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AFGHANISTAN?
LEAVING

Obama declared an end to Operation Enduring Freedom and supposedly 
to direct military involvement in the day-to-day war raging in Afghanistan
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AFGHAN ALLIES ARE INTENT ON ENRICHING THEMSELVES

WAS IT
WORTH IT?

LEAVING

AFGHANISTAN?
Obama declared an end to Operation Enduring Freedom and supposedly 
to direct military involvement in the day-to-day war raging in Afghanistan

By FAUSTINO CRUZ (with research
assistance by Mike Wisniewski)

My country’s skies are bluer than 
the ocean; and sunlight beams on 
clover leaf and pine. But other lands 
have sunlight too, and clover; and 
skies are everywhere as blue as 
mine.  O hear my song, thou God of 
all the nations; a song of peace for 
their land and for mine. (Finlandia, 
“A Song of Peace”)

When last we wrote  
on the travails of 
Afghanistan 
some six years 

ago, our fearless leader, 
President Obama, who never 
met a drone strike he did not 
like, was well on his way to a 
ramping up of U.S. military 
power to defeat Al-Qaeda—a
mini-surge, if you will, arbi-
trarily capped at a cool hundred 
thousand troops.  He and Karzai 
were, for a time, best buddies, 
intent on proving that the coop-
eration of a duly, if massively 
fraudulently, elected leader of a 
client state, together with the 
biggest nuclear and military 
power on the block, the good ol’ 
U.S.A., might be able to turn an 
eight-year morass of a war around.
   Well, some half a trillion 
dollars later, the new paradigm 
has yet to arrive. On the Feast Day 
of the Holy Innocents, no less, 
Obama, sans jet fighter and package-
enhancing flight suit, declared an 
end to Operation Enduring Freedom 
and supposedly to direct military 
involvement in the day-to-day war 
raging in Afghanistan, which despite 
the best presidential propaganda, and 
a combination of the American pub-
lic’s near total disinterest, the dearth 
of credible journalist shops, and zero 
cooperation from Afghan govern-
ment officials, continues apace with 
no end in sight.
   Meanwhile, over in Pakistan, the 
Pakistani government and high com-
mand, in return for a halt to the 
CIA’s extensive super (NOT SO) 
secret drone campaign within its 
borders, continues to wage a 
brutal scorched earth cam-
paign in Waziristan and the 
lawless hinterlands adjacent 
to Afghanistan. With massive
indiscriminate bombing and 
shelling of the civilian popul-
ation by a hard-hearted Pakistani 
military, which resulted in a total 
of over one million refugees, some 
internally displaced  and others, yes, 
you guessed it, forced to flee into 

    Afghanistan, was it a stretch to  
      believe that some form of retalia-
       tion was inevitable?  Hence the 
        savage slaughter at the junior 
       military academy in Peshawar.
           What to do?  Redouble the  
   assault on the hapless people of 
Waziristan?  Increase security and 
repressive policies in the rear areas?  
Break of palling around with known 
Taliban and other terrorist networks?  
Beg the U.S. for more cash and 
military support?  What is a corrupt, 
rotten-to-the-core client state to do 
in such difficult straits?
   But back to Afghanistan: Even 
though the two countries’ fates are 
         so interlinked that only the dull-    
           est student would argue other-
            wise, the U.S. did not wage a 
             14-year war in Pakistan. 
              Afghanistan was the lucky         
              benefactor of this untold 
misery.  I am told that disgraced 
    General and former head of the 
    CIA Petraeus still enjoys the 
   luxury of the U.S. Emperor’s, 
err..President’s ear.  Barry, the 
man’s policies lost not one, but two 
wars—get yourself a new advisor.  
And Operation Resolve, despite 
coming under the auspices of a 
new Afghan Siamese-twin-power-
sharing arrangement is DOOMED 
to fail.  Why?  Because we continue 
to pay for our highly-placed Afghan 
friends, who are more intent on 
enriching themselves and their own 
than in actually running a country, 
let alone caring for, educating, and 
feeding vulnerable children, or even 
preventing them from freezing to death. 
   Hence, despite 14 years of “win-
ning” the war in Afghanistan, and 
now “responsibly” turning over the 
mission to the Afghan puppet, um...
popularly elected government, there 
are some 500,000 internally displaced 
people, that is right, folks—refugees
—quite a few living in the not offi-
cially sanctioned tent camps sur-
rounding Kabul. With temperatures 
predicted to drop into the single 
digits later this week, what do you 
think the chances are that, despite 
billions of aid money (now totaling 
more than the real dollar amount 
spent to finance the post-World 
War II Marshall Plan) there will be 
a repeat of the tragic 2012 winter 
in which dozens of babies froze to 
death?  And what of the 2.7 million 
official refugees scattered through-
out neighboring countries, and an 
almost equal number of unregistered 
“guests” in those same countries? 
Five million total refugees out of a
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LEAVING AFGHANISTAN?

SR. MEGAN RICE
ANTI-NUCLEAR NUN

Sr. Megan Rice, 84, is a member of 
the Transform Now Plowshares. The 
“plowshares” action (taken from 
Isaiah 2:4) was carried out at the 
Y-12 Nuclear Facility in Oakridge, 
TN, on July 28, 2012. This nuclear 
disarmament action included Sr. 
Megan, Michael Walli, and Greg 
Boertje-Obed. Sr. Megan has served 
24 months of a 35-month sentence. 
Her co-defendants each received 
62 months (see page 7), and all 
received $52,000 in restitution. You 
can write to her at: Megan Rice, 
Reg. #88101-020, MDC Brooklyn, 
P.O. Box 329002, Brooklyn, NY 11232

December 26, 2014

Dear Sisters and Brothers in action 
with Transform Now Plowshares,
   Once again I’m going a one-for-
each-and-all reply to your many 
kind letters of the past months.  I 
have tried to be mindful of each one 
of your messages and to allow the 
thoughts you share so generously to 
inform my reflections on this very 
special year that is ending, so we can 
move into the 70th year since Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki with renewed 
hopes for transformation.
   I just wish some of you could be 
here to see what we have seen emerg-
ing over the past few weeks.  You 
may remember that most of the 111+ 
women came to this mainly men’s 
high-rise detention facility (built for 
up to 3,000 pre-trial detainees) only 
last March, 2014.  They were moved 
here to give their Danbury federal 
prison space to men in need of fed-
eral prison space.  So thus our  

women’s first Christmas here (as 
they too await space in women’s fed-
eral prisons). 
   Well, the creativity among us 
seemed to be bubbling over.  And 
what emerged was a 20-part concert 
created on the theme “Merry Christ-
mas to the Whole World!”  This 
meant decorations, writing short 
dramas (codes!), traditional dances 
and songs, all illustrative of the vari-
ety of cultures among us:  Caribbean 
Islanders, Russians, Koreans, Chi-
nese, South and North Americans, 
Samoan and Thailanders, Israeli 
and UK citizens and residents.  For 
example, one of the props, a “life-
sized” dragon that actually could 
move and dance because of the four 
pairs of legs carrying it—all put to-
gether using used cardboards from 
boxes, tape, glue, etc.  Even a sem-
blance of high-rise buildings, Santa 
dressed in red tissue paper suit with 
a life-sized reindeer, etc. etc.
   As I write, my eyes take in one of 
the wall posters naming the seven 
principles of Kwanzaa:  Unity, Self- 
Determination, Collective Work and 
Responsibility, Cooperative Econom-
ics, Purpose, Creativity, and Faith—
yes, all ingredients for transforming 
an attempted U.S. empire-in-decay 
from monarchy into democracy 
again, with life-enhancing alter-
natives (as Elaine Scarry expresses 
so well in her book).
   Today’s selection from Parker 
Palmer (OREPA reflections for De-
cember-January) puts it so well:  “If 
we want to live nonviolent lives, we 
must learn to stand…between the 
way things are and how they might 
be, faithfully…breaking our col-
lective hearts open to justice, truth, 
and love.”  Aha, I am thinking, this 
well sums up your thoughts, lived 
and said in letters as you share them.  
Thanks to each one for your mes-
sages, to OREPA (Oak Ridge Envi-
ronmental Peace Alliance), and to 
all who inspire us to give, share, and 
receive a more peace-filled Planet in 
the tomorrows yet to come.  I believe 
that Greg and Michael join me in 
hope, experience, and prayer.
     Gratefully,   
  Megan Rice shcj

DEFENDING
SACRED GROUND
By RICHARD NESTOR

The U.S. advertising industry 
chews up the past, digests 
it, and vomits it in our laps 
with a relentlessness so 

ubiquitous that we eventually regard 
it with no more attention than the air 
we breathe.  This revelation is news 
to no one, especially Agitator read-
ers.  So why write?  Two reasons:  
First, I am angry; and second, maybe 
this is a kind of temple moment, an 
occasion for the kind of righteous 
anger Jesus felt encountering the 
desecration of sacred ground by the 
economic forces of his day.
   The sacred ground I rise to defend 
is Woody Guthrie’s de facto national 
anthem, “This Land is Your Land,” 
which is now appearing on televi-
sion as part of a campaign for…Who 
cares?—conspicuous consumption.  
In the ad, people are shown out-
doors—skiing, kayaking, hiking—
enjoying peak emotional experiences 
that take advantage of U.S. great 
outdoors, which is perhaps the only 
point where the ad and Woody’s 
song come into contact.  I do not 
know anything about the song’s 
compositional history, but it is easy 
to imagine it being written, in part or 
whole, outdoors.
   Woody spent a lot of time rambling 
this nation’s highways, not know-
ing where his next ride was coming 
from, and the landscape the song 
celebrates was no doubt familiar to 
him.  The “ribbon of highway” and 
the “diamond deserts” are something 
I can easily visualize, rich with natu-
ral beauty and the sweat of human 
labor.  After this point of contact, 
perhaps its most minor one, real 
connections between ad and song be-
come slippery, suggestive but insub-
stantial.  The freedom and ownership 
Woody refers to are spiritual, not 
material, and they have nothing to do 
with the economic power that the ad 
trumpets.
   The United States is our land 
because of ideals of democracy that, 
at least in their ideal condition, have 
little to do with corporate ownership.  
His thesis was that the land belongs 
to the homeless wanderer, seeker, 
and asker of difficult questions as 
much as it does to the well-heeled 
and the politically secure.  In this 
guise the U.S. and Christ have some-
thing in common.  They belong to 
us all, even the “bum on the street” 
that Hank Williams sung about, 
who is denied by well-off society 
just as Christ was.  Woody’s song is 
sacred art to me (perhaps because I 
still want to believe that naïve vision 
of this nation’s purpose), a stained-
glass window that the ad is throwing 
a rock through.
   Notice also another feature of 
Woody’s lyric that opens up Woody’s 
world view, which is the order in 
which he asserts the people’s “own-
ership” over the U.S.  This land is 
“your” first and “my” land second.  
Of course, he needs to rhyme “my 
land” with “New York island,” but 
there is more to the order than that.  
In the ad, freedom is something that 
belongs to individuals with the eco-
nomic power to get what they desire 
when they desire it, whether by cash 
or credit.  In Woody’s song, free-
dom’s most important component is 
collective, our connection to others 
in a space that is “made for you and 
me,” a democratic Eden that is God’s 
gift to us all equally.  Written during 
the Depression, the song is not a 
naïve expression of faith but a heroic 
reminder of what the United States 
ought to represent.  

Continued on page 6

I would not dispute that the ad is an 
artistic tour de force, the song inter-
preted with a balance of delicacy 
and enthusiasm that captures my 
attention.  However, paired with its 
images of consumption, disguised 
records of personal exploration and 
achievement, it only goes to prove 
that the devil can speak in dulcet 
tones.
   On to the second half of my argu-
ment.  Does this represent a “temple 
moment?”  Yes and no.  In my anger 
with the ad and its soiling of sacred 

space, yes.  In the fullness of my re-
sponse, no.  I overturned no tables, 
scattered no coins.  My television is 
still there, an open sore, a pathway 
of a sick culture into my sinful heart.  
In fact, it was on while I was writing 
this essay, tuned to my cable channel 
of choice, the wonderful jazz music 
channel that is a part of one of its 
more expensive packages, not the 
most expensive, a couple of steps 
down the most expensive.  Shall I 
alibi further?

Jeff Dietrich

THE GOOD
SAMARITAN

Stories from the 
Los Angeles Catholic 
Worker on Skid Row

Hard Cover - $40
Soft Cover - $20
Plus shipping.

Order Jeff’s new 
book directly from 

the publisher. 
Contact: 

Theresia deVroom at 
310-422-0810

or e-mail
tdevroom@lmu.edu

J E F F ’S  N E W 
B O OK  T OU R 

E V E N T S
Sunday, February 22:

Dolores Mission Church 
171 South Gless St.
L.A. 90033    
After 9 am Mass (about 
10:15)     

St. Camillus Center
1911 Zonal Ave.
L.A. 90033
(Behind County Hospital)
4 pm
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THE

FOOT SISTERS

Jackie, Maggy, Georgina, Rev. Kathleen, Saima, Nancy, Judy (not pictured)

CHRISTMAS SEASON 

THE TROUBLING THREE KINGS 

Rev. Kathleen Bellefeuille-Rice, 
Maggie Shannon, Saima Scott, Judy 
Linehan, and Nancy Spigot have 
served as our mentors in compassion 
and foot care for eight years.  Each 
January, for two weeks, the women 
join the LACW and provide foot care 
for over one hundred kitchen guests. 
In 2014, LACW community member 
Karan Benton interviewed four of 
them to get more insight into the 
women who travel from Olympia, 
Washington, to provide this beauti-
ful service.  The following are some 
of their thoughts.

Agitator:  The original vision of 
this work, how did it germinate?
Kathleen: In Olympia Mary Lou 
Spence was doing the Parish Home 
Nurse program at the Bread and 
Roses Advocacy Center in down-
town Olympia, a drop-in place for 
homeless people. I volunteered with 
them.  Mary Lou would want to take 
a look at all the feet of the diabetics 
who were coming in.  I said, “I could 
do that” and she jumped on it. That 
was about ten years ago.     
   Clare, my daughter, was at the time 
here at the LACW. I was coming to 
visit, but because I have Celiac dis-
ease with a wheat allergy, I could not 
safely work in the kitchen.  I asked, 
“Clare, do you want me to bring my 
foot care gear down?” Then she said, 
“I will talk to the community.” Im-
mediate response back: Yes. 
Saima:  I had some background. My 
dad had picked up nail fungus in his 
fingers and toes.  It was systemic. 
All the time I was growing up, my 
mother, a nurse, had cared for him. 
When Kathleen told me they were 
doing foot care for homeless people 
I thought, “Wow!”  It is the image of 
caring for people’s feet.  It is a way 
of treating people with such dignity. 
Judy:  As far as the decision, it 
is embarrassing to say that I was 
cajoled into it. I used to watch nurses 
that came into the assisted living 
where I worked who did feet and 
it was no attraction to me whatso-
ever. I would look at them and say, 
“Good for you. That’s not my work.” 
However, through the years I got 
very interested in homeless issues. I 
started getting drawn in that way.
   I started volunteering at Bread and 
Roses.  She [Kathleen] had started 
doing foot care through the help of a 
nurse, Mary Lou, and both of them 
said, “Oh come on, you can do it.” I 
thought, “Whoa, I can be more than 
trying to be a presence there, I can 
actually do something physical.” 
That was the turning point for me.
Agitator: Sit on the foot care stool 
in your mind for the first time. What 
thoughts came to your mind when 
you first took someone’s foot into 
your hands.
Kathleen: I don’t want to cut off 
their skin and make them bleed! 
[laughter]
Maggie: The first time I went to 
Bread and Roses I thought I was 
just going to watch them. Mary Lou 
is a great teacher because she just 
throws people into it. I sat down on 
the stool thinking, “I am a nurse. I 
do more technical things than this.” 
It is a vulnerable place to sit, to have 
someone’s foot in your hand. 
Agitator: You lead me to think that 
it is a brave thing for them to sit 
down and give you their feet.

Maggie:  I so agree.
Kathleen:  I remember the first 
woman I worked on, it was at Sacred 
Heart Parish Foot care Clinic, this 
woman had a nerve problem, her foot 
kept jumping and I said, “How can 
you do this? Her foot keeps moving 
in the air.”  The first day I worked at 
the Advocacy Center, I saw toenails 
that I did not see at Sacred Heart. 
I saw jungle rot my first day, then I 
saw a guy whose foot had been shot 
in Viet Nam and his heel had been 
blown away. It was then that I really 
fell in love with the work.
Agitator:  You loved the work more 
just by seeing what people had gone 
through.
Kathleen:  The need. You put their 
feet on your lap and they tell you 
their whole life’s story. It was that 
real deep intimate sharing. “Here’s 
my whole story.”
Saima: And you also get to know 
that they are more than their story. 
[everyone agrees.] 
Agitator:  What Saima just said 
brings me to the ideals and teachings 
that you have. Ideals and teachings 
that inspire you and keep you going--
then and now.
Saima: I think what we do with feet 
is charity work, but there has to be 
more to it than that. There also is a 
justice piece to it. I think perhaps 
over half of the people we work on 
here are really on the street because 
they certainly have no opportunity to 
care for themselves. Why aren’t there 
more drop-in places? Why aren’t 
there more showers? Why is there 
not better health care? 
Kathleen: I have many ideals. I 
look at the garden where people are 
being served food as a Eucharistic 
Banquet. Foot care is part of that 
Eucharistic Banquet. It is Eucharist. 
The early church had many argu-
ments over whether foot washing 
was Eucharist or bread and wine was 
Eucharist.  Many people said over 
the years, “Oh, I just moved into my 
new place and this is part of my new 
beginning. It is the renewal.” You are 
loved into this new life.
Judy:  Ideals. I am not sure I am 
going to speak in that language, but 
what stirred was how I have received 
so much personal affirmation from 
this work. Just getting so intent on 
making each nail beautiful. It is 
very alluring to me that I have a 
place in the beauty of the world or 
making things beautiful.  Yet on an 
ideal level, I abhor our capitalistic 
system that is so domineering and 
so unaware of anybody else. I reject 
that and I am still a part of this. It is 
a leveling thing for me, it brings me 
down to myself. 
Agitator:  Can we connect this 
moment in time where you take care 
of feet with other work in your daily 
life? 
Maggie:  I am a nurse and have 
been working in hospice many years. 
The medical field has changed a 
great deal and we are under such 
pressures that do not have anything 
to do with care-giving to the people 
for whom we really want to care. I 
believe compassion has diminished. 
Foot care has given me the much 
needed and loved balance in my life. 
Elders get into this mantra of all of 
their health woes, and the street folks

Continued on page 6

By JEFF DIETRICH

When I was in third grade 
at St. Vincent School in 
Newport News Virginia, 
I was deeply disappoint-

ed when I was cast as a shepherd and 
not as one of the three kings that I 
had dreamed of being in the school 
Christmas play. The Nativity story is 
so firmly set in our minds from youth 
that there could be no other interrup-
tion of the narrative than the one that 
we learned in school from the nuns, 
or the priests in the pulpit, or the 
manger scene on the altar or under 
the Christmas tree. While that story 
may adhere pretty closely to the gos-
pel narrative, there are unsuspected 
nuances awaiting those who struggle 
with the text.             
   In the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 
two, we encounter not three kings 
but three Magi. “Magi” is actually 
the plural of the word Magus, or 
magician. Sometimes considered 
wandering charlatans and tricksters, 
often actually they held positions of 
authority in the court of kings. They 
were astrologists, interpreters of 
signs and dreams, and counselors to 
kings. The best known to us are Jo-
seph, who interpreted dreams for the 
Pharaoh, and Daniel, who interpreted 
dreams for the king of Babylon. 
   As the story goes, the three Magi 
were following a star, but the text 
only says that, “Magi from the east 
arrived,” asking, “Where is the 
newborn king of the Jews? We saw 
his star at its rising and have come 
to do him homage.”  In other words 
they just assumed that  “the new born 
king of the Jews” would be born in 
the capitol city of Jerusalem.  Their 
question provoked anxiety because 
“when King Herod heard this he was 
greatly troubled and all Jerusalem 
with him.”
   Herod the Great was a rightly 
troubled monarch; he oppressed his 
people, 95% of whom were poor; 
he over-taxed them to the point 
of starvation while enriching his 
crony friends and sending all surplus 
wealth to the Romans who had 
crowned him “King of the Jews.” The 
crown lay uneasily on his head and 
the appearance of esteemed emissar-
ies from the east looking for a rival 
“King of the Jews” was indeed cause 
for alarm as the prospect of insurrec-
tion always lurked behind his throne. 
Herod assembled “all of the chief

priests and scribes of the people and 
asked where the Messiah was to be 
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea.”    
   Herod called the Magi secretly and 
ascertained from them the time of the 
star’s appearance. Of course all kings 
and presidents and politicians have 
their most important meetings behind 
closed doors, in back rooms, and 
private chambers where they plot the 
invasion of nations, assassinations of 
enemies, and the slaughter of babies. 
Herod sent the Magi to Bethlehem to 
“search diligently for the child and 
return to tell me where the child was 
so that I might come and worship 
him.” The reason that Herod does not 
simply send an armed cohort with the 
Magi and just kill the baby outright is 
that, like all political leaders, volatile 
acts must be done in secret. Killing 
the Messiah could cause a revolu-
tion—not a good idea.
   As soon as the Magi leave the 
murderous confines of Herod’s 
Jerusalem the guiding star appears 
for the first time in the story as if to 
say that there is a power greater than 
kings’ to lead them. And indeed, the 
star led them to the baby’s birthplace 
where they worshiped the child, gave 
their princely gifts, and headed back 
toward Jerusalem.
   However, “Having been warned 
in a dream, they departed for their 
country by another way.” 
   In this story there are three “dream 
sequences:” Joseph has a dream not 
to leave Mary because she was made 
pregnant by the Holy Spirit; later he 
has a dream to take mother and child 
and flee to Egypt; finally, the Magi 
have a dream not to return to Herod, 
but “go home by a different way.”
   In this story there is a deliberate 
juxtaposition between men who 
dream and men who murder, be-
tween men who have access to the 
realm beyond the realm of power, 
politics, and blood, and the men in 
the center of power. Eric Fromm, 
the immanent psychiatrist tells us 
that “Both dreams and myths are 
important communications from 
ourselves to ourselves. If we do not 
understand the language in which 
they are written, we miss a great deal 
of what we know and tell ourselves 
in those hours when we are not busy 
manipulating the outside world.” The 
men of power do not understand the 
language of dreams. They only

Continued on page 6
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TERROR ATTACKS IN PARIS: ANGER & SOLIDARITY
DAVID HARTSOUGH

WAGING PEACE
The following is an interview with 
Blase Bonpane, longtime social jus-
tice, human rights, and peace activ-
ist. Blase is Director of the Office of 
the Americas, which he co-founded 
with his wife Theresa in 1983. He is 
a former Maryknoll priest, author 
of several books, and host of World 
Focus, a weekly news, interview, and 
commentary program heard on Pa-
cifica Radio Network’s KPFK 90.7 
FM in Los Angeles.  This interview 
was conducted a few days after the 
Paris terror attacks and is based on 
the information Blase covered on his 
show. You can listen to his shows via 
his website: officeoftheamericas.org

Agitator:  The Western world is 
shaken by the terrorist attacks in 
Paris.  I get the sense that many 
believe it hit at the heart of freedom 
of speech and the Western way of 
life.  What is your sense of the Paris 
attacks?
Bonpane:  Any time an entity or 
an organization is bombed, that is 
a horrible act, a disgraceful act of 
slaughter.  However, the response to 
this attack is very questionable. This 
was a horrible attack in Paris, while 
literally scores of drone attacks are 
underway each day, killing innocent 
people.  This fact somehow seems 
normal, as though it is expected.  
These drone attacks are the most 
horrible cases of organized murder 
that I know of, where we get names 
from our intelligence agencies; they 
have had no formal charges, no hear-
ing, nor a trial.  And innocent wom-
en and children and other bystanders 
near them also are killed. Each of 
these drone attacks are worse than 
the attacks in Paris.
   Yet we act as if the attacks in 
Paris were somehow unrelated to 
this drone warfare.  We have to look 
at the great work of someone like 
Chalmers Johnson in his book Blow-
back, who tells us that there will be a 
response to our behavior.  Of course 
the CIA was the first to identify 
blowback as a problem, saying that 
we may, in fact, suffer as a result of 
what we are doing.  
   There has been a rather silly devel-
opment of the rise of what we call 
“terrorist experts” that are looking 
for every reason, aside from blow-
back, for a reason why incidents such 
as the Paris attacks might occur.  I 
would think anyone would recognize 
that, if you continue to attack people, 
they will respond.  
   My goodness, I was in Baghdad 
in January of 1991, and a few days 
after I left the U.S. dropped 88,000 
tons of bombs on Baghdad.  Most of 
the people killed in that attack were 
innocent. Moreover, that war has not 
stopped.  Now we see the develop-
ment of IS (Islamic State) as a clear 
response to that war. Our own press 
admits that people are traveling from 
all over the world to join with IS in 
order to respond to what has been 
done to a dozen or so Islamic coun-
tries.  
   In the midst of this attack in Paris, 
we also need to reflect back to Ger-
many in 1938. It is frightening to 
watch Germans marching against 
Islam in the same way they marched 
against the Jews in 1938.  Thank 
God there were counter demonstra-
tions as well by Germans who know 
that so-called Christians have prob-

ably killed ten times as many people 
as Muslims ever have.  
   Islam, you know, is all directly 
from Judaism and Christianity.  If 
you ever read the Koran it seems as 
if you are reading from the Old Tes-
tament, and some of the New Testa-
ment, with references to Jesus and 
his mother Mary. So many Western-
ers talk without knowing what they 
are talking about.
Agitator:  Why do you think there is 
a disconnect in the West, particularly 
with the U.S. population, about the 
wars that have been going on for de-
cades in the Middle East? Why don’t 
people see the connection between 
that and terrorist activities?
Bonpane:  As Howard Zinn has 
said, war is terrorism.  If you are 
looking for terrorism, you will see it 
in any war.  However, U.S. excep-
tionalism is a religion and a religios-
ity that says God is on our side and 
that Jesus supports our foreign policy. 
   Furthermore, we are influenced by 
that horrendous “Just War Theory” 
proposed by Augustine.  Just War 
Theory is simply a classic imperial 
theory to support aggressive war 
waged by the Roman Empire. The 
international Catholic peace group 
Pax Christi stands strongly against 
the idea of Just War.
   Aggressive war is the greatest 
crime in the international index and 
this is what the U.S. is waging.  Peo-
ple defending themselves from hav-
ing their homes broken into and their 
families savaged are not conducting 
an aggressive war, but the U.S. is.  
   I see the U.S. involved in a religi-
osity of patriotism and a religiosity 
of war, and it worries me very much.  
Agitator:  Could you talk a little 
more about the young Western 
Muslim men who have gone to the 
Middle East to join with IS?
Bonpane:  I think their thoughts are 
somewhat similar to the thoughts of 
all young men who went to fight in 
the Spanish Civil War.
Agitator:  The young men from the 
U.S.?
Bonpane:  Yes, and Chris Hedges’ 
magnificent book War Is a Force 
that Gives Us Meaning is absolutely 
awesome.  We get this spirit, this 
gang spirit, this team spirit. War 
gives meaning; it is diabolical.
It would be wonderful if altruism 
could become that reality and people 
would go to fight poverty and mili-
tarism and racism, all the things Dr. 
King spoke about.  Of course many 
people are involved in that fight as 
well.  I do not believe that President 
Obama’s recent State of the Union 
speech gave any respect to the hun-
dreds of thousands of young people 
who currently are out demonstrating 
around the United States.  That is 
the kind of altruism we ought to see.  
This is King’s legacy, but he never 
had that many people out protesting; 
today they are everywhere.
Agitator:  Speaking of Chris 
Hedges and his take on the Paris 
attacks—he tries to move away from 
the whole sense of a clash of cultures 
and religions and just get down to 
what he thinks is the basic reality—
that the West is fighting a war on the 
poor throughout the world and this 
attack is a response to our efforts to 
control all of the world’s dwindling 
resources.  
Bonpane:  I very much identified

with him and thought his was a good 
response.  The dictatorships the U.S. 
has propped up in the Middle East are
very similar to what happened in Latin 
America—200 years of dictatorships.
Agitator:  There is a reason for that.  
The U.S. wants dictators that work 
for us.
Bonpane:  The U.S. wanted some-
one in Latin America who could 
speak English and do what he was 
told.  And if they disobeyed, like 
Manuel Noriega, the U.S. overthrows 
them.
Agitator:  Like Saddam Hussein.
Bonpane:  Exactly.  The dictator 
in Egypt reminds me of Pinochet, 
in Chile.  The U.S. government had 
no problem with him, nor did they 
ever question Papa Doc or Baby Doc 
in Haiti. Yet the U.S. does question 
Venezuela.  They placed sanctions 
on Venezuela.  The Middle East and 
Latin America have been treated in 
similar ways and this does not work.  
Latin America currently is going 
through a renaissance; the very peo-
ple who were part of the opposition 
are now in government in places like 
Uruguay and Ecuador.
Agitator:  The U.S. has been busy 
in the Middle East, but our govern-
ment will get back to Latin America 
later.
Bonpane:  When the cat’s away…
but it is a new era. They have formed 
a new Latin American organiza-
tion, which excludes Canada and 
the United States. It is an amazing 
historic event and truly exciting.  But 
the U.S.’s craving for dictatorship is 
so tragic and allows for not even the 
slightest progressive changes.
Agitator:  The U.S. response, and 
the Western response in general to 
incidents like the Paris attacks, is to 
launch more drone attacks and to in-
crease security and surveillance and 
intelligence gathering.
Bonpane:  Our government has cre-
ated the greatest killing machine in 
world history. Since the end of World 
War II we have been constantly at 
war.  The Korean War casualties are 
beyond belief.  Thirty percent of the 
people in North Korea were killed.  
I have not heard such high numbers 
about any other war.  This was an 
unbelievable holocaust under Curtis 
LeMay. He destroyed every city in 
North Korea.
    Then the U.S. went on to Vietnam 
and it was the same scenario: aggres-
sive war. It continued in Central and 
South America. Remember Grenada?  
I would say, conservatively, the U.S. 
has killed about 25 million people 
since the end of World War II. This 
is, as Dr. King said, the sign of spiri-
tual death.

   And add to this the unbelievable
modernization of the nuclear weap-
ons program into which we are going 
to begin pouring over a trillion dol-
lars in the next few years. The U.S. 
has been using nuclear war every 
year since 1945 in the same way that 
a bank robber uses a pistol—goes 
and threatens the teller, walks away 
with the money, but does not kill the 
teller. He used the pistol and, in this 
same way, our government is using 
the pistol. This really puts a terrible 
cloud over everything.
Agitator:  Talk a bit more about 
the enormous security apparatus, 
not only at airports, but also as the 
CIA monitors everyone’s cell phone, 
computer and internet activity?
Bonpane:  That is, I think, typical 
in the history of dictatorships. The 
citizenry becomes the enemy and 
everyone is suspect. We find this not 
only in Nazi history, but also in the 
history of the Brazilian generals and 
the Argentine generals, who actually 
kept records of all their torture vic-
tims and their clandestine murders.
   For over fifty years the U.S. has 
been criticizing Cuba’s human rights 
record while our government has 
built one of the great torture centers 
in the world on their property, which 
the U.S. has stolen.  The hypocrisy 
is overwhelming.  It reminds me 
of St. Paul’s phrase “principalities 
and powers.”  For him, they were 
diabolical entities, and I see it in that 
same way.  The 1% wanting more 
tax breaks, wanting to be able to take 
more money.  In terms of modern 
psychology, this is called sociopathic 
behavior.  When a judge asks a mur-
derer in a courtroom if he has any 
regret and the murderer says no, and 
then the judge asks him would he 
kill again and the murderer says yes, 
that is a sociopath.  And this is the 
way our government behaves.
Agitator:  Rather than responding

to terrorism with more war and more 
security measures, what would you 
suggest Western governments might 
do to make the world more secure?
Bompane:  The rest of the world is 
aware that the U.S. form of warfare 
does not work. Only the United 
States and Israel do not see the ut-
ter futility of the path they are on.  
There is this marvelous entity, the 
United Nations, which was designed 
to end the scourge of war, but the 
U.S. government has taken a hostile 
attitude toward it, only approving 
their own agenda and never being 
truly cooperative.  The U.S. has 
exercised more vetoes than any other 
country, most of them pertaining 
to Israel, and they have basically 
destroyed the UN by their refusal 
to obey international law. Chomsky 
says our nation disobeys it everyday.  
The UN was a marvelous achieve-
ment, and the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights is of biblical 
importance.  The peoples of the 
earth agreed that there should be no 
torture; people have a right to food; 
people have a right to education and 

a right to medical care.  This can 
all be done, and it is much cheaper 
than buying fragmentation bombs or 
nuclear weapons.
Agitator:  Or making drones.
Bompane:  Or making drones.  It 
is time for each of us to acknowl-
edge, as David Swanson said in his 
recent book, that war is a lie.  War 
begins with one set of lies, is carried 
out with a second set of lies, and is 
ended with a third set of lies.  Unfor-
tunately, the Church has not been a 
great force for peace in most wars.  I 
think of the man who ordained me, 
Cardinal Spellman. He was so eager 
for war in Vietnam. I think he really 
believed that every communist in the 
world should be killed. He was a dis-
aster. The Church has generally fol-
lowed the line of the State, which is 
why we can have an institution like 
the one I went through, Georgetown, 
which is a center for U.S. policy.  
The CIA teaches there and the gov-
ernment is always welcome there.
Agitator:   Thank you so much, 
Blase. We love your show. Keep up 
the great work.                                Ω 

Waging Peace: Global Adventures 
of a Lifelong Activist
By David Hartsough, with Joyce 
Hollyday.  2014 PM Press

Reviewed by SANDI HUCKABY

As the title suggests, David 
Hartsough has been a 
lifelong peace activist, not 
just on the East Coast, but 

all over the world—and what an ad-
venture it has been!  His iron-strong 
commitment to nonviolence has 
taken him from Castro’s Cuba to the 
Oval Office in the Kennedy White 
House.  He attended many of Dr. 
King’s sermons at Howard Univer-
sity, and was at the lunch counter sit-
ins in the South. He bore nonviolent 
witness to erecting the Berlin Wall, 
held an anti-nuclear demonstration 
in Red Square—and was threatened 
with 20 years in a Russian prison, he 
blocked ships heading to Vietnam 
that were loaded with napalm, faced 
down death squads in El Salvador, 
accompanied campesinos in Nica-
ragua, and held S. Brian Wilson in 
his arms just after his legs had been 
severed by a train loaded with arms 
headed to Central America.  He re-
minds me of Forrest Gump popping 
up everywhere in every famous place 
throughout the last half-century, 
except in Hartsough’s case, his face 
was not photo-shopped in all those 
photos—he was really there!  Many, 
many times his life was in danger, 
and too many times to count he has 
been arrested for his nonviolent wit-
ness.
   Throughout the book there are 
many harrowing stories of how 
disarming nonviolent tactics can be. 
For instance, during the Jim Crow-
era when he was sitting with a row 
of young African-Americans at a 
segregated lunch counter, an enraged 
white man held a knife to Hartsough’s 
chest and was ready to murder him.
But Hartsough’s response was so 
gentle, fearless, and disarming that

the attacker retreated in shock and 
disbelief.
   He has not a shred of doubt in his 
mind that nonviolence is always a 
superior force to violence, and it 
leads to a lasting peace. It forges 
bonds between potential enemies; it 
recognizes that we are all one human 
family, and that the life of no human 
being is worth more than another.    
   This message of peaceful solutions 
and reconciliation he carried with 
him to war zones in Palestine, the 
Philippines, Iran, Kosovo, Chiapas, etc.
He started a group called “World Be-
yond War,” and through it he orga-
nizes people in war zones and trains 
them in nonviolent tactics, which as 
it turns out, are more effective than 
militarism for overthrowing dictators 
and reconciling opposing ethnic or 
religious groups.  
   At the end of the book he offers 
a list of websites, books, DVDs 
and other resources—ways that the 
reader can get involved and organize 
others in her or his own community 
as well as work for peace on the 
global level. The list of suggestions 
range all the way from practicing 
nonviolence in our own lives, to join-
ing a peace brigade (Peaceworkers) 
in Jeju Island to nonviolently block 
bulldozers and cement trucks that 
are building a new U.S.-sponsored 
naval base there (Savejejunow.org).
   In this time of endless wars, 
everyone should read this book to be 
inspired to get involved in making 
the world a safer and more loving 
place for all humankind. David 
Hartsough’s lifelong commitment is 
a sobering reminder that, yes, one 
person can make a difference, and 
that nonviolence is not an unrealistic 
model for resolving conflict, but is 
indeed a superior force and the only 
one with any chance of success.     Ω

Sandi Huckaby is a former LACW 
community member and was co-
editor of the Agitator.
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CRUZ, cont’d from p.1

LEAVING AFGHANISTAN?

population of 33 million people.  
Over 600,000 children, surely not 
in school, but rather employed in 
the unofficial economy as water 
carriers, street vendors, domes-
tics, and God knows what else, in 
a desperate attempt to provide for 
themselves and their families.  One 
third of the population undernour-
ished; 70% without access to drink-
able water or sanitation, let alone 
electricity.  And to top it off, despite 
tens of billions invested by donor 
governments, the U.S. chief among 
them, Afghanistan is still dead last 
in the corruption index.
   Two entire generations have 
grown up with war, suffering, and 
violence as the major factors in 
their lives, with the U.S. either the 
major sponsor or actually providing 
the boots on the ground.  A flurry of 
drone attacks kill and maim thou-
sands.  Over the past year, nearly a 
hundred police officers or soldiers 
were killed every week, most likely 
an undercounting foisted on base-
bound journalists by a government 
too eager to tell us what we want 
to hear.  Thousands more injured.  
Civilian casualties at a high since 
the whole damn thing started.  
   Yes, all in all an excellent time to 
get out.  But no.  Obama’s not quite 
through with this festering mess, 
because nearly 10,000 combat 
troops will remain to “train” and 
“support” our erstwhile allies, and 
to engage in counterterrorist opera-
tions.  Hmm.  Let’s leave some air 
support there, plenty of U.S.-piloted 
helicopter gun-ships, and of course, 
the ubiquitous hellfire missile 
armed drones.
   Now, about the actual government 
currently in place in Afghanistan…
Well this is what we know.  There 
have been three laughably fraudu-
lent elections in the past five years.  
We are talking about on-the-ground 
observers reporting sparse turnout 
from polling centers that turned 
in thousands of ballots. When the 
government in charge of holding 
the election is last in the corruption 
index, really, what chance is there 
that the election will be anything 
but fixed, especially when an ex-
tremely active insurgency declares 
the whole thing null from the start 
and insists on killing those govern-
ment agents, unable to provide their 
own heavy protection, as collabo-
rators with an occupying power?  
With that in mind, those elected 
have to be able to ruthlessly mar-
shal their local power base just to 
stay alive, hence the preponderance 
of warlords, heroin traffickers, ex-
generals, and militia leaders, along 
with a smattering of U.S.-backed 
darlings from previous government 
cabinets.
   The two top dogs to emerge from 
this kafuffle were Columbia Univer-
sity-educated Ashraf Ghani and 
Abdullah Abdullah, who managed 
to cobble together a coalition of 
Tajik, Turkmen, and other smaller 
ethnic groups.  Each immediately 
pointed a finger at one another and 
screamed, “Fraud!” precipitating 
a months-long crisis eventually 
settled by a U.S.-brokered power-
sharing deal, complete with the 
creation of a new quasi junior-
executive position for Mr. Abdullah.  
Next came the great divvying up of 
the cabinet positions and governor-
ships, a process that would have 
made sausage-making look an-
tiseptic and routine.  There is some 
speculation that Ghani, continuing a 
backdoor dealing line previously ex-
plored by Karzai, offered up a few 
key positions to Taliban proxies in a 
bid for some form of a truce.  Natu-

rally this was declined by a Taliban 
leadership that prefers to wait and 
make a bid for the whole enchilada.
     Of course this is a government 
run entirely with the support, fi-
nancing, and the graces of the U.S., 
and is more than willing to bend 
over backwards to accommodate 
any and all U.S. government wishes.  
And with the Taliban circling like 
hungry sharks, ever tightening their 
hold in the outlying areas surround-
ing the capitol, it really is only a 
matter of time before the U.S. gives 
up and they take over.
   It is impossible to make any 
real policy suggestions for this 
horribly misguided decade-and-a-
half foray into the “graveyard of 
empires.”  Nevertheless, one cannot 
help daring to suggest that the U.S. 
cease dragging its feet, just walk 
away, and leave the damn bleed-
ing carcass alone. Stop helping. 
Stop digging holes to throw more 
money into. Stop pouring money, 
and arms, into a lost cause.  For 
goodness’ sake, lose with dignity.  
Stop spending hundreds of millions 
of dollars on Russian helicopters 
for illiterate pilots who cannot 
master a primer let alone a training 
manual, because they will never be 
able to fly them, let alone repair and 
maintain them.  Stop funding the 
training and arming of the suppos-
edly 352,000 Afghan police and 
soldiers who at best cannot provide 
security or protection for any place 
or anyone and have become cannon 
fodder and bait to lure in Taliban 
insurgents, and at the worst will 
turn over U.S.-provided weapons 
and equipment to the enemy and 
hightail it home, or perhaps even 
switch sides.  Stop providing 80% 
of the Afghan national budget, with 
most going to line the pockets of 
the already wealthy, well-connected 
elite oligarchy.  
   Of course, none of that is going to 
happen.  Instead, they will feed us 
more lies, more empty rhetoric, and 
higher and higher taxpayer bills, 
all the while feebly delaying the 
inevitable fall of one more corrupt 
ally. In the final analysis, this failed 
war’s cost will continue to be mea-
sured in the good we failed to do, 
the colossal waste of lives and mon-
ey that was not spent on hospitals, 
schools, and shelter “for their land 
and for ours.”                             Ω

Faustino Cruz and Mike Wisniewski 
are Los Angeles Catholic Worker 
community members.

NESTOR, cont’d from p.2

   My Catholic Worker experience 
has taught me that poverty is both 
a curse and a blessing; a curse both 
personally and for society at large, 
when it is unwanted, but a possible 
blessing when it is embraced. Jesus 
embraced it as a part of a profile 
that made political action possible.  
The devil offered him wealth and 
power in the desert, and he turned 
it down. After that, the decks were 
clear. He was a dangerous man, a 
danger to the authorities because 
he was free to critique them, and a 
danger to the rest of us because his 
example would reverberate through 
history, calling on us all to cast out 
our material attachments.
   Having put down his burdens—
and ego can be an attachment as 
well—his anger could be righteous 
without being self-righteous. By the 
time he arrived at the temple, he 
had already thrown out his televi-
sion. However, this does not mean 
his action carried no risk.  Rather, it 
put him at sharp odds with busi-
ness as usual and on the radar of the 
authorities as a possible subversive, 

a subversive in more ways than one. 
Unwanted poverty—in modern, 
capitalistic societies at least—is a 
kind of economic billy-club that can 
be used to keep the middle-class in 
line.  It threatens us with falling into 
the hole of invisibility and degra-
dation that the homeless occupy. 
Poverty, ironically enough, is good 
for business, just so long as it does 
not get out of hand.
   Buddha also embraced poverty.  
Perhaps his embrace could be seen 
as a withdrawal from the world and 
politics rather than a challenge to 
it.  However, when we think of the 
resistance of Vietnamese Buddhist 
monks to the violence of the Viet-
nam war, we see a ferocious nonvio-
lence that scared the “be-jesus” out 
of the whole war-mongering world.
   It would be interesting to know 
how many tables Woody would 
overturn if he were still among us to 
witness the exploitation of his song 
by modern advertising.  I do not call 
advertising an industry lightly. They 
process our culture, its history and 
its artifacts, with all the metaphori-
cal mining gear that any coal opera-
tor, fracker, clear-cutter, or strip-
miner ever dreamed of.  They can 
take all you have spiritually without 
you knowing that it is even gone.  I 
had seen that commercial more than 
once before being outraged.  It is 
like that more and more.  The 
gospel song urges us to keep our 
“hand on the plough.”  Right, and 
our hand on our spiritual where-
withal.  There are thieves among 
us.                                                   Ω    
                   
The poet Richard Nestor is a long-
time friend of the Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker.

BENTON, cont’d from p.3

get into sort of a mantra of, “I’ve 
got to stand in this or that line or 
where am I going to sleep tonight?” 
Yet in this time, sitting in this chair, 
we all get to be in this moment. It’s 
just this beautiful drop out of all of 
the other bullshit. 
Judy:  I work in a TIA Clinic. I am 
also on call in a rehab unit. I also 
do admission work. I, too, have lost 
the passion for why I was drawn to 
nursing. You see the world at large 
in a hospital setting, that diverse 
range of personalities and mental 
health. I find I can go into those 
situations much more open, listen-
ing and being available. 
Agitator:  What has doing this 
work taught you about yourself?
Maggie:  The LACW community 
has been a great teacher for me. I 
get this little tiny window of living 
in community and really working 
hard to support it. I love the greater 
community of [the Worker] and 
I love the greater community of 
the kitchen. What it has taught me 
about myself is that I really do like 
living in community. There is no 
end to love. That is reaffirmed daily.
Saima:  Personally I find it very 
humbling. I love the quote from 
Dorothy, “Love is the only solu-
tion.”  I don’t know what all the 
questions are, but love certainly is 
the solution.  Sometimes it is hard 
work. When somebody sits on my 
chair they can be so demanding. It 
sometimes is hard to love them.
Judy:  I am an introvert. So, what 
I have learned about myself is: One 
person gets up from the chair smil-
ing, telling me, “I feel so good.” I 
then think, “Can it really make that 
much difference?” Then the next 
person sits down. It surprises me 
how ready I am.  I see that open 
part of myself. I really like the 
glimpse of that part of me that also 

lives there.
Kathleen: One of the things I have 
learned over the years is how con-
nected I am to everybody. A few 
days ago I had this woman who had 
some mental illness going on, and 
I sensed she was missing a sister. I 
eased her inner trouble and it made 
her laugh. She started calling us the 
“feet sisters.” Later, after I finished, 
she was simply overwhelmed by 
how beautiful her feet looked. She 
just started crying and I began cry-
ing with her. There was this deep, 
deep connection. 
Agitator:  As my ending, I will give 
you two words to redefine: “human-
ity” and “beauty,” from the perspec-
tive of someone who cares for feet.
Judy:  This story just came to mind 
about a man who was telling me 
about how [an issue with his feet] 
bothered him so much that he al-
ways complained about how it made 
him feel less than others. One day he 
saw a guy walking across the street 
on stumps. He had duck tape around 
his stumps and was walking in the 
intersection. He had some interac-
tions with this guy and he [the other 
man] seemed to be the happiest guy 
you would ever want to know. There 
is something so human about that. 
They had a shared humanity, just the 
human beauty, when they came to 
know each other. 
Saima:  I think that being human 
is being “whole.” When people are 
sitting in that chair and their feet are 
getting touched and reconnected, 
there is a great wholeness and 
beauty in that.  I sang this little song 
to one of my people in the chair:
      How could anyone ever tell you
      that you’re anything less than   
      beautiful?  [all joined in]
      How could anyone ever tell you 
      you are less than whole?
      How could anyone fail to notice
      that your loving is a miracle?  
      How deeply you are connected  
      to my soul.
Agitator:  As a “feet-sister” myself, 
my response to that song is, “Indeed.”

DIETRICH, cont’d from p.3

understand the language of manipu-
lation, coercion, and murder.
   Dreams are subversive, they are 
always about what we should not do. 
Whether it is the desire for an illicit 
love relationship or the desire for 
political freedom, they are always 
about liberation—and dreaming of 
liberation is subversive. Whether it is 
Fanny Lou Hamer, Sojourner Truth, 
Susan B. Anthony, Nelson Mandela, 
or Martin Luther King, Jr. who also 
had a dream, it is always about those 
women and men who have dreams 
of justice and a world without op-
pression and murder, who live out 
those dreams and “go home” like the 
Magi, “by a different way.”
   This Epiphany we might want to 
remember that it is murderers like 
Herod and Pharaoh or presidents and 
dictators who kill babies, while it is 
the “dreamers” like Harriet Tubman, 
Gandhi, and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
who have dreams to save them.      Ω    
   
Jeff Dietrich is a Los Angeles 
Catholic Worker community mem-
ber, and editor at the Agitator. His 
newest book, The Good Samaritan, 
is currently available online from 
Marymount Institute Press or by 
calling the publisher at: 310-422-
0810.

“The religious life of the 
people and the economic 
life of the people ought to 
be one.” —Peter Maurin
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RESISTANCE NEWS & UPDATES

On December 10, Kathy Kelly, co-
coordinator of Voices for Creative 
Nonviolence, and longtime friend of 
the LACW, received a three-month 
sentence for trespassing onto White-
man AFB in Missouri on June 1, 2014, 
for protesting against U.S. drone war-
fare. Weaponized drones that fly mis-
sions over Afghanistan are operated 
at Whiteman. On January 23, Kathy 
self-surrendered to the prison to which 
she was assigned. For further info visit 
her website at: vcnv.org  If you are 
able, please write to her at: 
Kathy Kelly #04971-045, 
FMC Lexington 
Federal Medical Center Satellite Camp 
P.O. Box 14525, 
Lexington, KY 40512

   A dazzling new addition to our most 
gracious dental team has arrived in the 
person of Dr. Gayle Wood. Dr. Wood 
each month had been accepting five of 
our Skid Row friends at her dental of-
fice in Manhattan Beach; but now has 
decided to work in our dental clinic. 
She arrives with an assistant, snacks, 
and a great attitude and busily sets 
to tending, pulling, and polishing the 
teeth of our grateful pals. Along with 
Drs. Campbell, López, and Setiady, 
our guests’ smiles are well cared for. 
   Speaking of dentists, we send a big 
warm thank you to the dean emeritus 
of our dental team, Dr. Rich Meehan, 
who invited the community and our 
house guests to a sporting goods store 
to replace our worn foot coverings 
with spiffy new kicks. 
   Super supporter Tony Traficante, 
and house guest Paul Hansen, using 
field stones and river rock, laid out a

lovely mini-patio adjacent to our back 
porch stairs. Indeed, the perfect place 
to: sit, read, or meditate, while overlook-
ing the marvelous greenery of the garden.
   Our holiday time was made even 
more special with the return of that 
special bundle of joy, little Hazel, ac-
companied by mom, former communi-
ty Alecia Stuchlick and pater familias 
Ed Pillola. Returning to California 
from Kansas to visit relatives and friends,
Hazel and family were a big hit at the 
house. Our kitchen guests also dote 
on Hazel, particularly her “aunt” Jan 
who always seems to find the cutest 
outfit or gift to brighten her smile. We 
wish Alecia, Ed, and Hazel Godspeed 
as they return to the heartland. Also 
brightening the turn of the year was a 
surprise visit by Shirley Temple look 
alike, little Lilah, who clapped, sang, 
and danced her way right into our 
hearts. Former community member 
Rev. Elizabeth Griswold and Rabbi 
Seth Castleman have their hands full 
warding off talent scouts intent on 
signing their curly haired angel to a 
big contract. We wish them and Lilah 
well as they return to their pastoral 
duties in northern California.
   Finally, as good things come in 
three, we also were happy to host Be-
atitude House for a fun-filled festive 
Christmas dinner. Former community 
member Tensie Hernández and Den-
nis Apel along with third community 
member Jorge Manley have been 
diligently rehabbing a new Guadalupe 
Catholic Worker House of Hospitality 
and Clinic down the street and around 
the corner from their former house. 
Meanwhile, continuing to thrive, are 
grace-filled and darling daughter 
Rozella, a gifted pianist and budding 
songwriter and poet, soon to partici-
pate in the Santa María Philharmonic’s 
Youth Showcase, and sprouting tall 
and dashing son Tomás, fresh off his

theatrical triumph as a star in the Cen-
tral Coast production of the musical 
Suessical.  Adding to the joyful mix 
Jeff’s Sister Ann with her husband 
Tom hauled their tribe of Maggie, 
Michael, Katie, and Melissa over to 
round out that rarely achieved ideal 
holiday goal of a happy houseful of 
well-behaved young adults and teens. 
What a Christmas blessing, indeed.
   We ended last year and began this 
year with wonderful liturgies led by 
two very different Roman Catholic 
Women Priests. First, Rev. Jennifer 
O’Malley, who helped establish Holy 
Wisdom Catholic Community in Long 
Beach, placed her stole upon the altar 
table, reminding us that each of us is 
called to holy service, then proceeded 
to deliver a pitch perfect service and 
sermon. We so much look forward 
to having Rev. Jen and Deacon Rosa 
back soon. And for a completely dif-
ferent take on liturgy, Rev. Kathleen 
Bellefeuille-Rice, ably assisted by 
her Olympia foot-care crew, led us in 
a Dinner Church Liturgy, where the 
communion bread (baked fresh by 
Rev. Kathleen) is broken and shared 
at the beginning of an actual meal (in 
this case scrumptious tacos with all 
the fixings) with the gospel reading 
and discussion and communion cup 
of wine following the meal. It was a 
fantastic and moving success. We are 
ever so grateful to these strong, faith-
ful, caring women.
   Community member Karàn Benton 
has been invited to participate on a 
town hall meeting panel entitled Hope 
for Skid Row. Focusing on the top-
ics of housing, human rights, shared 
space, and culture, the presentations 
will craft a response to the pressure 
the larger Skid Row community is 
experiencing as development and 
gentrification are ramped up. We are 
delighted that she has been selected to

help give voice to our friends on such a 
important issues.
   Finally, we were happy to welcome a 
pair of “Kelseys” into our home to join 
the work of serving the skid row poor. 
Still pursuing her college studies at 
Kansas State, Kelsey Chalmers took 
advantage of her winter break to put 
into practice some of her social work 
skills at our kitchen. Her bright smile 
and loving presence was quickly noted 
by our guests in our dining garden. We
will again see her for this year’s sum-
mer internship program. Kelsey Lahr, 
an honest to goodness Park Ranger, 
based six-months of the year at Yo-
semite National Park, arrived just in 
time to provide major assistance to the 
foot care crew, becoming yet another 
successful trainee. An excellent flutist 
and singer, she definitely has enhanced 
our Wednesday evening liturgical music 
team. She will stay with us until May. 
   As the new-year began we endured a 
prolonged cold snap (by L.A. stan-
dards) forcing us to mobilize quickly 
several blanket brigades to directly 
distribute blankets to our friends living 
on the streets and visiting our kitchen. 
Fortunately the weather has relented 
and the sun, bendissima cobija de los 
pobres (most blessed blanket of the 
poor) has returned. 
   After a particularly harrowing week 
at the soup kitchen, pausing to sit in 
the downtown dining garden with 
the sun filtering through the recently 
trimmed trees, casting a benevolent 
speckling upon the now quiet and 
empty benches and tables, I breathe 
deeply, thankfully, knowing that our 
community has been and continues to 
be abundantly blessed. We have seen 
another month of service and love 
pass, and God willing, many more 
await us.  Blessings upon you as well.

If you are able to write to Greg 
Boertje-Obed (maximum security), 
and Mike Walli (medium security), 
please see their addresses below. Both 
have served 24 months of a 62 month 
sentence. Sr. Megan Rice’s address is 
listed on page 2. To learn more about 
their action and court case see:
transformnowplowshares.wordpress.com
Gregory Boertje-Obed #08052-016
USP Leavenworth
P.O. Box 1000
Leavenworth, KS 66048

Michael Walli  #92108-020

KATHY KELLY

FCI McKean
P.O. Box 8000
Bradford, PA  16701

JULIAN ASSANGE 

According to the U.N. Human Rights 
Council, based in Geneva, Switzer-
land, there now is a window of hope 
for Wikileaks founder Julian Assange, 
who has been secluded in the Ecua-
doran embassy in London for the past 
two-and-a-half years. Authorities in 
Sweden, who are seeking Assange’s 
extradition (as is the U.S. from Swe-
den), have agreed to “jumpstart the 
stalled legal proceedings against As-
sange.” Once the process is in motion, 
there would be a possibility for him 
to leave the embassy and give up the 
diplomatic asylum he was granted by 
Ecuador on August 16, 2012. Sweden 
has agreed to study an Argentine 
recommendation to “take concrete 
measures to ensure that guarantees of 
non-extradition will be given to any 
person under the control of the Swed-
ish authorities while they are consid-
ered refugees by a third country,” in 
this case Ecuador. This would include 
legislative measures, if necessary. If 
agreed upon, Assange could not be 
extradited to the U.S. to face espionage 
charges.                         —ipsnews.net

U.S. SHADOW WAR

According to U.S. Special Operations 
Command (SOCOM), as of the Sep-
tember 30, 2014, U.S. Special Opera-
tions forces (SOF) are deployed in 133 
nations around the world (nearly 70%

of the nations on the planet). This 
capped a three-year span in which elite 
U.S. forces were active in more than 
150 different nations around the world, 
conducting missions ranging from kill/
capture night raids to training exercis-
es. This year will be a record breaker. 
Only 66 days into fiscal 2015, the most 
elite forces in the U.S. military had 
already entered 105 nations, nearly 
80% of 2014’s total. This secret global 
special ops war remains completely 
in the shadows, hidden from external 
oversight or press scrutiny. It is dubbed 
the “golden age” for special operations. 
SOCOM has more than doubled in 
personnel from about 33,000 in 2001 to 
nearly 70,000 today. 
                             —tomdispatch.com

CHILD POVERTY

According to the U.S. Census survey of 
U.S. families, the number of children 
in the U.S. who rely on food stamps for 
meals soared to more than 16 million 
in 2014. This equates to more than one 
in five children living in poverty and 
needing food stamps to eat, which far 
surpasses pre-recession levels when one 
in eight or 9 million children were on 
food stamps.  Consider that last year 
congress proposed $40 billion in cuts 
from SNAP over ten years, but when 
the farm bill was passed and signed by 
Obama, $8.6 billion was cut, eliminat-
ing more than 850,000 people from 
receiving benefits. With an additional 
$6 billion in cuts due over the next 
two years, and eligibility requirements 
tightened, an additional one million 
people will face “serious hardship” in

getting food.
                    —america.aljazeera.com

DOOMSDAY CLOCK ADVANCES

As a result of the tensions between the 
U.S. and Russia over the Ukraine, and 
tensions between the U.S. and China as 
well as with North Korea, the Bulletin 
of Atomic Scientists Doomsday Clock 
was, on January 22, moved forward two 
minutes to three minutes to midnight, 
the first time in thirty years from the 
last such setting in 1984. In the minds 
of these scientists, the U.S. is taking the 
world closer to a catastrophic nuclear 
war. Moreover, with “insufficient ac-
tion” to slash worldwide emissions of 
greenhouse gases, global climatic ca-
tastrophe also is becoming reality. Even 
a “limited” nuclear weapons exchange 
will produce massive casualties and 
exacerbate the global environmental 
crisis beyond comprehension. 
                             —globalresearch.ca

JEJU ISLAND RAIDED

On January 31, the South Korean po-
lice, with direction from the Pentagon, 
raided and tore down the permanent 
protest camp and tower that are a sym-
bol of the Gangjeong villagers refusal 
to give even more precious land for the 
Navy base under construction that even-
tually will host U.S. ships outfitted with 
so-called ‘missile defense’ interceptors, 
to be aimed at China and Russia. See 
space4peace.blogspot.com for info.

TRANSFORM NOW 
PLOWSHARES



SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:

LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org 
 1.  Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
        632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
       (323) 267-8789
  2.  Hospitality Kitchen
        821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
       (213) 614-9615
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728
ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304
SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420
HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364
PETER MAURIN CATHOLIC WORKER
1149 Crestwood St., San Pedro, CA 90732
(310) 831-3480
KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706
BEATITUDE HOUSE
4575 9th St., Guadalupe, CA 93434
(805) 343-6322
ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410 — lizaOSB@aol.com 
HIGH DESERT CATHOLIC WORKER
21020 Standing Rock Ave. Apple Valley, CA  92307
(760) 247-5732  -  sbremser@charter.net
CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER 
Ocampo #2 Hostotipaquillo, Jalisco Mexico C.P. 46440
http://casacolibrimx.blogspot.com
011-52 - 386-744-5063  -  jmhe76@gmail.com
HALF MOON BAY CATHOLIC WORKER
160 Kelly Ave., Half Moon Bay, CA 94019
(650) 726-6621  -  ericdebode@gmail.com
BURDOCK HOUSE
2444 Chase St., Anderson, IN 46016
(765) 274-1776 - http://burdockhouse.org
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CATHOLIC WORKER EVENTS 
NOT TO BE MISSED

April 3 • 3:00pm
Please join the LACW for our annual Stations of the Nonviolent Cross. 
Meet at Downtown Federal Building, 300 N. Los Angeles St. at Temple

SEDER OF LIBERATION
Sunday, April 12 • 3:00 - 8:00pm

Please call 323-267-8789 to reserve a seat and sign up to bring either a salad or dessert.
All Saints Episcopal Church—Highland Park—5619 Monte Vista St., L.A. 90042

GOOD FRIDAY 
ANTI-WAR STATIONS OF THE CROSS

VESPERS FOR THE LITTLE OFFICE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Sunday, February 22, 7 pm  — Hennnacy House, 632 N. Brittania St., L.A. 90033

SHARE YOUR EXCESS BACKYARD FRUIT
If you have fruit trees on your property and have excess fruit, 

our kitchen guests would certainly enjoy whatever you will not use. 
Please consider donating it. Thank you.

You are invited to walk in the footsteps of a long legacy 
of peace walkers and spiritual leaders to draw attention 
to the nuclear dangers that continue to threaten our 
sacred planet and the community of life.  Please join 
us in transforming fears into compassion, and apathy 
into action in Nevada Desert Experience’s 2015 Sacred 
Peace Walk from Las Vegas to Nevada Nuclear Test Site.  
For registration forms see: nevadadesertexperience.org

2015 SACRED PEACE WALK — MARCH 28 - APRIL 3
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