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CRITIQUING THE
IMPERIAL PAPACY
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 This month only you can send
(the Agitator to up to three of
(your friends! Nonscientific
|studies have shown that reading
|the Agitator can magically re-

| grow hair, increase SAT scores,
| get in to the college of your
|choice, make you taller and
|more attractive. “How much for
lall this?” you ask, $5? ... NO!
1$3? ... NO! $1.99? ... NO! If
lyou cut out this form and send
lit within the next fifteen min-
lutes you can get all this for

_Eﬂmm_ You can’t afford not to!*

_ Name:

_b%&&%n
| City/State/Zip:

| Name:

_
|Address:

_ City/State/Zip:
_ Name:
|Address:

| City/State/Zip:

| Your Name:

_ *Note: Offer not available in Utah.
Send to: Agitator, 632 N Brittania St; LA, CA 90033
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TAR WARS PROTEST

GUEST SPEAKER: KATHY KEL

MAY 21 @ 1 PM

Join the LACW and guest speaker Kathy Kelly, of
Voices in the Wilderness, on Armed Forces Day at the
gates of Vandenberg Air Force Base. Vandenberg is the
testing ground for the National Missile Defense pro-
gram and launch-site for missile guidance and sur-
veillance systems.

For details call: Dennis at the Guadalupe CW

805-343-6322.

PERIODICAL POSTAGE
PAID AT
LOS ANGELES, CA

Los Angeles Catholic Worker
632 North Brittania Street
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DAY AT THE PARK
WE NEED YOUR FINANCIAL

HELP

Throughout the summer we rent a bus to take the poor
on an old-fashioned picnic! We need your financial help
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SISTER HOUSE NETWORK:

LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC WORKER:
www.lacatholicworker.org
1. Ammon Hennacy House of Hospitality
632 N. Brittania St., Los Angeles, CA 90033
(323) 267-8789
2. Hospitality Kitchen
821 E. 6th St., Los Angeles, CA 90021
(213) 614-9615
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
500 W. VanBuren St., Las Vegas, NV 89106
(702) 647-0728
ISATAH HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
316 S. Cypress Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 835-6304
SADAKO SASAKI HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
1321 W. 38th St., Norfolk, VA 23508
(757) 423-5420
ST. PETER CLAVER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
430 W. Jefferson St., Philadelphia, PA 19122
(215) 232-7823
HOUSE OF GRACE CATHOLIC WORKER
1826 E. Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19125
(215) 426-0364
PETER MAURIN CATHOLIC WORKER
1149 Crestwood St., San Pedro, CA 90732
(310) 831-3480
KIERAN PRATHER HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
672 2nd Ave., San Bruno, CA 94066
(650) 827-0706
BEATITUDE HOUSE
4575 9th St., Guadalupe, CA 93434
(805) 343-6322
CASA FRAY BARTOLOME VERACRUZ C.W.
Ixpepe #6, Col. Jacarandas, Coatepec, Ver. Mex. 91500
obrerocatolicomx @terra.com.mx
011-52-228-816-7280
ST. BENEDICT HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY
4022 N. Cheryl Ave., Fresno, CA 93705
(559) 229-6410
HIGH DESERT CATHOLIC WORKER
P.O. Box 3157, Apple Valley, CA 92307
sbremser @charter.net
(760) 247-5732
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“POWER CORRUPTS AND ABSOLUTE POWER CORRUPTS ABSOLUTELY”

CRITI

by JEFF DIETRICH

t’s bigger than the Super Bowl,
bigger than the war in Iraq, big-
ger than the election of a mere
American president, bigger than
tsunamis in Indonesia or earthquakes
in Turkey. It is a spectacle of unpar-
alleled proportions. The death of a
pope is the biggest show on earth.

Ordinarily I feel quite at home in
the Catholic Church. Well, at least I
feel uncomfortably at home in the
Catholic Church. But there are times
like these—the death of a pope or the
building of a new cathedral—that my
discomfort level is significantly in-
creased. It must be something akin
to the level of discomfort felt by
populist Britons at the coronation of
a new monarch, causing a reexamina-
tion of the entire complex of anti-
quated, vestigial structures that re-
main attached to the body politic like
the superfluous appendix remains at-
tached to the human body for no ap-
parent reason. Well, it’s not quite
like that, because the Papacy is
hardly vestigial or superfluous to the
functioning of the institutional
Church.

Anyone who has taken a Western
civics course is familiar with the
quote: “Power corrupts and absolute
power corrupts absolutely.” Some
might even remember that the author
of the quote was Lord Acton, a Brit-
ish aristocrat. And like myself, they
probably assumed that Lord Acton
was referring to some despotic Brit-
ish monarch. But they no doubt
would be as surprised as I was to find
out that Lord Acton was referring to
the pope—Pope Pius IX, to be ex-
act—when he had declared himself
infallible in Faith and Morals at the
First Vatican Council in 1870.

In an effort to shore up waning
Church authority in the face of 19th-
century attacks by science, rational-
ism, and democratic populism, Pius
IX convened the First Vatican Coun-
cil, which confirmed his infallibility
and rejected almost 2000 years of
episcopal equality and collegiality,
and officially removed the supreme
power of the Church from the coun-
cil of Bishops and relocated it in the
person of the Pope himself. Theolo-
gian Hans
Kiing,
among oth-
ers, recog-
nizes this
event as the
final tri-
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A PARALLELISM WAS ESTABLISHED BETWEEN CHRIST AND THE EMPEROR

THE
TRAGIC
TURN

UING THE
IMPERIAL PAPACY

5
Pope John Paul 11
.|

“Once Christianity
became the religion of
Empire, its success was
linked to the success of

empire, and
preservation of empire
became the decisive
criterion for ethical
behavior...Its
accommodation to
power politics through
the infinitely malleable
ideology of the just war,
its abandonment of
the...social theory of
atonement for the blood
theory, its projection of
the reign of God into an
afterlife or the remote
Juture—all of this
gutted the Church’s
message of its most
radical elements.”
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umph in a lengthy historical quest
for absolute papal authority that be-
gan, at least, with the advent of the
Emperor Constantine. “At long last,”
says Kiing in his book The Catholic
Church, A Short History, “the Roman
system had found it’s cornerstone”
(Kiing, 167).

I suppose that, in some ways, it is
idealistic in the extreme to seek a re-
turn to a pre-Constantine church, but
it is nevertheless important to reex-
amine the tragic turn that the Chris-
tian church took as it moved from
the humble house church of the cru-
cified Christ to the Church of empire
under Constantine. As theologian
Walter Wink has noted in his book
Confronting the Powers, “Once
Christianity became the religion of
Empire, its success was linked to the
success of empire, and preservation
of empire became the decisive crite-
rion for ethical behavior...Its accom-
modation to power politics through
the infinitely malleable ideology of
the just war, its abandonment of
the...social theory of atonement for
the blood theory, its projection of the
reign of God into an afterlife or the
remote future—all of this gutted the
Church’s message of its most radical
elements. Jesus was divinized, the
Mass became a perpetual sacrifice,
rather than an end of all need for sac-
rifice, and Jews were scapegoated for
the death of Jesus...” (Wink, 150).

It is the scapegoating of the Jews,
according to author and historian
James Carroll in his exhaustive book
Constantine’s Sword, that forms the
dark side of Christianity. True, while
Carroll locates the roots of Christian
anti-Semitism in the early church,
and to some extent in the gospels
themselves, these were relatively be-
nign elements until the formation of
the imperial papacy and the solidifi-
cation of Church dogma, which un-
der Constantine invested the Church
with state power.

It was Constantine himself who
called and presided over the Council
of Nicea in 325 AD, the first-ever
gathering of all bishops in an ecu-
menical council. Constantine literally
imprisoned the
% bishops in a royal
, Jpalace until they
«all agreed upon
‘a unified set of
principles,
hich later be-
continued on
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THE TRAGIC TURN OF THE CHURCH

ED BIRMINGHAM (aka JOHN MOWERS)
1926 - 2005 R.L.P.

On March 23, Ed Birmingham
(also known as John Mowers), our
long-time guest, died in our home.
The following tribute was written by
Karl Meyer, who knew him longer
than any of us here in Los Angeles.

by KARL MEYER

met John in 1958. A priest sent

him. He was my fourth guest at

St. Stephen’s House of Hospital-

ity in Chicago. I was twenty-one
and he was thirty-one at the time. Of
the hundreds who stayed with us, he
was one of two who returned many
times over the years, and the only
one left alive still in touch with us
until his death on March 27.

I’m looking now at the one image
of Jesus that hangs on the wall in my
bedroom. John assembled it from
found objects and gave it to me
shortly after he came the first time.

It is a cheap gold-painted image of
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Jesus on a cross, taken from a dis-
carded rosary. He glued it to the
rusty surface of a flattened tin can. It
hangs by the pop-up top from a soda
can. An inscription made with em-
bossed plastic labeling tape reads,
“What shall we do with him?” This
is John’s ironic commentary on what
Christian culture has done with the

essential meaning of Jesus.

John was discarded in our society.
He was born near LaSalle, Illinois.
Orphaned or abandoned in early
childhood, he was separated forever
from six brothers and sisters, and
raised in an orphanage. He ran off in
his teens and wandered as a rootless
tramp for the rest of his life, living
mostly in New York, Chicago, San
Francisco, or Los Angeles. He once
disclosed that he had labored in the
wage system not more than two or
three days in his whole life. In the
forties he worked part of one day as
an elevator operator at the Chicago
Athletic Club before quitting, and a
day or two as a bellhop elsewhere.

He had a brilliant mind and an en-
cyclopedic memory, but he also had a
volatile temper that he kept con-
cealed beneath a persona of obsequi-
ous politeness. He scratched a spo-
radic livelihood out of elaborate con
games, intricate in conception but not
very lucrative in execution. So, he
spent much of his life on the street or
at shelters, eating meals at soup
kitchens. He is fondly remembered

at Martin de Porres House in San
Francisco as well as at the Los Ange-
les Catholic Worker.

John was obsessed with wealth and
valuable objects. He had encyclope-
dic knowledge about finance, money,
precious metals, priceless antiquities,
jewelry, classical and modern art, and
every other kind of object that could
be valued at a high price. Kathy
Kelly, whose interests are focused
completely on human relationships,
used to beg him to spare her from de-
tailed lectures on precious objects.

Notwithstanding his interests, John
accumulated and possessed nothing
for himself. Whenever he scored a
few hundred dollars from one of his
schemes, he spent it all within a few
days on a hotel room, one set of new
clothes, art supplies, and the rest on
generous gifts or hospitality to what-
ever friends or casual acquaintances
happened to be around.

John had a modus operandi for
scamming some of the richest corpo-
rations in America for modest
amounts of cash. He read the Wall

continued on p.6

Dietrich, continued from p.1
came known as the Nicene Creed.
This creed laid the cornerstone of
Church dogma and set in place and
gave the murderous Roman empire
unwarranted spiritual authority.

It also set in place the historic mode
of a legalistic, demagogic Church,
which persecuted and executed pagan,
Christian, and Jewish deviants from
the creed, giving rise to the horrors of
the Spanish Inquisition and ultimately
to the holocaust itself. In the Roman
Church of empire, a heretic was quite
literally a traitor.

The paradox and ambiguity of the
scriptures, which in the Jewish tradi-
tion has inspired centuries of elo-
quent debate and dialogue, was, over
time, crammed into a narrow Roman
system of legality and morality that
privileged orthodoxy over orthopr-
axy—right thinking over right action.

“This moralistic attitude is essen-
tially a masculine trait,” says French
theologian Jacques Ellul in his book
Subversion of Christianity. It is an
attitude of judgment, of stiffness, of
rigidity, of calculation of debits and
assets, of classification, of designa-
tion, of the establishment of what
should and should not be done.

It necessarily led to the suppression
of the feminine in the entire corpus
of scripture, but most especially as it
is manifested in the gospels. ‘“Neu-
tralizing women,” says Ellul, “was
essential precisely because the rev-
elation of God in Jesus Christ, as it is
given throughout the Bible, assigns
to women all the values of life (as
opposed to the values of mere social
well-being)” (Ellul, 93). Thus the
Imperial Church is, and continues to
be, a patriarchal, hierarchical church.

And Christian art under
Constantine, says Justo Gonzalez in
A History of Christian Thought,
“now became triumphal art, progres-
sively centered on Christ as Lord of
heaven and earth. Liturgy, which had
remained relatively simple, now be-
gan to take up the uses of the Impe-
rial court. For a parallelism was es-
tablished between Christ and the em-
peror. And architecture now under-
took the construction of churches
that reflected the imperial liturgical
developments.” (Gonzalez, 261).

Like all imperial entities it was nec-
essary for the Church to focus on the
visual: art, architecture, and liturgy.
While I am well aware of the mo-
mentous contributions that the
Church has made to the artistic heri-
tage of Western culture, it is impor-

tant to hold that contribution in ten-
sion with the essential biblical wis-
dom that forbade the Hebrew people
from worshiping graven images or
from making a visual representation
of God or, even, of a human person.
Taken in concert with the prophetic
and the gospel critiques of temple lit-
urgy, it is a formulation of the ancient
Biblical recognition that the visual
arts, whether manifested through the
pyramids in Egypt or the Parthenon
in Athens or the ziggurats in Babylon
or the Coliseum, were idolatrous im-
ages that provided incarnate visual
efficacy to the divine power of the
oppressive and enslaving state au-
thority.

Rich and powerful people pay for
art that reinforces the status quo of
the dominant power paradigm—
starving artist not withstanding—and
that is the essential biblical wisdom.

“The Church,” as Ellul writes in his
powerful book Humiliation of the
Word, “allowed itself to be invaded
by images. It wanted to become vis-
ible, establishing itself on the foun-
dation of visible evidence. This de-
veloped alongside the theology of the
Church’s power and lust for power,
which became incarnate in the insti-
tution.” (Ellul, 183)

It is this artful element of spectacle
that has kept the contemporary media
so focused on the Vatican—the
drama and the ritual, the images of
Michelangelo and the Sistine chapel,
the red-robed Cardinals, the pag-
eantry of the Mass, the processions,
the paintings of DaVinci.

And it is that same element of im-
perial spectacle that created the per-
fect stage for John Paul II, the former
drama student, who with his charis-

matic, flair and world-traveling pag-
eantry, was able to focus world atten-
tion on the Church. John Paul II was
able to use the power of his popular
media embracing personality to rein-
vigorate the centralized papacy and
frustrate the egalitarian reforms of
the Second Vatican Council. Catho-
lic theologian Hans Kiing writes, “He
is a man with charisma...with an im-
pressive gift for publicity...he has
become a media superstar, and for
many people in the Catholic
Church...a kind of living cult
figure...But...his course of conserva-
tism and restoration is so clearly rec-
ognizable that in every respect he
must be courteously but unambigu-
ously criticized.” (Kiing, 190)

The unprecedented reforms of the
Second Vatican Council (1958-1965)
were an attempt by the Church to dis-
mantle some of the increasing cen-
tralization of the papacy and its ad-
ministrative arm, the Curia, that had
been solidified by the reactionary
Pope Pius IX in 1870, and return the
Church to a more populist model of
“collegiality” in which power resided
not in the centralized authority of an
infallible pope, but in the hands of
the local bishops.

Though the Church has for centuries
been one of the most centralized orga-
nizations in history, the vast distances
under its watchful eye insured a certain
autonomy of local churches. It is only
with the advent of modern technology
that the Vatican has been able to utilize
its centralized authority to control the
actual day-to-day operations of far-
flung local churches in much the same
manner as a modern CEO.

“Meanwhile under John Paul, Ro-
man legalism, clericism, and
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triumphalism, which had been so
vigorously criticized by the bishops
at the council,” says Kiing, “has
come back with a vengeance, cos-
metically rejuvenated and in modern
dress.”

John Paul, through his personal
charisma and personal charm, has
done more than any other pope to
dash the hopes of reform that could
have achieved much to move the
Church from sins of Constantinian
imperial papacy towards a more
popularly-based collegial Church.
My own sentiments are best summed
up in the spirit of Catholic priest and
theologian Richard Rohr, in a recent
article in Sojourners magazine.

“My disappointment in the present
pope,” Rohr writes, “is that John Paul
has said and written many fine and
courageous things that will stand the
test of time...but it is quite clear that
he does not appoint cardinals or bish-
ops or call forth a Church culture that
does much of the same...We have be-
come more and more an exclusionary
institution. Our present list of ‘purity
codes’ has little gospel support and
does not speak to mature people.”

You might rightly ask why bother
to remain in a Church where it
doesn’t look like things are going to
get much better, especially with the
election of our new pope? Why
bother to remain in a Church that will
probably continue down the road of
the triumphalistic Constantinian pa-
pacy, that continues to denigrate
women, persecute free-thinking theo-
logians, and reduce the gospels to
moralistic purity codes?

Well, I remain because it is still
paradoxically the Church of Philip
Berrigan, Cesar Chavez, Dorothy Day,
Archbishop Romero, Mother Teresa,
and a whole cloud of heroes and saints
who continue to inspire me. I remain
because of the Mass. I remain be-
cause of the Eucharist. I remain be-
cause, despite its sinfulness and bro-
kenness and perversions, it is where [
first heard the gospels. I remain be-
cause it is still, as Dorothy Day once
said, the Church of the poor. I remain
because we have been “commis-
sioned” to be the tiny mustard seed of
gospel “orthopraxy” stuffed down the
dark, lifeless soil of an imperial
Church that will, in God’s good time,
rend the stony monument of imperial
pride. I remain because it is my home
and my family. Q

Jeff Dietrich is a member of the
LACW and editor of the Agitator.
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CRITIQUING THE IMPERIAL PAPACY

It means to be poor and live among the poor, to be nonviolent and insist upon nonviolence. To be truthful and
loving, not owning stuff and not lording it over anyone. And it means going to some position of equity with one
another... It means that we must be people of prayer and people of the good book...

IAND WE WILL!

NAME OURSELVES CHURCH

INTERVIEW WITH
LIZ McALISTER

Liz McAlister is a long-time peace
activist and resister. She and her late
husband Philip Berrigan, founded
Jonah House resistance community
and are founders of the Plowshares
movement.

Agitator: Is that a reflection of a po-
litical perspective or is it a consistent
theological perspective?

Liz: 1 would tend to say that it is
both, don’t you think? Jesus put the
command to his apostles to preach
the good news and to cast out de-
mons. In this country we don’t see
the demons, we don’t understand
revelation, and the idea of casting out
demons has been utterly lost in the
Catholic church. That practice has
been taken over by right-wing
evangelicals, who see evil rather dif-
ferently from the way I do.

Agitator: Do you think that there
was a period in Catholic history

Agitator: My primary interest in
talking with you would be to get
your reaction to the new pope. But,
would you care to talk first about the
former pope?

Liz: 1 would have really respected

Photo from news.yahoo.com

him if he had gone to Iraq and if he Pope Benedict XVI - — when the church had more of a social
had made it clear to the clergy in this agenda?
country that the war is wrong. If, be- Liz: Yes, the first couple of hundred
causerc))/f his leadership we h§d had THIS POPE IS A DISASTER FOR THE years, before ConstantIi)ne. During
riests preaching that you can not re- those years Christians would not
Eeive tlﬁa Euchargist if )}zlou vote WORLD AND FOR THE J EWS serve iyn the army; they would not
money for this war or if you partici- by RABBI MICHAEL LERNER kill. Nor would they kowtow to the
pate in this war...That is the kind of empire. And they were regarded as
leadership that we need in the ince the days in which he served in the Hitler Youth and Nazi army in pariahs and as a threat and so they
church. And we didn’t have that. Germany (apparently against his will, but nevertheless apparently ab- were persecuted and killed.
Clearly, he was against the war, but sorbing the deep patriarchal and authoritarian character structure that Agitator: At what point do you
that message got lost among every- the fascists did so much to foster in youth), to his role as the leader of think that the church made a wrong
thing else that he said. As far as [ am the forces that suppressed the liberatory aspects of Vatican II and purged or si- turn?
concerned, he’s not relevant. lenced the Church of its most creative leadership. Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger Liz: With Constantine, certainly.
And of course, Benedict XVI is the has distinguished himself as a man who can be counted on to side with the most People got tired of being second-
one who ordered that politicians who anti-humane and repressive forces, in opposition to those who seek to give pri- class citizens and saw that period as
support abortion or same-sex mar- macy to a world of peace and justice. an opportunity to spread Christianity.
riage ought to be denied the Eucha- So it was with great distress that we watched as Cardinal Ratzinger led the In effect, the temptations Christ faced
rist. That came right from him. But Vatican in the past twenty-five years on a path that opposed providing birth in the wilderness were acceded to by
nothing comparable towards people control information to the poor of the world, thereby ensuring that AIDS would church leadership. But everybody
supporting the war. spread and kill millions in Africa. breathed a sigh of relief and said
Agitator: Why do you think it is And we watched with even greater distress as this Cardinal supported efforts “Now we’ve arrived,” and they didn’t
that there are all these great papal to involve the Church in distancing itself from political candidates or leaders realize to what they had arrived.
statements against the war and who did not agree with the Church’s teachings on abortion and gay rights, pri- Look at today’s world, for heaven’s
against global capitalism, but all you oritizing these issues over whether that candidate agreed with the Church on is- sake. This new pope fought in the
hear about is the church’s stance on sues of peace and social justice. As a result, Cardinal Ratzinger has led the Nazi army. He deserted in 1945.
abortion and gay marriage? Church away from its natural alliance with Jews in fighting for peace and social Well, good for him, but give me a
Liz: I think, in addition to not mak- justice and toward a stance which in effect allies the Church with the most reac- break. Folks say he didn’t really
ing the message clear enough, the tionary politicians whose policies are militaristic and offer a preferential option have a choice back then, but we all
church in this country and the church for the rich. know lots of Germans who made
in general largely identifies morality We can’t help noticing that under Cardinal Ratzinger’s tutelage the Church other choices, and many of them died
with personal morality and refuses to began moves to elevate the infamous Pope Pius XII to the status of saint. In- for it.
deal with public morality. stead of repenting for the failure of the Church to give unequivocal messages Agitator: Who are some of those
The church in this country is largely telling all Catholics that they would be prevented from receiving communion Germans that come to mind?
about “me and Jesus” and the Eucharist for collaborating or cooperating in any way with Nazi rule, or for failing to hide Liz: The most obvious would be the
and confession and issues of marriage and protect Jews who were marked for extermination, Ratzinger has sought to draft-resister Franz Jaegerstatter and
and family, and is not very involved whitewash this disgraceful moment in Church history. Many Jews are outraged Dietrich Bonhoeffer and also the
with social issues. The church here is at a Church that denies communion to those who have remarried or those who White Rose group, Sophie and Hans
very good about doing good, but it is oppose making abortion illegal but that did not similarly deny communion to Scholl, and then all the rescuers,
very bad, if not utterlyguninvolved, in those who participate in crimes againstf_j".‘.L humanity. those wonderful people who just saw
confronting evil and In fact, Cardinal Ratzinger pub- & * s, it as the most natural thing in the
naming evil. The only Vi continued on p.6 ol a8 A world to save Jews. Andr¢ Trochme,
evil that it seems to con- 9., N R " - continued on
front is individual moral- § ¥ g ) ik ; ] .
ity, specifically sexual = ] " Y |

morality. o
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A PROPHETIC CONVERGENCE: WILLIAM STRINGFELLOW AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

“I am convinced that if we are to get on the right side of the world revolution, we as a nation must undergo a radical revolution of values. We must rapidly begin the shift from a thing-oriented society to a person-oriented society.
When machines and computers, profit motives and property rights are considered more important than people, the giant triplets of racism, materialism, and militarism are incapable of being conquered.” Hereby Martin King names
the principalities and powers; he’s singling out the three reigning powers in American life.

NAMING THE PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS

Bill Wylie-Kellermann, a long-time
[friend of the LACW, is a teacher for
the Seminary Consortium for Urban
Pastoral Education in Chicago, the
author of Seasons of Faith (Orbis),
the editor of Keeper of the Word
(writings of William Stringfellow),
and on the steering committee of
Word and World. Bill was the pre-
senter at our First Sunday session on
April 3rd. The following is an ex-
cerpt from his talk that afternoon.

by BILL WYLIE-KELLERMANN

I want to set two important theologi-
cal texts before us. One is the reflec-
tion of William Stringfellow at the
first Conference on Religion and
Race at Chicago in 1963. The other,
from Martin Luther King, Jr. (who
also addressed that conference), is
his major speech at Riverside
Church, April 4, 1967, wherein he
went on record against the war in
Indochina, precisely one year before
his martyrdom.

Stringfellow was a Harvard-trained
lawyer who went straight from law
school in 1956 to East Harlem where
he improvised street law, before there
really was such a thing. He is cru-
cial, theologically, for being the one
in the U.S. to bring the “principalities

Z and powers” back on the map of eth-

§ ics and ministry. This language,

£ found largely in the letters of Paul—

= the rulers and authorities, and

i~ princes, thrones, and dominions—
comprise terms which had been

> hermeneutically inaccessible to the

£ church, virtually since the conversion

% (so-called) of Constantine in the
fourth century. Stringfellow would
reference that same event, actually, as
the conversion of the church to em-
pire. Since that time, all these New
Testament terms, so explicitly politi-
cal and tied largely to the crucifixion
and resurrection of Jesus, came to be
read as little more than wispy distant
things, impertinent hierarchies in
spiritual outer space.

It took certain historical crises,
such as the rise of National Socialism
in Germany, to bring people to a re-
reading of these texts, to see them
with new eyes, and reclaim the lan-
guage of the powers. In that case it
was the Confessing Church—
Bonhoeffer, Barth, and others.
Christians in Germany said, Where
does Nazism come from and what
does it mean? Are we to be subject
to these authorities?

In the U.S., the crisis was the
struggle for racial justice on the one
hand and the war in southeast Asia
on the other. These same kinds of
questions were being asked about the
structures of American apartheid and
the Pentagon. What are these raging
powers, biblically and theologically?

Stringfellow claimed it was the
people of East Harlem who put him
on to the powers, simply by the way
they talked of the Man or the cops or
the Mafia or the welfare bureaucracy
or the real estate landlords—as
though they were predatory creatures
arrayed against the community, eat-
ing it alive. It was they who sent him
scurrying for the biblical texts. But
the *63 Religion and Race Confer-
ence took their concrete application
to a new level. Though his remarks
were controversial on a number of

Bill Wylie-Kellermann offers blessing during
liturgy at LACW April First Sunday event.

scores, it was this theological take
which provoked the biggest response.
He said in part,

From the point of view of either
biblical religion, the monstrous
American heresy is in thinking that
the whole drama of history takes
place between God and human be-
ings. The truth, biblically and theo-
logically and empirically is quite oth-
erwise: The drama of this history
takes place amongst God and human
beings and the principalities and
powers, the great institutions and
ideologies active in the world. It’s
the corruption and shallowness of
humanism which beguiles Jew or
Christian into believing that human
beings are masters of institutions or
ideology. Or to put it a bit differ-
ently, racism is not an evil in human
hearts or minds: racism is a princi-
pality, a demonic power, a represen-
tative image, an embodiment of death
over which human beings have little
or no control, but which works its
awful influence over human life.

Some people found this a bleak as-
sessment. In fact, the Hebrew
scholar and prophetic mystic,
Abraham Heschel, to whom he was a
respondent, retorted, “Mr.
Stringfellow, if my people had be-
lieved as you do, we would still be
making bricks for Pharaoh.” That is
how dark a word some were hearing
in these remarks. Benjamin Mays,
who chaired the conference, wrote in
his autobiography that at the time he
felt Stringfellow was preaching de-
spair, but he later came to believe
that he was right.

This was obviously a very uncon-
ventional take on racism. It was rac-
ism understood as more than preju-
dice and more even than an institu-
tional structure. He was contending
that racism has a spiritual reality to it,
such that you could dismantle the le-
gal apparatus of apartheid in this
country, that is, repeal Jim Crow
and...end of racism, right? No, it
rises up and reconfigures itself in
some more subtle and guileful form,
but every bit as demonic. This is a
very potent spiritual reality, with
structural (it is always incarnated) di-
mensions. That is what Stringfellow
means in calling it a power.

He doesn’t, however, stop there.
We best read just a little bit further.

This is the power with which Jesus
Christ was confronted and which at
great and sufficient cost he overcame.
In other words, the issue here is not
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Fr. Mike Kennedy SJ, and Fr. Chris offer up a praye
March 16 LACW vigil, civil disobediance action.

equality among human beings but
unity among human beings. The is-
sue is not some common spiritual
values nor natural law nor middle
axioms. The issue is baptism. The is-
sue is the unity of all humankind
wrought by God in the life and work
of Christ. Baptism is the sacrament
of that unity of all humanity in God.
Here we are offered a concise snap-
shot of Stringfellow’s theological
method, his radical sense of paradox.
He says: It is worse than you think it
is and you are freer than you think
you are. The powers are raging be-
yond your control and they are al-

ol

r of repentance for war making as part of

ready overcome in Christ. The divi-
sion is an uncrossable spiritual chasm
and it’s been crossed. Each of these
things are true irrevocably and at
once.

Notice moreover that by his lights,
racism is the very power that Christ
confronted. To say that baptism is
the issue renders racism not simply a
social problem, but fundamentally a
gospel matter. This encounter comes
close to the very heart of the good
news. In that sense he anticipates
what came to be in South Africa,
where apartheid was declared a her-
esy. It was understood as outside of

JVC member Theresa Vela, and LACW member
Clare Bellefeuille-Rice at Stations of the Cross.

the gospel, verily an affront to it.
Stringfellow was already saying
much the same by vesting the issue
in baptism. Yet notice, read
closely—he says that baptism is the
sacrament of the unity, not of all
Christians, but of all humanity. This
is important: he contends that bap-
tism alters your relationship to all hu-
manity, well, ultimately to all of cre-
ation. These are no small theological
potatoes.

Turning to Dr. King’s momentous
speech (also uttered with Abraham
Heschel standing over his shoulder
on stage), he says: I am convinced
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JVC member Sara S
Downtown LA Federal Building, during March 16 LACW vigil, civil disobediance action.

that if we are to get on the right side
of the world revolution, we as a na-
tion must undergo a radical revolu-
tion of values. We must rapidly begin
the shift from a thing-oriented society
to a person-oriented society. When
machines and computers, profit mo-
tives and property rights are consid-
ered more important than people, the
giant triplets of racism, materialism,
and militarism are incapable of be-
ing conquered.

Hereby Martin King names the
principalities and powers; he’s sin-
gling out the three reigning powers in
American life. Now in Dr. King’s
work you are not going to find so
much the language of the principali-
ties. I suspect that is in part because
the writings of Paul are not promi-
nent in the African American canon
for two reasons. One, because of the
household codes in Colossians and
Ephesians: “Slaves be subject to
your masters.” And two, because of
the cultural preference for narrative
in the African American church for
its preaching and Bible study and
music. In story, the focus is on Jesus,
the Exodus account, and the pro-
phetic narratives. The powers are
certainly present as characters in the
narrative forms—Go tell Pharaoh,
whose army gets drownded—but not
the specific language of powers and
principalities. Yes in this address Dr.
King comes very close to employing
that language. He certainly puts his
finger on what we would call the rul-
ing ideological powers and virtually

suggests what Walter Wink calls the
domination system, where the powers
coalesce into a systemic configura-
tion. Just as Stringfellow’s neighbors
saw the powers arrayed against their
Harlem community, so in Dr. King’s
speech we recognize the powers that
are arrayed against human commu-
nity in American life: racism, milita-
rism and materialism.

Between the conference on Religion
and Race in 1963 and his death in
1968 Martin King was growing ever-
more radical. In this period he was
trying to bring together movements
already at work against each of these
forces in American life. The River-
side Church speech attempts to con-
nect the anti-war movement and the
freedom struggle. The Poor Peoples’
Campaign to come would pull these
strands together with movements for

economic justice. It was in effect his
success in making these connections
that got him killed. Little wonder
that when he links these dominating
powers and their countervailing
movements, it is actually over the ad-
vice of his friends and political com-
panions. A lot of people urged him
not to make those connections: other
civil rights leaders, the Urban League
folks. His own board at SCLC (ex-
cept for James Bevel) said don’t do
it. Don’t jeopardize foundation fund-
ing, don’t diffuse the focus. And
then the complaints of his erstwhile
political ally, Lyndon Johnson or the
darker threats of J. Edgar Hoover...
Don’t look deeper, they all say. And
above all, don’t go deeper.

Hence, Martin King speaks of the
“vocation of agony” his decision pro-
voked. He acknowledges that “si-
lence is betrayal” and identifies seven
reasons for which he is compelled to
speak. His first three reasons are
these: 1) that war is an attack on the
poor, dismantling programs of sup-
port in order to fund it, 2) that it is a
racist war, sending young men in
brutal solidarity to burn huts in Viet-
namese villages who wouldn’t be
able to live next door in Detroit, and
3) that he couldn’t preach nonvio-
lence to young people on the street
without opposing the “greatest pur-
veyor of violence in the world to-
day—my own government.” Notice
that these are precisely materialism,
racism, and militarism. Dr. King is
viewing the war as an expression of

the giant triplets, the ruling powers of
domination!

His fourth reason is literally piv-
otal, dynamically cutting two ways—
backward to the list of powers and
forward to his vocational identity.

On the latter, the voices of constraint
would hold him back with a narrow-
ing definition of his calling: “Aren’t
you a civil rights leader?” But even
that compels him, since from the be-
ginning the motto of SCLC had been,
“To save the soul of America.” He
understood the nation as a spiritual
power, albeit a fallen one, but with a
constitution and a vocation that could
be called upon. He cites Langston
Hughes:

0, yes

1 say it plain,

America never was America to me,
And yet I swear this oath

America will be!

In his “concern for the integrity of
life in America,” Dr. King could lead
a march walking the nonviolent way
of the cross, and carry the flag along
in train—summoning the best of the
American tradition, and so its hope.
Later in this address, however, after
naming the giant triplets, he comes to
a very strong point: “Any nation that
continues year after year to spend
more money on military defense than
on programs of social uplift is ap-
proaching spiritual death.”

It’s interesting to set Stringfellow
alongside King here. He too could
point to the constitution, to invoke
it’s remedies against tyranny—the
power of impeachment for example,
or to size up the times by the public
assault on its rights and protections.
But his biblical radicalism led him
increasingly to identify America with
Babylon, to see it as the greatest pur-
veyor of death in present history.
Stringfellow wasn’t at the Riverside
speech (he was actually here in L.A.
that day), but he had himself by then
visited Saigon, and saw the war as
exemplifying in America “death as
social purpose.” Spiritual death in-
deed.

Dr. King’s reasons are also related
to his “vocation,” however agonized.
The broadening and deepening of the
sequence is noteworthy. Starting
again with number four, he does base
the opposition on his work as a civil
rights leader and the task of healing
the nation’s soul. But further, he
feels it incumbent upon him because
of the Nobel Peace Prize, which he
accepted as an internationalizing
commission. It laid upon him a task
of global nonviolence. And, reason
six, he is compelled as a minister and
disciple of Jesus. That is no small
thing. For some, most religious, that
would be the pinnacle of vocational
cause, but Dr. King goes another step
deeper: it is his connection with all
humanity as a child of God. He
speaks out of his vocation to be truly
and fully human. In this he couldn’t
agree more with Stringfellow on the
meaning of vocation in baptism: it is
the sacrament of the unity of all hu-
manity in God.

Such humanity is both reason and
response to war in an imperial time.
In our own, let us pray to live such a
sacramental ethic: living humanly, as
fully and freely as these two brothers.
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CRITIQUING THE IMPERIAL PAPACY

Lerner, continued from p.3
licly praised the fascist movement in
the Church known as Opus Dei and
supported canonization of Josemaria
Escriva, the founder of Opus Dei, an
open fascist who served in the gov-
ernment of Spain’s dictator Franco
and who publicly praised Hitler.

Those of us in the Jewish world
who have enormous respect for
Christianity and for the wisdom and
beauty of the Catholic tradition are in
mourning today that the Church has
confirmed for itself a destructive di-
rection that will hurt not only Catho-
lics but all those who seek peace and
justice in the world.

We remain hopeful that the new
pope may return to his original more
progressive positions (pre-1968) and
realize that the world needs a church
that can respond compassionately
and wisely to what is needed rather
than remain wedded to dogma that is
so destructive. In a statement that
Ratzinger made a few years ago, he
seemed deeply aligned with
TIKKUN’s critique of selfishness and
materialism of the contemporary
world. We hope that he stops blam-
ing that on secularists and comes to
understand that secularists too, as
well as people from other faiths, can
be allies in the struggle for a new
ethos of love and generosity. We
pray that he may find a way to bring
a better, kinder, more loving and
compassionate agenda to the Catho-
lic Church.

It is precisely because we continue

to feel allied with the Church and see
it as an important ally in the struggle
for social justice and peace that we
are so dismayed at this misdirection.
Meanwhile, we reaffirm our solidar-
ity with the many millions of Catho-
lics who had hoped for a very differ-
ent kind of pope who could make the
Church more open to women’s lead-
ership, to prioritizing social justice,
to rethinking its opposition to pro-
moting birth control, and to returning
to the hopeful spirit of Vatican II. We
can say publicly what many of you
can only say privately—that this new
Pope does not represent what is most
beautiful and sacred in the teaching
of Jesus. Q

This article originally appeared on
tikkun.org. Rabbi Michael Lerner is
the editor of TIKKUN magazine.

McAlister, continued from p.3
he wasn’t a German, but he lived un-
der the occupation...And the resis-
tance movement in Denmark, Nor-
way and Sweden....

Agitator: So there was substantial
Christian resistance to the Nazis, but
why didn’t it come from the Catholic
church?

Liz: Good question, good question.
Jaegerstatter’s priest and his bishop
told him to go and serve in the mili-
tary. The church was, I think, look-
ing out for its own skin. And it was
also anti-Semetic itself, let’s face it.
There are wonderful stories of the
priest Maximilian Kolbe, though.

That’s a rich tradition of resistance
that has been utterly bypassed.
Agitator: Yes, it is so edifying and
uplifting and such a contrast to the
official Church perspective. Would
you reflect now on the current Pope
Benedict XVI/Cardinal Ratzinger.
Liz: He’s been the henchman for the
Roman Curia and he’s taken a
persecutorial stand. Too many
people have been pushed out by him;
too many good people. I was listen-
ing the day he was elected to some-
body who talked about the underly-
ing meaning of the word pontiff. Do
you know what the word means?
Bridge-builder. That is what a pope
is supposed to be. But I am afraid
it’s going to be, “Get in line or else.”
If that’s the case, there will be an is-
land of orthodoxy, with the rest of us
out there flapping in the wind.
Agitator: Speak for a moment about
women in the church and your own
situation. And how do we survive,
now?

Liz: I just think we ignore them, as
we’ve ignored them for years. And I
think when we don’t ignore them, we
resist them, as you people did for
years with Mahony. What’s coming
down now, Jeff, you know it is not a
good scene, but we’ll be doing what
we’ve been doing under John Paul II.
With this new pope we’ll just be fur-
ther out and further cut off, is my
suspicion. I’d love to be proved
wrong, but I doubt I will be. At any
rate, we will keep on doing what we
are doing and we will name ourselves

church and be the church we want
the church to be.

Agitator: What does that mean, “Be
the church we want the church to
be”?

Liz: It means to be poor and live
among the poor, to be nonviolent and
insist upon nonviolence. To be truth-
ful and loving, not owning stuff and
not lording it over anyone. And it
means going to some position of eq-
uity with one another, with an under-
standing that the Spirit speaks where
she will and that it is up to us to lis-
ten. It means that we must be people
of prayer and people of the good
book; that we continue studying our
scripture and trying to make sense of
it in our lives today and in our world
today. We must stop consuming so
much stuff and being dazzled by
stuff, including all the robes and the
gold and the jewels that are part and
parcel of Vatican City. The people
who are hanging in there now,
they’re hanging in there because they
are confronted each day by the reali-
ties of poverty. You keep looking at
poverty every day until you under-
stand it and you can’t not understand
it, because it is right in front of you
all the time. So, you keep doing
what you can do to ease the bitter-
ness and embitteredness at the bot-
tom. Whenever you can, you are out
on the street saying “No!” to the most
violent policies of the empire,
whether the imperial state or the im-
perial church. And we will be farther
out than we ever were before. €

Meyer, continued from p.2
Street Journal and the New York
Times business section voraciously,
with special attention to corporate
takeover battles. He’d place person-to-
person calls to the CEO of an em-
battled target company. He’d repre-
sent himself as an outside banker or
other financial professional: Through
business contacts he’d learned that a
highly-placed employee in the target
company was betraying crucial insider
information to those financing the
hostile takeover attempt.

John would offer to fly to corporate
headquarters to provide confidential
documentation of this perfidy. He
found embattled corporate executives
eager to believe such stories and des-
perate to get their hands on the infor-
mation he offered. Of course, they’d
promise to compensate him gener-
ously, but he’d modestly deflect such
offers, pending an appointment to
present the information in person at
their headquarters. This would be
quickly arranged for a few days
hence. Sometimes he had to decline
offers to send a corporate jet to pick
him up. Though John was creative in
elaborating details of his schemes, he
was so utterly disreputable in dress
and appearance that he could not fol-
low through on any significant scam
by appearing in person.

A day or two before the appoint-
ment he would call back—using
some lame excuse, he’d ask that the
cost of his airline ticket and minor
expenses be wired to him at a West-
ern Union branch office address.
Whatever they may have believed
about his excuse, the advance he
asked for was peanuts to these corpo-
rate chieftains. They were so eager
for the information he offered that
they’d promptly wire the amount re-
quested. They would never hear
from him again.

When he’d made such a score, he’d
vanish from our house without a word
of explanation or goodbye, carrying
nothing but the clothes on his back
and the various forged identity cards
in his pockets. We might not hear

from him again for several years.

Early in our acquaintance I learned
to put a lock on the phone when he
was with us to prevent the astronomi-
cal phone bills he could leave behind,
and keep him from using our phone
for his schemes. I’d warn him that if
anyone called for him at our number
I would tell them the truth.

He never told me what he was up
to currently, but years later he’d tell
me details of past exploits. Some-
times when we were away at work
and he needed to give a call back
number to close a deal, he’d give out
our number. On these occasions,
he’d be gone by the time I’d get the
blowback or urgent calls from his cli-
ents, sometimes telling me details of
his offers in their eagerness to get in
touch with him.

Sometimes they had trouble accept-
ing my explanation that they had
been scammed by a petty con man,
who had no useful information to
give them. They couldn’t figure out
why he’d give them the number of
someone who’d tell them the truth. I
never gave out his name or any help
in finding him. What he got was just
nickels and dimes to them. I think
most, for their own reasons, dropped
it right there and never went to the
police or the FBI.

John served one long sentence at At-
lanta Federal Penitentiary, as a cocon-
spirator in currency counterfeiting,
and a later term at Danbury Federal
Prison for one of his corporate scams.
He corresponded with me from
prison, so the U.S. Marshals Service
and the FBI knew I was his friend.
They came to our house several times
looking for him. They’d never tell me
why and I'd never give them any use-
ful information. They’d warn me that
harboring a fugitive is a Federal
crime, but he was never at our house
when they came, and I never knew
where he was when he wasn’t with us,
except when he was in jail. I'd just
say, “If he calls, I'll sure tell him that
you’d like to hear from him,” and they
would smile and go away.

My friends sometimes suggested

that I colluded in his thievery by be-
friending him and taking him in. In
the presence of opportunity and
temptation he would steal from poor
people and from friends, but mostly
he stole from wealthy corporations.
To know of these things and to har-
bor him was certainly less an act of
collusion in crime than buying gas at
Exxon, shall we say, or buying Third
World goods at Wal-Mart.

John had a wealth of knowledge,
stories, and ironic perspectives on fi-
nance, politics, and religion. He was
fun to listen to. He faced candidly
the futility and failure of his life.
He’d say to me, “Karl, I'm a piece of
shit.” Unfortunately, he believed
that. T hope he always understood
that I did not.

His great passion was art. His life’s
dream was to be a successful artist.
Unfortunately, he had very little tal-
ent for drawing or painting, though
he had a fertile imagination. He ex-
pressed it though scissors, glue, con-
struction paper, and clippings—as-
sembling ironic collages with politi-
cal, religious, and artistic themes.
Whenever he had a stable place to
stay for a while, he occupied himself
delightedly in making collages and
devising schemes to sell them, trying
to emulate the flair for marketing that
he admired in Andy Warhol and Sal-
vador Dali. His marketing schemes
never worked, so he gave his art to
friends, and abandoned a batch of it
whenever he vanished from our
house.

When he got old enough, I helped
him to get Social Security old age
benefits. He’d splurge on his art and
still spend much of the month home-
less on the streets. In later years
when he stayed several times for long
periods at the Los Angeles Catholic
Worker, he had time and resources
for his art. The last time he stayed
with us at Nashville Greenlands in
2001, he told me with pride that his
collages brought several hundred dol-
lars at a silent auction benefit to the
Los Angeles house, and that Martin
Sheen had bought one of them.

Over the years, John used many
aliases. Atthe LACW he used the
name Ed Birmingham, an identity he
created in the eighties to be able to
get away from some of his past ac-
tivities as John Mowers.

John was a cynic and a skeptic on
matters of faith. He’d been raised
Catholic in the orphanage. He had a
piercing interest in the Catholic
Church, seeing how hierarchy, pomp,
and institutional wealth mock the
ideals of Jesus. He returned con-
stantly to this theme in conversation
and in his collage art. For me there
was a final rightness about his death
on Holy Saturday, in the comforting
care of the Los Angeles Catholic
Worker community. For me, he was
always the good thief that we read
about in the Gospels:

There were also two others, crimi-
nals led with him to be put to
death...then one of the criminals who
were hanged blasphemed him, say-
ing, “If you are the Christ, save your-
self and us.”

But the other, answering, rebuked
him saying, “Do you not even fear
God, seeing that you are under the
same condemnation? And we indeed
Jjustly, for we receive the due reward
of our deeds; but this man has done
nothing wrong.”

Then he turned to Jesus, “Lord, re-
member me when you come into your
kingdom.”

And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly,
I say to you, this day you will be with
me in paradise.”

Our Nashville Greenlands commu-
nity, Kathy Kelly, and my sons, Will-
iam and Eric, who were also his
friends, offer our gratitude to the Los
Angeles Catholic Worker for receiv-
ing John into their community in his
dying years. Thy Kingdom come...on
earth as it is in heaven. €

Karl Meyer is a long-time Catholic
Worker, anti-war activist and war tax
resister, the founder of St. Stephen’s
House in Chicago, and is presently at
the Nashville Greenlands community
in Tennessee.
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WAL-MART’S PAY GAP

H-BOMB TESTS

VANUNU UPDATE

Wal-Mart’s corporate documents re-
leased on April 15 reveal that CEO
H. Lee Scott, Jr. made $17,543,739
in 2004—nearly twice the average of
$9.6 million for other leading CEOs,
according to Business Week. Wal-
Mart’s compensation for top execu-
tives contrasts sharply with wages of
people who produced or sold the
goods that earned the company $10.3
billion in profits. When reduced to
an hourly rate, CEO Scott made
$8.,434/hr; the average pay for a full-
time employee is $9.68/hr; the pay
for subcontractor employees range
from $0.17 to $0.53/hr.
—www.ips-dc.org

ANTI-WAR ARRESTS

On April 5, five anti-war activists
were arrested at Senator Richard
Durbin’s office in Chicago. The ac-
tivists include Kathy Kelly and Jeff
Leys, of Voices in the Wilderness,
Rosalie Riegle, author and Catholic
Worker, Katie Dahlseng and Reba
House of Evanston. They sought a
pledge from Senator Durbin to vote
against the $81 billion funding in-
crease for the Iraq and Afghanistan
occupations. These additional funds
now place the total over $300 billion.
—www.vitw.org

According to a recently released study
by the National Cancer Institute, the
number of cancers caused by hydro-
gen bomb testing in the Marshall Is-
lands is set to double, more than fifty
years after the tests were conducted.
—news.yahoo.com

EMBARGO VIOLATION

The Bush administration broke its
own arms embargo against Haiti by
overseeing the sale of $7 million
worth of weapons to the illegitimate
Haitian government to equip its po-
lice force. Human rights groups have
documented routine police execu-
tions of dissidents with weapons ille-
gally funneled to armed militia.
—news.independent.co.uk

The Israeli government, on March
17, in an attempt to further harass
and intimidate nuclear whistleblower
Mordechai Vanunu, charged him
with violating the restrictions im-
posed on him upon his release from
prison in April 2004. The restrictions
prohibited Vanunu from making con-
tact with foreign nationals, speaking
to the media, leaving Israel for one
year, coming within 300 meters of a
foreign embassy or international bor-
ders and changing residences without
approval. Vanunu was charged with
speaking to the media and attempting
to leave the country for his bid to at-
tend Christmas Eve Mass in Bethlehem.
—www.democracynow.org

PIT STOP PLOUGHSHARES

DEFEAT FOR HUMANITY

Former U.S. Vatican envoy, Jim
Nicholson recalled Pope John Paul
II’s vehement opposition to the
U.S.—led invasion and occupation of
Iraq because he believed the war rep-
resented a “defeat for humanity.” The
Pope believed that if he “could keep
the war from breaking out, there was
a chance peace would break out.”
—news.yahoo.com

The trial of five Catholic Workers
from Dublin collapsed on March 14,
as Judge Frank O’Donnell, for un-
stated reasons, declared a mistrial
and dismissed the jury. The retrial is
scheduled for October 24, pending
the prosecutor’s decision whether or
not to prosecute. The five—Ciaron
O’Reilly, Deidre Clancy, Nuin
Dunlop, Karen Fallon, and Damien
Moran—were charged with causing
criminal damage to a U.S. Navy war-
plane at Shannon Airport on Febru-

ary 3, 2003. If convicted they face
up to 10 years in prison. Shannon
Airport, a civilian airport, is currently
being used as a pit stop for U.S. war-
planes en route to Iraq.
—www.warontrial.com

CIW BEATS TACO BELL
EXPANDS BOYCOTT

In the wake of their spectacular vic-
tory against Yum! Brands (owners of
Taco Bell), the Florida Based Coali-
tion of Immokalee Workers are set to
take on a trio of fast food giants:
McDonald’s, Burger King, and Sub-
way. They urge supporters to send
letters insisting that these corpora-
tions meet with the CIW and address
human rights violations in Florida’s
tomato fields.
Mr. Jim Skinner, CEO
McDonald’s Corporation
McDonald’s Plaza
Oak Brook, IL 60523.
Mr. Fred DeLuca, President
Subway Franchise Headquarters
325 Bic Drive
Milford, CT 06460.
Mr. Greg Brenneman, CEO
Burger King Corporate Office
5505 Blue Lagoon Dr.
Miami, FL 33126.

—ciw-online.org

On The Line is compiled and
edited by Mike Wisniewski.

On the eve of the second anniver-
sary of the beginning of the war in
Iraq, community members David
Gardner and Catherine Morris, and
Jesuit Volunteer Sara Suman were ar-
rested at the Downtown LA Federal
Building. Community member Clare
Bellefeuille-Rice had set about con-
structing a peace crane for each of
the servicemen and women who died
in Iraq, with the help of kitchen vol-
unteer Lana Chwe and 150 that were
sent by mail all the way from Detroit
by LACW friend Kim Laba, they to-
taled 1563. The peace cranes with
flowers, boots, and icons were to be
used to construct an altar on the steps
at the entrance of the federal building
to commemorate the American sol-
diers and the Iraqgis who have been
killed in the war.

However, federal officers and
members of the Homeland Security
Office confronted them and immedi-
ately handcuffed and arrested them.
After they were led away, those of us
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JVC member Theresa Vela with House Journal
editor Faustino Cruz at anti-war march.

who remained read the names of sev-
eral hundred of the soldiers killed.

Catherine, David, and Sara will be
arraigned on May 4. Many thanks to
all of you who accompanied us on
that day of mourning.

We were heartened to see so many
of our friends and supporters at our
Stations of the Anti-War Cross on
Good Friday. Donald Nollar once
again prepared a memorable and
touching script that was read by Sara
Suman and Theresa Vela, our friends
from the Jesuit Volunteer community.
As we navigated around downtown
through the places of power and
privilege, where so many decisions
have been made which negatively im-
pact the poor and our friends on Skid
Row, we hoped to remind our leaders
and everyone that Christ’s message
of peace and call to repentance re-
main relevant today.

We celebrated Easter with a delight-
ful brunch at our home in Boyle
Heights. Clare spent many hours
making the traditional Easter fruit
bread, master chef Jeff Dietrich

Jim Parkhurst at March 16 LACW vigil and
arrest action.

whipped up some of his famous
cheesy scrambled eggs, and everyone
else pitched in to set a lavish table.
The weather stayed nice and some of
our guests were able to dine and visit
on the lawn. We were also honored to
be present at the First Communion of
Kieran, the youngest son of former
community member Tina Delany and
Paul McCudden. We were pleased to
welcome so many members of the
Delany and McCudden clans to our
brunch and wish to congratulate
Kieran on his special day.

Just as we began the Lenten season
with the death of Feliciano Aparicio,
we ended the period with the death
of another long-time friend and
guest, Ed Birmingham. Ed, also
known as John Mowers, died at our
home after a long and difficult battle
with a variety of ailments, including
bladder tumors, pneumonia, and dia-
betes. Ed, an artist in his own right,
surely helped us recognize Christ in
all of our suffering brothers and sis-
ters, and more than sustenance, Ed
certainly enjoyed a good listener.

We began each of the past two
months with a continuation of our
successful First Sunday program.

Wes Howard Brook and Sue Ferguson
Johnson brought to light new insights
into the word of St. Paul and cel-
ebrated a beautiful liturgy with us.
Bill Wylie-Kellermann juxtaposed the
writings of William Stringfellow and
Martin Luther King and helped us un-
derstand how both call upon us to turn
away from the idols of militarism, rac-
ism, and materialism. We were also
blessed to meet up with Liz
McAllister from Jonah House in
Washington D.C. Liz was in Los An-
geles to receive an award from the
Methodist Church. Ann and Tom
Smet, Jeff’s sister and brother-in-law,
graciously hosted a gathering at their
home for Liz and some friends.

Recently we have been beset by a
number of unexpected serious health
problems in our community. David
and Catherine contracted pneumonia,
most likely while tending to Ed Bir-
mingham. Ann Boden, who staffs our
clinic desk, picked it up next. David
is nearly fully recovered except for a
lingering cough and Catherine, whose
illness interrupted her family reunion,
is greatly improved after a short stay
in the hospital. Ann is on the mend
too, and we hope to see her back at the
kitchen shortly. Jim Parkhurst suf-
fered major complications after a rou-
tine surgical procedure. His recovery
looks to be long and arduous. We ask
for your prayers for everyone’s contin-
ued improvement, especially prayers
for Jim and his wife Joyce.

As we wearily continue our work
and prepare for our Catholic Worker
version of the Seder, we long for lib-
eration and deliverance epitomized in
the themes of the Haggadah, and for
God’s comforting and just presence
here in our streets, our country, and
the world.

House Journal was written by
Faustino Cruz.
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