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CRIMINOLOGISTS REJECT THE NOTION THAT THE DEATH PENALTY IS A DETERRENT

DEATH PENALTY
NOT

A DETERRENT

IN CALIFORNIA: ENDING THE

DEATH PENALTY

MURDER IS A CRIME OF PASSION WITHOUT REFLECTION ON CONSEQUENCES

In Jesus’ justice 
system, offenders 
are allowed to live 
and are called to 
conversion.  They 
are encouraged 
to rehabilitate, 
and are held 
accountable.  

There is no death 
penalty, because 
the death penalty 

is an act that 
says, “There is 
nothing more 
that God can 

do with this life.

By ERIC DEBODE

Jesus entered Jericho and was 
passing through.  A man was 
there by the name of Zac-
chaeus; he was a chief tax col-

lector and was wealthy.  He wanted 
to see who Jesus was, but because 
he was short he could not see over 
the crowd.  So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see 
him, since Jesus was coming that 
way.
   When Jesus reached the spot, he 
looked up and said to him, “Zac-
chaeus, come down immediately, I 
must stay at your house today.”  So 
he came down at once and wel-
comed him gladly.
   All the people saw this and began 
to mutter, “He has gone to be the 
guest of a sinner.”
   But Zacchaeus stood up and said 
to the Lord, “Lord, Lord!  Here and 
now I give half of my possessions to 
the poor, and if I have cheated any-
body out of anything, I will pay back 
four times the amount.”
   Jesus said to him, “Today salva-
tion has come to this house, because 
this man, too, is a son of Abraham.  
For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save the lost.” (Lk. 19:1-10)
   The story of Zacchaeus sums up 
many key themes which run through 
Luke’s gospel:  the high are brought 
low, the lost sheep are gathered, 
justice happens outside of court by 
repairing harms done, the “child of 
Abraham” is welcomed back, and 
the outsider and the unclean are 
recognized as key to the project of 
salvation.
   Zacchaeus was a chief tax collec-
tor, which meant that he got really 
rich by running a shady business; 
he collected taxes for the occupying 
Roman state, and he was despised by 
his fellow Jews.
   He loaned money at exorbitant in-
terest rates, disenfranchised family 
farmers by foreclosing on their loans 
and seizing their lands.  He ruined 
people’s lives in pursuit of more 
wealth.  He was hated and despised 
for lots of good reasons!
   It is no surprise that the crowd 
reacts with anger when Jesus invites 
himself to Zacchaeus’ house for din-
ner.  There is probably no one else 
they would rather see lynched from 
that sycamore tree than Zacchaeus.  
It is no surprise that the crowd turns 
against Jesus very soon after this 
story.
   Even though Zacchaeus is arguably 
an awful person, it is to his credit 
that he wants to see Jesus, and that is 
how he ends up a tree.

   Jesus is aware that rich people 
often bark up the wrong tree to seek 
him out.  He calls Zacchaeus down 
to level ground; he calls the mighty 
to a lowly place, humbling this self-
exalted tax collector.  This is Luke’s 
Magnificat being played out right 
before our eyes.
   It is at this moment that Zacchaeus 
concretizes his conversion—he says, 
“I will give half of everything I own 
to the poor and four times what I 
have defrauded from people.”  Only 
after he publicly acknowledges his 
wrong, commits to change, as well 
as stating how he will make things 
as right as possible does Jesus say, 
“Today! Now! Finally!  Salvation has 
come to this house, because he too is 
a child of Abraham.”
   In Jesus’ justice system, offenders 
are allowed to live and are called to 
conversion.  They are encouraged to 
rehabilitate, and are held account-
able.  In Jesus’ justice system, Zac-
chaeus does not get hanged from the 
sycamore tree.  There is no death 
penalty, because the death penalty 
is an act that says, “There is nothing 
more that God can do with this life.”  
And we all know, because of our 
faith in the God who brings life out 
of death itself, that the death penalty 
is a lie!  It is a lie told to murder 
victims’ family members that killing 
this person will bring you healing.  It 
is a lie told to society that killing this 
person will reduce crime and make 
you safe.  It is an act of revenge car-
ried out in the sight of God who is 
above all else Love, Compassion, and 
Mercy.  Hence, it is blasphemy.
  Nevertheless, people believe it will 
deter other murders.  Yet the facts 
speak for themselves.  
   All the studies confirm that murder 
is overwhelmingly a crime of pas-
sion, done without reflection on the 
consequences, least of all whether or 
not your state has the death penalty.  
Studies confirm that rather than de-
ter, violent crimes actually increase 
during the six months after an execu-
tion.  Killers do not identify with 
the death row prisoner; they identify 
with the executioner who can kill 
without reproach.
  Further, of the four regions in the 
U.S., the South, by far, continues to 
have the highest murder rate, even 
though in 2001 and 2002 over 80% 
of all executions happened in the 
South.  No other region has executed
more than 100 people since 1976—
but the South has executed 722 people 
in that same amount of time.  If 
deterrence worked, they should have  

Continued on page 6
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CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS FROM THE L.A. CATHOLIC WORKER

CHRISTMAS GIFT
FOR AGITATOR READERS

BROKEN
AND

SHARED
Food, Dignity, and the Poor 
on Los Angeles’ Skid Row

By Jeff Dietrich
Special Christmas-only Half-Off Price

—Only $15.95—
Plus Shipping: $4.50 for 1—$1 each 

add’l book. Outside the U.S., $5.50 for 
1—$1 each add’l book (California 

residents add 8.25% sales tax)
when purchased directly from: 

Marymount Institute Press
1 LMU Drive, Suite 3000

Los Angeles, CA 90045-2659
310-338-4570

Fax: 310-338-5767

www.tsehaipublishers.com
info@tsehaipublishers.com

CATHOLIC WORKER ART FAIR/FUNDRAISER
Food, Refreshments, 
Music, Dancing and 
lots of Fun!

Children’s 
Activities—

Bring the kids.

Choose from a variety 
of art items rendered by 
Catholic Worker artist
Manuel Hernandez, 
recently returned from 
Mexico for this exclusive 
gallery engagement.  

Also available, Catholic
Agitator  Editor Jeff 
Dietrich’s recent book, 
Broken and Shared at 
a special Christmas-
only discount of 50% off 
regular price.  Author 
would be delighted to 
sign your copy.

Have fun and purchase 
tasteful, personal art 

pieces as Christmas gifts 
for yourself, family, and 
friends, with proceeds 
that support the Catholic
Workers in Los Angeles 
and Mexico. 

What could be a better 
use of your Christmas 
budget than to 
purchase beautiful 
handmade art that sup-
ports the work of justice 
and compassion, and 
have fun in the process? 

House tours available 
of the Catholic Worker 
one hundred-year-old 
historic Boyle Heights 
Victorian house.

LACW Community 
House
632 N. Brittania St.
Los Angeles, 90033
For more info call
323-267-8789

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2PM
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ENDING THE DEATH PENALTY:  INTERVIEW WITH MURPHY DAVIS

STOP KILLING JESUS

SR. ANNE MONTGOMERY R.I.P.

Murphy Davis, along with her hus-
band Ed Loring, are founders of the 
Open Door Community, the Prot-
estant Catholic Worker in Atlanta, 
Georgia.
   As a significant part of their min-
istry for the last 30 years, Murphy, 
Ed, and the folks from the Open 
Door have visited the imprisoned 
and journeyed with people on death 
row, advocating, counseling, be-
friending, ministering to, and when 
necessary, burying the condemned.

INTERVIEW 
WITH 

MURPHY DAVIS
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Michelle Alexander’s book, The New 
Jim Crow, which documents how the 
criminal justice system has become 
the new means of regulating black 
people.  Could you speak to the way 
in which the death penalty is part of 
this racially punitive system?
Davis:  That is a good question.  I 
have always believed the death pen-
alty is not something separate from 
the whole criminal justice system, 
but rather its most exaggerated mani-
festation.  It is the ultimate form of 
control to take someone’s life.
  A very important purpose of the 
death penalty is imaging—imaging 
who are the bad people; who are the 
people that we have to eliminate; im-
aging the people who, you hear this 
said sometimes, have “forfeited their 
right to be a human being.”  
   When did we ever get the right to 
pontificate in that manner?  Most 
people never really know somebody 
who has committed a murder and 
then sentenced to death, but the 
images are kept before us to say 
that he or she is not worthy of life.  
And once you say that someone is 
not worthy of life, or that they are 
a lesser human being, you can do 
anything to them:  you can torture 
them; you can keep them in solitary 
confinement for years on end; you 
can deny them access to their family; 
you can do anything.  
   I have heard prosecutors say to 
juries, “This person is different and 
you don’t know anybody like this, 
this person is more like an animal 
and you need to get rid of him and if 
you do not, he will get out of prison 
and come after you.”  All this fear-
based stuff is a very effective way to 
control people and keep racist im-
ages alive which equate crime with 
dark skin.  
   Michelle Alexander talks so 
clearly about the reality of drug use 
in this country and yet when people 
hear “drug user” or “drug dealer,” 
they see a black face.  That is what 
was done so effectively in the media 
campaign behind the “War on 
Drugs”—equating criminality with 
a black or brown face—for us in the 
South, primarily a black face.  
   I think death row in California, 
though, is even more heavily com-
prised of minorities than in Georgia; 
I think it is two thirds black and La-
tino.  Of course you have the largest 
death row in the nation.
Agitator:  How many people in 
California are on death row?
Davis:  I believe it is 724.
Agitator:  That is the largest death 
row in the nation?

Longtime peace and justice 
activist, and prophet, Sr. 
Anne  Montgomery, RSCJ, 
85, joined the great cloud of 

witnesses on August 27, after a long 
struggle with cancer.
   Anne joined the Society of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus at age 22.  In 
1975, she began working with school 
drop outs in East Harlem, and began 
her long affiliation with the Catholic 
Worker movement.  
   In 1980, as a member of the Plow-
shares Eight, Anne participated in 
the first plowshares action, which 
called for the abolition of all nuclear 
weapons, carrying out the biblical 
mandate to “Beat swords into plow-
shares and spears into pruning hooks.”
   Since that September 9 action, 
there have been over 95 more 
plowshares actions, of which Anne 
participated in six, her last in 2010, 
as she participated in the Disarm 
Now Plowshares. In total Anne spent 
over three years in jails and prisons 
for her faithful witness to gospel 
nonviolence and peacemaking.

   In 1991, Anne was part of the Gulf 
Peace Team on the Iraq/Saudi border    
calling upon the U.S. not to bomb 
Iraq. She would return to Iraq many 
more times over the following years 
and was one of the activists who 
held a month-long liquid-only fast in 
2000 aimed at ending U.S.-support-
ed sanctions against Iraq.
   Anne also spent many years with 
the Christian Peacemaker Teams 
living in the West Bank and Hebron, 
Palestine/Israel, and in the Balkans.  
And she went to Cuba in 2005 with 
24 others as part of Witness Against 
Torture, calling for the closure of 
Guantanamo Naval Base prison and 
an end to torture.
   Anne once stated something that 
should be taken to heart by each of 
us: “You don’t focus just on prayer, 
reflecting on a book...you go out and 
find some action that needs to be 
done. Some ongoing work that builds 
peace...It is important to be able to 
do something and not give up. It is 
important to be consistent and not 
give up.” Amen, sister, Amen! 

Davis:  That is correct.  Florida is 
actually next, and then Texas.  Of 
course, Texas executes so many 
people that they keep their numbers 
down.  Here is another interesting 
fact:  since 1978, California has 
executed 13 people and the state has 
spent $4 billion on the death penalty.  
That is projected to go to $9 billion 
by 2030.
Agitator:  If the death penalty is 
ended, that might be the reason.
Davis:  That will be it.  A friend of 
mine who has been a death penalty 
lawyer for many years says that it 
is the cost that will end it.  If you 
abolish the constitution, which could 
always happen, you could try them, 
convict them, and take them out and 
shoot them. We appear to be headed 
in that direction.

Agitator:  Just get rid of due process. 
Davis:  As long as executions are 
carried out with some nod to the 
American constitutional system 
of jurisprudence, then it will be a 
very expensive process.  It is all, of 
course, based on lies.  The first lie is 
that more violence will help; if we 
kill the killer, things will be better, 
safer.  That is an absolute lie and 
most of the people who sell that line 
know it is a lie.  The lies just collect 
as they roll down the road: people 
think it is cheaper; people think it is 
fair, and none of that is true.  
   If you begin to lift the page just a 
little bit in practically any of these 
death penalty cases you see a process 
that is severely weighted against the 
defendant.  We say we believe that 
people are innocent until proven 

guilty, but this is not true in our sys-
tem.  I have heard defense lawyers 
say to potential jurors, “My client is 
over there at that table. Do you have 
any feelings about his possible guilt 
or innocence?”  “Well, he must have 
done something or he would not be 
here.”
     All of this eyewitness stuff now 
has been utterly discredited, howev-
er, it was enough to kill Troy Davis, 
and kill many people I know.  It is 
a system that sooner or later has to 
collapse under the weight of all the 
illusions that are patched together.
Agitator:  Can you tell our readers 
about the Troy Davis case, which 
is so paradigmatic of the most 
reprehensible aspects of the death 
penalty?
Davis:  Troy’s sister Martina Cor-
reia, who has since died of cancer, 
campaigned for Troy Davis since 
Day One and she connected with 
Amnesty International.  When Am-
nesty took on Troy’s case it moved 
to a whole different level.  People 
the world over heard about him, the 
national NAACP came on board as 
well as many other national and in-
ternational groups.  
   His case is one we must remember 
and keep in focus because every-
thing was there to raise doubts about 
this conviction.  A number of years 
ago witnesses began to recant.  
   What most white people do not 
understand is that, when you are 
African American and poor, you are 
in some way related to the criminal 
justice system.  If you have not had 
a brush with the law yourself, then 
your brother has, your cousin, or 
somebody has a pending charge, or 
somebody is in jail or prison or on 
parole.  So when you start talking 
about police interviews with this 
group of people, who are all of about 
the same economic class as Troy, 
in other words poor, you often get 
a scenario like…,“Josephine, I see 
that, hmm, your brother is home 
on parole.  Hmm, that’s interest-
ing.  You have anybody else in your 
family…?  Oh, you were arrested 
yourself.  Hmm, very interesting.  
Ok, tell us what you saw that night?  
Did you see Troy Davis shoot the 
police?”  You often see this kind of 
leading questioning, set in a con-
text where witnesses’ families are 
vulnerable.  If you are poor and a 
minority you are in a web that is 
dangerous and you know that the 
police can make your life a living 
hell, so to not cooperate and tell 
them what they obviously want to 
hear is a very perilous step to take. 
It took enormous courage for those 
seven witnesses to come forward and 
recant, even years later, because I am 
sure all were threatened with perjury 
charges.  
   So the case began to unravel, but 
Georgia just stepped up its campaign 
and would not allow anybody to 
break rank and admit that there was 
doubt about the case, because that 
would pull a stone out of the edifice 
that is the death penalty.  You cannot 
allow doubt to creep in; you have to 
believe these prosecutors know what 
they are doing, that they are protect-
ing society, and that they get their 
facts straight.  Bull shit!
Agitator:  So, essentially we ended

Continued on page 6

The homeless are sentenced to death by neglect, while folks on death row are sentenced to death by judicial process. 
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U.S. NINTH CIRCUIT APPELLATE COURT RULES IN FAVOR OF HOMELESS
THE UNIVERSE BENDS TOWARDS JUSTICE...AGAIN!

THE GREAT SHOPPING CART VICTORY PARADE
COMING   LIGHTTO
By THEO KAYSER

Today marks the 647th day 
that Julian Assange, founder 
of the whistle-blowing 
website Wikileaks, has 

been detained without a charge.  For 
most of the past two months he has 
been inside the Ecuadorian embassy 
in London.  Despite the fact that 
Ecuador has granted his request 
for asylum, British authorities will 
not allow him to leave the building.  
They are instead intent on extradit-
ing Assange to Sweden, where he is 
wanted for questioning in relation to 
accusations from two women about 
alleged sexual misconduct.  
   It is important to note that Assange 
has not been formally charged with 
these nor any crimes and authorities 
at this time would like only to ques-
tion him.  We also should realize that 
if questioning was the only intent of 
the Swedish authorities, it could be 
done outside of Sweden under prin-
ciples of the Convention on Mutual 
Assistance in Criminal Matters.  An 
offer to talk to Swedish law enforce-
ment in the U.K. was spurned by 
Sweden.
   His fear is that his extradition to 
Sweden would result in his subse-
quent extradition to the United 
States, where 730 days ago, a secret 
grand jury was set up to investigate 
Wikileaks.  His offer to return to 
Sweden with a diplomatic promise 
not to later be extradited to the U.S. 
also was denied.
   Assange’s fears are not unfounded.  
We have seen how the United States 
has treated Private First Class 
Bradley Manning.  Manning now 
has been held in prison for 844 days 
without a trial, accused of supplying 
classified military documents to As-
sange and Wikileaks.  
   For nine months Manning was kept 
at the military prison in Quantico, 
Virginia in solitary confinement 
under torturous conditions.  First on 
Prevention of Injury Status, and then 
on an unnecessary suicide watch, 
Manning was allowed only one book 
in his cell, was not allowed to sleep 
between the hours of 5am and 8pm, 
and eventually had his clothing and 
eyeglasses taken from him.
   E-mails that later came to light 
showed that an off-site, three-star 
general ordered this punitive treat-
ment of Manning in violation of 
Article 13 of the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice, and that two 
separate brig commanders made 
sure such measures were carried out 
before Manning’s transfer to a new 
maximum security facility at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas.  The fact that 
Manning’s de facto torture was or-
dered by such a high ranking official 
is a testament to the fact that hatred 
for whistle-blowers and truth-tellers 
comes from the top.
   The files Manning is accused of re-
leasing included what later became 
known as the “Afghan War Logs” 
and “Iraq War Logs,” which have 
become a record of the actual history 
(as opposed to the publicly acknowl-
edged history) of these wars.  Read-

ing about these wars in the main-
stream media, a person could easily 
come to the conclusion that nothing 
much was happening other than that 
violent extremists were killing U.S. 
and NATO forces for seemingly no 
reason at all, but these leaked files 
paint a completely different picture 
than the official reports released by 
the military.  
   In these leaked files, we see that 
what was officially described as, 
“The patrol returned to JAF (Jalala-
bad Air Field)” after witnessing the 
detonation of a suicide bomb, the 
actual return to the base featured a 
six-mile race that included heavy fire 
on any person that they passed on 
the way.  Fifty people were injured 
and nineteen were killed.
   Manning also is accused of releas-
ing the now infamous “Collateral 
Murder” video, in which two U.S. 
Army helicopters fire upon a group 
of men, killing 12 civilians, includ-
ing two Reuters reporters, and also 
fire on a van trying to help the in-
jured victims, resulting in the deaths 
of two children.  These incidents are 
just two examples of the myriad offi-
cially unreported deaths of civilians 
in these wars.
   Scripture tells us “Nothing is 
hidden, except to be revealed; nor 
has anything been secret, but that it 
would come to light” (Mark 4:22).  
Light is truly the only thing that 
darkness fears and this is what the 
United States government fears 
most—truth.  
   As I write this, 650 days have 
passed since the beginning of a fi-
nancial blockade on the Wikileaks 
website.  Visa, MasterCard, PayPal, 
and Bank of America (believed to be 
the target of Wikileaks’ next leak) 
have all stopped processing dona-
tions to the website (showing just 
how large corporations rely on the 
cover of darkness to gain wealth, and 
the relationship between the govern-
ment and big business).  This finan-
cial barrier that Wikileaks now has 
faced for so long stands only in the 
background of the witch hunt by the 
U.S.  Their real target is Assange, 
who as an Australian native, cannot 
return to his own country where the 
government has stated they would 
have no issue with extraditing him to 
the United States.  
   When the U.K. decided to extradite 
Assange to Sweden, and Assange 
sought and subsequently received 
asylum from Ecuador, the rules of 
the game had to change.  U.K. of-
ficials, after initially threatening to 
revoke diplomatic status and raid 
the Ecuadorian embassy, have stated 
that they will not let Assange leave 
the building to accept his asylum in 
Ecuador. 
   When all the information at hand 
is taken into account, the only logi-
cal conclusion to be drawn is that the 
United States has been the driving 
force behind this dramatic situation 
around Assange’s legal status.  They 
have Manning, but they also want 
Assange.  An example must be made.  
The people cannot know more than

Continued on page 6

WIKILEAKS SHINES LIGHT IN 
DARKNESS OF U.S. WAR POLICY

COLOMBIA 
EMBATTLED
LACW community member David 
Omondi spent two weeks in July as 
part of a Witness For Peace delega-
tion in Colombia.  Below is a reflec-
tion of his experience.

with him until we rejoin the group. 
   A recent visit to Colombia with a 
Witness for Peace delegation was an 
occasion to accompany a group of 
campesinos from the humanitarian 
zone of Cano Manso in reclaiming 
their ancestral land in the Curvarado 
river basin. Land reclamation is dan-
gerous business in Colombia—more 
than 46 community leaders working 
to return land to displaced peoples 
were killed between 2007 and 2010. 
   Humanitarian zones are areas set 
aside by many of Colombia’s peasant 
communities who profess neutrality 
in the ongoing civil war, and non-
violence as their strategy and way of 
life. They typically consist of a few 
fenced in hectares wherein the com-
munity lives, into which all armed 
actors are prohibited from entering – 
including the police and the military. 
   The destructive forces of capital-
ism maintain a stranglehold in this 
area especially due to its strategic 
importance in the government’s 
economic vision. Its proximity to 
Panama ensures further exploitation 
through the expansion of the Pan-
American Highway, proposed rail-
ways and an army barracks, intended 
to lure international investment and 
make the area a commercial hub. 
Communities in this region have 
been violently displaced from their 
land by paramilitaries, who have 
begun planting African oil palm for 
export, and consolidating expropri-
ated lands to sell to multinationals,

become increasingly tenuous.
   The situation in Cano Manso is 
rather unique because the zone sits 
on roughly two hectares of land di-
rectly adjacent to two hectares upon 
which sit the house and stable of the 
administrator of a sizable ranch of 
expropriated land in the surrounding 
area. The house and stable sit be-
tween Cano Manso’s fence boundary 
and a river.  One of the community’s 
older residents told of how the ad-
ministrator’s house sits on what was 
his grandfather’s grave—his remains 
having been removed for the founda-
tion. The ranch is owned by Luis 
Felipe Molano—a  paramilitary who 
is in prison in New York, extradited 
for drug-trafficking—and adminis-
tered by his uncle in his absence. 
   With the police and 17th Brigade 
encamped around the zone, a strong 
suspicion that there were weapons 
in the house, and the possibility of 
retaliation from paramilitaries, the 
community took advantage of the 
safety provided by the presence of 
U.S. citizens to expand their zone. 
Their new fence surrounded the 
expropriated area between their old 
fence and the river and they asked 
the Molano family to leave, calling 
upon the army and police to assist 
them in their legal right to reclaim 
their land—to no avail. The obvious 
tension between the community and 
army over the next few days made 
it quite clear whose side the boys in 
uniform were really on, as they con-

sistently violated the humanitarian zone.
     We had maintained a constant 
presence around the house for three 
days and nights, sleeping on the veran-
dah and keeping a nightly perimeter. 
   The 17th Brigade commander went
on the radio to describe the situation
as a “kidnapping,” while a falsely elect-
ed official repeated these remarks. 
The tension escalated dramatically on
our final morning when, accompanied 
by comrades from other humanitar-
ian zones, the community cut fences 
and herded the administrator’s cattle 
out of surrounding pastures. Despite
emissaries being sent out by helicopter
from the National Police, the Attor-
ney General, the Ministry of Interior, 
with a directive from the latter to the 
Molanos seeking acquiescence to the 
community’s request within 30 days,
the situation still remains unresolved. 
   Cano Manso and many nearby 
communities have lost leaders in the 
past—murdered by paramilitaries of-
ten with indifference or cooperation of 
police. Yet their courage in the face 
of possible death is truly remark-
able. Their action was successful in 
garnering much attention, and the 
lack of violent reprisals until now is 
a sign of hope. Enrique and others 
are alive and continue the struggle. 
Though the gains were excruciat-
ingly minimal, their perseverance 
reminds us that no matter how grave 
the situation, justice always echoes 
from somewhere on that moral arch. 
It can never be silenced.               Ω

By JEFF DIETRICH

When I look back on 
the great shopping 
cart victory march I 
am stunned to see the 

length and breadth of this gather-
ing—over 100 shopping carts and 50 
people pushing up to six shopping 
carts each. When we came to the 
larger thoroughfare of 5th Street, 
there was a brief rejection of original 
plans for a sidewalk parade in favor 
of just taking over the streets.
   With the full-throated cry, 
“WHOSE STREETS?  OUR 
STREETS!  WHOSE STREETS?  
OUT STREETS!” we began our 
shopping cart victory parade up 5th 
Street towards the Central Division 
police station.
   We gathered with homeless people 
pushing their own Catholic Worker 
shopping carts, along with Pete 
White, Becky Dennison, General 
Dogan, and other friends from the 
L.A. Community Action Network 
(LA CAN) to celebrate our victory 
in the Ninth Circuit Court, which af-
firmed that homeless people have a 
Fourth Amendment right to security 
in their person and their property.  In 
other words, the court has enjoined 
the police and city officials from 
continuing to seize and destroy their 
property or their shopping carts.  
   Before we started our parade we 
were a little worried that twelve 
Catholic Workers would not be 
enough to push 100 carts the eight 
blocks to the police station, but then 
we heard the blaring of loud music 
and went out to investigate.  It was 
General Dogan with 30 extra volun-
teers and the loudest sound system 
ever packed into a shopping cart, the 
kind they put in back of low rider 
cars to annoy policemen.
   Now we were parading up 5th 
Street, music blaring and reverberat-
ing off the surrounding brick build-
ings, and dancing in the streets as if 
we were possessed.  Possessed and 
dancing as if we were the Hebrew 
children dancing across the Red 
Sea—dancing in the euphoria of 
having, if only for a moment, liber-
ated the streets of Skid Row.  There 
were Catholic Workers and Catholic 
Worker volunteers and homeless 
people and organizers from LA 
CAN shouting, marching, dancing, 
and calling to homeless people en-
camped on the sidelines to join us.
   Carl told me that it was the most 
touching thing to see folks who obvi-
ously had a hard time walking strug-
gling to join the parade and pushing 
shopping carts along with others to
the police station.  “I even saw,” he 
told me, “one woman pushing her 
shopping cart with her wheelchair 
inside.”
   Since 1997, the Catholic Worker 
has distributed over 20,000 free 
shopping carts to the homeless of 
Skid Row.  These carts are a thorn 
in the side of the police, the business 
community, and gentrifying develop-
ers, but they are, for the homeless, 
a source of transportation, property 
storage, housing, ambulatory assis-
tance, and employment through recy-
cling.  They are a positive resource 
in their time of great need.   
   They are the property of the Los 
Angeles Catholic Worker, and unlike 
carts from commercial markets, can-

Continued on page 6

Becky from LA CAN L.A. Community Action Network and the L.A. Catholic Worker lead shopping cart parade on September 17, 2012 Jeff Dietrich and General Dogon

David Omondi L.A. Catholic Workers Josephine Burns (left) and Martha Lewis (right) Happy recipient of a new shopping cart

By DAVID OMONDI

It is pouring, thundering, and 
lightning at 6:45am on Monday 
July 16, 2012.  Exhilaration 
overcomes the challenge of 

keeping pace with Enrique as he 
glides effortlessly through dense un-
derbrush of a partially forested cattle 
pasture in Cano Manso, Colombia. 
We are ensuring the last of the cattle 
are out of the bush and headed for 
the gaps in the fences slashed by 
him and the rest of the group as we 
trudged through the mud on our way 
in. We now have lost sight of the 
others, but my focus is on Enrique—
already he has survived attempts 
on his life for his leadership in his 
own peasant community of nearby 
Apartadocito.    
   The 17th Brigade of the Colombian 
army, notorious for human rights 
abuses, is not far away. Yesterday 
Enrique was inaccurately named 
on the radio as “the ring-leader of a 
kidnapping in Cano Manso” by a lo-
cal politician. Alone in the forest he 
could be in danger, so I opt to stay

largely to cultivate bananas and 
oil palm. Though many of those 
displaced have legally regained some 
of their land and have since returned, 
they struggle against insurmount-
able forces to maintain control and 
ensure their wellbeing. Powerful 
business interests in collusion with 
paramilitaries and corrupt politi-
cians ensure that due process in the 
rightful reclamation of ancestral land 
is rarely fulfilled, and use threats and 
targeted killings to intimidate and 
silence community leaders.
   It seems everybody wants a piece 
of Colombia.  While billions of U.S. 
tax dollars are poured into Colom-
bia’s military, and drug money from 
a predominantly U.S. market fuels 
paramilitaries and the revolutionary 
groups they are supposedly fighting, 
multinationals from the world over 
are struggling to gain hold of the 
country’s resources and exploit its 
biodiversity. It is very likely you have 
enjoyed some Colombian coffee, ba-
nanas, or perhaps surprised a loved 
one with a bouquet of flowers that 
were grown in Colombia. Also, the 
high demand for Colombian cocaine 
in the U.S. and the subsequent war 
on drugs (Plan Colombia) consider-
ably raise the figures of U.S. tax and 
consumer dollars that end up here.    
   In the wake of a newly enacted 
Free Trade Agreement will come 
further exploitation, and campesinos’ 
struggle to regain ancestral territory 
in these bountiful hinterlands will
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DeBODE, cont’d from p.1

ENDING THE DEATH PENALTY IN CALIFORNIA

the lowest murder rate in the nation.  
   Of our nation’s top criminologists, 
88% reject the notion that the death 
penalty is a deterrent.  Police chiefs 
polled around the country rank the 
death penalty last in what helps re-
duce violent crime.
   On average, seeking the death 
penalty costs California counties 
approximately $1.1 million more 
than seeking a sentence of life with-
out parole for each first-degree mur-
der case.  The state of California is 
poised to spend $1 billion over the 
next five years on the death pen-
alty while cuts are being made to 
schools, healthcare, social services, 
and crime prevention programs 
(all of which help prevent criminal 
behavior in the first place).  
   It is estimated that the California 
Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation spends an additional 
$100,000 per year, per inmate to 
house someone on death row, which 
is three times the cost of housing an 
average prisoner.  
   While African Americans make 
up only 13% of the population, 35% 
of all executions have been carried 
out against African Americans.  
However, the inherent racism of 
the death penalty is most appar-
ent when you look at the race of 
murder victims.  Although blacks 
and whites are murdered in almost 
equal numbers, 77% of all people 
executed since 1976 were executed 
for murders involving white victims.  
   Therefore, the facts confirm that 
the death penalty is not a deterrent; 
it is bad fiscal policy, and it is racist.  
It is also something we do almost 
exclusively to the poor—the one 
thing nearly all death row inmates 
have in common is poverty.  If we 
believe in God, the One who hears 
the cries of the poor, then we really 
need to examine the classism of the 
death penalty and stand with the 
poor.
   To reference Church teaching:
the Pope, the U.S. Bishops, and the 
California Catholic Conference of 
Bishops have all publicly stated 
that the death penalty is immoral 
and must be abolished.  The logic 
is brief and cogent:  A primary 
responsibility of the justice system 
is public safety.  So, if public safety 
can be maintained by incarcerating 
someone rather than killing them, 
then that is a more moral course.  
Since, in the US, we do have the 
ability to appropriately incarcerate 
violent offenders and protect public 
safety, then the death penalty is 
immoral.
   Many people have quoted scrip-
ture to justify all kinds of hateful 
acts, everything from war, to the 
death penalty, racism, and the sub-
jugation of women, to name a few.  I 
do not believe anyone can seriously 
argue that the message of scrip-
ture is about revenge and the death 
penalty.  Therefore, we the faithful 
must hold to the truth that the over-
arching message of scripture, when 
it comes to the question of God’s 
fundamental character and the call 
made to each of us about how to 
live in this world, is to be loving, 
compassionate, and merciful.
   That love and compassion 
ought to be extended to victims 
as well.  Our churches should be 
places where victims and their 
family members can find solace 
and comfort.  Often hidden in our 
midst, victims’ family members 
go unrecognized and uncared for.  
They deserve our prayers and public 
support as they carry with them loss 
and sorrow.
     Jesus said, “Let those without sin 
cast the first stone.”  His critique of 
the death penalty continues to echo

throughout history.  “Let those 
without sin…”  Take the log out of 
your own eye, take care of your own 
offenses and sins instead of self-
righteously pointing at everyone 
else but yourself…God alone is the 
judge of life and death.
     Christians in favor of the death 
penalty often say, “An eye for an 
eye,” thinking they are making a 
good point by quoting scripture.  
However, the full quotation in Mat-
thew 18 has Jesus say, “You have 
heard it said, an eye for an eye, but 
I say to you, do not resist an evil 
person.  If someone strikes you 
on the right cheek, turn to him the 
other also.”  And the next paragraph 
is on loving your enemy and doing 
good to those who harm you.  Jesus 
is definitely not in favor of “an eye 
for an eye.”  It is good to remember 
that Jesus turns the prevailing, “Do 
unto them as they did unto you,” 
ethic on its head.
   Let’s face it, the death penalty is 
revenge.  While revenge is a legiti-
mate emotion, it is not a very good 
basis for public policy.
   Frankly, it is hard for me to 
believe that any Christian can be in 
favor of capital punishment when 
Jesus himself was executed.  He 
was murdered by the state, a victim 
of the death penalty.  They killed 
the Son of God after an arrest, a 
sham trial, conviction, and sen-
tencing.  We are not supposed to 
support the death penalty as if it 
were part of God’s ongoing plan of 
salvation.  One of the main lessons 
of the crucifixion is that we are 
supposed to always be suspicious of 
any claims and pretenses the state 
and religious authorities make about 
their power, especially the power 
over life and death.
   Weekly we gather around our 
altars to remind ourselves that the 
God we follow is a servant, a foot 
washer, with nowhere to lay his 
head.  The story of Jesus is the story 
of the execution of an innocent per-
son, dedicated only to the self-sac-
rificing power of love and service.  
Our lives are supposed to testify 
to that.  People are supposed to be 
able to look at our faith community 
and be moved by our message of 
compassion and our track record as 
a community that does something 
good in this broken world.  Let us 
humbly pray for God’s blessings as 
we try to be a concrete sign of life 
in our community by reaching out 
to victims, trying to change unjust 
laws, and working to end the death 
penalty.

   This November VOTE to support 
the SAFE California Act.
SAFE California = The “Savings, 
Accountability, and Full Enforce-
ment for California Act.”
The SAFE California Act will 
replace California’s death penalty 
with a sentence of life in prison 
without parole.                           Ω       

Eric DeBode is a former member 
of the Los Angeles Catholic Worker 
who now lives at the Kelly Ave. 
Catholic Worker in Half Moon Bay.  
For many years he has worked to 
abolish the death penalty.

DAVIS, cont’d from p.3

up executing Troy Davis, who was 
in all probability an innocent man.
Davis:  I believe he was innocent.  I 
knew Troy for years, I knew Marti-
na, and I knew the facts of his case.  
I wrote a piece for our newspaper 
Hospitality entitled “He Had to Die 
For the Sins of the State.”  I also 
wrote a piece called “Something is 
Rotten in Savannah” and I have not 
been able to get anyone in the main-
line press to pick it up. Talk about 

circumstances that call for an inves-
tigation of the entire system!  Two 
men clearly innocent and exoner-
ated from death row and two more 
whose guilt was certainly extremely 
questionable, all from the same 
court in Savannah.  There were two 
prosecutors involved: Bucky Ryan 
and Spencer Lawton.  Lawton came 
in later, but was perfectly willing to 
cover Bucky Ryan’s ass to keep the 
wheels turning. This is yet another 
reason Troy’s case was so important,
and I think people around the world 
know his case was very suspect, yet 
Georgia officials closed rank and 
bullishly proceeded to kill him. 
Agitator:  Tell our readers about 
your background and history with 
the death penalty work you do?
Davis:  I am a Presbyterian pastor 
who came out of academic life.  I 
left a doctoral program at Emory 
University in 1976, shortly after 
the Supreme Court upheld the new 
Georgia death penalty, knowing 
only that I would do something 
related to the death penalty.  
     Ed and I were in a little neigh-
borhood church at that point, he 
was the pastor, and they gave me an 
office to open the Southern Prison 
Ministry of Georgia, from which 
I started to visit death row prison-
ers.  Since 1977, I have been visiting 
prisoners and advocating for them 
in their individual cases.  
   As I mentioned earlier, we have 
had people come to live with us 
at the Open Door after getting off 
death row, which is not something 
you see very often; it is a really joy-
ous occasion.  Working in a house 
of hospitality with homeless folks 
we see so many people caught in the 
same death-dealing system.  The 
homeless are sentenced to death by 
neglect, while folks on death row 
are sentenced to death by judicial 
process.  It is the same deadly intent 
and it comes out of the heart of our 
culture.
Agitator:  Why is it important for 
Christians to be against the death 
penalty?
Davis:  That seems like a no-
brainer.  There was never a time I 
thought the death penalty was right.  
I remember as a child thinking how 
barbaric it was.  
   I do not remember anybody ever 
using Jesus to argue in favor of 
the death penalty.  If you go to the 
State Legislature you might hear 
some Christians say, “An eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth,” which 
is taking that completely out of 
context, not at all understanding or 
ignoring what Jesus did with that 
in the Sermon on the Mount.  Very 
clearly, he says, “But now I tell you, 
do not take revenge…” Revenge is 
not permitted and that is what the 
Christian faith is about.  It is about 
restoration, transformation, healing.
  Where do we get anything in the 
teachings of Jesus about taking re-
venge or blood retribution?  He put 
an end to that entire system, insofar 
as it existed in the Judaism of his 
time. He preached healing, transfor-
mation, and forgiveness where there 
is brokenness.  And I do not mean 
cheap forgiveness.  We do not ever 
say that a murder does not matter or 
that they just be released.  Terrible 
violence must be dealt with, and my 
Lord, we have a plateful.  
  The ancient Jews did not haul off 
and execute a lot of people.  That is 
some fantasy that comes from not 
really knowing either the scriptures 
or history.  What the Hebrew law 
was about was preserving the fabric 
of community.  However, if you do 
go back to the laws of ancient Israel, 
what you see is that the death pen-
alty was allowed for something like         

KAYSER, cont’d from p.5

government officials want them to 
know.  Anyone who makes an at-
tempt to inform the public will feel 
the full force of U.S. might, both 
legal and illegal.  Truth is what the 
United States fears most.
   Therefore, we see how these 
forces come together—the U.S., 
U.K. and Swedish governments, as 
well as huge financial institutions 
such as Bank of America or Visa—
all working together to prevent the 
truth from being known, to keep 
light out of darkness.  As Christians, 
we are called to walk in the light, 
and to love light over darkness.  To 
make the truth known is to fight the 
darkness.  In the words of Julian 
Assange, “There is unity in the 
oppression.  There must be abso-
lute unity and determination in the 
response.”                                Ω
To support the work of Wikileaks, 
please go to wikileaks.org. To fol-
low Bradley Manning’s case visit: 
bradleymanning.org   Letters to 
Bradley Manning may be sent to:
Commander, HHC USAG   
Attn: PFC Bradley Manning
239 Sheridan Ave., Bldg 417
JBM-HH, VA 22211

Theo Kayser is an LACW commu-
nity member.

23 to 27 (depending on how you 
count) different offences, including, 
and neither Christians nor most Jew-
ish people today realize this, work-
ing on the Sabbath, insubordination 
from teenagers, adultery for both 
parties.  Why you could wipe out 
entire suburban subdivisions today 
if you followed the letter of that law.  
Therefore, to go into that system to 
justify the death penalty for murder, 
to say that it is biblically mandated, 
is ludicrous and absolutely irrespon-
sible.  If you are going to argue in 
favor of the death penalty from the 
basis of the Christian faith, either 
come up with something new or just 
speak as a member of the Rotary 
Club; do not say you are speaking as 
a Christian.                                Ω  

not be legally confiscated by police 
or city officials.  But such confisca-
tions did happen with regularity 
before this current decision by the 
Ninth Circuit Court.
   Now we celebrate the sanctity of 
Catholic Worker shopping carts as 
well as the validation of the property 
rights of the homeless under the 
protection of the U.S. Constitution.  
Thank God!                       Ω  

Jeff Dietrich is an LACW community 
member and editor of the Catholic 
Agitator.

DIETRICH, cont’d from p.4

SARAH MELICI - R.I.P.
Sarah Melici, who conducted 
a one-person play on Dorothy 
Day called Fool For Christ, 
died at her daughter’s home 
in New Jersey on September 
16.  Sarah had been suffering 
with cancer on and off for 
several years.  Her funeral 
was September 21, with a 
memorial service planned for 
a later date.  Sarah was com-
mitted to spreading the story 
of Dorothy Day and the CW 
movement. Visit her website 
at:  foolforchrist.com
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RESISTANCE UPDATE

   We began the month of August with 
our annual pilgrimage to the gates of 
Vandenberg Air Force Base, where we 
joined a determined group of local ac-
tivists led by our Guadalupe CW Sister 
House in blocking the entrance of the 
base, where a large number of unholy 
nuclear war heads are ensconced, ever 
ready to threaten the existence of all 
life on our terrestrial orb. Before pro-
ceeding to that action we had fortified 
ourselves at the Guadalupe grave-
yard where we observed the 10-year 
memorial of Ladon Sheats’ passing, a 
faithful witness to the Gospel of peace 
who had spent many years in prison 
for numerous acts of resistance against 
nuclear weapons, particularly the U.S. 
nuclear arsenal. 
    As the presidential race begins in 
earnest and words of military arro-
gance are bandied about, arguing who 
can be the toughest leader and ensure

that more U.S. “enemies” can be 
killed, it is good to remember God’s 
men and women of peace amidst those 
vying for earthly power.  I can think 
of no greater tribute to the living or 
the dead than an active demonstration 
of peace.  Ladon Sheats, presente!
   We bid a sad farewell to Thomas 
Weiler. We are ever grateful for his 
faithful service even as he takes on 
the new job of community organizer 
in the Coachella Valley. We will miss 
his handyman abilities, his ready 
smile, and hard work, but we know the 
poor of Coachella are getting a man 
passionately dedicated to the biblical 
vision of God’s peace and justice. 
   For better or worse, there is some-
thing about our work that keeps draw-
ing people back to us, and in the case 
of Elena Klett it is a good thing.  Not 
many college students would spend 
their free time from studies toiling 
away for hours in a packing house just 
to earn the fare to travel from beauti-
ful Germany to the gritty streets of 
Los Angeles’ Skid Row to care for and 
minister to the needs of the broken 
poor.  This is Elena’s fourth sojourn 
with us and every precious day we, 
along with all our friends who benefit 
from her thoughtful caring touch, give 
thanks. 
   Before he could get settled into a 
gig up north working on a farm in 
Oregon, former community member 
Ross Weaver came back for a week-
long encore for old time’s sake and 
to attend a diversionary class on the 
constitutional right to free speech  in 
lieu of prosecution for his arrest when 
Occupy L.A. was shut down.  Former 
community member Manuel Hernan-
dez, now presiding over a burgeon-
ing community in Hostotipaquillo, 
Mexico, is in town for our sister house 
retreat, which is incidentally, facili-
tated by Des Moines Catholic Worker 

stalwart Frank Cordaro and promises 
to be a fantastic event. Manuel has 
already begun preparations for the 
hard work necessary to throw a huge 
pachanga and fundraising spectacle to 
benefit Sister House Casa Colibrí. 
   Pavan Lewis, a native Californian, 
joined us for a few weeks in late sum-
mer.  An experienced worker among 
the homeless, he brought his singing 
talents and willing hands at a time 
when we most needed help. 
     Many of the community partici-
pated in an alternative Downtown Art 
Walk dubbed “Chalkupy,” which took 
place in response to the over-reaction 
of the goons masquerading as sup-
posed “peace” officers who considered 
it necessary to beat down a number of 
ordinary citizens for the hideous crime 
of chalking a few slogans on thorough-
fares of the monthly bourgeois public 
art walk. 
   Bet you didn’t know that the first 
of many classes using Jeff Dietrich’s 
celebrated book was taking place in a 
graduate seminar at Mount St. Mary’s 
here in L.A.  Jeff was elated and 
honored to play the scholar as a guest 
lecturer of said class.  Our own Cath-
erine Morris celebrated her 40-year 
anniversary as a Catholic Worker with 
a small get-together in our community 
room.  My, how time flies when you’re 
having fun and serving God’s beloved 
poor.
   With the upcoming vote on Proposi-
tion 34 to end the death penalty here 
in California, we have begun to ratchet 
up our presence in front of the Spring 
Street courthouse with new signs and 
information brochures. 
    In the spirit of the thought that 
“the world will be saved by beauty,” 
Josephine and Barbara attended a 
block party on Skid Row sponsored 
by fellow activist group LA CAN (Los 
Angeles Community Action Network). 

They saw many of our guests who took 
advantage of a rare opportunity  to 
relax and enjoy music and fun with and 
in their own community. 
     Kitchen volunteer Nick DiRossi in-
vited fellow kitchen volunteers Miguel 
Trejo and John Perez, kitchen guest 
and huge Dodger fan Ray Yamamoto, 
fellow worker and faithful dish washer 
Arnal Kennedy, Thomas, Theo, and 
I to watch the Dodgers get whipped 
by the Giants. We also lucked into a 
bunch of anonymously donated tickets 
to Herbie Hancock’s Hollywood Bowl 
Peace Concert, which most of the 
aforementioned characters as well as 
Saturday kitchen volunteers Pawel 
Chmielewski and Audrey Gasparovic 
and David, Rebecca and her dad Peter 
also attended.
   Catherine and Jeff attended and 
were well received at the 50-year wed-
ding anniversary of dental mainstay 
Rich Meehan and his wife Pat, 
sandwiched between a week away and 
a week of “staycation,” a well-deserved 
rest from the non-stop work that comes 
from running a large soup kitchen and 
a house of hospitality and resistance. 
   We called a press conference to cel-
ebrate the victory of a favorable ruling 
from the Ninth District Circuit Court 
of Appeals affirming the constitution’s 
Fourth Amendment right of protection 
of person and property, which strange-
ly enough actually applies to the poor 
and homeless of Skid Row as well as 
everyone else. A joyful atmosphere 
ensued on the steps and sidewalks 
surrounding Central Division police 
station where we paraded with and 
distributed 100 shopping carts, all the 
while reminding law enforcement to 
leave our folks and their precious few 
possessions be! 

A federal magistrate judge granted 
pretrial release without bond to
Transform Now Plowshares activist, 
Greg Boertje-Obed, 57.  He was re-
leased from Blount County Detention 
Center on September 11 where he had 
been held since his July 28 arrest for 
the plowshares anti-nuclear action at 
the Y-12 National Security Complex in 
Oak Ridge, TN.  Two others involved 
in this action, Michael Walli, 63, and 
Sr. Megan Rice, 82, were released Au-
gust 3.  Sr. Megan recently fell and
suffered two broken wrists, but is re-
covering. She is seeking permission to 
relocate to Rosemont, PA where
her community can better provide for 
her rehabilitation. A court decision is 
forthcoming.  The three activists have 
a February 26, 2013 trial date for the 
misdemeanor and two felonies with 
which they have been charged. For 
more info and updates see:
transformnowplowshares.wordpress.
com

NDAA  UPDATE

In January, award winning journalist 
Chris Hedges, along with six others,
filed a lawsuit against President Obama 
and Secretary of Defense Panetta to 
stop implementation of section 1021 
of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act (NDAA), which allows the 
military to seize U.S. citizens deemed 
to be terrorists or associated with ter-

rorists, and deny them due process and 
habeas corpus and held indefinitely in 
military facilities, including our off-
shore prisons.  Any activist or dissident, 
whose rights were once protected under
the First Amendment, can now be 
threatened under this law with indefi-
nite detention without trial.  In May a 
federal court in New York temporarily 
enjoined section 1021 as being uncon-
stitutional. In August, the Obama Jus-
tice Department filed an appeal.  On 
September 12,  the same lower-court 
federal judge ruled that the temporary 
injunction must be made permanent. 
On September 17, a lone appeals judge 
bowed down to the Obama adminis-
tration and stayed the injunction. The 
stay will remain in effect until at least 
September 28, when a three-judge ap-
peals court panel is expected to make a 
ruling.                             —rt.com/usa

FAILING DEMOCRACY

An international commission led by 
former U.N. chief Kofi Annan, warns 
that the world’s democracies, specifi-
cally the U.S., are being corrupted by 
the increasing role of “uncontrolled, 
undisclosed, illegal and opaque” 
financing of political campaigns.  The 
Global Commission on Elections, 
Democracy and Security concluded 
the growing influence of money in 
politics and attempts to suppress voter 
turnout  exemplifies a failing democ-
racy. Further stating the U.S., as the 
most powerful nation in the world, has 
a responsibility to set an example for 
new and emerging democracies. It not 
only is failing its own citizens, but the 
world as well.  —commondreams.org

PACIFIC “FREE TRADE” DEAL

The highly secretive Trans-Pacific 
Partnership Agreement (TPP) is a 
26 chapter pact that 600 corpora-
tions, through the U.S. government, 
is negotiating with Australia, Canada, 
Japan, and eight other nations in the 
Pacific region. The pact’s intention 
is to spread, over time, anything the 
original parties to the TPP accept 
be imposed on other nations in the 
region, and quite likely the rest of the 
world.  It threatens to limit various 
government regulations including, job 
off-shoring; financial services; zoning 
and land use; workplace, product and 
food safety; energy and other essential 
services;  tobacco and much more, as 
well as to extend restrictive intellectual 
property (IP) laws across the globe 
and rewrite international rules on its 
enforcement (music, movies etc) that 
would have extensive negative ramifi-
cations for users’ freedom of speech, 
right to privacy and due process, and 
hinder peoples’ abilities to innovate.  

ANTI-DRONE PROTEST

Two anti-war activists were convicted 
in federal court on September 17, of
trespassing at central Missouri’s 
Whiteman Air Force Base to protest
the use of unmanned military drones.
Retired minister Ron Faust, 69, of sub-
urban Kansas City and Brian Terrell, 
56, a member of the Catholic Worker 
in Maloy, Iowa, were among a group 
of 40 protesters who demonstrated at 
Whiteman in mid-April. They were 

arrested after entering a restricted area 
without permission. A third protester, 
Mark Kenney, of Omaha, Neb., is 
serving a four-month sentence after 
pleading guilty in June to trespass-
ing.  Sentencing for Terrell and Faust 
is expected within two weeks. Faust, 
a retired Disciples of Christ minister, 
compared drone strikes to “premedi-
tated murder” that cheapen the value 
of human life by allowing shooters to 
be as detached from their targets as 
video game players. 
    — kansascity.com

It also allows new corporate controls 
over natural resources, the environ-
ment, and copyright and patent protec-
tion (generic drugs). Signatory nations 
would be obligated to conform all their 
domestic laws and regulations to TPP’s 
rules.  This amounts to a quiet corpo-
rate coup d’état.            —alternet.org

U.S. ARMS THE WORLD

Arms sales, under the Obama admin-
istration, has become the United States 
sole growth industry.  Categorically, 
the U.S. now dominates global arms 
sales as the U.S. military-industrial 
complex sold over 79 percent of the 
world’s arms in 2011, at a record $66.3 
billion. Russia was a distant second, 
with $4.8 billion in weapons sales.  
Five years ago, the U.S. supplied about 
20 percent of the developing world’s 
arms purchases; last year this jumped 
to 79 percent—under the stewardship 
of our Nobel Peace Prize president.
              —counterpunch.org
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LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
http://lacatholicworker.org 
info@lacatholicworker.org
 1.  Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
        632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033-1722
       (323) 267-8789
  2.  Hospitality Kitchen
        821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
       (213) 614-9615
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728
ISAIAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304
SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420
SR. PETER CLAVER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
430 W. Jefferson St., Philadelphia, PA 19122
(215) 232-7823
HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364
PETER MAURIN CATHOLIC WORKER
1149 Crestwood St., San Pedro, CA 90732
(310) 831-3480
KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706
BEATITUDE HOUSE
4575 9th St., Guadalupe, CA 93434
(805) 343-6322
ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410 — lizaOSB@aol.com 
HIGH DESERT CATHOLIC WORKER
P.O. Box 3157,  Apple Valley, CA  92307
(760) 247-5732  -  sbremser@charter.net
CASA COLIBRÌ CATHOLIC WORKER 
http://casacolibrimx.blogspot.com
011-52 - 386-744-5063  -  jmhe76@gmail.com
HALF MOON BAY CATHOLIC WORKER
160 Kelly Ave., Half Moon Bay, CA 94019
(650) 726-6621  -  ericdebode@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS ON SKID ROW
WE NEED STAMPS, CALENDARS, SOCKS

AND SPANISH CHRISTMAS CARDS
•STAMPS: Please send 45- and 85-cent stamps for our annual Christmas card project. 

•SPANISH CHRISTMAS CARDS:  Your generosity has provided us with plenty of English 
Christmas cards, but we are in dire need of SPANISH Christmas cards. 

•CALENDARS: Our friends downtown appreciate calendars. If you have extras, please send 
them as a New Year’s treat.  

•SOCKS: Our guests are forced to walk a great deal each day. This creates a great need for 
socks. Please send men’s large white socks.  THANK YOU and GOD BLESS.

CHRISTMAS ART FAIR
and BOOK SALE

Choose from a variety of art items rendered by 
Catholic Worker artist Manuel Hernandez, recently 
returned from Mexico for this exclusive gallery 
engagement.  Also available, Catholic Agitator 
Editor Jeff Dietrich’s recent book Broken and Shared 
at a special Christmas-only discount of 50% off regular 
price.  Author would be delighted to sign your copy.

Sunday, October 14, 2pm
L.A. Catholic Worker 
632 N. Brittania St.

L.A. 90033
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