CRISIS AND EFFECTS OF 
MODERN ANTHROPOCENTRISM           
116. Modernity has been marked by 
an excessive anthropocentrism, which 
today, under another guise, contin-
ues to stand in the way of shared 
understanding and of any effort to 
strengthen social bonds. The time 
has come to pay renewed attention 
to reality and the limits it imposes; 
this in turn is the condition for a 
more sound and fruitful develop-
ment of individuals and society. An 
inadequate presentation of Christian 
anthropology gave rise to a wrong 
understanding of the relationship be-
tween human beings and the world. 

The Need to Protect Employment           
128. We were created with a voca-
tion to work. The goal should not be 
that technological progress increas-
ingly replace human work, for this 
would be detrimental to human-
ity. Work is a necessity, part of the 
meaning of life on this earth, a path 
to growth, human development and 
personal fulfilment. Helping the poor 
financially must always be a provi-
sional solution in the face of pressing 
needs. 
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FOR THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT

INTERVIEW WITH ERIC ANGLADA

CATHOLIC WORKER FARMER
What is important about this encyclical is that over and over again he stressed how deeply connected ecology 
and society are.  We are intertwined, and the common good includes all of creation, not just the human sphere.

Eric Anglada and his wife Brenna 
Cussen Anglada live with three 
other families at New Hope Catholic 
Worker Farm near Dubuque, Iowa.  
Eric has been a powerful witness for 
the Catholic Worker farm movement 
through his writing and workshops.

Agitator: I am interested in your 
reflections as a Catholic Worker 
farmer on Pope Francis’ environ-
mental encyclical. But first, could 
you tell our readers about your back-
ground in agriculture?
Eric: I certainly did not have an ag-
ricultural background growing up; I 
was a suburban kid from outside of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  I have 
been a Catholic Worker for 13 years.  
I got my start at the St. Jude Catholic 
Worker House in Champaign, Illi-
nois.  They do hospitality for home-
less women and children.  Then I 
moved to eastern Iowa, not far from 
the Mississippi River, where I have 
lived at New Hope Catholic Worker 
Farm for the past seven years.  
   It has been a learning process.  We 
are engaged in small-scale subsis-
tence agriculture.  I do not really 
consider myself a farmer, per se, but 
more of what some permaculturists 
call a garden-farmer.  We have large 
gardens and we have a variety of 
animals, including cows, chickens, 
and bees, and we try to live simply 
on the land.  Probably over half of 
our diet comes from the land.  We 
have solar panels at the farm and are 
engaged in a variety of subsistence 
activities.  We spend a lot of time 
cooking and gardening, among other 
good stuff.
Agitator: I believe you call yourself 
an “agronomic university.”  What 
does that mean?
Eric: The phrase “agronomic uni-
versity” comes from Peter Maurin 
who originally envisioned the Catho-
lic Worker movement as a network 
of communities rooted on the land—
with a presence in urban areas, but 
whose heart and center was rural.  
He called his vision of these farming 
communities “agronomic universities,” 
where people could blend cult, cul-
ture, and cultivation, which for him 
translated as prayer, study, and labor.  
   So, for the past six or seven years 
we have held a number of workshops 
ranging from an afternoon to five-
day-long seminars in which we com-
bine those three things.  We begin 
the day with meditation/prayer in the 
morning; we spend about half the 
day in discussion around a variety of 
topics, for example on ecology and 
economics and technology; then we 
also spend half of the day working 
the land, skill-sharing, preserving 
and canning foods, working with our 
hands.
Agitator: When I started out in the 
Catholic Worker, the city houses 
were the mainstay and that is still 
true today.  I considered the farms a 
bit of a sideline and thought that Pe-
ter Maurin was a bit of an eccentric.  
Now farming seems to have taken 
off in a new, one way that appeals to 
a whole new younger generation.  
Eric: The Catholic Worker, at least 
in the Midwest, is becoming highly 
interested in the ecological aspect of 
the movement, and virtually every 
community in the Midwest is doing 
gardening or composting or raising 
chickens, and they are really con-

cerned about getting healthier food 
to the poor.  A lot of folks are trying 
to find their way to the land and so 
Catholic Worker farms have grown 
in number.  I estimate there are now 
about two-dozen Catholic Worker 
farms around the world.  In the last 
few years there have been two CW 
farm gatherings here in the Midwest.  
Last winter, we gathered in Luck, 
Wisconsin, and I think it was in 
2013, we gathered here in Dubuque, 
Iowa, and those gatherings brought 
about 65 people together.  I will 
never forget Chris Montesano, who 
had been farming at Sheep Ranch 
CW farm in northern California for 
several decades, who was literally 
brought to tears looking at a room 
full of CW farmers.
Agitator: I was very moved by the 
principle of the common good that 
Pope Francis articulated in his new-
est encyclical.  Do you have a com-
ment on that?
Eric: What is important about this 
encyclical is that over and over again 
he stressed how deeply connected 
ecology and society are.  We are 
intertwined, and the common good 
includes all of creation, not just the 
human sphere.  That is one of the 
important aspects of the encyclical.  
You could call it an epistemological 
assertion that really overcomes the 
separation between society and the 
environment.  The phrase “the envi-
ronment” implies something outside 
of us, surrounding us; something that 
we are not a part of.  Francis is really 
trying to emphasize that we are part 
of creation; we are enmeshed and 
embedded within the natural world, 
which is an important perceptual 
shift, I think.  
Agitator: Why do you think that is 
important?
Eric:  I think one of the big refrains 
of the encyclical is that everything 
is connected and he stresses that our 
capitalist consumer lifestyle has an 
impact on the natural world.  We 
cannot continue to live as though the 

earth can support the American way 
of life.
Agitator: How does this message 
affect you personally?  How does it 
affect your vocation as a Catholic 
Worker?
Eric: I think it is exciting to read 
something that puts its stamp of ap-
proval on the Catholic Worker move-
ment in its entirety, and in fact puts 
the Catholic Worker farms at the 
center of the movement.  So, I was 
energized and excited reading the 
encyclical and it felt meaningful to 
be reading it during breaks between 
working in the garden and cooking 
with wood.
Agitator: The pope’s critique of 
consumer capitalism is a validation 
of simple living.
Eric: Yes, he acknowledges the 
importance of actions done as 
individuals, and more, that we need 
communities to resist the strong 
tide of consumer capitalism.  We 
need smaller communities, local 
economies, cooperatives, that kind 
of thing.
Agitator: The pope does seem to 
have a critique of the larger system 
of technocratic capitalism.
Eric: Yes, his assertions about what 
he calls the “dominant technocratic 
paradigm” were the biggest yet most 
delightful surprises.  I was really 
happy to read that.  He sounds like 
someone who has been studying 
Jacques Ellul and Louis Mumford.  
That was perhaps the most intrigu-
ing part of the encyclical, because he 
really goes against the grain.   
Most people see technology as some-
thing neutral, but he is explicit that 
technology is not neutral.  He comes 
out against the myth of mate-rial 
progress.  
   He is going right after the root of 
the modern way of life where politics 
and economics are ultimately subser-
vient to technology.
Agitator:  As a Catholic Worker, I 
am frankly disinclined to listen to 
popes, but I think this encyclical 

holds such a validation of what we 
are doing, especially for what the 
farming communities, for which you 
have been such an advocate, are do-
ing. Can you please reflect on that a 
little more?
Eric: I guess I would echo your 
words about validation and, like 
you, I guess I do not necessarily 
expect great things from papal docu-
ments, but this comes as a bonus; it 
is a delightful surprise.  It is really 
part of a broader conversation—a 
conversation that has been going on 
for decades—and he is falling right 
in line with the conversation Dorothy 
Day and Peter Maurin were having 
in the 1930s when they were critiqu-
ing industrial civilization.
Agitator: In closing, reflect on what 
the high points of the encyclical were 
for you.
Eric: There are a few things that 
stood out for me.  One is a very  
simple thing:  This is the first papal 
document released that actually had 
gender inclusive language, so that 
it is addressed to both women and 
men.  That is significant.  
   One other thing I noticed is that in 
the footnotes he cites a Sufi mystic, 
which, I believe, is significant.  
   And he talks about the natural 
world as a magnificent book, a 
sacred book, along with the sacred 
book of the Bible.  He talks about the 
importance of ecological education, 
which is of course right in line with 
Peter Maurin’s views about educa-
tion and agronomic universities.  
   He also talks about creation having 
value in and of itself, not simply for 
humanity’s use.  Previously Christian 
theology, I believe, valued animals 
and the living world only to the ex-
tent that it was useful for us.  
   Another important thing was his 
use of the phrase, “an urgent need 
for a cultural revolution.”  In other 
words, he talks about a transforma-
tion coming from below, not from 
heads of state, including solutions 
found here and there, with local 
economies, cooperatives, diverse and 
sustainable agriculture, the importance 
of manual labor, and simplifying 
lifestyles.  
   I also found it very significant that 
in at least two places he talked about 
indigenous communities and how 
critically important their voices and 
values are. He does not talk about 
reparations, but at least gives a nod 
to the importance of indigenous 
cultures over and against the threats 
of mining companies.
Agitator: I believe he has grabbed 
the bull by the horns in some ways 
when he talks about how Judeo-
Christian culture demystified nature 
and made it merely a reflection of 
the sacred, which has led to some 
problematic issues in which nature 
becomes an object for capitalist con-
sumption.  He does a good job at re-
configuring the argument in terms of 
Christian stewardship.  Any thoughts 
about that?
Eric: I think he lays a pretty nice 
framework for viewing scripture 
once again, and is really teasing 
out a nice ecological theology and 
more earth-based spirituality.  He 
certainly is no pantheist, but he gets 
close to that.  
   What is also nice too about this 

Continued on page 6
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MAKING ROOM FOR THE SKID ROW COMMUNITY
This space has defied most civic elite notions of happy “liveable, walkable streets” and continues as a puzzle-box.  Clearly, human beings live on the 
streets here, and have for over a hundred years. Their human needs and frailties are exposed, everything others also do but behind closed doors—
drink, argue, have sex, get violent, urinate, sleep, get high, talk to the air, and even die. Why, then, is their existence ignored in so many city plans?

RIGHT RELATIONSHIPS
GOOD NEWS FOR THE POOR

URBANOCITY—A POEM

“THE CITY IS URBANOCITY BRUTE FORCE”
By ELLA CHATFIELD-STIEHLER  

   The city is urbanocity brute force 
continual movement flexible morals 
masked by new inventions and the 
power of a first world empire civi-
lization in a glossy plastic surgery 
disguise
   In the city everything moves so 
quick fast cars fast people moving 
from here to there then back again 
not quite sure what they’re looking 
for but there must be an app for that
   In the city everything screams the 
car horns and shouts from dens of 
vice and the bass pumps from the 
music halls where human bodies 
pack so close together but can’t 
even hear each other
   In the city everything bears hints 
of pollution the smoke that makes it 
hard to breathe hard to see through 
all of the haze this whole city is a 
magician using smoke and lights to 

entertain
   In the city everything is reimag-
ined star matter using the product 
of imagination to light the way but 
in the process robbed the night sky 
of its stars leaving the moon pitiful 
against our inventions
   In the city nature exists in planned 
parks therefore destroying its power 
only ivy can grow free by the high-
ways fertilized by litter gone are the 
days of frontiersmen the west has 
been conquered In the city every-
thing has been discovered except the 
human soul the city is a dissertation 
on the desires and goals of the heart 
what propels it what destroys it in an 
otherworld ecosystem
   In the city politicians call for rein-
vigoration in poor neighborhoods but 
then why do they lock up the drug 
dealers they are the new entrepre-
neurs bring jobs to those who need 
one

In the city everyone agrees to the 
hurry down the sidewalk pact so 
neighbors are left alone we are true 
libertarians no one gives freely 
murder is so passé ignoring is the 
new deadly sin
   In the city there’s no need for 
Kodak security cameras capture 
all moments in a celebrating crowd 
I looked up to see snipers on roofs 
watching all and I felt trapped like 
a sitting duck
   In the city police offer gold for 
your friends head but to that person 
I will hang you from a tree if you 
don’t
   have the honor to do it yourself I 
would kick you but you’re already 
at the bottom
   In the city drugs for every occa-
sion course through the city and 
urban veins on corners old hippies 
still trying to sell me shrooms and

Continued on page 6

By KARAN BENTON

Community. A basic hu-
man need.  Even the most 
solitary and ascetic of us 
will make a case of how our 

lives contribute to a whole.  Belong-
ing helps us to thrive. Belonging 
helps us to survive.  In the places 
where we live we hope to define 
those places as our community, to 
trust that our surroundings and our 
relationships build us up, to trust that 
our existence makes a difference in 
the thriving of those surroundings 
and our relationships.
   Los Angeles likes to identify itself 
as a community.  It hails itself either 
as a single great community of 
diversity, or as a special network of 
unique communities feeding into a 
whole. 
   Through the many years and many 
plans,—one unique community has 
had little voice, little chance to de-
clare itself as a part of the whole; an 
area of Los Angeles roughly drawn 
between Main St, 2nd St, 7th St, and 
Alameda Street: Skid Row. 
   Early in the twentieth century, in-
formal concentrations of commercial 
buildings, factories, poor laborers, 
and tenement housing, brought infor-
mal push-backs of plans for sprawl-
ing suburban housing communities 
and automobile commuting by the 
city’s business elites who were then 
the main planning advisors to the 
city’s government. 
   In our century, a 2007 Los Angeles 
Citywide General Plan Framework 
meant by its professional planners 
as a plan to give “cohesiveness” to 
the City of Los Angeles, garnered a 
large volume of protest letters from 
various sections of the map with a 
common outcry: We are a unique 
community, we do not wish to be 
herded and nannied, we do not want 
changes for downtown L.A. to infect 
us.  
   By civic planning definitions, Skid 
Row is a part of downtown L.A., 
defined as Central City East on the 
books.  Yet from the first establish-
ment in 1891 of the Union Rescue 
Mission that modestly pointed to 
the need for help and intervention 
to the most recent civic hard line on 
possessions in the streets that floods 
Skid Row with police cars, this space 
has defied most civic elite notions of 
happy “liveable, walkable streets” 
and continues as a puzzle-box.  
   Clearly, human beings live on 
the streets here, and have for over a 
hundred years.  Their human needs 
and frailties are exposed, everything 
others also do but behind closed 
doors—drink, argue, have sex, get 
violent, urinate, sleep, get high, talk 
to the air, and even die.  Why, then, 
is their existence ignored in so many 
city plans?
   Fragility of privacy as well as its 
attendant sufferings of hunger and 
loneliness that weigh on the con-
science continues as a fire sprung up 
to spoil any professional urban plan.
   Solutions to Skid Row have ranged 
from a magic disappearing act to 
re-bordering and containment to a 
solicitation of the benevolence of the 
private building sector in the belief 
that the private sector has an interest 
in preserving the person sleeping in 
a bed roll on the street.  
    Many plans before 1970 ignored 

Skid Row as containing a populace, 
perhaps depending upon various 
nonprofits and charitable organiza-
tions to work their miracles and keep 
those who lived on its streets moving 
through.  Proposals for beautifying 
streets and widening curbs accom-
panied artist’s renderings of shiny 
plazas where the new middle class 
would lounge with the word commu-
nity slipping through each descrip-
tion.
   In 1972, a Preliminary General 
Development Plan set to continue 
into 1990, proposed a draw on Uni-
versity money, a combination of USC 
and UCLA would put extensions of 
their campus’ there, certainly beauti-
fying the area but squashing even the 
lives of those in supportive housing 
buildings. 
   Nearby, a detox/rehabilitation cen-
ter would be built. Between the work 
of rehabilitation and the research 
work of the two Universities, those 
living on the streets of Skid Row 
were sure to conveniently disappear.    
   In 1976 public outcry over this 
plan, informally called “The Sil-
verbook,” caused Mayor Bradley to 
appoint a Citizens’ Advisory Com-
mittee that resulted in “The Blue 
Book.”  The Blue Book as prepared 
by persons who worked more closely 
with the homeless, pushed back 
against perceptions of Skid Row as a 
fertile business plain frequented by 
nomadic tribes.  
   It spoke to the recognition of a 
Skid Row populace whose common 
denominator was not addiction but 
poverty transcending the stereotype 
of the wino on the street: The physi-
cally disabled, the elderly, the forgot-
ten veteran, the skilled and educated, 
but jobless, underpaid working 
families and the mentally ill. 
   It spoke for a community within 
those bounds created by services 
and amenities to make life bear-
able for people living there, then 
and now: rooming houses, transit 
houses, housing for the elderly, a 
triage center running 24 hours daily, 
a comprehensive service center 
dispensing resource information, 
several Social Service locations for 
better access, toilets, benches, green 
space, and grants for special projects 
on Skid Row.     
   Almost ten years later, the Los 
Angeles Catholic Worker re-empha-
sized to city officials the human ele-
ment of city planning for Skid Row 
with its “Homeless Report: Strategy 
for Survival.”  The 1984 thin blue 
notebook addressed both to city and 
county, quoting section 17000 of the 
State Welfare and Institutions Code, 
was with statistical updates, adamant 
in its netting of responsible parties 
and resources yet humanizing in its 
inclusion of witness to homeless-
ness.  It called upon both public 
and private monies, gave models of 
housing options for the homeless 
and gave histories of housing models 
that worked in both Los Angeles and 
other cities. The LACW called for a 
community to be formed out of the 
people of Skid Row, not replacement 
architecture.
   Since then, help for Skid Row 
has been a tide ebbing and flowing; 
10,000 units of supportive housing 
are created, 6,400 units are then lost.  
Nonprofits and services concentrate 
under the support of the city, then

disperse and close down after fund-
ing dries up. Hotels are converted 
to Single Room Occupancy (SRO) 
use, struggle through “mixed hous-
ing use” then close with an eye to 
becoming expensive lofts with a few 
lower floor “affordable housing” 
units of indeterminate definition.  
   The Plan for Hope: A Los Angeles 
Community Response to the Home-
less Crises appeared in draft form in 
July 2014, on a website dripping with 
Hollywood style tragedy, including 
a video showing seedier aspects of 
life on the street.  According to the 
document, it was a plan developed 
by downtown area stakeholders who 
wished to remain anonymous and 
hired independent consultants. Its 
stated purpose was to address the 
lives of men, women, and children 
living on the streets of Los Angeles. 
   The plan begins exactly where 
professionals in offices like to begin, 
with appointments and meetings. 
Committee/Agency Coordination, 
monthly meetings, the appointment 
of a “Homeless Czar,” the prepara-
tion of an economic impact report 
and the further engagement of law 
enforcement across city regions to 
prevent the “dumping” of the home-
less (their word not mine) into the 
downtown area. The plan goes on 
to create agencies, track services, 
offer incentives for or demand from 
outside developers mixed income 
housing, organize “outreach” drives 
to inform of services that are rapidly 
closing down in Skid Row due to 
financial pressure. The plan blames 
the volume of homeless individuals 
and thus, the current chaos of Skid 
Row, on the concentration of ser-
vices to the homeless including food 
distribution centers. 
     On February 5 of this year, in 
push-back to the Plan for Hope, 
the Los Angeles Community Ac-
tion Network (LA CAN) held a 
Town Hall meeting at the James 
Wood Center.  The hall was packed 
to standing room only, including 
folks who lived out on the streets, 
to merchants and service workers, 
to government people such as City 
Councilman José Huizar.  People 
sat at tables, eye-to-eye with one 
another, the wealthy and the admin-
istrative eye-to-eye with the poor and 
the hands-on work-a-day.  Instead 
of professional consultation, there 
reigned the expertise of experience. 
Instead of business pro forma, there 
existed the reality of testimony.   
   Informed by the residents and 
workers of Skid Row, a “Plan for 
Hope” looks quite different: Create 
a workforce from the Row, job train-
ing and schooling, create housing 
co-ops, work-for-housing programs, 
community gardens, training in food 
and water sovereignty and housing 
out of abandoned buildings, work-
ing bathrooms, trash cans, benches 
to rest, health centers and public 
showers, a neighborhood council of 
their own, a Homeless Bill of Rights, 
a transport system to services, a 
Homeless Concern of Residents, etc. 
rather than a Government “Homeless 
Czar,” that can lobby for Skid Row. 
   The speakers in this Town Hall 
were asking, not for a “macro plan” 
to squeeze down the problems and 
make order out of Skid Row. Rather, 
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A Conscious Endeavor, a Judeo-
Christian Reflection on the Distri-
bution of Wealth, by Terence Wenzl
Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2014

Reviewed By SANDI HUCKABY

One of my favorite dramatic 
scenes in the Gospel of 
Luke is when Jesus is about 
to launch his ministry.  He 

is standing in the synagogue, they 
hand him the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah; he unrolls it and finds a 
specific passage to read.  Not just 
any passage; it has to be this particu-
lar one for it will be a proclamation 
of what kind of ministry Jesus will 
give his life to.  At last the silence is 
broken and he begins to read from 
Isaiah 61, which talks about good 
news for the poor, release of prison-
ers, the Year of Favor from the Lord.  
This Year of Favor refers to Lev. 25 
which describes the Year of Jubilees, 
the 50th Year when all debts are 
forgiven, slaves are freed, prisoners 
released, and people who have lost 
their land can go back to their homes 
and start over.  It is the grand re-start 
button that ensures hard times, pov-
erty, servitude will not last forever.  It 
is the new beginning, which is truly 
good news for the poor, and perhaps 
bad news for the Wall Street bankers.  
Jesus then rolls up the scroll, sits 
down, and says, “Today this Scrip-
ture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  
   Terence Wenzl points out that this 
emphasis on The Year of Jubilees is 
all about distributive justice.  God 
hears the cry of the poor and He in-
sists we hear their cry too.  Yahweh, 
the Old Testament Prophets, and now 
Jesus, they all refer to the anawim—
the widow and the orphan, the ones 
most vulnerable in society—as 
having a special place in God’s eyes.  
Wenzl states they are a “barometer of 
distributive justice.  If they are being 
taken care of, then society is obey-
ing God’s law.”  He goes on to say 
that it is a set of values so basic to 
a healthy society that when it is not 
present societies collapse.  Injustice 
is like a disease which tears societies 
apart.   And we have seen that lately 
in Ferguson, Baltimore, Cleveland 
and Los Angeles.
   Beyond economic justice, Wenzl 
also connects these ideas with 
stewardship of the earth.  Whether 
we are talking about the Garden of 
Eden or the Kingdom of God, it is 
all about Right Relationships—Right 
Relationships with the earth, and 
with each other.  We are stewards, 
caretakers of the earth, and also care-
takers to each other.  We must exploit 
neither.  This is the expectation of 
God, of how we are to live in Right 
Relationship with Yahweh.  And it is 
not something we do to get our re-
ward in Heaven later; the benefits are 
in the here and now.  Both the planet 
and the societies on it will thrive in 
THIS age.
    “The realities of starvation, war 
and disease,” he says, “are more of-
ten than not directly related to people 
not having a sufficient livelihood 
to take care of themselves and their 
families.”  Whether we seek peace Continued on page 6

between nations or within the inner 
city, we must work for justice.”
    The author then goes on to write, 
“Of all the Old Testament writers, 
the prophets are most concerned 
about the meaning of justice.  
Whenever the existing king was not 
making sure that the distributive 
justice of the Year of Jubilees was 
being carried out, a prophet would 
appear.  He would always call the 
king and the nation to conversion.”  
Isaiah expresses this faith attitude 
so poetically, “Is not this the sort 
of fast that pleases me:  to let the 
oppressed go free and break every 
yoke, to share your bread with the 
hungry and shelter the homeless 
poor?  If you do away with the yoke, 
the clenched fist, the wicked word, 
to give your bread to the hungry and 
relief to the oppressed, then light 
shall rise for you in the darkness and 
the gloom shall become for you like 
midday.  Then the Lord will guide 
you always and give you plenty even 
on the parched land.  He will renew 
your strength and you shall be like a 
watered garden, like a spring whose 
waters never run dry”  (Isa. 58:6-11).  
He is describing Right Relationship 
and its immediate rewards.
   But this has nothing to do with 
charity or philanthropy.  “The 
scriptural approach would not look 
at things this way,” Wenzl says.  
“Insofar as we think of our charity 
as something we might or might not 
do, that it is totally dependent on 
the goodness of our hearts, we have 
missed the point.  In the Kingdom of 
God, sharing our goods with those 
who are in need is an obligation of 
justice.  The popular notion of char-
ity does not exist in the Scriptures.”
   The preaching of Jesus, his 
parables, and his own example dem-
onstrate this in countless ways.  And 
in the Acts of the Apostles we see the 
early Christians continue to use treat-
ment of the anawim as the measuring 
rod for whether they were living out 
the teachings of Jesus.  They were 
considered to be falling short of the 
ideal if they were not looking out for 
the needs of their most vulnerable 
members.
   So what about us?  Wenzl points 
out that just as we must undergo 
conversion within ourselves, so too 
must our institutions and government 
undergo conversion and be called 
to justice.  He goes on to talk about 
how property rights have become a 
sacred cow.  This is epitomized in 
the Supreme Court decision of 1886 
in the case of Santa Clara County 
vs. Southern Pacific Railroad.  In 
this decision it was declared that a 
corporation is a natural person and 
therefore has all the rights declared 
under the Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights.  He calls attention to this 
case because, “it was at this point in 
United States history that corporate 
(and therefore property) rights took 
priority over the rights of the indi-
vidual as a point of law.”
     Wenzl points out that one of the 
reasons this is so wrong is because 
our Judea-Christian tradition “does 
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POPE, cont’d from p.2 solved simply by an increase in the 
profits of companies or individu-
als. Is it realistic to hope that those 
who are obsessed with maximizing 
profits will stop to reflect on the en-
vironmental damage which they will 
leave behind for future generations?       
197. What is needed is a politics 
which is far-sighted and capable of 
a new, integral and interdisciplinary 
approach to handling the different 
aspects of the crisis. Often, politics 
itself is responsible for the disrepute 
in which it is held, on account of 
corruption and the failure to enact 
sound public policies.                             

I. TOWARDS A NEW LIFESTYLE   
203. Since the market tends to 
promote extreme consumerism in an 
effort to sell its products, people can 
easily get caught up in a whirlwind 
of needless buying and spending. 
Compulsive consumerism is one ex-
ample of how the techno-economic 
paradigm affects individuals. Ro-
mano Guardini had already foreseen 
this: “The gadgets and technics 
forced upon him by the patterns of 
machine production and of abstract 
planning mass man accepts quite 
simply; they are the forms of life it-
self. To either a greater or lesser de-
gree mass man is convinced that his 
conformity is both reasonable and 
just”. This paradigm leads people to 
believe that they are free as long as 
they have the supposed freedom to 
consume. But those really free are 
the minority who wield economic 
and financial power. Amid this 
confusion, postmodern humanity 
has not yet achieved a new self-
awareness capable of offering guid-
ance and direction, and this lack of 
identity is a source of anxiety. We 
have too many means and only a 
few insubstantial ends.                 Ω    

ANGLADA, cont’d from p.3

document is that it has a bit more 
lyricism.  He talks about the 
“sublime fraternity of all creation,” 
and he uses the phrase, “a splendid 
universal communion.”  He is really 
opening up that conversation about 
what it means, spiritually, to be 
connected with the living world.
Agitator:  Thank you, Eric.  I ap-
preciate and admire your work and 
your commitment. Many people 
have grown from your efforts.       Ω

they were asking to be allowed to 
infuse Skid Row with their lives, to 
build it from within, for the right 
of people, though impoverished or 
homeless or both, to create both a 
home and a “Community” out of 
Skid Row.
   How does a place, a way of life, 
a startling departure from the 
“American Dream,” such as Skid 
Row, become a Community? More-
over, a Community where people 
thrive? Those who wish to see it 
happen must change their idea of 
Community, they must depart from 
the urban planning professional’s 
vision of spaces and infrastructure 
that serves only the financially 
strong who then give back with 
consumerism, civic involvement 
and investment.  
   In the eyes must be the people: 
Even the man with a tent and the 
woman whose sole possessions are 
pushed into a shopping cart.  The 
question must be: How can these 
people be supported by our city to 
thrive and build a viable Commu-
nity among themselves?
    It is a radical question, one that 
assumes we all have a part we can 
play in building and sustaining a 
Community.

BENTON, cont’d from p.4

STIEHLER, cont’d from p.5

the new entrepreneurs selling every 
high imaginable
   The city is urbanocity that de-
stroys drugs you with adrenaline 
you’re never bored always distracted 
I love worship the city it’s an ad-
diction I may try to leave but I’ll be 
back before long                            Ω

Ella Chatfield-Stiehler is the elder 
daughter of Kate Chatfield and 
Peter Stiehler, co-founders of the 
San Bruno Catholic Worker.  Her  
poem Urbanocity won the Gerald 
Dohrmann ’34 Poetry Award—up-
per division—this year. Ella will be 
attending the University at McGill 
in Montreal, Canada, where she 
will major in English Literature.

not give primacy to property as 
the basis of human rights.  Rather, 
the tradition gives primacy to the 
dignity of the individual as a son 
or daughter of God…and it is from 
this that all rights flow.”  He goes 
on to say, “It is because we are sons 
and daughters of God that we are 
placed in the role of stewards.  We 
are given a role as stewards so we 
can actively play a role in caring for 
creation and in creating Right Rela-
tionships.  We recall that this role of 
stewardship, acknowledged by both 
the Old and New Testaments, was 
assured to every family every fifty 
years during the Year of Jubilees.  
The Year of Jubilees asserted an 
important truth:  society functions 
best when the property is broadly 
distributed amongst all the people.  
In light of this tradition, men and 
women involved in the conversion 
process will question the wisdom of 
the concentration of wealth in the 
hands of the few….  The root of our 
problems with property ownership 
seems to begin when ownership is 
separated from stewardship.”
   Wenzl describes how the poor 
are always worrying how they will 
pay the rent.  This lack of security 
causes tremendous tension and is 
terribly destructive to the human 
spirit.  The culture of poverty 
denies a sense of hope and it makes 
them believe their lives have no 
value.  People whose lives are bro-
ken and devalued by injustice often 
respond violently to the injustices 
done to them.  So we build more

HUCKABY, cont’d from p.5

CLEANING HOUSE FOR THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT

Chapter 4: INTEGRAL ECOLOGY 
  I. ENVIRONMENTAL, ECO- 
NOMNOMIC AND SOCIAL
ECOLOGY                                     
139. When we speak of the “envi-
ronment”, what we really mean is a 
relationship existing between nature 
and the society which lives in it.

III ECOLOGY OF DAILY LIFE 
149. The extreme poverty ex-
perienced in areas lacking har-
mony, open spaces or potential for 
integration, can lead to incidents 
of brutality and to exploitation 
by criminal organizations. In 
the unstable neighbourhoods of 
mega-cities, the daily experience of 
overcrowding and social anonymity 
can create a sense of uprootedness 
which spawns antisocial behaviour 
and violence. Nonetheless, I wish to 
insist that love always proves more 
powerful. Many people in these 
conditions are able to weave bonds 
of belonging and togetherness 
which convert overcrowding into an 
experience of community in which 
the walls of the ego are torn down 
and the barriers of selfishness over-
come. This experience of a commu-
nitarian salvation often generates 
creative ideas for the improvement 
of a building or a neighbourhood.

IV. THE PRINCIPLE OF THE
COMMON GOOD                       
156. An integral ecology is in-
separable from the notion of the 
common good, a central and unify-
ing principle of social ethics. The 
common good is “the sum of those 
conditions of social life which allow 
social groups and their individual 
members relatively thorough and 
ready access to their own fulfilment.”  
158. In the present condition of 
global society, where injustices 
abound and growing numbers of 
people are deprived of basic human 
rights and considered expendable, 
the principle of the common good 
immediately becomes, logically and 
inevitably, a summons to solidar-
ity and a preferential option for the 
poorest of our brothers and sisters.

I. DIALOGUE ON THE ENVI-
RONMENT IN THE INTERNA-
TIONAL COMMUNITY  
172. For poor countries, the priori-
ties must be to eliminate extreme 
poverty and to promote the social 
development of their people. At the 
same time, they need to acknowl-
edge the scandalous level of con-
sumption in some privileged sectors 
of their population and to combat 
corruption more effectively.                                  

II DIALOGUE FOR NEW NA-
TIONAL AND LOCAL POLICIES                                        
178. A politics concerned with 
immediate results, supported by 
consumerist sectors of the popula-
tion, is driven to produce short-term 
growth. In response to electoral 
interests, governments are reluctant 
to upset the public with measures 
which could affect the level of con-
sumption or create risks for foreign 
investment. The myopia of power 
politics delays the inclusion of a far-
sighted environmental agenda within 
the overall agenda of governments.                                    

IV. POLITICS AND ECONOMY 
IN DIALOGUE FOR HUMAN 
FULFILMENT                                 
190. Here too, it should always be 
kept in mind that “environmental 
protection cannot be assured solely 
on the basis of financial calculations 
of costs and benefits. The environ-
ment is one of those goods that can-
not be adequately safeguarded or 
promoted by market forces”. Once 
more, we need to reject a magical 
conception of the market, which             
would suggest that problems can be                                                                

   Jean Vanier, the amazing founder 
of L’Arche Communities, a place 
where disabled adults and adults 
of many walks of life live together, 
knows about the contribution  
designing a community that values 
even its most broken members can 
bring forth. He writes in his book, 
From Brokenness to Community, 
that when the poor and weak call 
persons together and those persons 
make it their mission to give life 
inside of community, wholeness 
is made and that such wholeness 
becomes a source of life for all and 
all around it. Imagine a city like 
L.A. becoming a source of life. Skid 
Row, a source of life?
   If you can envision it working 
little by little, take the boundaries 
of Skid Row, observe and listen to 
its people, see their strengths, see 
the work they have already done 
on their own, their daily jobs and 
care, think of how to support them 
more—right there where they are 
and where they next want or need to 
be.  Now. What would Community 
look like?                                       Ω

Karan Benton is a Los Angeles Cath-
olic Worker community member.    

prisons and militarize the police.  
Yet clearly that is not the solution.  
As stewards, we must root out the 
injustices being done to the poor 
and break the spiral of violence 
before it begins.  “In the long run,” 
Wenzl says, “just wages are probably 
cheaper than the costs to society suf-
fered by the tolerance of injustice.”
    Here in the U.S. our priorities 
could not be more backwards.  Bil-
lions go to the military industrial 
complex, to funding foreign wars 
and meddling with foreign govern-
ments, all in the name of freedom.  
This is the lie; it is not for freedom, 
far from it; it is for exorbitant profits.  
We scream when welfare goes to 
people, but say not a word when wel-
fare goes to agribusiness and corpo-
rations like Exxon and GE.  Wenzl 
says that despite everything Milton 
Friedman says, there is no such 
thing as an unregulated economy.  
Can he name any corporation that 
has not received direct government 
aid in the form of direct subsidy, 
favorable government leases, or 
tax favoritism?  Friedman’s ideas 
formed the agenda of the Reagan/
Bush years, resulting in an ever wid-
ening gap between the rich and the 
poor, which continues to this day.
   Due to “cost externalization” we 
all pay dearly for the environmental 
destruction caused by some com-
panies.  The use of arsenic in gold 
mining meant that the company 
collected its profits but the public 
had to pay the price of toxic destruc-
tion to the environment.  The same 
with the company that clearcuts the 
forests; they make the profit, but the 
public suffers the results of ero-
sion and the destruction of streams 
and fresh water life.  We must not 
let this continue.  These hidden 
costs must be factored in even if it 
means the company has to stop what 
it is doing because it is no longer 
profitable.  The earth’s resources are 
finite, and yet Adam Smith, Fried-
man, Galbraith and others insist that 
capital and profit must ever be on 
the increase, seemingly blind to the 
truth that there is no infinite amount 
of materials to keep on fueling this 
expansion.  The concepts of conser-
vation and stewardship are not part 
of the conversation.
   Corporations that downsize and 
lay off their workers are not factor-
ing into their decision the effect this 
will have on society.  The human 
bond, or Right Relationship, is not 
even considered.  
   Terence Wenzl reminds us that 
conversion means “to turn around.”  
By rooting ourselves in the Gospel 
values of justice for the anawim, and 
in stewardship of the earth and its 
resources, we must raise our voices 
to the institutions and corporate 
powers and demand a change of 
direction, a conversion.  
    This excellent book should be 
read and taken to heart by every 
inhabitant of this fragile planet.     Ω                    

Sandi Huckaby is a former LACW 
community member an was co-
editor of the Agitator.
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“To blow the dynamite of a 
message is the only way to 

make a message dynamic. If 
the Catholic Church is not 
today the dominant social 

dynamic force, it is because 
Catholic scholars have failed 
to blow the dynamite of the 
Church. It is about time to 

blow the lid off so the 
Catholic Church may again 
become the dominant social 
dynamic force.”–Peter Maurin
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ON
THE LINE

    House Journal is written by
Faustino Cruz.

    On The Line is compiled and 
edited by Mike Wisniewski.

THE

HOUSE
JOURNAL

U.N. BARRED FROM 
VISITING U.S. PRISONS

Several U.N. officials, armed with 
mandates from the Geneva-based Hu-
man Rights Council, have been barred 
from U.S. penitentiaries, which are 
routinely accused of being steeped in a 
culture of violence.  According to pub-
lished reports, there have been charges 
of unhealthy living conditions and 
physical beatings, specifically against 
minorities, in U.S. jails and prisons. 
The U.N. Special Rapporteur on 
Torture (SRT), Juan E. Méndez, and 
Chairperson of the Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention, Seong-Phil Hong, 
have jointly called on the U.S. govern-
ment to facilitate their request for an 
official visit to U.S. prisons to advance 
criminal justice reform, yet the U.S. 
State Department has informed SRT 
Méndez that U.S. penitentiaries were 
“unavailable” to him.    —ipsnews.net

TIME IS RUNNING OUT

According Harvard University’s 
Kennedy School of Government, the 
final tab for the Afghanistan and Iraq 
wars—including the long-term health 
problems of veterans—will cost U.S. 
taxpayers approximately $6 trillion. 
Add to that the over $1 trillion the U.S. 
spends each year on defense-related 
items. The “official” defense budget 
of over half a trillion dollars does not 
include such items as nuclear weapons, 
veterans’ benefits or retirement, the 
CIA and Homeland Security, nor the

THE MONETARY COST OF 
U.S. IMPERIALISM

billions a year in interest we will be 
paying on the debt from the Afghan-
Iraq wars. By 2013 the U.S. had 
already paid out $316 billion in inter-
est.  We spend more on our “official” 
military budget than we do on Medi-
care, Medicaid, Health and Human 
Services, Education, and Housing and 
Urban Development combined.  Since 
9/11, the U.S. has spent $70 million 
an hour just on “security,” compared 
to $62 million an hour on all domestic 
programs.                            —fpif.org

On Thursday, July 23, the House 
voted for Monsanto (and its agribusi-
ness cronies’) right to deceive us by 
passing H.R. 1599 – Deny Ameri-
cans the Right to Know (DARK) 
Act.  By voting for the DARK Act, 
these politicians voted against truth 
and transparency in labeling, against 
science, and against food safety. They 
voted against 90% of the people who 
favor mandatory labeling of GMOs 
(Genetically Modified Organisms). 
They voted against producers of non-
GMO foods. Ultimately they voted 
against “we the people” and in favor 
of corporate profits—at all costs. The 
bill now heads to the Senate for a vote; 
if passed, it would repeal all existing 
state GMO labeling laws and would 
preempt any future state or federal 
laws requiring mandatory labeling of 
genetically engineered foods or foods 
containing GMOs,  and would prohibit 
states from having oversight of GMO 
crops, which is a blatant violation of

MONSANTO BUYS U.S. HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES

United Nations climate chief Chris-
tina Figueres recently highlighted the 
urgency of a global climate agree-
ment, warning that “time is running 
out.”  The upcoming Paris COP21 
negotiations, according to Figueres, 
are a make-or-break point. “We are 
at five minutes to 12 and Paris is the 
12 o’clock strike of the clock, she told  
Associated Press.  Failure to reach a 
global agreement at Paris would mean 
“we are going to be playing with fire,” 
she said. A group of leading inter-
national scientists has said that bold 
actions are now mandatory, like agree-
ing on zero emissions, if catastrophic 
climate change is to be stopped. “The 
urgency of the task at hand cannot 
be emphasized enough—we must act 
now” if we expect a livable planet in 
the future.       —commondreams.org

the U.S. Constitution, yet 275 politicians 
voted for it.      —commondreams.org

FOSSIL FUEL COMPANIES 
KNEW AND LIED

According to the recently released 
Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) 
report, The Climate Deception Dos-
siers, all major fossil fuel companies, 
such as ExxonMobil, BP, Shell, Chev-
ron, Conoco, Phillips, and Peabody 
Energy (among others), knew decades 
ago that their business model was a 
serious threat to the environment and 
climate, yet denied, lied, and mislead 
the public and policymakers about it.  

They knew about the dangers of global 
warming and the role of carbon and 
other greenhouse gas emissions long 
before the public received warning from 
the broader scientific community.  And 
worse, they spent the last thirty years 
actively denying the damage they were 
causing to the planet and its inhabitants. 
They have continued to pay millions of 
dollars to scientists and researchers to 
sow doubt about the science of climate 
change and repeatedly fought efforts to 
cut the emissions of dangerous heat-
trapping gases.                 —ucsusa.org

IMPROVING ECONOMY?

Large U.S. retailers are in process of 
permanently closing over 6,000 stores. 
Although Internet retailing has certainly 
taken a toll on stores, there is more hap-
pening here. There has been an overall 
stunning decline in true discretionary 
consumer spending over the past several 
months. This decline is due to a lack of 
credit. The middle class is tapped out. 
More than one in four families spend at 
least half of their incomes just on rent. A 
staggering 11.25 million households use 
at least 50 percent of their income just 
on housing and utilities. And 1.8 mil-
lion of these households spend at least 
70 percent of their income just on rent. 
The middle class is being systematically 
destroyed, with an evolving economic 
catastrophe on the horizon. Within a few 
years the U.S. will be unlike anything we 
can imagine, according to many econo-
mists.  —theeconomiccollapseblog.com 

   Just as we were stretched to our 
breaking point, a community with 
many members besieged with serious 
health problems, the Spirit guided six 
smiling fresh-faced young people to 
us, the hippest being Emily Prill. A 
student of psychology and social work 
at the Marianist University of Dayton 
Ohio, Emily likes to listen to and laugh 
with our many guests in the garden as 
she cleans tables. She is always true to 
herself, and for that reason, with the 
help of God, she hopes to accompany 
others through their joy and sufferings.
   Former New York Catholic Worker 
Erica Brock made it to L.A. after a 
meandering trip through the country 
accompanied by beau Christian Cruz.     
   After several attempts to recruit 
them by other CW communities along 
the way, we ended up with the highly 
coveted prize of two experienced Cath-
olic Workers, just in the nick of time.

   Erica, a history major, originally 
from Fountain City, Indiana, likes 
planning and participating in chal-
lenging the illegitimate power of the 
state through creative acts of civil 
disobedience. She enjoys working in 
our over-the-counter clinic, making 
sure people get their hygiene supplies 
with a smile. She looks forward to get-
ting to know more of our friends, and 
standing in resistance to empire.
   Christian Cruz comes to us from 
New York where he grew up in Jack-
son Heights, Queens.  A Colombian 
national soon to become a citizen, 
he was a volunteer at the New York 
Catholic Worker, where he wooed his 
sweetheart Erica, and they embarked 
on the cross-country tour that ended 
here at the LACW.  An excellent gui-
tarist, he adds a lot to our Wednesday 
liturgy with soulful meditative pieces. 
He also enjoys working in the kitchen, 
for which he really has a flair. He is 
excited to experience the full range of 
living in community and we are happy 
to have both him and Erica on board. 
   Maria Teresa Kamel came to us 
from San Antonito, Texas, where she 
is studying English at Trinity Univer-
sity.  She began her studies in Spain at 
the Universidad de Navarra, where she 
began her course of study in philosophy. 
She is a budding short story author. Ma-
ria Teresa enjoys the camaraderie of the 
salad chopping block and spending time 
listening to and talking with our guests.  
She is planning someday to visit Egypt, 
her father’s home country; but until then 
she is doing her best not to lose hold 
of her vision of serving God in an in- 
creasingly secular and cynical society.
   Our youngest intern, A. J. Scheip, 
from Fort Myers, Florida, attends Flor-
ida SouthWestern State College while 
considering answering an inner call to a 
religious vocation.  A. J. likes trying to 
figure out the rules of backgammon, 

and being a Ted Von der Ahe acolyte 
at the downtown kitchen.  A speedy run-
ner and a taco truck and tamale enthusi-
ast, A. J. has brought plenty of youthful 
energy, love, and joy into our home.
   Kelsey Chalmers, with her easy-go-
ing-down-home-manner, and glamor-
ous Marilyn Monroe-like appearance, 
returns for a second round with us.  
After spending her winter break with 
us this past January, she applied for 
another six weeks during the summer. 
Kelsey is a student at Kansas State Uni-
versity, where she is majoring in Social 
Sciences.  At our kitchen she likes 
wiping tables, organizing donations, 
and learning the names of all her new 
friends. She feels the presence of God 
most in working together in dedicated 
service to the poor, and longs for justice 
for the suffering poor in our country.  
    Our summer intern program began 
with a thorough introduction to the 
Catholic Worker movement by our 
go-to-historian and former community 
member, Rev. Larry Holben.  His 
presentation keeps getting better and 
better, and he began a memorable 
series of liturgies embellished with the 
powerful singing of former community 
member David Omondi. David, back 
from Amani House, our sister house in 
Nairobi, Kenya, will be with us for a 
few months reconnecting with friends 
and family.  
   Former community member Rev. 
Eliz Griswold, husband Seth Castle-
man, and daughter Lilah, delivered a 
moving presentation on Eliz’s experi-
ence as a young Catholic Worker, and 
their separate and shared faith jour-
neys that led to ordination for her as a 
United Church of Christ Minister, and 
Seth’s completion of rabbinical studies. 
They also concelebrated a first rate li-
turgical service complete with Hebrew 
song and chant. 
   Women celebrants are the trend for

us at this time with Roman Catholic 
Woman Priest Rev. Jen O’Malley com-
bining with recently ordained deacon 
Rosa; United Church of Christ minis-
ter Jeanie Favreau, who still sets the 
finest altar table adorned with hearty 
loaves of fresh bread and mounds of 
fresh fruits; and not the least our own 
Mennonite advanced theological de-
greed Sara Fuller, who chose the feast 
day of Saint Martha to emphasize both 
the presence of God’s word and work in 
Jesus, and the hard work of service to 
the many needs of the poor. 
   Theologian and author Wes Howard-
Brook, and his beloved Sue Johnson, 
were in from Seattle to share some 
great biblical insights and work at our 
downtown kitchen. 
   Dennis Apel and Tensie Hernandez 
along with son Tomas and daughter 
Rozella, from Beatitude House in Gua-
dalupe, presented an informative talk 
on the diabolical workings of Vanden-
berg Air Force Base and the nation’s 
nuclear arms program. 
   Leia Smith, from our sister house 
in Orange County, gave us the inside 
story on the inner workings of Isaiah 
house.    
   As for the rest of the fun in a particu-
larly busy summer, you will have to 
check the Summer Program photo log 
on our website. 
   Lastly, on a more somber note, we 
bid farewell to community member 
David Hays, who after two years of 
dedicated service reentered the excit-
ing and gut-wrenching job market. His 
gentleness and driving abilities will be 
sorely missed.  
   Prayers are in order for our beloved 
Karan Benton, who continues her 
treatment for lung cancer, and for Jed 
Poole, who is in a month long medical 
trial treatment for severe psoriasis.
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THANK YOU
Your generous donations made our annual summer picnics a rousing success.
We rented buses and took 150 of our friends from Skid Row on picnics at 
Whittier Narrows Park, where we served them hot dogs and burgers, chili, chips,
potato salad, watermelon, cookies, lemonade, and ice cream. They played chess, 
dominoes, cards, tossed a frisbee, baseball, football, and soccer ball, or just 
relaxed beside the lake. All had a wonderful time and expressed their gratitude.  
See photos on our website under the Summer Program post.  Many blessings.  

SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:
LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org 
 1.  Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
        632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
       (323) 267-8789
  2.  Hospitality Kitchen
        821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
       (213) 614-9615
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728
ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304
SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420
HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364
PETER MAURIN CATHOLIC WORKER
1149 Crestwood St., San Pedro, CA 90732
(310) 831-3480
KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706
BEATITUDE HOUSE
267 Campodonico Ave., Guadalupe, CA 93434-1501
(805) 343-6322
ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410 — lizaOSB@aol.com 
HIGH DESERT CATHOLIC WORKER
21020 Standing Rock Ave. Apple Valley, CA  92307
(760) 247-5732  -  sbremser@charter.net

CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER 
Ocampo #2 Hostotipaquillo, Jalisco Mexico C.P. 46440
http://casacolibrimx.blogspot.com
011-52 - 386-744-5063  -  jmhe76@gmail.com
AMANI HOUSE - NAIROBI, KENYA, AFRICA
mdavidomondi@gmail.com

BURDOCK HOUSE
2444 Chase St., Anderson, IN 46016
(765) 274-1776 - http://burdockhouse.org

NEEDED ITEMS
We are in need of medium and large men’s socks, both black and white, and 
inexpensive lightweight disposable rain ponchos. Please send or bring them to 
Hennacy House, 632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722. Thank you.

READING AND SIGNING THE GOOD SAMARITAN
Thursday, September 10, 2015 at 7:00pm
Pages Bookstore
904 Manhattan Ave.
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
310-318-0900

Sunday, September 27, 2015 from 9am to 1pm
Holy Family Bookstore
1527 South Freemont Ave.
South Pasadena, CA 91030
626-403-6133

JEFF’S BOOK TOUR

Both stores will carry The Good Samaritan in 
advance of the events.
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